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This article is about the organisation within the BBC. For the television channel, see BBC 
News (TV channel). For other uses, see BBC News (disambiguation). 
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BBC News is an operational business division™ of the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC) responsible for the gathering and broadcasting of news and current 
affairs. The department is the world's largest broadcast news organisation and 
generates about 120 hours of radio and television output each day, as well as online 
news coverage.” The service maintains 50 foreign news bureaux with more than 250 
correspondents around the world.” Fran Unsworth has been Director of News and 
Current Affairs since January 2018.5" 


The department's annual budget is in excess of £350 million; it has 3,500 staff, 2,000 of 
whom are journalists.: BBC News' domestic, global and online news divisions are 
housed within the largest live newsroom in Europe, in Broadcasting House in central 
London. Parliamentary coverage is produced and broadcast from studios in Millbank in 
London. Through the BBC English Regions, the BBC also has regional centres across 
England, as well as national news centres in Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. All 
nations and English regions produce their own local news programmes and other 
current affairs and sport programmes. 


The BBC is a quasi-autonomous corporation authorised by Royal Charter, making it 
operationally independent of the government, who have no power to appoint or dismiss 
its director-general, and required to report impartially. However, as with all major media 
outlets, it has been accused of political bias from across the political spectrum, both 
within the UK and abroad. 


History[edit] 
Early years[edit] 


This is London calling - 2LO calling. Here 
is the first general news bulletin, copyright 
by Reuters, Press Association, Exchange 
Telegraph and Central News. 


— BBC news programme opening during the 1920s4 


The British Broadcasting Company broadcast its first radio bulletin from radio 

station 2LO on 14 November 1922. Wishing to avoid competition, newspaper 
publishers persuaded the government to ban the BBC from broadcasting news before 
7:00 pm, and to force it to use wire service copy instead of reporting on its own.2 On 
Easter weekend in 1930 (18 April), this reliance on newspaper wire services left the 
radio news service with no information to report after saying "There is no news today". 
Piano music was played instead.“ The BBC gradually gained the right to edit the copy 


and, in 1934, created its own news operation. However, it could not broadcast news 
before 6 PM until World War II.2 Gaumont British and Movietone cinema newsreels had 
been broadcast on the TV service since 1936, with the BBC producing its own 
equivalent Television Newsreel programme from January 1948. A weekly Children's 
Newsreel was inaugurated on 23 April 1950, to around 350,000 receivers.” The 
network began simulcasting its radio news on television in 1946, with a still picture 

of Big Ben.“ Televised bulletins began on 5 July 1954, broadcast from leased studios 
within Alexandra Palace in London. 2ulsiled verification) 


The public's interest in television and live events was stimulated by Elizabeth 

II's coronation in 1953. It is estimated that up to 27 million people!# viewed the 
programme in the UK, overtaking radio's audience of 12 million for the first time. 

431 Those live pictures were fed from 21 cameras in central London to Alexandra 
Palace for transmission, and then on to other UK transmitters opened in time for the 
event.“4 That year, there were around two million TV Licences held in the UK, rising to 
over three million the following year, and four and a half million by 1955. 


1950s[edit] 


Television news, although physically separate from its radio counterpart, was still firmly 
under radio news' control - correspondents provided reports for both outlets-and that 
first bulletin, shown on 5 July 1954 on the then BBC television service and presented 

by Richard Baker, involved his providing narration off-screen while stills were shown. 

451 This was then followed by the customary Television Newsreel with a recorded 
commentary by John Snagge (and on other occasions by Andrew Timothy). 


It was revealed that this had been due to producers fearing a newsreader with visible 
facial movements would distract the viewer from the story. On-screen newsreaders 
were finally introduced a year later in 1955 - Kenneth Kendall (the first to appear in 
vision), Robert Dougall, and Richard Baker-three weeks before ITN's launch on 21 
September 1955. 


Mainstream television production had started to move out of Alexandra Palace in 
195022 to larger premises - mainly at Lime Grove Studios in Shepherd's Bush, west 
London - taking Current Affairs (then known as Talks Department) with it. It was from 
here that the first Panorama, a new documentary programme, was transmitted on 11 
November 1953, with Richard Dimbleby becoming anchor in 1955.12 On 18 February 
1957, the topical early-evening programme Tonight, hosted by Cliff Michelmore and 
designed to fill the airtime provided by the abolition of the Toddlers' Truce, was 
broadcast from Marconi's Viking Studio in St Mary Abbott's Place, Kensington - with the 
programme moving into a Lime Grove studio in 1960, where it already maintained its 
production office. 


On 28 October 1957, the Today programme, a morning radio programme, was launched 
in central London on the Home Service.” 


In 1958, Hugh Carleton Greene became head of News and Current Affairs. He set up a 
BBC study group whose findings, published in 1959, were critical of what the television 
news operation had become under his predecessor, Tahu Hole. The report proposed 
that the head of television news should take control (away from radio), and that the 


television service should have a proper newsroom of its own, with an editor-of-the-day. 
{191 


1960s[edit] 


On 1 January 1960, Greene became Director-General and brought about big changes 
at BBC Television and BBC Television News. BBC Television News had been created in 
1955, in response to the founding of ITN. The changes made by Greene were aimed at 
making BBC reporting more similar to ITN which had been highly rated by study groups 
held by Greene. 


A newsroom was created at Alexandra Palace, television reporters were recruited and 
given the opportunity to write and voice their own scripts-without the "impossible 
burden" of having to cover stories for radio too.24 


In 1987, almost thirty years later, John Birt resurrected the practice of correspondents 
working for both TV and radio with the introduction of bi-media journalism,2" and 2008 
saw tri-media introduced across TV, radio, and online. 


On 20 June 1960, Nan Winton, the first female BBC network newsreader, appeared in 
vision.221 19 September saw the start of the radio news and current affairs 
programme The Ten O'clock News.22! 


BBC2 started transmission on 20 April 1964, and with it came a new news programme 
for that channel, Newsroom. 


The World at One, a lunchtime news programme, began on 4 October 1965 on the then 
Home Service, and the year before News Review had started on television. News 
Review was a summary of the week's news, first broadcast on Sunday, 26 April 
196424 on BBC 2 and harking back to the weekly Newsreel Review of the Week, 
produced from 1951, to open programming on Sunday evenings-the difference being 
that this incarnation had subtitles for the deaf and hard-of-hearing. As this was the 
decade before electronic caption generation, each superimposition ("Super") had to be 
produced on paper or card, synchronised manually to studio and news footage, 
committed to tape during the afternoon, and broadcast early evening. Thus Sundays 
were no longer a quiet day for news at Alexandra Palace. The programme ran until the 
1980s25 - by then using electronic captions, Known as Anchor - to be superseded 

by Ceefax subtitling (a similar Teletext format), and the signing of such programmes 
as See Hear (from 1981). 


On Sunday 17 September 1967, The World This Weekend, a weekly news and current 
affairs programme, launched on what was then Home Service, but soon-to-be Radio 4. 


Preparations for colour began in the autumn of 1967 and on Thursday 7 March 

1968 Newsroom on BBC2 moved to an early evening slot, becoming the first UK news 
programme to be transmitted in colour2# - from Studio A at Alexandra Palace. News 
Review and Westminster (the latter a weekly review of Parliamentary happenings) were 
"colourised" shortly after. 


However, much of the insert material was still in black and white, as initially only a part 
of the film coverage shot in and around London was on colour reversal film stock, and 
all regional and many international contributions were still in black and white. Colour 
facilities at Alexandra Palace were technically very limited for the next eighteen 
months, as it had only one RCA colour Quadruplex videotape machine and, eventually 
two Pye plumbicon colour telecines-although the news colour service started with just 
one. 


Black and white national bulletins on BBC 1 continued to originate from Studio B on 
weekdays, along with Town and Around, the London regional "opt out" programme 
broadcast throughout the 1960s (and the BBC's first regional news programme for the 


South East), until it started to be replaced by Nationwide on Tuesday to Thursday from 
Lime Grove Studios early in September 1969. Town and Around was never to make the 
move to Television Centre - instead it became London This Week which aired on 
Mondays and Fridays only, from the new TVC studios.24 


Television News moves to Television Centref[edit] 


Television News moved to BBC Television Centre in September 1969. 


The final news programme to come from Alexandra Palace was a late night news on 
BBC2 on Friday 19 September 1969 in colour. It was said that over this September 
weekend, it took 65 removal vans to transfer the contents of Alexandra Palace across 
London. BBC Television News resumed operations the next day with a lunchtime 
bulletin on BBC1 - in black and white - from Television Centre, where it remained until 
March 2013. 


This move to better technical facilities, but much smaller studios, 

allowed Newsroom and News Review to replace back projection with colour-separation 
overlay. It also allowed a//news output to be produced in PAL colour, ahead of the 
transition of BBC1 to colour from 15 November 1969 - and, like Alexandra Palace Studio 
A, these studios too were capable of operating in NTSC for the US, Canada, and Japan as 
the BBC occasionally provided facilities for overseas broadcasters. During the 

1960s, satellite communication had become possible,22 however colour field- 

store standards converters were still in their infancy in 1968,5% and it was some years 
before digital line-store conversion was able to undertake the process seamlessly. 24 


1970s[edit] 


Angela Rippon, pictured in 1983, became the first female news presenter in 1975. 


On 14 September 1970, the first Nine O'Clock News was broadcast on television. Robert 
Dougall presented the first week from studio N1822 - described by The Guardian?! as "a 
sort of polystyrene padded cell"24—the bulletin having been moved from the earlier 
time of 20.50 as a response to the ratings achieved by ITN's News at Ten, introduced 


three years earlier on the rival ITV. Richard Baker and Kenneth Kendall presented 
subsequent weeks, thus echoing those first television bulletins of the mid-1950s. 


Angela Rippon became the first female news presenter of the Nine O'Clock News in 
1975. Her work outside the news was controversial at the time, appearing 
on The Morecambe and Wise Christmas Show in 1976 singing and dancing. 


The first edition of John Craven's Newsround, initially intended only as a short series and 
later renamed just Newsround, came from studio N3 on 4 April 1972. 


Afternoon television news bulletins during the mid to late 1970s were broadcast from 
the BBC newsroom itself, rather than one of the three news studios. The newsreader 
would present to camera while sitting on the edge of a desk; behind him staff would be 
seen working busily at their desks. This period corresponded with when the Nine 
O'Clock News got its next makeover, and would use a CSO background of the newsroom 
from that very same camera each weekday evening. 


Also in the mid-1970s, the late night news on BBC2 was briefly renamed Newsnight, 

851 but this was not to last, or be the same programme as we know today - that would be 
launched in 1980 - and it soon reverted to being just a news summary with the early 
evening BBC2 news expanded to become Newsday. 


News on radio was to change in the 1970s, and on Radio 4 in particular, brought about 
by the arrival of new editor Peter Woon from television news and the implementation of 
the Broadcasting in the Seventies report. These included the introduction of 
correspondents into news bulletins where previously only a newsreader would present, 
as well as the inclusion of content gathered in the preparation process. New 
programmes were also added to the daily schedule, PM and The World Tonight as part 
of the plan for the station to become a "wholly speech network".22| Newsbeat launched 
as the news service on Radio 1 on 10 September 1973.84 


On 23 September 1974, a teletext system which was launched to bring news content on 
television screens using text only was launched. Engineers originally began developing 
such a system to bring news to deaf viewers, but the system was expanded. 

The Ceefax service became much more diverse before it ceased on 23 October 2012: it 
not only had subtitling for all channels, it also gave information such as weather, flight 
times and film reviews. 


By the end of the decade, the practice of shooting on film for inserts in news broadcasts 
was declining, with the introduction of ENG technology into the UK. The equipment 
would gradually become less cumbersome - the BBC's first attempts had been using 

a Philips colour camera with backpack base station and separate portable Sony U- 
matic recorder in the latter half of the decade. 


1980s[edit] 


By 1982, ENG technology had become sufficiently reliable for Bernard Hesketh to use 
an Ikegami camera to cover the Falklands War, coverage for which he won the "Royal 
Television Society Cameraman of the Year" award24 and a BAFTA nomination®# - the 
first time that BBC News had relied upon an electronic camera, rather than film, ina 
conflict zone. BBC News won the BAFTA for its actuality coverage,® however the event 
has become remembered in television terms for Brian Hanrahan's reporting where he 
coined the phrase "I'm not allowed to say how many planes joined the raid, but | 
counted them all out and | counted them all back" to circumvent restrictions, and 
which has become cited as an example of good reporting under pressure.“ 


Two years earlier, the Iranian Embassy Siege had been shot electronically by the BBC 
Television News Outside broadcasting team, and the work of reporter Kate Adie, 
broadcasting live from Prince's Gate, was nominated for BAFTA actuality coverage, but 
this time beaten by ITN for the 1980 award.“ 


Newsnight, the news and current affairs programme, was due to go on air on 23 January 
1980, although trade union disagreements meant that its launch from Lime Grove was 
postponed by a week.2! On 27 August 1981 Moira Stuart became the first African 
Caribbean female newsreader to appear on British television. 


The first BBC breakfast television programme, Breakfast Time also launched during the 
1980s, on 17 January 1983 from Lime Grove Studio E and two weeks before 

its ITV rival TV-am. Frank Bough, Selina Scott, and Nick Ross helped to wake viewers 
with a relaxed style of presenting.'# 


The Six O'Clock News first aired on 3 September 1984, eventually becoming the most 
watched news programme in the UK (however, since 2006 it has been overtaken by 
the BBC News at Ten). In October 1984, images of millions of people starving to death in 
the Ethiopian famine were shown in Michael Buerk's Six O'Clock News reports.“ The 
BBC News crew were the first to document the famine, with Buerk's report on 23 
October describing it as "a biblical famine in the 20th century" and "the closest thing to 
hell on Earth".“2 The BBC News report shocked Britain, motivating its citizens to 
inundate relief agencies, such as Save the Children, with donations, and to bring global 
attention to the crisis in Ethiopia.4= The news report was also watched by Bob Geldof, 
who would organise the charity single "Do They Know It's Christmas?" to raise money 
for famine relief followed by the Live Aid concert in July 1985.“ 


Starting in 1981, the BBC gave a common theme to its main news bulletins with new 
electronic titles-a set of computer animated "stripes" forming a circle“ on a red 
background with a "BBC News" typescript appearing below the circle graphics, and a 
theme tune consisting of brass and keyboards. The Nine used a similar (striped) number 
9. The red background was replaced by a blue from 1985 until 1987. 


By 1987, the BBC had decided to re-brand its bulletins and established individual styles 
again for each one with differing titles and music, the weekend and holiday bulletins 
branded in a similar style to the Nine, although the "stripes" introduction continued to 
be used until 1989 on occasions where a news bulletin was screened out of the running 
order of the schedule.2#! 


1990s[edit] 


The combined newsroom for domestic television and radio was opened at Television Centre in 
West London in 1998. 


During the 1990s, a wider range of services began to be offered by BBC News, with the 
split of BBC World Service Television to become BBC World (news and current affairs), 
and BBC Prime (light entertainment). Content for a 24-hour news channel was thus 
required, followed in 1997 with the launch of domestic equivalent BBC News 24. Rather 
than set bulletins, ongoing reports and coverage was needed to keep both channels 
functioning and meant a greater emphasis in budgeting for both was necessary. In 
1998, after 66 years at Broadcasting House, the BBC Radio News operation moved 

to BBC Television Centre.“ 


New technology, provided by Silicon Graphics, came into use in 1993 for a re-launch of 
the main BBC 1 bulletins, creating a virtual set which appeared to be much larger than 
it was physically. The relaunch also brought all bulletins into the same style of set with 
only small changes in colouring, titles, and music to differentiate each. A computer 
generated cut-glass sculpture of the BBC coat of arms was the centrepiece of the 
programme titles until the large scale corporate rebranding of news services in 1999. 


In 1999, the biggest relaunch occurred, with BBC One bulletins, BBC World, BBC News 
24, and BBC News Online all adopting a common style. One of the most significant 
changes was the gradual adoption of the corporate image by the BBC regional news 
programmes, giving a common style across local, national and international BBC 
television news. This also included Newyddion, the main news programme of Welsh 
language channel S4C, produced by BBC News Wales. 


2000s[edit] 


Following the relaunch of BBC News the previous year, regional headlines were included 
at the start of the BBC One news bulletins in 2000. The English regions did however lose 
five minutes at the end of their bulletins, due to a new headline round-up at 18:55. 2000 


also saw the Nine O'Clock News moved to the later time of 22:00. This was in response 
to ITN who had just moved their popular News at Ten programme to 23:00. ITN briefly 
returned News at Ten but following poor ratings when head to head against the 

BBC's Ten O'Clock News, the ITN bulletin was moved to 22.30, where it remained until 
14 January 2008. 


The retirement of Peter Sissons and departure of Michael Buerk from the Ten O'Clock 
News led to changes in the BBC One bulletin presenting team on 20 January 2003. 
The Six O'Clock News became double headed with George Alagiah and Sophie 
Raworth after Huw Edwards and Fiona Bruce moved to present the Ten. A new set 
design featuring a projected fictional newsroom backdrop was introduced, followed on 
16 February 2004 by new programme titles to match those of BBC News 24. 


BBC News 24 and BBC World introduced a new style of presentation in December 2003, 
that was slightly altered on 5 July 2004 to mark 50 years of BBC Television News.& 


The individual positions of editor of the One and Six O'Clock News were replaced by a 
new daytime position in November 2005. Kevin Bakhurst became the first Controller of 
BBC News 24, replacing the position of editor. Amanda Farnsworth became daytime 
editor while Craig Oliver was later named editor of the Ten O'Clock News. The bulletins 
also began to be simulcast with News 24, as a way of pooling resources. 


Bulletins received new titles and a new set design in May 2006, to allow for Breakfast to 
move into the main studio for the first time since 1997. The new set 

featured Barco videowall screens with a background of the London skyline used for 
main bulletins and originally an image of cirrus clouds against a blue sky for Breakfast. 
This was later replaced following viewer criticism.“ The studio bore similarities with the 
ITN-produced ITV News in 2004, though ITN uses a CSO Virtual studio rather than the 
actual screens at BBC News. Also, May saw the launch of World News Today the first 
domestic bulletin focused principally on international news. 


BBC News became part of a new BBC Journalism group in November 2006 as part of a 
restructuring of the BBC. The then-Director of BBC News, Helen Boaden reported to the 
then-Deputy Director-General and head of the journalism group, Mark Byford until he 
was made redundant in 2010.4 


On 18 October 2007, Mark Thompson announced a six-year plan, Delivering Creative 
Future, merging the television current affairs department into a new "News 
Programmes" division. Thompson's announcement, in response to a £2 billion 
shortfall in funding, would, he said, deliver "a smaller but fitter BBC" in the digital age, 
by cutting its payroll and, in 2013, selling Television Centre.= 


The various separate newsrooms for television, radio and online operations were 
merged into a single multimedia newsroom. Programme making within the newsrooms 
was brought together to form a multimedia programme making department. BBC World 
Service director Peter Horrocks said that the changes would achieve efficiency at a time 
of cost-cutting at the BBC. In his blog, he wrote that by using the same resources across 
the various broadcast media meant fewer stories could be covered, or by following 
more stories, there would be fewer ways to broadcast them.& 


A new graphics and video playout system was introduced for production of television 
bulletins in January 2007. This coincided with a new structure to BBC World News 
bulletins, editors favouring a section devoted to analysing the news stories reported on. 


The first new BBC News bulletin since the Six O'Clock News was announced in July 2007 
following a successful trial in the Midlands.&4 The summary, lasting 90 seconds, has 
been broadcast at 20:00 on weekdays since December 2007 and bears similarities 


with 60 Seconds on BBC Three, but also includes headlines from the various BBC 
regions and a weather summary. 


As part of a long-term cost cutting programme, bulletins were renamed the BBC News 
at One, Six and Ten respectively in April 2008 while BBC News 24 was renamed BBC 
News and moved into the same studio as the bulletins at BBC Television Centre. 

51 BBC World was renamed BBC World News and regional news programmes were also 
updated with the new presentation style, designed by Lambie-Nairn.® 


The studio moves also meant that Studio N9, previously used for BBC World, was 
closed, and operations moved to the previous studio of BBC News 24. Studio N9 was 
later refitted to match the new branding, and was used for the BBC's UK local 
elections and European elections coverage in early June 2009. 


2010s[edit] 


The new newsroom in Broadcasting House 


A strategy review of the BBC in March 2010, confirmed that having "the best journalism 
in the world" would form one of five key editorial policies, as part of changes subject to 
public consultation and BBC Trust approval. 


After a period of suspension in late 2012, Helen Boaden ceased to be the Director of 
BBC News. On 16 April 2013, incoming BBC Director-General Tony Hall named James 
Harding, a former editor of The Times of London newspaper as Director of News and 
Current Affairs.“ 


From August 2012 to March 2013, all news operations moved from Television Centre to 
new facilities in the refurbished and extended Broadcasting House, in Portland Place. 
The move began in October 2012, and also included the BBC World Service, which 
moved from Bush House following the expiry of the BBC's lease. This new extension to 
the north and east, referred to as "New Broadcasting House", includes several new 
state-of-the-art radio and television studios centred around an 11-storey atrium.©! The 
move began with the domestic programme The Andrew Marr Show on 2 September 
2012, and concluded with the move of the BBC News channel and domestic news 
bulletins on 18 March 2013. The newsroom houses all domestic bulletins and 
programmes on both television and radio, as well as the BBC World 

Service international radio networks and the BBC World News international television 
channel. 


Broadcasting media[edit] 
Television[edit] 


BBC News helicopter in use over London 


BBC News is responsible for the news programmes - and some documentary content - 
on the BBC's general television channels, as well as the news coverage on the BBC 
News Channel in the UK and 22 hours of programming for the corporation's BBC World 
News channel internationally. Coverage for BBC Parliament is carried out on behalf of 
the BBC at Millbank Studios though BBC News provides editorial and journalistic 
content. BBC News content is also output onto the BBC's digital interactive television 
services under the BBC Red Button brand, and until 2012, on 

the Ceefax teletext system. 


The distinctive music on all BBC television news programmes was introduced in 1999 
and composed by David Lowe. It was part of the extensive re-branding which 
commenced in 1999 and features the classic 'BBC Pips'. The general theme was used 
not only on bulletins on BBC One but News 24, BBC World and local news programmes 
in the BBC's Nations and Regions. Lowe was also responsible for the music on Radio 
One's Newsbeat. The theme has had several changes since 1999, the latest in March 
2013. 


The BBC Arabic Television news channel launched on 11 March 2008, a Persian- 
language channel followed on 14 January 2009, broadcasting from the Peel wing of 
Broadcasting House; both include news, analysis, interviews, sports and highly cultural 
programmes and are run by the BBC World Service and funded from a grant-in-aid from 
the British Foreign Office (and not the television licence). 


Radio[edit] 


BBC Radio News produces bulletins for the BBC's national radio stations and provides 
content for local BBC radio stations via the General News Service (GNS), a BBC- 
internal! news distribution service. BBC News does not produce the BBC's regional 
news bulletins, which are produced individually by the BBC nations and regions 
themselves. The BBC World Service broadcasts to some 150 million people in English as 
well as 27 languages across the globe. BBC Radio News is a patron of the Radio 


Academy. 


Online[edit] 
Main article: BBC News Online 


BBC News Online is the BBC's news website. Launched in November 1997, it is one of 
the most popular news websites in the UK, reaching over a quarter of the UK's internet 
users, and worldwide, with around 14 million global readers every month.” The website 


contains international news coverage as well as entertainment, sport, science, and 
political news.” 


Mobile apps for Android, iOS and Windows Phone systems have been provided since 
2010.73 


Many television and radio programmes are also available to view on the BBC 
iPlayer and BBC Sounds services. The BBC News channel is also available to view 24 
hours a day, while video and radio clips are also available within online news articles. 


In October 2019, BBC News Online launched a mirror on the dark web anonymity 
network Tor in an effort to circumvent censorship. rarsrn 


Opinions[edit] 
Main articles: BBC controversies and Criticism of the BBC 


Political and commercial independencel[edit] 


The BBC is required by its charter to be free from both political and commercial 
influence and answers only to its viewers and listeners. This political objectivity is 
sometimes questioned. For instance, The Daily Telegraph (3 August 2005) carried a 
letter from the KGB defector Oleg Gordievsky, referring to it as "The Red Service". 

Books have been written on the subject, including anti-BBC works like Truth Betrayed by 
W J West and The Truth Twisters by Richard Deacon. 


The BBC's Editorial Guidelines on Politics and Public Policy state that whilst "the voices 
and opinions of opposition parties must be routinely aired and challenged", "the 
government of the day will often be the primary source of news". 


The BBC is regularly accused by the government of the day of bias in favour of the 
opposition and, by the opposition, of bias in favour of the government. Similarly, during 
times of war, the BBC is often accused by the UK government, or by strong supporters 
of British military campaigns, of being overly sympathetic to the view of the enemy. An 
edition of Newsnight at the start of the Falklands War in 1982 was described as "almost 
treasonable" by John Page, MP, who objected to Peter Snow saying "if we believe the 
British". 


During the first Gulf War, critics of the BBC took to using the satirical name "Baghdad 
Broadcasting Corporation". During the Kosovo War, the BBC were labelled the 
"Belgrade Broadcasting Corporation" (suggesting favouritism towards the FR_ 
Yugoslavia government over ethnic Albanian rebels) by British ministers, 

ra although Slobodan Milosevié (then FRY president) claimed that the BBC's coverage 
had been biased against his nation.® 


Conversely, some of those who style themselves anti-establishment in the United 
Kingdom or who oppose foreign wars have accused the BBC of pro-establishment bias 
or of refusing to give an outlet to "anti-war" voices. Following the 2003 invasion of Iraq, 
a study by the Cardiff University School of Journalism of the reporting of the war found 
that nine out of 10 references to weapons of mass destruction during the war assumed 
that Iraq possessed them, and only one in 10 questioned this assumption. It also found 
that, out of the main British broadcasters covering the war, the BBC was the most likely 
to use the British government and military as its source. It was also the least likely to 
use independent sources, like the Red Cross, who were more critical of the war. When it 
came to reporting Iraqi casualties, the study found fewer reports on the BBC than on the 
other three main channels. The report's author, Justin Lewis, wrote "Far from revealing 
an anti-war BBC, our findings tend to give credence to those who criticised the BBC for 


being too sympathetic to the government in its war coverage. Either way, it is clear that 
the accusation of BBC anti-war bias fails to stand up to any serious or sustained 
analysis. "82 


Prominent BBC appointments are constantly assessed by the British media and political 
establishment for signs of political bias. The appointment of Greg Dyke as Director- 
General was highlighted by press sources because Dyke was a Labour Party member 
and former activist, as well as a friend of Tony Blair. The BBC's former Political 

Editor, Nick Robinson, was some years ago a chairman of the Young Conservatives and 
did, as a result, attract informal criticism from the former Labour government, but his 
predecessor Andrew Marr faced similar claims from the right because he was editor 

of The Independent, a liberal-leaning newspaper, before his appointment in 2000. 


Mark Thompson, former Director-General of the BBC, admitted the organisation has 
been biased "towards the left" in the past. He said, "In the BBC | joined 30 years ago, 
there was, in much of current affairs, in terms of people's personal politics, which were 
quite vocal, a massive bias to the left". He then added, "The organization did struggle 
then with impartiality. Now it is a completely different generation. There is much less 
overt tribalism among the young journalists who work for the BBC." 


Historian Mark Curtis finds that BBC news resembles a "straightforward state 
propaganda organ" that provides "critical support for the [British and Western] elite's 
promotion of foreign policy", such as the 2003 war of aggression against Iraq. He says 
this militant nationalism is "not even subtle", and, citing Glasgow university, says BBC 
News is a chief example of "manufactured production of ideology." 


Since the aftermath of the EU referendum, some critics have charged that the BBC is 
biased in favour of leaving the EU. For instance, in 2018, the BBC has received many 
complaints by Remainers who took issue at the BBC not sufficiently covering anti-Brexit 
marches whilst giving smaller-scale events hosted by former UKIP leader Nigel Farage 
more airtime. Such bias has also been expressed by the likes of Labour Peer Andrew 
Adonis who thought that the BBC ‘doesn't even realise it'.22 On the other hand, a poll 
released by YouGov shows that 45% of leave voters think the BBC is ‘actively anti- 
Brexit' compared to 13% of the same kinds of voters who think the BBC is pro-Brexit.! 


IndiaLedit] 


In 2008, the BBC was criticised by some for referring to the terrorists who carried out 
the November 2008 Mumbai attacks as "gunmen". The response to this added to 
prior criticism from some Indian commentators suggesting that the BBC may have 
an Indophobic bias. In March 2015, the BBC was criticised for airing a documentary 
interviewing one of the rapists in India. In spite of a ban ordered by the Indian High 
court, the BBC still aired the documentary. But, the BBC was supported by many 
others from the world for standing for justice, instead of coming under pressure. 22 


Hutton Inquiry[edit] 
Main article: Hutton Inquiry 


BBC News was at the centre of a political controversy following the 2003 invasion of 
Iraq. Three BBC News reports (Andrew Gilligan's on Today, Gavin Hewitt's on The Ten 
O'Clock News and another on Newsnight) quoted an anonymous source that stated the 
British government (particularly the Prime Minister's office) had embellished 

the September Dossier with misleading exaggerations of Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction capabilities. The government denounced the reports and accused the 
corporation of poor journalism. 


In subsequent weeks the corporation stood by the report, saying that it had a reliable 
source. Following intense media speculation, David Kelly was named in the press as the 
source for Gilligan's story on 9 July 2003. Kelly was found dead, by suicide, in a field 
close to his home early on 18 July. An inquiry led by Lord Hutton was announced by the 
British government the following day to investigate the circumstances leading to Kelly's 
death, concluding that "Dr. Kelly took his own life." 


In his report on 28 January 2004, Lord Hutton concluded that Gilligan's original 
accusation was "unfounded" and the BBC's editorial and management processes were 
"defective". In particular, it specifically criticised the chain of management that caused 
the BBC to defend its story. The BBC Director of News, Richard Sambrook, the report 
said, had accepted Gilligan's word that his story was accurate in spite of his notes being 
incomplete. Davies had then told the BBC Board of Governors that he was happy with 
the story and told the Prime Minister that a satisfactory internal inquiry had taken place. 
The Board of Governors, under the chairman's, Gavyn Davies, guidance, accepted that 
further investigation of the Government's complaints were unnecessary. 


Because of the criticism in the Hutton report, Davies resigned on the day of publication. 
BBC News faced an important test, reporting on itself with the publication of the report, 
but by common consent (of the Board of Governors) managed this "independently, 
impartially and honestly".“# Davies’ resignation was followed by the resignation 

of Director General, Greg Dyke, the following day, and the resignation of Gilligan on 30 
January. While undoubtedly a traumatic experience for the corporation, an ICM poll in 
April 2003 indicated that it had sustained its position as the best and most trusted 
provider of news.2 


Israeli-Palestinian conflictLedit] 
See also: Criticism of the BBC § Middle East and Israel, and Balen Report 


The BBC has faced accusations of holding both anti-Israel and anti-Palestine bias. 


Douglas Davis, the London correspondent of The Jerusalem Post, has described the 
BBC's coverage of the Arab-Israeli conflict as "a relentless, one-dimensional portrayal of 
Israel as a demonic, criminal state and Israelis as brutal oppressors [which] bears all the 
hallmarks of a concerted campaign of vilification that, wittingly or not, has the effect of 
delegitimising the Jewish state and pumping oxygen into a dark old European hatred 
that dared not speak its name for the past half-century.".“@ However two large 
independent studies, one conducted by Loughborough University and the other by 
Glasgow University's Media Group concluded that Israeli perspectives are given greater 
coverage. 2zi281 


Critics of the BBC argue that the Balen Report proves systematic bias against Israel in 
headline news programming. The Daily Mail and The Daily Telegraph criticised the BBC 
for spending hundreds of thousands of British tax payers' pounds from preventing the 
report being released to the public. 22201 


Jeremy Bowen, the Middle East Editor for BBC world news, was singled out specifically 
for bias by the BBC Trust which concluded that he violated "BBC guidelines on accuracy 
and impartiality.""% 


An independent panel appointed by the BBC Trust was set up in 2006 to review the 
impartiality of the BBC's coverage of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict." The panel's 
assessment was that "apart from individual lapses, there was little to suggest deliberate 
or systematic bias." While noting a "commitment to be fair accurate and impartial" and 
praising much of the BBC's coverage the independent panel concluded "that BBC output 
does not consistently give a full and fair account of the conflict. In some ways the 


picture is incomplete and, in that sense, misleading." It notes that, "the failure to 
convey adequately the disparity in the Israeli and Palestinian experience, [reflects] the 
fact that one side is in control and the other lives under occupation". 


Writing in the Financial Times, Philip Stephens, one of the panellists, later accused the 
BBC's director-general, Mark Thompson, of misrepresenting the panel's conclusions. He 
further opined "My sense is that BBC news reporting has also lost a once iron-clad 
commitment to objectivity and a necessary respect for the democratic process. If | am 
right, the BBC, too, is lost".2°! Mark Thompson published a rebuttal in the FT the next 
day.2% 


The description by one BBC correspondent reporting on the funeral of Yassir Arafat that 
she had been left with tears in her eyes led to other questions of impartiality, 
particularly from Martin Walker% in a guest opinion piece in The Times, who picked out 
the apparent case of Fayad Abu Shamala, the BBC Arabic Service correspondent, who 
told a Hamas rally on 6 May 2001, that journalists in Gaza were "waging the campaign 
shoulder to shoulder together with the Palestinian people. "n251 


Walker argues that the independent inquiry was flawed for two reasons. Firstly, because 
the time period over which it was conducted (August 2005 to January 2006) surrounded 
the Israeli withdrawal from Gaza and Ariel Sharon's stroke, which produced more 
positive coverage than usual. Furthermore, he wrote, the inquiry only looked at the 
BBC's domestic coverage, and excluded output on the BBC World Service and BBC 
World.22! 


Tom Gross accused the BBC of glorifying Hamas suicide bombers, and condemned its 
policy of inviting guests such as Jenny Tonge and Tom Paulin who have compared Israeli 
soldiers to Nazis. Writing for the BBC, Paulin said Israeli soldiers should be "shot dead" 
like Hitler's S.S, and said he could "understand how suicide bombers feel. "!<2 

needed! According to Gross, Paulin and Tonge continue to be invited as regular guests, and 
they are among the most frequent contributors to their most widely screened arts 
programme.222 


The BBC also faced criticism for not airing a Disasters Emergency Committee aid appeal 
for Palestinians who suffered in Gaza during 22-day war there in late 2008/early 2009. 
Most other major UK broadcasters did air this appeal, but rival Sky News did not. '<#2#222eedea! 


British journalist Julie Burchill has accused BBC of creating a "climate of fear" for British 
Jews over its "excessive coverage" of Israel compared to other nations.24 


Partners[edit] 


BBC and ABC share video segments and reporters as needed in producing their 
newscasts. with the BBC showing ABC World News Tonight with David Muir in the UK. 
However, in July 2017, BBC announced a new partnership with CBS News allows both 
organisations to share video, editorial content, and additional newsgathering resources 
in New York, London, Washington and around the world.2! 


BBC News subscribes to wire services from leading international agencies including PA 
Media (formerly Press Association), Reuters, and Agence France-Presse. In April 2017, 
the BBC dropped Associated Press in favour of an enhanced service from AFP.2:2 


The view of foreign governments[edit] 


BBC News reporters and broadcasts are now and have in the past been banned in 
several countries primarily for reporting which has been unfavourable to the ruling 
government. For example, correspondents were banned by the former apartheid régime 


of South Africa. The BBC was banned in Zimbabwe under Mugabe"! for eight years as a 
terrorist organisation until being allowed to operate again over a year after the 2008 
elections,“ 


The BBC was banned in Burma (officially Myanmar) after their coverage and 
commentary on anti-government protests there in September 2007. The ban was lifted 
four years later in September 2011. Other cases have included Uzbekistan,“ China, 
4131 and Pakistan.““! The BBC online news site's Persian version was blocked from the 
Iranian internet in 2006.151 The BBC News website was made available in China again in 
March 2008,™* but as of October 2014, was blocked again.“ 


In June 2015, the Rwandan government placed an indefinite ban on BBC broadcasts 
following the airing of a controversial documentary regarding the 1994 Rwandan 
genocide, Rwanda's Untold Story, broadcast on BBC2 on 1 October 2014. The UK's 
Foreign Office recognised "the hurt caused in Rwanda by some parts of the 
documentary". 


In February 2017, reporters from the BBC (as well as the Daily Mail, The New York 
Times, Politico, CNN, and others) were denied access to a United States White House 
briefing.“ 


See also[edit] 


EIGISBBC portal 
2 
-~ Journalism portal 


e BBC newsreaders and journalists 

e BBC television news programmes 

e List of BBC newsreaders and reporters 

e List of former BBC newsreaders and journalists 
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BBC News Online is the website of BBC News, the division of the BBC responsible for 
newsgathering and production. 


The website contains international news coverage, as well as British, entertainment, 

science, and political news. Many reports are accompanied by audio and video from the 
BBC's television and radio news services, while the latest TV and radio bulletins are also 
available to view or listen to on the site together with other current affairs programmes. 


BBC News Online is closely linked to its sister department website, that of BBC Sport. 
Both sites follow similar layout and content options and respective journalists work 
alongside each other. Location information provided by users is also shared with the 
website of BBC Weather to provide local content. 


From 1998 to 2001 the site was named best news website at the BAFTA Interactive 
Entertainment Awards when the award category was withdrawn. It has previously won 
both the Judges' award and the People's Voice award for best news site at the 

annual Webby Awards.” 
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The original BBC News website design, May 1998 


The website was launched on 4 November 1997, headed by founding editor Mike 
Smartt and Project Director Bob Eggington. The broader editorial team was brought 
together from within the BBC, from print journalism and from some online sites. 


The BBC had previously created special websites marking the 1995 Budget, the 1996 
Olympic Games, 1997 general election, and the death of Princess Diana in 1997, but 
nothing on the scale of the launch of the main site itself,“ which required the 


development of a completely new production system, for which a team, led by Matthew 
Karas! was specially hired. 


The original design was created by a team, including Matt Jones, based on designs 
commissioned from consultancy Lambie-Nairn, and has been redesigned several times 
mainly to match the visual style of BBC News television bulletins and to exploit 
increases in readers’ typical screen resolutions. A major overhaul in 2003, primarily by 
Paul Sissons and Maire Flynn, coincided with a relaunch of the BBC News Channel (then 
BBC News 24) and featured a wider page design. The site launched a set of semi- 
official RSS 0.91 syndication feeds in June 2003 and upgraded them to full feed RSS 2.0 
in 2008. Each news index has its own RSS feed, including the in-depth sections. 


In 2004 the BBC News website partnered with Moreover Technologies, in a response to 
the 2003 Graf Report, to provide links from BBC articles to rival publishers. Whilst the 
BBC does not censor or change results the algorithms used tend to give greater weight 
to national and international sources over regional or local ones. 


Mike Smartt, who became editor in chief in 2000, was later succeeded by Pete 
Clifton who was subsequently promoted to Head of BBC News Interactive and replaced 
by the previous editor Steve Herrmann in 2005.2 
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BBC News on 11 September 2001 


A restructuring of BBC News starting in 2007 saw the dissolution of the separate BBC 
News Interactive department; the editorial and management departments joined the 
new multimedia newsroom along with television and radio news within BBC Television 
Centre.221 


New features were gradually introduced, including the publicising of video content more 
prominently. From May 2007, the website began to offer a live video stream of BBC 
News 24, the rolling news channel now known as the BBC News channel.2# In line with 
the introduction of new features across BBC Online, including a new navigation bar, the 
site was updated in 2008 with wider centred page designs, larger images and an 
increased emphasis on audio and visual content.“ 


Beginning on 30 April 2009, some published stories included in-text links, mostly to in- 
site profile articles on people, locations and organisations. !#-2eee The BBC announced 
on 19 November 2009 that it was to pay more attention to search engine 

optimisation by extending news headlines.22241 
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BBC News Online in January 2013 


On 14 July 2010 the site was completely redesigned, with the vertical section headings 
moved to run horizontally near the top of the page. The new design, incorporating 
larger in-line videos within news articles and standardised font usage, was introduced 
as a first step to bringing the entire BBC website into line with its new style guidelines. 
451 |t was met with mixed opinions; Stephen Fry stated his approval of the redesign, 

ua and the new design was praised for being "more attractive [and] graphically 
stronger".2“4 However, there was also criticism, with some stating that the use of white 
space was too widespread and led to the need for continuous and excessive scrolling.24 


On 4 March 2014, the BBC launched a beta version of the website which was built 
around the principles of responsive web design, allowing the presentation of content to 
adjust automatically for a wide variety of screen sizes, from desktop computer 

to smartphones and tablet devices.” The new design went live on 23 March 2015.22 


Features[edit] 
UK/International editions[edit] 


There are two different editions of the site: a UK edition, which gives prominence to UK 
stories, and an international edition, which prioritises international news. Internet users 
with IP addresses originating from the UK are served the UK edition, all others receive 
the international edition. The international version contains advertising and an 
"Advertise With Us" link at the bottom. The international version of the website is 
operated by BBC Global News Ltd., the for-profit BBC subsidiary which operates the BBC 
World News television channel.2# All articles are archived indefinitely and can be 
retrieved via searching or by browsing the extensive Special Reports section, which 
contains collections of articles relating to major news stories. The previous seven days' 
top stories were formerly available through the Week at a Glance section of the website. 
As well as pure news articles, the site also contains material to support BBC news, 
current affairs and factual programmes. 


Columnists[edit] 


The blog style used on BBC News Online 


BBC News Online uses a blog-style system for correspondents to write articles within 
their specialism. Journalists including Nick Robinson and Kamal Ahmed use blogs to 
provide updates on current events and topics. Editors also provide entries within the 
"Editors' blog", giving explanations for editorial decisions as well as announcing new 
features or services. Members of the public are also given the opportunity to comment 
on entries from journalists and editors. 


Prior to the adoption of the blog-style, BBC News Online also had a number of topic- 
specific columns written by BBC journalists, such as former education 

correspondent Mike Baker's Mike Baker Weekly, and technology commentator Bill 
Thompson's bill board (formerly bill blog). BBC News Online Science Writer Ivan Noble, 
diagnosed with a malignant brain tumour in August 2002, shared his experiences of 
cancer in Tumour Diary until his death on 31 January 2005. 


Magazine[edit] 


The 'Magazine' is a section of BBC News Online that includes a number of articles that 
are not tied to a particular event or topic, unlike the other articles on the site. The editor 
is Jonathan Duffy, who took over from Giles Wilson in April 2006. !<#2ier2eedea1 


A major part of the magazine is the "Magazine Monitor" column, which takes an 
irreverent view on the day's news. It usually includes the "Paper Monitor", which 
provides a commentary on the daily press in the United Kingdom. During the day a 
series of caption competitions and oddities are added. On weekday evenings at around 
5p.m. GMT, letters from readers, both serious and light-hearted, are published. Topics 
can be varied: comments on news stories; how to measure sizes in terms of London AEC 
Routemaster buses, or for larger geographical areas, Wales; spotting people mentioned 
in news stories whose name is particularly appropriate for their job, etc. Other favourite 
areas of discussion include the Flexicon, the gender of Paper Monitor or coming up with 
sardonic comments about previous letters. 


On Friday evenings, ready for Saturday morning, an article called "10 things we didn't 
know last week" collates odd and interesting facts from the week's news. Readers are 
encouraged to send their own images depicting ten objects to accompany the facts; 
past examples have included 10 swans flying in formation and ten toes. 


Since a redesign of the BBC News Online in September 2006, the Magazine Monitor has 
followed a blog-style layout, rather than as a page updated over the week in a similar 
way to news articles. Comments are allowed, but not published, other than a selection 
in the daily letters. 


On This Day[edit] 


On This Day is the name of the BBC's news archive website. It contains an online digital 
library of news stories reported by the BBC on the Second World War and world events 
from the 1950s to 2005. There are entries for every day of the year, many 

including video or audio reports which can be viewed online. The stories are arranged 
by years, by themes, by witness accounts and by the correspondents reporting the 
stories. There is also a front page which updates daily with past events from that date. 


Embedded video and audio[edit] 


The launch of the BBC iPlayer, with the new Adobe Flash based BBC Embedded Media 
Player in July 200722 enabled BBC News and Sport Online to change the way it 
presented video content. Previously the site had delivered online video content using 
embedded RealPlayer video in pop-up windows branded as the BBC News Player. From 


March 2008 the BBC began to gradually introduce embedded video using the EMP into 
individual news articles and onto the front page.22 The news player also provides 
constant live streaming of the BBC News channel via the website.2! This had previously 
only been viewable in a separate window. 


Mobile and text only versions[edit] 


Previously, in addition to the standard website with embedded video and audio, there 
was an XHTML version optimised for users on mobile devices.2 Additionally 

the WAP”? version of the website is automatically updated with news, and a text-only 
version of the main news website can be accessed via the BBC Betsie service. 


BBC News also runs a mobile app, available on the Android, iOS and Windows 

Phone systems. The app launched in 2010, originally for the iPhone and iPad, followed 
by other providers. In January 2015, it was redesigned to include the option to play 
video and further links within articles to others.24 


In March 2010 the BBC announced that the low graphics and PDA?# versions of the 
site would be discontinued.22 As of May 2010 these versions of the site are no longer 
available and redirect to the main and mobile websites respectively. 


As of 23 March 2015, separate mobile and text only versions have been removed, and 
replaced with a "responsive web design", allowing the presentation of content to adjust 
automatically for a wide variety of screen sizes, from desktop computer to smartphones 
and tablet devices. 


Criticism[edit] 


The site is primarily funded by the television licence, paid by all UK households owning 
a television set, and used to carry no advertising. The World edition has received some 
subsidy from the UK's Foreign and Commonwealth Office through its grant-in-aid to 

the BBC World Service. Proposals to include advertising on the international version of 
the website were discussed by the BBC Trust in February 2007, but were opposed by 
BBC journalists, who feared it would weaken public trust in the impartiality of the BBC. 
831 |In October 2007, it was confirmed that the site would start to carry advertising.“4 The 
advertising consists of large animated banners, which has led to complaints that these 
make the site's content harder to read.22 


The impartiality of the Have Your Say forums has been disputed by organisations such 
as News Sniffer: moderators are accused of sometimes appearing to promote their own 
agenda.: 


Have Your Say received much criticism in 2009 for featuring the question "Should 
homosexuals face execution?". The BBC later removed it and apologised after the BBC 
Pride board lobbied against it and Eric Joyce, the Labour MP for Falkirk, called it "more 
than offensive" and "completely unacceptable". 22 


See also[edit] 
¢ BAA BBC portal 
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This article outlines, in chronological order, the various controversies surrounding or 
involving the BBC. 


Early years[edit] 
1926 General Strike[edit] 


The BBC was established as the privately controlled British Broadcasting Company in 
1922. In 1926 the unions called for a General Strike and the Conservative Government 
feared the outbreak of revolution, as had happened in Russia in 1917. Labour Party 
politicians such as Ramsay MacDonald and Philip Snowden criticised the BBC for being 
pro-Government and anti-Unions; however, throughout the strike, Reith insisted that the 
news bulletins report all sides of the dispute without comment.4 


Reith's attempts to broadcast statements by the Labour Party and TUC leaders were 
blocked by the Government; in partial response, he personally vetoed a statement 
that Randall Davidson, Archbishop of Canterbury, wished to make, in the belief that 
allowing such a statement would give Winston Churchill both motive and opportunity to 
take over the BBC—something which Churchill had continually advocated since the 
beginning of the Strike. Reith admitted to his staff that he would have preferred to allow 
the Labour and TUC leaders to broadcast directly. A post-strike analysis carried out by 


the BBC's Programme Correspondence Department reported that of those polled, 3,696 
commended the BBC's coverage, whilst 176 were critical. 


Between the wars[edit] 


Since 1927, there have been arguments over impartiality at the BBC. In 1927, under a 
Royal Charter, the BBC became a public entity for the first time - with requirements 
including the need for impartiality and for staff not to express opinions on controversial 
subject matters. 


Prior to World War II, Sir John Reith excluded Winston Churchill from the BBC airwaves. 
21 At the time of the Munich Agreement of 1938, Churchill "complained that he had been 
very badly treated...and that he was always muzzled by the BBC". 


1930s to Cold War: MI5 vetting[edit] 


From the late 1930s until the end of the Cold War, MI5 had an officer at the BBC vetting 
editorial applicants. During World War II 'subversives’, particularly suspected 
communists such as the folk singer Ewan MacColl, were banned from the BBC. The 
personnel records of anyone suspicious were stamped with a distinctively shaped green 
tag, or "Christmas tree;" only a handful of BBC personnel staff knew what the ‘Christmas 
trees' meant. See also Wikipedia entries for Ronnie Stonham and Michael Rosen. 


1930s: Commercial radio controversy[edit] 


Because the BBC had become both a monopoly and a non-commercial entity, it soon 
faced controversial competition from British subjects who were operating leased 
transmitters on the continent of Europe before World War II, to blast commercial radio 
programmes into the United Kingdom. John Reith who had been given powers to dictate 
the cultural output of the BBC retaliated by leading the opposition to these commercial 
stations. Controversy spilled over into the press when the British government attempted 
to censor the printing of their programme information. The pressure was created by the 
success of these stations. By 1938 it was reported that on Sundays 80% of the British 
audience was tuning into commercial radio, rather than the non-commercial BBC. ! 


needed) 


Post-war[edit] 
1950s: Claimed involvement in Operation Ajax[edit] 


A BBC Radio 4 documentary in 2005 claimed that it had evidence that a radio 
newsreader inserted the word "exactly" into a midnight timecheck one summer night in 
1953, a code word to the Shah of Iran that Britain supported his plans for a coup. The 
shah had selected the word, the documentary said, and the BBC broadcast the word at 
the request of the government. Officially, the BBC has never acknowledged the code 
word plot. The BBC spokesman declined to comment on a possible connection.“ 


1950s: Independent television controversy[edit] 


Winston Churchill's government passed the Television Act 1954 that permitted the 
creation of the first commercial television network in Britain, ITV. This was criticised in 
the House of Lords by, among others, Lord Reith. Churchill explained to his 

doctor, Lord Moran: "| am against the monopoly enjoyed by the BBC. For eleven years 
they kept me off the air. They prevented me from expressing views which have proved 
to be right. Their behaviour has been tyrannical. They are honeycombed with Socialists 
—probably with Communists". 2 


1965: The War Gaméefedit] 


The War Game is a drama documentary recounting the fictional dropping of Soviet 
nuclear weapons on Britain, centring on projected events in Kent. Using then current 
scientific knowledge of the effects of such a development, the film was directed 

by Peter Watkins. Intended for the twentieth anniversary on 6 August 1965 of 

the dropping of the bomb on Hiroshima, The War Game was dropped from the BBC 
programme schedule before transmission on the grounds that it was too horrifying to be 
shown. Although given a limited cinema release by the British Film Institute (BFI), and 
awarded an Oscar as Best Documentary, it was not screened by the BBC until 1985. 


John Pilger in 2012 argued that the BBC's power to prevent "the truth" being broadcast, 
as represented by Watkins’ film, has made "the state broadcaster [into] a cornerstone 
of Britain’s ruling elite". 


1960s and beyond: Taste and decency[edit] 


Mary Whitehouse launched her 'Clean Up TV campaign’ in April 1964. In her view Hugh 
Greene as BBC Director General was "more than anybody else ... responsible for the 
moral collapse in this country."22 The campaign of Whitehouse and her supporters soon 
became the National Viewers' and Listeners' Association; Mrs Whitehouse was opposed 
to the policies of liberalisation pursued by Greene and largely sustained by his 
successors at the Corporation. Whitehouse's campaign focused much more on the BBC 
than on ITV, and she had a high public profile for several decades. The tabloid press 
also criticised the BBC for what it perceived as lapses in programming quality. 


1971: Yesterday's Men{edit] 


Yesterday's Men is a BBC documentary first broadcast in June 197144 about the former 
ministers of Harold Wilson's Labour government who were now experiencing opposition. 
421 The approach of the programme makers, who included reporter David Dimbleby, 
angered Wilson and the Labour Party who saw it as displaying explicit Conservative 
bias. According to the official History of the BBC web page on the incident, the Labour 
politicians were "effectively tricked into taking part in a programme that would ridicule 
them".“3] During his own interview Wilson was asked by Dimbleby, in an untransmitted 
section of their encounter, about the money he had made from his memoirs, a question 
which led to a furious exchange between them.“4 Wilson wanted the programme 
shelved, but it was broadcast with minor changes." 


1979: Panorama{fedit] 


In November 1979 Panorama showed masked IRA men manning a roadblock 

in Carrickmore.“*! The Army and the Royal Ulster Constabulary withdrew their 
cooperation immediately and the Unionist leader James Molyneaux claimed that the 
filming was "at least a treasonable activity".428" The BBC governors issued a statement 
which blamed the Panorama team and admitted that the filming of the IRA roadblock 
“would appear to be a clear breach of standing instructions in relation to filming in 
lreland".24 In the House of Commons the Conservative MP Tim Eggar requested that the 
Prime Minister, Margaret Thatcher, "contact the governors of the BBC to express 
extreme concern about the way in which the "Panorama" team seems to have 
encouraged the IRA to break the law in Northern Ireland".2# Thatcher replied that the 
government contacted the BBC about the programme: "My hon. Friend will know that 
this is not the first time that we have had occasion to raise similar matters with the BBC. 
My right hon. Friend the Home Secretary and | think that it is time that the BBC put its 
house in order".22 


1980-1990[edit] 
1982: Falklands War[edit] 


During the Falklands War, the Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher and some Conservative 
MPs believed that the BBC was excessively even-handed between Britain and Argentina, 


referring to "the British" and "the Argentines" instead of "our forces" and "the enemy".22 
[20] 


On 2 May during a report for Newsnight, Peter Snow remarked: "Until the British are 
demonstrated either to be deceiving us or to be concealing losses, we can only tend to 
give a lot more credence to the British version of events".24 The Conservative MP John 
Page complained that the programme was "totally offensive and almost treasonable". 
221 Answering a question from Page on 6 May, Thatcher said that "many people are very 
concerned indeed that the case for our British forces is not being put over fully and 
effectively. | understand that there are times when it seems that we and the Argentines 
are being treated almost as equals and almost on a neutral basis. | understand that 
there are occasions when some commentators will say that the Argentines did 
something and then "the British" did something. | can only say that if this is so it gives 
offence and causes great emotion among many people".22 The Sun newspaper 
published an editorial on 7 May titled "Dare Call it Treason: There are Traitors in Our 
Midst" which criticised Snow.22 The Daily Mirror came to Snow's defence in an editorial 
titled 'The Harlot of Fleet Street', calling The Sun "coarse and demented" and that it had 
"fallen from the gutter to the sewer...The Sun today is to journalism what Dr Joseph 
Goebbels was to truth". 


The 10 May edition of Panorama (titled "Can We Avoid War?") also provoked outrage.2= 
261 The day after it was broadcast, the Conservative MP Sally Oppenheim asked Thatcher 
in the Commons: "Is she aware that for the most part, but not all, it was an odious, 
subversive, travesty in which Michael Cockerell and other BBC reporters dishonoured 
the right to freedom of speech in this country?"24 Thatcher responded: "I share the deep 
concern that has been expressed on many sides, particularly about the content of 
yesterday evening's "Panorama" programme. | know how strongly many people feel 
that the case for our country is not being put with sufficient vigour on certain—I do not 
say all—BBC programmes. The chairman of the BBC has assured us, and has said in 
vigorous terms, that the BBC is not neutral on this point, and | hope that his words will 
be heeded by the many who have responsibilities for standing up for our task force, our 
boys, our people and the cause of democracy". 22281 


According to the commander of the British Naval Task Force, Sandy Woodward, while 
the British were preparing to land on San Carlos the BBC World Service broadcast that 
the Battle Group and Amphibious Group of the Task Force had joined up. Woodward 
later wrote: "I had hoped that this particular rendezvous at least could have remained a 
military secret until after the actual landing, but as ever the British media were more 
interested in the truth than in the consequences for our own people. We were 
infuriated".22 Some on the Task Force said that "if we got hit on the way and lost a lot of 
men, the Director General of the BBC should be charged with treason".&2 Shortly before 
the attack on Goose Green, the BBC broadcast that an attack was imminent and that 
the 2 Para regiment were within five miles of Darwin. According to Woodward, there 
"are still some who believe that BBC report was directly responsible for the Argentinian 
‘ambush’ in which Colonel Jones and many others died. Standing in the Ops Room 

of Hermes on the day the BBC effectively informed the Args of our position and bearing, 
| am sure we all felt the same".22 Thatcher later wrote: "Many of the public (including 
us) did not like the attitude [of the media] particularly the BBC...My concern was always 


the safety of our forces. Theirs was news".24, She was also angry about the BBC's 
disclosure of 2 Para's position: "Can there ever have been an army which had to fight its 
battles against media reporting like that?" 


1984: "Maggie's Militant Tendency" controversy[edit] 


In January 1984 the BBC programme Panorama broadcast "Maggie's Militant Tendency" 
which claimed that three Conservative MPs (Neil Hamilton, Harvey Proctor and Gerald 
Howarth) had links to far-right organisations both in Britain and on the Continent. 

831 There was controversy over the editing of the programme: it juxtaposed shots of 
Howarth wearing a train driver's uniform at a steam railway enthusiasts’ rally with the 
claim that he had attended a fascist meeting in Italy, implying that the uniform he was 
wearing was a fascist one.&" In response, Hamilton and Howarth sued the BBC. The 
Director-General, Alasdair Milne, told the governors that the BBC's defence was "fire- 
proof" but in late 1986 the acting chairman, Lord Barnett, realised that the programme 
would not withstand legal scrutiny. Hamilton and Howarth received around a million 
pounds in libel damages. 


1984: Falsified coverage of miners' strike[edit] 
Main article: Battle of Orgreave 


Footage of the so-called "Battle of Orgreave" on 18 June 1984 had been filmed by a 
crew from the BBC. When this appeared on that evening's BBC news bulletins, it was 
edited and broadcast out of chronological sequence, falsely showing pickets throwing 
stones at the police and the police subsequently carrying out a mounted charge. 222si32381 


1986: Libyan raid controversy[edit] 


The BBC News at Six reporting of the American bombing raid on Libya outraged 
Thatcher and Conservative Party Chairman Norman Tebbit because they believed it 
accepted the Libyan government's propaganda about civilian casualties and because it 
gave no airtime to American or British spokesmen to explain their government's stance. 
e4 Tebbit ordered Conservative Central Office to compile a dossier on the BBC's 
reporting and then to hand it to the lawyer Lord Goodman for a critique. Goodman's 
critique largely agreed with the dossier's findings and on 30 October Tebbit submitted it 
to Lord Barnett, saying that the BBC's coverage was "a mixture of news, views, 
speculations, error and uncritical carriage of Libyan propaganda which does serious 
damage to the reputation of the BBC". The BBC rejected its findings.“ 


1986: Secret Society controversy[edit] 
Main article: Zircon affair 


In 1986 BBC journalists went on strike to protest against police raids in search of 
evidence that a BBC television series in production, Secret Society, had endangered 
national security. The police searched the BBC studios in Glasgow, Scotland, the London 
home of investigative journalist Duncan Campbell, and the New Statesman offices.) 


On 12 June 1985, the controller of BBC2, Graeme MacDonald, was offered a series of 
documentaries by the BBC studios in Scotland in conjunction with an offer to them by 
Duncan Campbell whose work had previously appeared in the New 

Statesman magazine. The programmes were six half-hour films by Duncan Campbell 
(researched and presented by Campbell and produced according to BBC standards), 

which illuminated "hidden truths of major public concern". The six programmes were: 


e One: The Secret Constitution about a small, secret Cabinet committee that was in 
reality the Establishment that ruled the United Kingdom. ataten needed 

e Two: /n Time of Crisis about secret preparations for war that began in 1982 within 
every NATO country. This programme revealed what Britain would do. 

e Three: A Gap In Our Defences about bungling defence manufacturers and 
incompetent military planners who have botched every new radar system that 
Britain has installed since World War II. !<t##2222edea 

e Four: We're All Data Now about the Data Protection Act 1984, !«tation needed 

e Five: Unfinished - about the Association of Chief Police Officers and how government 
policy and actions are determined in the fields of law and order, 's#2t222eedea! 

e Six: Unfinished - about communications with particular reference to satellites. «teten 


needed] 


Work began on the series. In April 1986 Alan Protheroe, acting on behalf of BBC Director 
General Alasdair Milne was asked for permission to bug a private detective who said he 
could access a Criminal Records Office computer. Permission was granted and filming 
took place. The police were informed and the man was subsequently charged under 
Section 2 of the Official Secrets Act 1911. !st#tionneeden 


The sixth programme would have revealed details of a top secret spy satellite and 
Alisdair Milne had already decided to cut it from the line-up when The 

Observer newspaper broke the story on 18 January 1987 with the headline: "BBC gag on 
£500M defence secret". Combined with this story was a report that the Home 

Office intended to restrict the broadcast receiver licence fee, the implication being that 
the government had decided to censor BBC investigative journalism. !ettenneedea 


Soon afterwards, a series of programmes on BBC Radio Four called My Country Right or 
Wrong was banned by the government because it might have revealed sensitive 
secrets. The series was censored only a few hours before it was due to start because it 
dealt with similar issues to the television series concerning the British "secret state". 
However, it was eventually broadcast uncut, after the government decided that it did 
not breach any laws or interfere with national security. '##or2eedea 


1987: Sacked director general controversy[edit] 


On 29 January 1987 Alasdair Milne was sacked by the newly appointed chairman of the 
BBC Board of Governors, Marmaduke Hussey. He was replaced by a senior BBC 
accountant, Michael Checkland. Milne later wrote his account of this affair in The 
Memoirs of a British Broadcaster. 


1990-2000/[edit] 


1988-1994: Sinn Féin broadcast ban[edit] 
Main article: 1988-94 British broadcasting voice restrictions 


On 19 October 1988, Conservative Home Secretary Douglas Hurd under Prime 

Minister Margaret Thatcher issued a notice under clause 13(4) of the BBC Licence and 
Agreement to the BBC and under section 29(3) of the Broadcasting Act 1981 to 

the Independent Broadcasting Authority prohibiting the broadcast of direct statements 
by representatives or supporters of eleven Irish political and military organisations.“ 

m The ban lasted until 1994, and denied the UK news media the right to broadcast the 
voices, though not the words, of all Irish republican and loyalist paramilitaries, while the 
ban was targeted primarily at Sinn Féin.“ 


Government intimidation and laws before the ban had already resulted in forms of self- 
censorship.“ An INLA interview in July 1979 on BBC's Tonight caused a controversy 
involving Prime Minister Thatcher and was the last time such an interview was heard on 
British television.4“@ The 1980 Panorama film of the IRA on patrol in Carrickmore was 
seized by police under the Prevention of Terrorism Acts following an outcry in 
parliament and the press.“ In 1985 an edition of BBC's Real Lives series ("At the Edge 
of the Union") was temporarily withdrawn under government pressure. BBC governors 
found themselves in conflict with management and the corporation's journalists went on 
strike for a day. The programme was later transmitted with minor changes.”@#! 


Coverage of Sinn Féin by the BBC before the ban was minimal. In 1988 Sinn Féin was 
only heard or seen on television 93 times, had only 17 of the 633 formal BBC interviews 
as compared to 121 interviews with the Conservative Party and 172 with the Royal 
Ulster Constabulary and the civil service, and were never interviewed in the studio like 
many other participants.“ However, after the ban there was a steep decline in 
coverage of Sinn Féin and republican viewpoints, with television appearances being 
reduced to 34 times in the following year, and the delays and uncertainties caused by 
ambiguities, voice-overs and subtitles often lead to coverage and films being dropped 
entirely.©2 


To allow the continuation of news reporting on the subject, during a time when ‘The 
Troubles’ in Northern Ireland were a matter of great importance and interest, the BBC 
used actors to speak Adams' words. The net effect of the ban was to increase publicity. 


[citation needed) 


October 1998: Richard Bacon cocaine controversy[edit] 


On 18 October 1998, a presenter of the children's television programme Blue 
Peter, Richard Bacon, was in the headlines when it emerged he had taken cocaine. He 
was released from his BBC contract immediately. 5452 


2000-2010([edit] 
2003: Death of Dr David Kelly[edit] 
In May 2003, the defence correspondent of the BBC Radio 4 Today programme, Andrew 


Gilligan, quoted a government official who stated that the British government had 
"sexed up" a dossier concerning weapons of mass destruction in Iraq, against the 
wishes of the intelligence services. A newspaper report claimed that Alastair 
Campbell (the Prime Minister's Director of Communications and Strategy), was 
responsible. The government strongly denied the claims and this prompted an 
investigation by parliament. !tstior needed 


A Ministry of Defence scientist, Dr David Kelly, was named as the alleged source of the 
news item, which led to official sources suggesting that Dr Kelly was not a credible 
source. The subsequent suicide of Dr Kelly resulted in an escalation of the conflict 
between the government and the BBC, during which both sides received severe 
criticism for their roles in the matter. 


2004: Hutton Report[edit] 
Main article: Hutton Inquiry 
The publication in January 2004 of the Hutton Report into Dr Kelly's death was 


extremely critical of Andrew Gilligan, and of the corporation's management processes 
and standards of journalism. In the aftermath, both the chairman of the BBC Gavyn 


Davies and the Director-General Greg Dyke resigned, followed by Gilligan himself. Lord 
Hutton was accused of failing to take account of the imperfections inherent in 
journalism, while giving the government the benefit of the doubt over its own conduct. 
Large parts of the media branded it a whitewash.&! 


2004: Butler Report[edit] 


Main article: Butler Review 


A second inquiry by Lord Butler of Brockwell did review the intelligence on weapons of 
mass destruction and the production of the dossier. Amongst other things, the Butler 
Report concluded that: 


",,. the fact that the reference [to the 45 minute claim] in the classified assessment was 
repeated in the dossier later led to suspicions that it had been included because of its 
eye-catching character." 


Andrew Gilligan claims that the But/er Report vindicated his original story that the 
dossier had been "sexed up" 'tationneededt 


2004-2007: Balen Report[edit] 


Main article: The Balen Report 


The BBC fought to overturn a ruling by the Information Tribunal that the BBC was wrong 
to refuse to release to a member of the public under the Freedom of Information Act of 

2000 (FOI) the Balen report on its Middle East coverage. The report examines the BBC's 
coverage of the Arab-Israeli conflict. 54551 


The corporation was reported to have spent £200,000 on fighting the case and was 
accused by commentators of wasting licence fee payers' money. Critics called the BBC's 
blocking an FOI request "shameful hypocrisy” in light of the corporation's previous 
extensive use of FOI requests in its journalism.&2 


On Friday 27 April 2007 the High Court rejected Steven Sugar's challenge to the 
Information Commissioner's decision. However, on 11 February 2009 the House of Lords 
(the UK's highest court) reinstated the Information Tribunal's decision to allow Mr 
Sugar's appeal against the Information Commissioner's decision. The matter goes back 
to the High Court for determination of the BBC's further appeal on a point of law against 
the Tribunal's decision. 


The BBC's press release following the High Court judgement included the following 
statement: 


"The BBC's action in this case had nothing to do with the fact that the Balen report was 
about the Middle East - the same approach would have been taken whatever area of 
news output was covered."57 


Mr Sugar was reported after his success in the House of Lords as saying: 


"It is sad that the BBC felt it necessary to spend hundreds of thousands of pounds of 
public money fighting for three years to try to load the system against those requesting 
information from it. | am very pleased that the House of Lords has ruled that such 
obvious unfairness is not the result of the Act." 


Steven Sugar died of cancer in January 2011,5% and it remains unclear what will happen 
with the legal battle. There is the possibility of someone picking up the case on Mr. 
Sugar's behalf. The Supreme Court says it has listed the case provisionally for another 
hearing in Autumn 2011. 


2004-2011: Siemens outsourcing[edit] 


In 2004 the BBC Governors approved a deal to outsource the BBC's 

IT, telephony and broadcast technology (which had previously been run by the 
corporation's internal BBC technology division) to the German engineering and 
electronics company Siemens IT Solutions and Services (SIS). It was claimed that the 
sale of BBC Technology would deliver over £30 million of savings to the BBC.& In June 
2007 a report published by the House of Commons Public Accounts Committee was 
critical of the deal, claiming that BBC management had omitted £60 million’ worth of 
hidden costs in its application to the Board of Governors and that the profits to Siemens 
had not been taken into account. Recorded savings to the BBC had amounted to £22m, 
38% lower than the BBC's original forecast. 2Us21 


The BBC's partnership with Siemens underwent some high-profile difficulties, including 
issues with the corporation-wide switchover to an IP telephony system in 2009; a 
major outage of the BBC website in 2011; and Siemens was the original technology 
partner in the Digital Media Initiative until its contract was terminated in 2009 (see 
below). In December 2010, SIS was acquired from Siemens by the French 

company Atos and BBC IT, broadcast and website systems are now managed by Atos. 


March 2007: Blue Peter phone-in[edit] 


A phone-in competition supporting Unicef, held by the children's programme Blue 
Peter in November 2006, was revealed to have been rigged. The winning caller in the 
competition was actually a visitor to the set who pretended to be calling from an outside 
line to select a prize. The competition was rigged because of a technical problem with 
receiving the calls.© The controversy was the beginning of a wider controversy in which 
a number of other broadcasters were fined for faking telephone competitions. 


March 2007: BBC Jam[edit] 


In 2006 the BBC launched a free educational website for children, BBC Jam, which cost 
£150 million. Following complaints by a number of commercial suppliers of educational 
software that the BBC was engaging in anti-competitive practices by providing this 
service for free, the BBC Trust announced that the website would be suspended pending 
a review.” The following year it was decided that the service would not be relaunched 
and it was closed permanently. 


July 2007: A Year with the Queen{edit] 


In early 2007 the BBC commissioned RDF Media to make a behind-the-scenes film about 
the monarchy, titled Monarchy: The Royal Family at Work, for BBC One. A 60-second 
trailer was shown at the BBC1 autumn launch in London on 11 July. The trailer showed 
two clips of Queen Elizabeth Il; one in which she tells photographer Annie Leibovitz that 
she will not remove her crown to make the scene look "less dressy", and another in 
waren the Queen says "I'm not changing anything. I've done enough dressing like this". 


The shots in the trailer were edited out of sequence, making it appear as if the Queen 
had abruptly left the photo shoot, when in fact, the second shot showed 

her entering the shoot. BBC 1 Controller Peter Fincham told journalists at the launch 
that it showed the monarch "losing it a bit and walking out in a huff". 


The next day, newspapers and other media sources ran headlines stating that the 
Queen had stormed out during the session. On 12 July, the BBC released a formal 


apology” to both the Queen and Leibovitz. On 16 July, RDF Media admitted it was 
"guilty of a serious error of judgement"; Fincham and RDF Media chief creative 
officer Stephen Lambert both resigned. 


In October 2007, the BBC released the report of its investigation into the incident. The 
investigation concluded that nobody at the BBC "consciously set out to defame or 
misrepresent the Queen" and that there was never a possibility "that the misleading 
sequence could have been included in the finished documentary to be broadcast by the 
BBC" but that nonetheless "the incident reveal[ed] misjudgements, poor practice and 
ineffective systems as well, of course, as the usual helping of bad luck that often 
accompanies such sorry affairs. "27 


September 2007: The Blue Peter cat[edit] 


When the children's programme Blue Peter acquired a pet cat in January 2007, it held 
an internet vote to choose a name for the animal. In September of that year, it was 
revealed that viewers had selected the name Cookie, but producers changed the result 
to Socks instead, leading to accusations of breach of audience trust. An apology to 
viewers was subsequently made on the programme. 


2008: The Russell Brand Show prank telephone calls row[edit] 
Main article: The Russell Brand Show prank telephone calls row 


In a show recorded on 16 October 2008 and broadcast two days later, Brand made 
several phone calls, along with guest Jonathan Ross, to the home of actor Andrew 
Sachs, claiming that Brand had sexual relations with his granddaughter Georgina Baillie, 
along with further apparently lewd suggestions. Later coverage in the Daily 

Mail newspaper led to number of complaints, and ultimately Ross left the broadcaster. 


2009: Gaza DEC Appeal 2009 refusal to broadcastiedit] 


On 22 January 2009, the BBC declined a request from the Disasters Emergency 
Committee!) (DEC) to screen an aid appeal intended to raise money to aid the relief 
effort following then recent hostilities in the Gaza Strip. Explanations cited by Mark 
Thompson, the BBC's then Director General raised doubts about the possibility of 
delivering aid in a volatile situation and highlighted the need to avoid any risk of 
compromising public confidence in the BBC's impartiality in the context of an ongoing 
news story.22 


Because of a lack of consensus among UK broadcasters, with British Sky 

Broadcasting announcing it would follow the BBC's view, TV channels in the UK initially 
decided not to broadcast the appeal.,@ A public demonstration occurred outside 
Broadcasting House on 24 January with former cabinet minister Tony Benn attacking the 
decision in an interview on BBC News 24 during which he read out the appeal address, 
and alleging that the Israeli government was preventing the appeal from being 
broadcast. 


The Guardian reported that the BBC faced a revolt from its journalists over the issue, 
and that they had been threatened with dismissal if they spoke out.22 In an editorial, 
the paper described the refusal to broadcast the appeal as 'taking a partisan stance' 
and an error of judgement. 


Four days after the BBC refusal, ITV, Channel 4 and Five broadcast the appeal intact on 
26 January. The BBC also broadcast substantial extracts from the appeal in its TV news 
programmes. 


The BBC's decision came in for criticism across the political spectrum including from 
senior politicians such as Nick Clegg, Douglas Alexander and Hazel Blears and public 
figures like the Archbishops of York®! and Canterbury,®= although it was supported by a 
few commentators such as Dominic Lawson. 


On 25 January 2009, then Secretary of State for International Development Douglas 
Alexander supported the appeal telling Sky News: "My appeal is a much more straight 
forward one. People are suffering right now, many hundreds of thousands of people are 
without the basic necessities of life. That for me is a very straight forward case and | 
sincerely hope that the British people respond with characteristic generosity.""=4 


MP Richard Burden put forward an early day motion calling on the BBC to screen the 
appeal which received the support of 112 MPs. #81 Meanwhile, another Labour 

MP, Gerald Kaufman, complained about "nasty pressure" on the BBC from Israeli 
lobbyists. However, Mark Thompson, the Director-General of the BBC, denied that the 
decision was due to Israeli pressure. Complaints to the BBC about the decision were 
directed to Mark Thompson's blog.“= BBC's Newsnight programme reported that the 
BBC had received over 15,000 complaints as well as 200 letters of support.) 


After the appeal was broadcast on Channel 4 on 26 January 2009, Niaz Alam resigned as 
an external member of the BBC's Appeals Advisory Committee in protest“ at the BBC's 
explanation of its refusal to broadcast the appeal, after news coverage gave the 
impression the whole of this committee had been party to the decision. 


A version of his resignation letter,“ was published in Private Eye,“! defending the 
impartiality of the Disasters Emergency Committee's recommendation and criticising 
the BBC's refusal to broadcast the appeal. The letter also disputed the logic of the 
justification to block the appeal on grounds of impartiality by pointing out that 'the 
ultimate logic of a policy of avoiding appeals arising out of politically controversial 
conflicts would be for the BBC to ignore major humanitarian crises.' 


Journalist and broadcaster Peter Oborne wrote and presented an edition of Channel 
4's Dispatches titled "Inside Britain's Israel Lobby, " in which this controversy was 
featured as one small part towards the end, when he discussed the BBC's refusal to 
broadcast the 2009 DEC Gaza appeal with Niaz Alam. 


The BBC Trust reported in its 'Decision of the BBC Trust’ document on the appeal that, 
‘the BBC Executive had received about 40,000 complaints about the Director General's 
decision'.“= The BBC's chief operating officer, Caroline Thomson, affirmed the need to 
broadcast "without affecting and impinging on the audience's perception of our 
impartiality" and that in this case, it was a "real issue."24 


The 2009 Gaza appeal is the only occasion on which the BBC is known to have refused 
an appeal broadcast request from the DEC. 


It is reported the 2009 DEC Gaza appeal screened only by Channel 4 and ITV raised 
£8.3m.22 In August 2014 the BBC broadcast a new DEC aid appeal for people in Gaza, 
(991 without similar controversy, which raised £16m over two years. n% 


2009: BNP Question Time appearance[edit] 
Main article: Question Time British National Party controversy 


Following the improved performance of the British National Party in the 2009 European 
elections, the BBC controversially changed its stance on the appearance of the BNP on 
the flagship current affairs talk show, Question Time, and invited party leader Nick 
Griffin to appear on its edition of 22 October 2009. The BBC was also obliged to transmit 
party political broadcasts by the BNP. 


2008-2013: Digital Media Initiative[edit] 


Main article: Digital Media Initiative 


In 2008 the BBC launched the Digital Media Initiative (DMI), a technology programme 
intended to streamline broadcast operations by moving to a fully 

digital, tapeless production workflow at a cost of £81.7 million. It was forecast to deliver 
cost savings to the BBC of around £18 million. DMI was contracted out to the technology 
services provider Siemens with consulting by Deloitte. 


Costs of the project rose after a number of technical problems and delays, and in 2009 
the BBC terminated the contract with Siemens.“ BBC losses were estimated to be 
£38.2m,© partially offset by a £27.5m settlement paid by Siemens, leaving a loss of 
£10.7m to the BBC. The BBC was criticised by the UK National Audit Office in 2011 for 
its handling of the project.2:2 


In 2009 the BBC brought the DMI project in-house and started work on a digital system 
to be known as Fabric.2 Lord Hall, the BBC's Director General, announced in late May 
2013 that the project was to be abandoned after costs reached £98 million, 29221 


2009-2012: Denis Avey Claims[edit] 


On 29 November 2009 BBC News Channel broadcast claims by Denis Avey that he 
smuggled himself into Monowitz concentration camp in 1944. These claims were 
presented as fact on the BBC website% and became the subject of the best-selling 
book The Man who Broke into Auschwitz co-authored by Avey and BBC journalist Rob 
Broomby. Avey's claims generated considerable controversy, and were questioned in a 
number of newspapers.22%1 The BBC came under criticism for having broadcast these 
and for promoting the book.» The BBC subsequently acknowledged the controversy 
in a subsequent programme.24 


2009-2014: Women in panel shows[edit] 


In 2009, the actress and comedian Victoria Wood stated that BBC panel shows were too 
male-dominated, and involved "a lot of men topping each other". m2 


In February 2014 the television executive Danny Cohen said that there would no longer 
be any all male comedy panel shows on the BBC and all shows must contain a woman. 
The journalist Caitlin Moran referred to tokenism already existing on such shows. 

131 Dara Ó Briain, host of BBC 2 panel show Mock the Week, also referred to tokenism 
and "token woman" speaking against this idea.“# Comedian Milton Jones called it 
"counterproductive”. 445) 


Journalist Deborah Orr, although she also considered it "tokenistic", wrote in favour of 
the plan: "The issue of gender representation on panel games is comparatively trivial. 
But the fact is this: if comparatively trivial contemporary manifestations of long- 
standing disadvantage cannot be seen for what they are, and dealt with, but instead 
become bemired in trenchant opposition, what hope is there in tackling the vast, brutal 
and comprehensive ones," 


2010-present([edit] 


2010: Weapons claims offend Bob Geldof, Ethiopia and 
Africa[edit] 


In March 2010 Bob Geldof confronted Andrew Marr on a BBC report claiming the 
Ethiopian government used money raised for the famine to pay for weapons. Geldof and 
the Band Aid Trust reported the BBC to Ofcom over the incident.“ Development 
agency Christian Aid announced it too would make a complaint to the BBC Trust. The 
Ethiopian ambassador to the UK Berhanu Kebede called it a "disgrace" and a "ridiculous 
report" and said the BBC had "destroyed its credibility in Africa" by making such claims. 
1191 Geldof said it would be a "tragedy" if British people refused to donate money due to 
the BBC claims. =% 


The BBC initially announced that it was standing by its report and claimed to have 
evidence to back up its stance.“ The BBC was forced to broadcast a series of apologies 
in November 2010 after realising that it did not have enough evidence that any money 
was spent on weapons, basing much of the unfounded claims on a CIA report it had 
failed to question. It also apologised to Geldof for claiming that he had refused to 
respond to its fabricated story, with Geldof saying that much damage had been caused 
by the BBC to charity campaigns."2 Mr. Geldof also said "appalling damage" had been 
caused to the Band Aid Trust by the BBC.222! 


2007-2011: Accusations of ageism and sexism[edit] 


The BBC was accused of ageism and sexism when news presenter Moira Stuart (55) - 
the first black female television newsreader - was sacked in April 2007 after more than 
two decades of presenting, despite many male presenters in similar situations being 
allowed to continue in their jobs.“ In November 2008, four 

female Countryfile presenters (Michaela Strachan, Charlotte Smith, Miriam 

O'Reilly and Juliet Morris), all in their 40s and 50s, were dismissed from the show.222 


The issue returned in July 2009, when former theatre choreographer Arlene Phillips (66) 
was replaced on the Strictly Come Dancing panel by Alesha Dixon, a pop-star half her 
age.4251 The males on the show were Len Goodman (65), Bruno Tonioli (53), Craig Revel 
Horwood (44), and Bruce Forsyth (81).428 


Former Countryfile presenter Miriam O'Reilly claimed she was "warned about wrinkles", 
221 and won an employment tribunal against the corporation on the grounds of ageism 
and victimisation - but not sexism.“22 With other older women also dropped by the 
BBC, Joan Bakewell claimed the BBC's policy was "damaging the position of older 
women in society", whilst former Liberal Democrat leader Menzies Campbell said that 
the BBC was obsessed with youth culture and was shallow thinking.“22 


2010-2011: Q/ and Tsutomu Yamaguchiledit] 


In December 2010, the BBC broadcast an episode of its TV quiz show Q/in which 
panellists made jokes during a discussion about Tsutomu Yamaguchi, who survived 
both atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 1945.22 Yamaguchi had 
died only earlier that year.2 The Japanese embassy in London wrote a letter of 
complaint to the BBC about the content of its quiz show after being alerted to the 
offensive content when viewers in Japan contacted diplomatic staff.“ Yamaguchi's 
daughter also made known how upset she was as a result of the comments broadcast 
on the BBC.2 She said that Britain, as a nuclear power, had no right to "look down" on 
her father, 2221 


In January 2011, the BBC issued an apology for "any offence caused" to Japan by the 
incident, recognising "the sensitivity of the subject matter for Japanese viewers". In 
February 2011, the BBC blamed a "strength of feeling" in Japan following its atomic 
bomb joke broadcast for the cancellation of the filming of part of its Planet 

Word documentary in Japan.“ The documentary was due to be presented by Stephen 
Fry, the host of Q/.34! 


2011: Top Gear comments on Mexico[edit] 


On 30 January 2011, the BBC broadcast an episode of its motoring TV show Top 

Gear during which presenters referred to Mexicans as both "lazy" and "feckless" and 
Mexican food as "refried sick".=53 The broadcast caused many complaints in Mexico, 
including in newspapers and websites, while a motion of censure was considered in the 
Mexican senate and the BBC Spanish-language website BBC Mundo received protests. 
4351 Richard Hammond, one of the presenters, expressed doubt that there would be any 
complaints against them as, he alleged, the Mexican ambassador would be asleep. 225! 


British MPs described the comments as "ignorant, derogatory and racist" and called on 
the BBC to say it was sorry. Mexico's ambassador in London also requested that the 
BBC Say it was sorry for the "offensive, xenophobic and humiliating" comments."3 

4361 The legal firm who previously pursued the media in the Shilpa Shetty case involving 
comments in Big Brother have engaged clients for the case.22 


The BBC then offered an apology, though it claimed there was no "vindictiveness" in the 
remarks and that they were just part of the stereotype-based comedy the organisation 
espoused, such as when it "make|[s] jokes about the Italians being disorganised and 
over dramatic, the French being arrogant and the Germans being over-organised". 2251 
4381 Trevor Phillips, head of the Equality and Human Rights Commission, told The Sunday 


Times that he was "not going to get hot under the collar about schoolboy provocation 
which frankly is organised so that we can get into a ruck and sell more DVDs for Jeremy 
Clarkson - Jeremy is rich enough".32) 


Fake child labour footage in Bangalore[edit] 


The BBC's 50-year-old flagship weekly current affairs programme Panorama had aired a 
documentary claiming that Bangalore-based suppliers of Primark, a hugely successful 
retailer with 220 stores across Europe, were using child labour in their production in 
2008. The claim has been found to be untrue and the BBC apologised to Primark 
admitting its mistake. Responding to Primark's protest, the BBC conceded in a 49-page 
report that footage of three boys engaged in completing garments for Primark was 
"more likely than not" to have been "not genuine" after a three-year internal inquiry. 1% 


UEFA Euro 2012 in Poland and Ukraine[edit] 


During the UEFA Euro 2012 football tournament in Poland and Ukraine, the BBC current 
affairs programme Panorama aired Euro 2012: Stadiums of Hate, which discussed 
racism in the sport. It included recent footage of supporters chanting various 
xenophobic slogans and displays of white power symbols and banners in Poland, as well 
as Nazi salutes and the beating of a few South Asians in Ukraine.“ The documentary 
was widely commented in the British press, but later criticised for being one-sided, 
sensationalist and unethical. The critics included other British media outlets, Polish anti- 
racism campaigners and black and Jewish community leaders in Poland. Polish and 
Ukrainian politicians and journalists, British fans visiting Poland and Ukraine and Gary 
Lineker also voiced similar concerns about the broadcast. !242!1431!144111451 


The executive director of the Jewish Community Centre of Kraków, Jonathan Ornstein, a 
Jewish source used in the film said: "I am furious at the way the BBC has exploited me 
as a source. The organization used me and others to manipulate the serious subject of 
anti-Semitism for its own sensationalist agenda... the BBC knowingly cheated its own 
audience - the British people - by concocting a false horror story about Poland. In doing 
so, the BBC has spread fear, ignorance, prejudice and hatred. | am profoundly disturbed 
by this unethical form of journalism. "12 


The Guardian reported: "Other sources have come forward to say that an interview with 
a Jewish Israeli player was also cut from the programme because he failed to confirm 
Panorama's "anti-semitism" thesis. The BBC interviewed midfielder Aviram Baruchian, 
who plays for the Polish team Polonia Warsaw. One source who was present said the 
Panorama journalists had complained afterwards that the interview was "useless". 
Panorama strongly denies this.“ 


The Daily Mail reported that the Football Association intended to write a letter of 
complaint to the BBC.244 


Despite the BBC warning, Poland and Ukraine fans were not exhibiting racist attitudes. 
By the end of the tournament however, four other nations were fined by UEFA for the 
racist activities of their fans: Germany, Spain, Croatia and Russia. 1an 


June 2012: Diamond Jubilee coverage[edit] 
The BBC's live television coverage of the Queen's Diamond Jubilee River Thames 


Pageant on 3 June 2012 attracted some criticism in the media, and the corporation 
reportedly received over 4500 complaints from members of the public about the 
broadcast.2 Criticism centred on the "informal" style of presentation which was 
perceived by some commentators to be too lowbrow for a royal occasion. Some 
reviewers thought that the BBC presenters had concentrated too much on 
interviewing celebrities and that they were insufficiently prepared to add depth to the 
TV commentary. 2512521 


The actor and writer Stephen Fry was of the opinion that the coverage was "mind- 
numbingly tedious",“! and BBC radio presenter Sue MacGregor expressed 
disappointment that the coverage had failed to provide sufficient historical context to 
viewers. Poet Laureate Carol Ann Duffy™ and composer Gavin Greenaway'** publicly 
criticised the lack of television coverage given to the music which had been specially 
commissioned for the event. BBC creative director Alan Yentob defended the BBC's 
coverage, citing high audience approval ratings, and Director-General of the BBC Mark 
Thompson congratulated BBC staff for their work on the broadcast.“ 


October 2012: Jimmy Savile abuse scandal[edit] 
Main article: Jimmy Savile sexual abuse scandal 


In early October 2012, it was found that a Newsnight investigation to allegations 

of sexual abuse by the late Jimmy Savile had been shelved shortly before it was due to 
be broadcast.2 On 11 October George Entwistle, the Director-General of the BBC, 
directed the head of BBC Scotland, Ken MacQuarrie, to commence an investigation into 
why this program was cancelled,“ He also announced an investigation into the BBC's 
child protection policy, and another into the prevalent culture within the department, 
particularly at the time of Savile's employment. 221261 


On 23 October 2012, Entwistle appeared before the Culture, Media and Sport 
Committee to answer questions following revelations that Savile had abused children on 
BBC property while working for the BBC. When asked by committee chairman John 


Whittingdale if the BBC's reputation for trust and integrity was in jeopardy, Entwistle 
stated that allegations of child abuse at the BBC were a "very, very grave matter". 

4e] A Panorama investigation reported on what they considered to have been a 
paedophile ring that might have operated for at least 20 years, and possibly as long as 
40 years,™= and BBC World Affairs editor John Simpson described it as the BBC's 
"biggest crisis for over 50 years”. 28! 


On 12 November the BBC announced that its director of news Helen Boaden was 
"stepping aside", together with her deputy Steve Mitchell, prior to the outcome of an 
investigation into the Savile child abuse claims.“ Nick Pollard's report into the shelving 
of a Newsnight report on Savile in 2011 was published on 19 December 2012. It 
concluded that the decision to drop the original report was "flawed", but that it had not 
been done to protect programmes prepared as tributes to Savile. Pollard's report 
criticised George Entwistle for apparently failing to read emails warning him of Savile's 
"dark side", and stated that, after the allegations against Savile eventually became 
public, the BBC fell into a "level of chaos and confusion [that] was even greater than 
was apparent at the time".“2 The BBC announced that Newsnight editor Peter 

Rippon and deputy editor Liz Gibbons would be replaced, and that deputy director of 
news Steve Mitchell had resigned, but that Helen Boaden would return to her role.“ 


On 21 January 2013, the BBC News website ran a story that revealed that the BBC had 
received 216 complaints for their children's channel CBeebies having shown a repeat of 
a cancelled children's programme called Tweenies the previous day, that showed a 
character known as "Max" impersonating Jimmy Savile; the character had on a blonde 
wig (not usually part of "his" wardrobe), and used Savile's accent and catchphrase "Now 
then, guys and gals". "Max" is an adult character on this show which is set in a day care 
centre; he looks after pre-school-aged characters. Government media regulation 

body Ofcom said it had received "tens" of complaints as well. The BBC responded with 
the following: 


"This morning CBeebies broadcast a repeat of an episode of the Tweenies, originally 
made in 2001, featuring a character dressed as a DJ impersonating Jimmy Savile. This 
programme will not be repeated and we are very sorry for any offence caused. "nss 


November 2012: Lord McAlpine falsely implicated in child abuse 
scandal[edit] 


In the aftermath of the Jimmy Savile scandal, Newsnight investigated the North Wales 
child abuse scandal. On 2 November 2012, a former resident of the Bryn Estyn 
children's home was reported on Newsnight claiming that a prominent, but unnamed, 
former Conservative politician had sexually abused him during the 1970s.“ The 
rumour was spread by users of Twitter and other social media which identified the 
politician. After The Guardian reported a possible case of mistaken identity,“ Lord 
McAlpine issued a strong denial that he was in any way involved, asserting that the 
allegations were wholly false and seriously defamatory. The accuser unreservedly 
apologised, admitting that, as soon as he saw a photograph of the individual, he 
realised he had been mistaken. The BBC also apologised. 


However McAlpine about whom the claims were made, began legal proceedings against 
the broadcasters who made allegations about him,“ eventually settling for £185,000 
from the BBC and £125,000 from ITV.“ In a subsequent libel case, Sally Bercow, wife 


of John Bercow, Speaker of the House of Commons, was prosecuted for libel regarding 
her Twitter posting which named McAlpine. Following a High Court verdict in favour of 


the plaintiff, where Bercow's comment was found to have been defamatory, she paid 
undisclosed damages to McAlpine.222! 


The decision to broadcast the Newsnight report without contacting its subject led to 
further criticism of the BBC, and the resignation of its Director-General, George 
Entwistle on 10 November.2 It was later announced that Entwistle's severance 
package was in excess of £1.3 million. Harriet Harman, Labour's Shadow Secretary of 
State for Culture, Media and Sport, declared that Entwistle had been rewarded for 
‘failure’ 4751 


July 2013: Executive payoffs[edit] 


The large severance payments given to departing BBC executives came to widespread 
media attention in 2013 when the National Audit Office conducted an investigation into 
BBC senior management pay. The practice had been going on for a number of years. 
Senior executives whose payments were criticised included: chief operating 

officer Caroline Thomson, who received a total of £680,400 on her departure in 2011; 
Deputy Director-General Mark Byford who also left the BBC in 2011, taking £949,000; 
CEO of BBC Worldwide John Smith who was paid a total of £1,031,000 in 2011 (he later 
returned £205,000); George Entwistle who left the Director-General job after only 54 
days following the Savile crisis, and received a payment of £511,500; and Roly Keating, 
the head of BBC Archives, who received a £375,000 severance payment in 2012 (which 
he later repaid in full). Margaret Hodge, chair of the Public Accounts Committee, 
criticised the practice, calling it an "outrageous waste of licence fee payers' money." 
Following his appointment as Director General, Lord Hall introduced a £150,000 cap on 
severance payments.24 Mark Thompson stated to the PAC that the payments had been 
fully approved by the BBC Trust.24 


November 2013: Generation Warjedit] 


BBC plans to broadcast the German ZDF film Generation War! upset certain British 
residents of Polish origin, as the film had already been accused of slandering the Polish 
anti-Nazi underground Armia Krajowa as anti-Semites, and of portraying false 
stereotypes of Poles and Germans during the period of occupation.“ In Germany, after 
ambassador Jerzy Marganski sent a letter of complaint to ZDF, the broadcaster provided 
corrective actions producing and broadcasting film 'Kampf ums Uberleben'.22 


August 2014: Coverage of Cliff Richard's property search[edit] 


On 14 August 2014, Cliff Richard's apartment in Berkshire was searched by South 
Yorkshire Police in relation to an alleged historical sexual assault on a boy aged under 
16." BBC reporters were on the scene as police arrived, and a BBC helicopter covered 
the raid as it happened.@£! Richard, who was in Portugal at the time, released a 
statement asserting that the allegation was "completely false" and complained that the 
press appeared to have been given advance notice of the search - whereas he had not 
been.” The BBC's home affairs correspondent Danny Shaw stated that the media 
presence at Richard's home "was highly unusual - it appears to be a deliberate attempt 
by police to ensure maximum coverage", but added: "That's not illegal - but there are 
strict guidelines.""84 South Yorkshire Police initially denied leaking details of the 
property search, but later confirmed that they had been "working with a media outlet" 
about the investigation.: 


By 19 August, the BBC claimed to have received up to 594 complaints regarding the 
coverage. Barrister and broadcaster Geoffrey Robertson questioned the legality of the 
search and called for an independent inquiry into the police operation and the prior 


leaking to media of the property search.2*! Former Attorney General Dominic 

Grieve accused the police of having a "collusive relationship" with the BBC, claiming 
that the decision to tip off the BBC "seems quite extraordinary." Officials from the 
BBC and South Yorkshire Police were called before the Home Affairs Select 
Committee on 2 September. There, the chief constable of South Yorkshire Police 
accused the BBC of "extortion"; however, MPs dismissed this, with chairman Keith 
Vaz stating that the BBC had "acted perfectly properly" in its coverage of the raid." 


After being told he would not be charged in June 2016, Richard said that he was 
considering suing the BBC. The BBC apologised for "distress" caused by its coverage but 
stood by the story as it believed it was in the public interest.“£! Richard sued the BBC 
and was awarded £210,000 in damages in July 2018 after London's High Court ruled 
that the broadcaster had infringed his right to privacy. 28% 


September 2014: Coverage of Scottish independence 
Ccampaign[edit] 
See also: Criticism of the BBC § Scottish independence referendum, 2014 


Throughout the campaign preceding the Scottish independence referendum held on 18 
September 2014, there were accusations claiming that the BBC was neither neutral nor 
impartial. 


On 14 September 2014 thousands of protesters demonstrated outside BBC Scotland's 
headquarters in Glasgow accusing the corporation and its political editor Nick 
Robinson of broadcasting “lies” and of being “biased” against the Yes- 

Scotland campaign.2 The demonstrators demanded that Robinson be dismissed. 

u91 The 'Yes' campaign was not itself involved in the demonstration. The protestors also 


later complained that coverage about the demonstration was not broadcast by the BBC. 
[192] 


Alex Salmond, Scotland's First Minister and leader of the Scottish National Party, agreed 
with the view that the BBC was biased in favour of retaining the union. However, in an 
interview given after his clash with Robinson, he said he believed it was the fault of the 
BBC's London-based staff rather than BBC Scotland itself." 


Professor John Robertson and a team at the University of the West of 

Scotland monitored news broadcasts of the BBC and ITV until September 2013 for their 
study Fairness in the First Year. The report found that the BBC was biased against the 
'Yes' campaign in matters of airtime, sequencing of news items, prevalence of "bad 
news" items, and misleading presentation of sources as impartial.22225! John Boothman, 
BBC Scotland's head of news and current affairs, rejected Robertson's accusation that 
the BBC had suppressed coverage of the report, while Ken MacQuarrie, director of BBC 
Scotland, rejected the report's allegations, 22271 


March 2015: Jeremy Clarkson's contract[edit] 


On 11 March 2015, the BBC suspended Jeremy Clarkson after a reported altercation 
with a producer.2#! It was later established that Clarkson, in a "fracas", had punched 
producer Oisin Tymon during an argument over catering arrangements at the Top 
Gear production crew's hotel.221 A petition on change.org to reinstate Clarkson gained 
over one million signatories before it was delivered to the BBC.2% 


On 25 March 2015, the BBC announced that Jeremy Clarkson's Top Gear contract would 
not be renewed and that he would be dropped from the programme.2! After an internal 
investigation, the final decision had been taken by Tony Hall, director general of the 


BBC.21 This development led the other Top Gear presenters, Richard 
Hammond and James May, to support Clarkson by quitting Top Gear themselves (by 
allowing their BBC contracts to expire at the end of March without renewal).!222! 


January 2016: co-ordinated on-air resignation[edit] 


In January 2016, the team behind the BBC's Daily Politics show co-ordinated the on-air 
resignation of Labour politician Stephen Doughty shortly before the start of Prime 
Minister's Questions. The show's output editor Andrew Alexander wrote a (later deleted) 
blog post for the BBC website explaining how this had come about. Alexander wrote: 
"We knew his resignation just before PMQs would be a dramatic moment with big 
political impact". The timing of the announcement ensured Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn was caught off guard. BBC News political editor Laura Kuenssberg "sealed the 
deal" with Doughty before filming, even though it appeared to viewers that the 
resignation had been unplanned. A camera crew even filmed Doughty and Kuenssberg 
arriving at the studio together in advance of the announcement, this to televise later on 
news bulletins ,2-lettersource needed 


2017 and 2018: Gender pay gap controversy[edit] 
Main article: BBC gender pay gap controversy 


In July 2017, in response to a demand from the UK government as a condition of its 

new royal charter, the BBC published a list of all employees who earned more than 
£150,000.2512061a1 Of the 96 BBC employees making over this threshold, 62 were men 
and 34 were women, and of the seven highest earners, all were men.222°4 The 
disclosure prompted criticism of the BBC over the gender pay gap; other critics also 
criticised a lack of ethnic diversity among the highest-earning BBC personalities. 221207112081 


Early in January 2018, it was announced that Carrie Gracie, the BBC's China editor, had 
resigned from the role because of the salary gender disparity.2 A pre-broadcast 
conversation between Today presenter John Humphrys and Jon Sopel, the BBC's North 
America editor, was leaked a few days later. Humphrys was recorded joking about the 
disparity. BBC management itself was said to be "deeply unimpressed" with Humphrys' 
comments.2 


It became known on 26 January that some of the BBC's leading male presenters would 
take a pay cut. According to the BBC's media editor Amol Rajan, Huw Edwards, Jeremy 
Vine, and John Humphrys were among those to have agreed to a salary reduction.24 


2019: Naga Munchetty ruled to have breached BBC rules[edit] 


In September 2019 Naga Munchetty was found to have breached BBC rules by saying 
"Every time | have been told, as a woman of colour, to go back to where | came from, 
that was embedded in racism. "Now I'm not accusing anyone of anything here, but you 
know what certain phrases mean." 


2019: Removal of audience laughter from Question 
Time footage in a news report[edit] 


In a special Question Time leaders' debate held on 22 November 2019 ahead of that 
year's UK general election, the leader of the Conservative Party and the Prime Minister 
of the UK Boris Johnson was met with a question from an audience member about being 
honest in Johnson's position. The question was subsequently followed by laughter and 
applause from other audiences, while Johnson was struggling to answer. 22! 


The footage from the moment was largely untouched (complete with sound) in a report 
broadcast during that night's BBC News at Ten, but in another report about the same 
debate aired during the shorter Saturday lunchtime bulletin the next day, the laughter 
had been removed from the footage. A viewer, who have quickly noticed the difference 
between the footage from the debate and the report from the lunchtime bulletin, posted 
a comparison video on Twitter. The BBC was soon accused of censorship that favour the 
Conservatives and the UK Government.2 Journalist Peter Oborne compared the 
incident to the censorship in Soviet television, while BBC News presenter Huw 

Edwards have defended that it was an error rather than a conspiracy. 222112231 


The BBC have initially defended the decision, claiming it was for timing reasons. 
However, the corporation later admitted that it was a "mistake". 212 


See also[edit] 


|. PA portal 


h W Television portal 
D 
A< United Kingdom portal 


e Criticism of the BBC 
Other channels: 


e CBS controversies 

e CNN controversies 

e Fox News controversies 
e Press TV controversies 
e MSNBC controversies 


Notes[edit] 


1. ^ The list included only compensation paid directly from BBC's license fees; payments 
from BBC Worldwide and payments made through independent production firms were not 
included. 2es12081 
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The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) took its present form on 1 January 1927 
when Sir John Reith became its first Director General. Reith stated that impartiality and 
objectivity were the essence of professionalism in broadcasting. 


Allegations that the corporation lacks impartial and objective journalism are regularly 
made by observers, on both the left and right of the political spectrum. 


Another key area of criticism is the mandatory licence fee, as commercial competitors 
argue that this means of financing is unfair and has the result of limiting their ability to 
compete with the corporation. Also, accusations of waste or over-staffing occasionally 

prompt comments from politicians and the rest of the media. 


20th century([edit] 
The Thatcher government{[edit] 


Accusations of a left-wing bias were often made against the Corporation by members 
of Margaret Thatcher's 1980s Conservative government. Norman Tebbit called the BBC 
the "Stateless Person's Broadcasting Corporation" because of what he regarded as its 
unpatriotic and neutral coverage of the Falklands War, and Conservative MP Peter 
Bruinvels called it the "Bolshevik Broadcasting Corporation."™ Steve Barnett wrote 

in The Observer in 2001 that in 1983, Stuart Young, the “accountant and brother of one 
of Thatcher's staunchest cabinet allies", David Young, was appointed as BBC chairman. 
After him, in 1986, came Marmaduke Hussey, a "brother-in-law of another Cabinet 
Minister. ... According to the then-Tory party chairman, Norman Tebbit, Hussey was 
appointed 'to get in there and sort the place out'".2 


Controversies continued with the likes of the Nationwide general election special with 
Thatcher in 1983, a Panorama documentary called Maggie's Militant Tendency, the Real 
Lives interview with Martin McGuinness, the BBC's coverage of the United States' 1986 
Bombing of Libya and the Zircon affair. In 1987, the Director-General of the 

BBC Alasdair Milne was forced to resign. Thatcher later said: "I have fought three 
elections against the BBC and don't want to fight another against it." In 2006 Tebbit 
said: "The BBC was always against Lady Thatcher." 


Mark Thompson, Director General of the BBC said in 2010 "In the BBC I joined 30 years 
ago [as a production trainee, in 1979], there was, in much of current affairs, in terms of 
people's personal politics, which were quite vocal, a massive bias to the left. The 
organisation did struggle then with impartiality." 


21st century[edit] 


BBC News forms a major department of the Corporation, and receives many complaints 
of bias. The Centre for Policy Studies has stated that, "Since at least the mid-1980s, the 
Corporation has often been criticised for a perceived bias against those on the centre- 
right of politics." Similar allegations have been made by past and present employees 
such as Antony Jay,“ North American editor Justin Webb, former editor of 

the Today programme Rod Liddle,™ former correspondent Robin Aitken"? and Peter 
Sissons, a former news presenter.24 


Former political editor Andrew Marr argued in 2006 that the liberal bias of the BBC is 
the product of the types of people the Corporation employs, and is thus cultural not 
political. In 2011, Peter Oborne wrote in his Daily Telegraph blog, "Rather than 
representing the nation as a whole, it [the BBC] has become a vital resource - and 
sometimes attack weapon - for a narrow, arrogant Left-Liberal elite".22 


Speaking to journalists at a Broadcasting Press Guild lunch in 2009, Jeremy Hunt, 

the Shadow Cabinet Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, claimed that BBC 
News needed more people from the centre-right: "I wish they would go and actively look 
for some Conservatives to be part of their news-gathering team, because they have 
acknowledged that one of their problems is that people who want to work at the 
Corporation tend to be from the centre-left. That's why they have this issue with what 
Andrew Marr called an innate liberal bias. "13 


Other commentators have taken the opposite view and criticised the BBC for being part 
of The Establishment. The commentator Mehdi Hasan in the New Statesman pointed out 
the right-wing backgrounds of many BBC presenters and journalists, querying why even 
many "liberals and leftists" accept the right's description of BBC bias. 

u Guardian columnist Owen Jones is also of the opinion that the BBC is biased towards 
the right owing to numerous key posts being filled by Conservatives. 2! 


A study by Cardiff University academics, funded by the BBC Trust, was published in 
August 2013, examining the BBC's coverage of a broad range of issues. One of the 
findings was the dominance of party political sources. In coverage of immigration, the 
EU and religion, these accounted for 49.4% of all source appearances in 2007 and 
54.8% in 2012. The data also showed that the Conservative Party received significantly 
more airtime than the Labour Party. In 2012 Conservative leader David 

Cameron outnumbered Labour leader Ed Miliband in appearances by a factor of nearly 
four to one (53 to 15), while Conservative cabinet members and ministers outnumbered 
their Labour counterparts by more than four to one (67 to 15),28 


Former Director General of the BBC, Greg Dyke, has criticised the BBC as part of a 
"Westminster conspiracy" to maintain the British political system."4 


In the run up to the 2019 UK General Election, the BBC was accused by some Labour 
politicians and pundits of coverage that favours the ruling Conservative Party. For 
instance, they took issue with a clip used from a BBC Question Time leader's special 
episode where the part showing audience laughter at Prime Minister Boris Johnson's 
response to a certain question was edited out. BBC officials addressed the issue and 
admitted their mistake. Furthermore, the BBC was accused of subjecting Jeremy Corbyn 
and Jo Swinson to a gruelling interview by Andrew Neil but not requiring Boris Johnson to 
go through the same and arranging it beforehand. Guardian columnist Owen Jones also 
took issue with the BBC rescinding its policy to not let Johnson be interviewed by 
Andrew Marr unless he goes through one with Neil. The BBC defended its decision to 
waive the requirement by citing national interest amidst a terror attack in London on 29 
November 2019, 2291 


RacisM[edit] 


The BBC has also been accused of racism. In a speech to the Royal Television Society in 
2008, Lenny Henry said that ethnic minorities were "pitifully underserved" in television 
comedy and that little had changed at senior levels in terms of ethnic representation 
during his 32 years in television.2 Jimmy McGovern, in a 2007 interview, called the BBC 
"one of the most racist institutions in England".24 


In 2001, BBC director-general Greg Dyke said that the BBC was "hideously white", and 
acknowledged difficulties with "race relations". He acknowledged that it was having 
difficulties in retaining minority staff and outlined plans towards solving these problems. 
[22] 


Rageh Omaar, the Somali-born British journalist and former BBC war correspondent who 
reported the US-led invasion of Iraq in 2003,22 called BBC a "white man’s club" after he 

resigned to join Al-Jazeera in 2006.24 Later, in 2007, while being interviewed by Hannah 
Pool of The Guardian, he accused the BBC of classism too. 


The BBC, which is legally obliged to be an equal opportunities employer, had a 2012 
target for 12.5% of its staff to be from a black or minority ethnic background (12% at 31 
January 2009).22 The BBC's buildings are largely based in urban areas with a more 
diverse demography than the UK as a whole (30% ethnic minority population in London 
and about 15% in the Manchester/Salford area), whereas the 12.5% figure is over 4% 
higher than the current percentage of ethnic minorities in the United Kingdom as a 
whole. However, it has been argued that many of its ethnic minority members of staff 
are cleaners and security guards and not presenters and programme makers.24 The 
Guardian reported: "The BBC has pledged to increase the number of black, Asian and 
minority ethnic (BAME) people on air by more than 40% over the next three years and 
almost double the number of senior managers from those groups who work at the 
corporation by 2020."22 


Indarjit Singh, chief of Britain's Network of Sikh Organisations, criticised the BBC Asian 
Network, a radio station intended for an audience of South Asian origin, saying "Stations 
like BBC Asian Network do little to encourage integration and social cohesion because 
they allow communities to ghettoise themselves". 2a 


In September 2019, the BBC's Editorial Complaints Unit upheld a complaint that 
television presenter Naga Munchetty breached their editorial guidelines in her criticism 
of racist comments made by US President Donald Trump about 

four American congresswomen. This decision was criticised by the BBC's black and 
ethnic minority (BAME) network. 44 British actors, broadcasters and journalists of BAME 
origin wrote a letter asking for the BBC to reconsider the decision.24 Ofcom initiated a 
parallel assessment of the decision.22! Her fellow co-host Dan Walker was also named in 


the initial complaint but no action was taken by the BBC against him due to the 
complainant's follow up complaint focusing solely on Munchetty.22 In response Tony 
Hall, the director-general of the BBC, intervened and reversed the decision to uphold 
the complaint on 30 September.24 


Homophobia[edit] 


The Independent reported the findings of a University of Leeds study in March 2006 
which accused the BBC of being "institutionally homophobic" towards the LGBT 
community. The Leeds researchers found that 80% of portrayals by the BBC of those 
who are gay or lesbian were negative and accounted for just 0.4% of output. Focus 
groups used in the study accused the BBC of being the worst broadcaster in terms of 
gay and lesbian issues and their portrayal of them.& 


In 2015, the BBC was criticised for shortlisting boxer Tyson Fury for Sports Personality of 
the Year, despite his making controversial remarks about homosexuality, women and 
abortion®@. A BBC Northern Ireland journalist, Andy West, resigned from the BBC after 
he was suspended for publicly criticising the decision=4. 


Safeguarding Impartiality in the 21st Century edit] 


A report commissioned by the BBC Trust, Safeguarding Impartiality in the 21st Century, 
881 published in June 2007, stressed that the BBC needed to take more care in being 
impartial. It said the BBC broke its own guidelines by screening an episode of The Vicar 
of Dibley that promoted the Make Poverty History campaign.22 The bias was explained 
as the result of the BBC's liberal culture.“ A transcript of the impartiality seminar is 
included as a separately published appendix to the report available via the BBC Trust.“ 


After press reports emerged that BBC employees had edited the Wikipedia article's 
coverage of the report, the BBC issued new guidelines banning BBC staff from 
"sanitising" Wikipedia articles about the BBC.“ 


Immigration and the European Union[edit] 


In 2005, two independent reports deemed the BBC's coverage of the European Union to 
be rather inadequate and one of the reports noted a "cultural and unintentional bias".“ 


In July 2013, a report“ commissioned by the BBC Trust found that the organisation had 
been slow to reflect widespread public concerns about immigration to the UK, and shifts 
in public attitudes within the UK towards the European Union. The report, by Stuart 
Prebble, stated that Helen Boaden, the former director of BBC News, had said that when 
she arrived at the organisation there had been a "deep liberal bias" in the handling of 
immigration issues. It also stated that, within the BBC, "the agenda of debate is 
probably too driven by the views of politicians", but that "overall the breadth of opinion 
reflected by the BBC on this subject is broad and impressive, and no persuasive 
evidence was found that significant areas of opinion are not given due weight today." It 
also stated that the BBC was "slow to give appropriate prominence to the growing 
weight of opinion opposing UK membership of the EU, but in more recent times has 
achieved a better balance". “5161 


To contrast, in 2018, former BBC (now ITV) journalist Robert Peston accused the 
organisation of not being "confident enough" in pointing out false arguments during the 
campaign, and giving a false balance of impartiality. Peston said that the organisation 
"out people on with diametrically opposed views and didn't give their viewers and 
listeners any help in assessing which one was the loony and which one was the 


genius. ... Impartial journalism is not giving equal airtime to two people one of whom 
says the world is flat and the other one says the world is round".44 


Specific allegations[edit] 
Anti-Hindu bias and Indophobia[edit] 


Writing for The Hindu Business Line, reporter Premen Addy criticises the BBC's 
reportage on South Asia as consistently anti-India and pro-lslamist,“®! and that they 
underreport India's economic and social achievements, as well as political and 
diplomatic efforts, and disproportionately highlight and exaggerate problems in the 
country. In addition, Addy alludes to discrimination against Indian anchors and reporters 
in favour of Muslim Pakistani and Bangladeshi ones who are hostile to India. 


Journalist Christopher Booker has also criticized the BBC for its coverage of India-related 
matters. He concludes that the BBC's efforts to reinforce Stereotypes of South 

Asians has been directly responsible for damaging the image of India, and encouraging 

racist incidents against Indians, such as the Leipzig University internship controversy.“ 


Writing for the 2008 edition of the peer-reviewed Historical Journal of Film, Radio and 
Television, Alasdair Pinkerton analyses the coverage of India by the BBC since India's 
independence from British rule in 1947 until 2008. Pinkerton observes a tumultuous 
history involving allegations of anti-India bias in the BBC's reportage, particularly during 
the cold war, and concludes that the BBC's coverage of South Asian geopolitics and 
economics shows a pervasive and hostile anti-India bias due to the BBC's 

alleged imperialist and neo-colonialist stance. 


In 2008, the BBC was criticised for referring to the men who carried out the November 
2008 Mumbai attacks as "gunmen", rather than "terrorists" as used to describe the 
attacks in UK.22I53! This follows a steady stream of complaints from India that the BBC 
has an Indophobic bias that stems from a culturally ingrained racism against 

Indians arising from the British Raj. !t#o2eeea Rediff reporter Arindam Banerji has 
chronicled what he argues are numerous cases of Indophobic bias from the BBC 
regarding reportage, selection bias, misrepresentation, and fabrications, !<tation needed 
(disputed - discuss! |ì protest against the use of the word "gunmen" by the BBC, 

journalist Mobashar Jawed "M.J." Akbar refused to take part in an interview following 
the Mumbai terror attacks,“ and criticised the BBC's reportage of the incident.® British 
parliamentarian Stephen Pound has supported these claims, referring to the BBC's 
whitewashing of the terror attacks as "the worst sort of mealy mouthed posturing. It is 
desperation to avoid causing offence which ultimately causes more offence to 
everyone, "£1 


Indian Army[edit] 


The BBC is also criticised for covering conflicts in South Asia with an anti-India bias. For 
instance, the network made false allegations that the Indian Army stormed a 

sacred Muslim shrine, the tomb of Hazrat Sheikh Noor-u-din Noorani in Charari Sharief, 
and only retracted the claim after strong criticism.&4 


Pakistani propaganda against Indiaf[edit] 


A report from the BBC accused India of sponsoring Pakistan's Muttahida Qaumi 
Movement (MQM party), a domestic party based out of Karachi, to fund anti-Pakistani 
activities. However, the only source mentioned in this report was an "authoritative 
Pakistani source", rather than independent investigation.©* The flawed reporting was 


severely criticized by India and other prominent journalists like Barkha Dutt.© The 
report was extensively circulated in Pakistani domestic media to fuel propaganda and 
conspiracy theories. 


Anti-Hindu bias[edit] 


Hindu groups in the United Kingdom have accused the BBC of anti-Hindu bigotry and 
whitewashing Islamist hate groups that demonise the British Indian minority. 


In 2005, the Vivekananda Centre London and the Hindu Council(UK) reported an 
institutional anti Hindu bias and stated that "Anything that may show Hinduism in a 
poor light is immediately picked up by the BBC programme makers, while anything that 
may show Hinduism in a glorious light remains ignored by the BBC." 


In March 2012, the BBC referred to the Hindu festival of Holi as a "filthy festival". The 
Webster New World Dictionary defines "filthy" as "full of filth, disgustingly foul; grossly 
obscene; morally vicious or corrupt". The BBC has since apologised for the offence 
caused.) 


Anti-Sikh bias[edit] 


In 2009, the BBC Asian Network angered Sikhs for a show in which Muslim 

presenter Adil Ray expressed that Sikhs should not always carry their kirpan, a 
ceremonial dagger and key item of their faith. The BBC rejected the charge, but deleted 
the show from their website.2 


Anti-Ilsrael biaS[edit] 
Biased reporting of Israeli-Palestinian conflicttedit] 


Criticism of the BBC's Middle East coverage from supporters of both Israel and the 
Palestinians led the BBC to commission an investigation and report from a senior 
broadcast journalist Malcolm Balen, referred to as the Balen Report and completed in 
2004. The BBC's refusal to release the report under the Freedom of Information Act 
2000 resulted in a long-running and ongoing legal case.“* This led to speculation that 
the report was damning, as well as to accusations of hypocrisy, as the BBC frequently 


made use itself of Freedom of Information Act requests when researching news stories. 
[66] 


After the Balen report, the BBC appointed a committee chosen by the Governors and 
referred to by the BBC as an "independent panel report" to write a report for publication 
which was completed in 2006. Chaired by the British Board of Film 

Classification president, Sir Quentin Thomas, the committee found that "apart from 
individual lapses, there was little to suggest deliberate or systematic bias" in the BBC's 
reporting of the middle east. However, their coverage had been "inconsistent," "not 
always providing a complete picture" and "misleading", and that the BBC failed to 
adequately report the hardships of Palestinians living under occupation. ls] Reflecting 
concerns from all sides of the conflict, the committee highlighted certain identifiable 
shortcomings and made four recommendations, including the provision of a stronger 
editorial "guiding hand". 


Of the report's findings regarding the dearth of BBC reporting of the difficulties faced by 
the Palestinians, Richard Ingrams wrote in The Independent that "No sensible person 
could quarrel with that judgement". Martin Walker, then the editor of United Press 
International, agreed that the report implied favouritism towards Israel, but said this 
suggestion "produced mocking guffaws in my newsroom" and went on to list a number 
of episodes of (in his view) clear pro-Palestinian bias on the part of the BBC.™ Writing 


in Prospect magazine, Conservative MP Michael Gove wrote that the report was neither 
independent nor objective. 


Former BBC Middle East correspondent Tim Llewellyn wrote in 2004 that the BBC's 
coverage allowed an Israeli view of the conflict to dominate, as demonstrated by 
research conducted by the Glasgow Media Group.™! 


Douglas Davis, the London correspondent of The Jerusalem Post, has accused the BBC 
of being anti-Israel. He wrote that the BBC's coverage of the Arab-Israeli conflict was a 
"portrayal of Israel as a demonic, criminal state and Israelis as brutal oppressors" and 
resembled a "campaign of vilification" that had de-legitimised the State of Israel. 

g3 "Anglicans for Israel", the pro-Israel pressure group, have berated the BBC for 
apparent anti-Israel bias. 


The Daily Telegraph has criticised the BBC for its coverage of the Middle East. In 2007, 
the newspaper wrote, "In its international and domestic news reporting, the corporation 
has consistently come across as naive and partial, rather than sensitive and unbiased. 
Its reporting of Israel and Palestine, in particular, tends to underplay the hate-filled 
Islamist ideology that inspires Hamas and other factions, while never giving Israel the 
benefit of the doubt." 


In April 2004, Natan Sharansky who was then Israel's minister for diaspora affairs wrote 
to the BBC accusing its Middle East correspondent, Orla Guerin, as having a "deep- 
seated bias against Israel" following her description of the Israeli army's handling of the 
arrest of Hussam Abdo, who was captured with explosives strapped to his chest, as 
"cynical manipulation of a Palestinian youngster for propaganda purposes."2 


In March 2006 a report about the Arab-Israeli conflict on the BBC's online service was 
criticised in a BBC Governors Report as unbalanced and creating a biased impression. 
The article's account of United Nations Security Council Resolution 242 in 1967 
concerning the Six-Day War between Israel and a coalition of Egypt, Jordan and Syria 
"suggested the UN called for Israel's unilateral withdrawal from territories seized during 
the six-day war, when in fact, it called for a negotiated ‘land for peace’ settlement 
between Israel and ‘every state in the area’. The committee considered that by 
selecting only references to Israel, the article had breached editorial standards on both 
accuracy and impartiality" 7228 


On 7 March 2008, news anchor Geeta Guru-Murthy clarified significant errors in the 
BBC's coverage of the Mercaz HaRav massacre that had been exposed by media 
monitor Committee for Accuracy in Middle East Reporting in America. Correspondent 
Nick Miles had informed viewers that "hours after the attack, Israeli bulldozers 
destroyed his [the perpetrator's] family home." This was not the case, and other 
broadcasters showed the east Jerusalem home to be intact and the family 
commemorating their son's actions. 


On 14 March 2008, the BBC accepted that in an article on their website of an IDF 
operation that stated "The Israeli air force said it was targeting a rocket firing team. ... 
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has condemned Israel's attacks on Palestinian 
civilians, calling them inappropriate and disproportionate", they should have made 
reference to what [Ban] said about Palestinian rocket attacks as well as to the excessive 
use of force by Israel. The article was additionally amended to remove the reference of 
Israeli ‘attacks on civilians' as Ban Ki-Moon's attributed comments were made weeks 
earlier to the UN Security Council, and not in reference to that particular attack, and in 
fact, he had never used such terminology. 


The BBC received intense criticism in January 2009 for its decision not to broadcast a 
television appeal by aid agencies on behalf of the people of Gaza during the 2008-2009 
Israel-Gaza conflict, on the grounds that it could compromise the BBC's journalistic 
impartiality. A number of protesters asserted that this showed pro-Israeli bias,24 while 
some analysts suggested that the BBC's decision in this matter derived from its concern 
to avoid anti-Israeli bias as analysed in the Balen report. Parties criticising the 
decision, included Church of England archbishops, British government ministers and 
even some BBC employees. More than 11,000 complaints were filed in a three-day 
span. The BBC's director general, Mark Thompson, explained that the corporation had a 
duty to cover the Gaza dispute in a "balanced, objective way", and was concerned 
about endorsing something that could "suggest the backing one side". Politicians such 
as Tony Benn broke the corporation's ban on the appeal and broadcast the Gaza appeal 
on BBC News, saying that "If the BBC won't broadcast the appeal, then I'm going to do it 
myself", and adding that "no one [working for the broadcaster] agrees with what the 
BBC has done". 


Mohamed ElBaradei, head of the International Atomic Energy Agency, protested the 
BBC's decision by cancelling interviews scheduled with the company; ElBaradei claimed 
the refusal to air the aid appeal "violates the rules of basic human decency which are 
there to help vulnerable people irrespective of who is right or wrong."24 The BBC's chief 
operating officer, Caroline Thomson, affirmed the need to broadcast "without affecting 
and impinging on the audience's perception of our impartiality" and that in this case, it 
was a "real issue. "81 


In response to perceived falsehoods and distortions in a BBC 

One Panorama documentary entitled 'A Walk in the Park', transmitted in January 2010, 
British journalist Melanie Phillips wrote an open letter in news magazine The 
Spectator to the Secretary of State for Culture, Jeremy Hunt, accusing the BBC of 
"flagrantly biased reporting of Israel" and urged the BBC to confront the "prejudice and 
inertia which are combining to turn its reporting on Israel into crude pro-Arab 
propaganda, and thus risk destroying the integrity of an institution".©2 


In 2010 the BBC was accused of pro-Israel bias in its documentary about the Gaza 
flotilla raid. The BBC documentary concluded that Israeli forces had faced a violent 
premeditated attack by a group of hardcore IHH activists, who intended to orchestrate a 
political act to put pressure on Israel. The programme was criticised as "biased" by 
critics of Israel and the PSC (Palestine Solidarity Campaign) questioned why the IDF 
boarded the ship at night if it had peaceful intention.£4 Eyewitness Ken O'Keefe accused 
the BBC of distorting the capture, medical treatment and ultimate release of three 
Israeli commandos into a story of heroic self-rescuing commandos. Anthony Lawson 
produced a 15-minute video detailing the BBC's alleged bias. 


In March 2011, Member of Parliament Louise Bagshawe criticised the inaccuracies and 
omissions in BBC's coverage of the Itamar massacre and questioned the BBC's decision 
not to broadcast this incident on television and barely on radio, and its apparent bias 
against Israel. In his July 2012 testimony to the Parliament, the outgoing Director- 
General of the BBC Mark Thompson admitted that BBC "got it wrong".24 


A BBC Editorial Standards Findings issued in July 2011 found that a broadcast on Today 
on 27 September 2010 that stated "At midnight last night, the moratorium on Israelis 
building new settlements in the West Bank came to an end. It had lasted for ten 
months", had breached the Accuracy guideline in respect of the requirement to present 
output "in clear, precise language", as in fact the moratorium on building new 
settlements had been in existence since the early 1990s and remained in place. 2! 


In December 2011, the BBC caused further controversy after censoring the word 
‘Palestine’ from a song played on BBC Radio 1Xtra,224! 


More controversy was caused in April 2012 when the BBC broadcast news of 2,500 
Palestinian prisoners who were on hunger strike, with very little overall coverage." 
(61 This resulted in two protests outside the BBC buildings in Glasgow!”uwetable source] and jn 
Lo n d on. [98] unreliable source?) 


During the 2012 Summer Olympics, on their country profiles pages, the BBC listed "East 
Jerusalem" as the capital of Palestine, and did not list a capital at all for Israel. Also, 
while all other country profile pages featured a representation the country's flag, the 
israeli page featured a picture of an Israeli soldier confronting another man, supposedly 
a Palestinian. After public outrage and a letter from Israeli government 

spokesperson Mark Regev, the BBC listed a "Seat of Government" for Israel in 
Jerusalem, while adding that most foreign embassies "are in Tel Aviv". It made a parallel 
change to the listing for "Palestine", listing "East Jerusalem" as the "Intended seat of 
government". The picture of the Israeli soldier was removed as well and replaced with 
the Israeli flag. 


In a response to a reader's criticism on the issue, the BBC replied that the complaints 
that prompted the changes were "generated by online lobby activity".= The BBC was 
also noted for having no coverage whatsoever about the campaign !tztiazzeedeall aisouted - discuss! fOr 
the IOC to commemorate the 11 killed Israeli athletes from the Munich massacre in the 
1972 Summer Olympics, which was met with repeated refusal by IOC President Jacques 
Rogge, despite the issue receiving much press by other major news networks, 2212231 


According to the poll conducted by Jewish Policy Research on more than 4,000 
respondents, nearly 80% of British Jews believes that BBC is biased against Israel. Only 
14% of British Jews believes that BBC coverage of Israel is "balanced".2%! 


In 2013, the BBC scheduled to broadcast a documentary film, Jerusalem: an 
Archaeological Mystery Story, but pulled the film "off the schedule at the last minute." 
The film "theorizes that many Jews did not leave Jerusalem after the destruction of the 
Temple, and that many modern-day Palestinians may be in part descended from those 
Jews".2251 Simon Plosker of HonestReporting believed that the decision was made not to 
offend people who are ideologically opposed to Israel by broadcasting a documentary 
about Jewish history in the region. The BBC's explanation for the sudden schedule 
change was that the film did not fit with the theme of the season, which was 
archaeology. 


In 2014, an op-ed in The Jerusalem Post by Raphael Cohen-Almagor criticised BBC for 
avoiding the word ‘terrorism’ in connection with violent acts or groups of people 
considered by various governments or intergovernmental organizations to be terrorists. 
Cohen-Almagor wrote: "Instead of adhering to one principled definition of terrorism and 
then employing it across the board, the BBC prefers to sit on the fence, so as to say that 
it is impossible to differentiate between terrorists and ‘freedom fighters’, that one 
person's terrorist might be another's ‘freedom fighter'." 2n% 


In the same year, protesters presented an open letter from the Palestinian Solidarity 
Foundation, Stop the War Coalition, the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament and other 
groups to Lord Hall, Director General of the BBC; the letter accused the broadcaster of 
presenting Israeli attacks on Gaza as a result of rocket fire from Hamas, without giving 
any other context. This letter was signed by notable individuals, such as Noam 
Chomsky, John Pilger and Ken Loach.“ 


In 2015, Fraser Steel - head of the Editorial Complaints Unit of the BBC - upheld 
complaints that it had breached impartiality guidelines in an interview with Moshe 
Ya'alon, who was then the Israeli defence minister.2% Ya'alon claimed on 

the Today programme that Palestinians "enjoy already political independence" and 
"have their own political system, government, parliament, municipalities and so forth", 
claiming that Israel had no desire "to govern them whatsoever".2! The Palestine 
Solidarity Campaign objected to these claims, saying: "Palestinians don't have political 
independence. They live under occupation and, in Gaza, under siege." Filmmaker and 
activist Ken Loach sent a letter via the Campaign, saying that: "You understand, I’m 
sure, that this interview is a serious breach of the requirement for impartiality. Unlike all 
other Today interviews, the minister was allowed to speak without challenge. Why?" 2 


After the June 2017 Jerusalem attack, the BBC reported it as "Three Palestinians killed 
after deadly stabbing in Jerusalem", despite the mentioned Palestinians actually being 
the assailants in the attack, which ended when the three were shot and killed by law 
enforcement officers. After being inundated with complaints, the BBC news on-line 
changed the headline. 


Suppression of the Balen Report to hide anti-Israel bias[edit] 
Main article: The Balen Report 


The BBC eventually overturned a ruling by the Information Tribunal rejecting the BBC's 
refusal to release the Balen report to Steven Sugar, a member of the public, under 

the Freedom of Information Act on the grounds that it was held for the purposes of 
journalism. The report examines BBC radio and television broadcasts covering the Arab- 
Israeli conflict and was compiled in 2004 by Malcolm Balen, a senior editorial adviser. 


On 10 October 2006, The Daily Telegraph“ claimed that "The BBC has spent thousands 
of pounds of licence payers' money trying to block the release of a report which is 
believed to be highly critical of its Middle East coverage. The corporation is mounting a 
landmark High Court action to prevent the release of The Balen Report under the 
Freedom of Information Act, despite the fact that BBC reporters often use the Act to 
pursue their journalism. The action will increase suspicions that the report, which is 
believed to run to 20,000 words, includes evidence of anti-Israeli bias in news 
programming." The Times reported in March 2007 that "critics of the BBC" were 
interested in knowing if the Balen Report "includes evidence of bias against Israel in 
news programming." nuu] 


First, the Information Commissioner ruled in favour of the BBC. Mr Sugar appealed to 
the Information Tribunal, who overturned the decision on the basis that the report was 
not for the purposes of journalism. The BBC appealed on two grounds, firstly that the 
Information Tribunal did not have jurisdiction in these circumstances, and secondly, 
even if they did, the report was for the purposes of journalism. On 27 April 2007 the 
High Court agreed that the Information Tribunal had no jurisdiction (thus reinstating the 
Information Commissioner's ruling in favour of the BBC) and therefore they did not rule 
on the second ground for appeal. The BBC issued a press release which included the 
following statement: 


"The BBC's action in this case had nothing to do with the fact that the Balen report was 
about the Middle East - the same approach would have been taken whatever area of 
news output was covered."13 


But then, on 11 February 2009 the House of Lords (then the UK's highest court) 
overruled them, stating that the Information Tribunal did have jurisdiction, and referred 
the case back to the High Court to rule on the other ground. Sugar was then reported as 
saying: 


"It is sad that the BBC felt it necessary to spend hundreds of thousands of pounds of 
public money fighting for three years to try to load the system against those requesting 
information from it. | am very pleased that the House of Lords has ruled that such 
obvious unfairness is not the result of the Act."24 


However, on 2 October 2009, the High Court ruled that the BBC was not required to 
disclose the Balen Report, because it was partly for the purposes of journalism, and in 
spite of appeals by Steven Sugar and, after his death, his wife, both the Court of Appeal, 
on 23 June 2010, and the Supreme Court, on 23 November 2011, agreed with that 
ruling, thus clarifying the law applying to any similar reports in the future. 


In 2010 it was reported by the Journalism.co.uk website, after a Freedom of Information 
request, that the BBC had spent £270,867.12 in legal fees since 2005 in sustaining its 
refusal of the request to publicly release the Balen Report. 5241 


Pro-Hezbollah bias in 2006 Lebanon Warfedit] 


During the 2006 Lebanon War, Israeli diplomatic officials boycotted BBC news 
programmes, refused interviews, and excluded BBC reporters from briefings because 
Israeli officials believed the BBC's reporting was biased, stating "the reports we see give 
the impression that the BBC is working on behalf of Hezbollah instead of doing fair 
journalism". Fran Unsworth, head of BBC News gathering, defended the coverage in 
an article for Jewish News.com.) 


Anti-American biaS[edit] 


In October 2006, Chief Radio Correspondent for BBC News since 

200121 and Washington correspondent Justin Webb said that the BBC is so biased 
against America that deputy director general Mark Byford had secretly agreed to help 
him to "correct" it in his reports, and that the BBC treated America with scorn and 
derision and gave it "no moral weight". monu 


In April 2007, Webb presented a three-part series for BBC Radio 4 called Death to 
America: Anti Americanism Examined in which he challenged a common perception of 
the United States as an international bully and a modern-day imperial power.222! 


Conservative American news commentator Bill O'Reilly has repeatedly sought to draw 
attention to what he calls the BBC's "inherent liberal culture."222) 


Anti-Catholic bias[edit] 
Hostility towards the Roman Catholic Church[edit] 


Prominent Roman Catholic leaders have criticised the BBC for having an anti-Catholic 
bias and showing hostility towards the Roman Catholic Church. 22412251 


The BBC has also been criticised for recycling old news and for "insensitivity" and bad 
timing when it decided to broadcast programmes called Kenyon Confronts and Sex and 
the Holy City around the same time as Pope John Paul II's 25th anniversary and the 
beatification of Mother Teresa. sl1271I1281 


In 2003, the BBC had planned Popetown, a ten-part cartoon series which "featured an 
infantile Pope [...] bouncing around the Vatican on a pogostick". The plans were shelved 
after it evoked intense outrage and criticism from Roman Catholics.422 


Jerry Springer: The Opera [edit] 


In January 2005, the BBC aired Jerry Springer: The Opera, ultimately resulting in around 
55,000 complaints to the BBC from those upset at the opera's alleged blasphemies 


against Christianity. In advance of the broadcast, which the BBC had warned "contains 
language and content which won't be to some tastes" mediawatch-uk's director John 
Beyer wrote to the Director General urging the BBC to drop the programme, saying 
"Licence fee payers do not expect the BBC to be pushing back boundaries of taste and 
decency in this way." The BBC issued a statement saying: "As a public service 
broadcaster, it is the BBC's role to broadcast a range of programmes that will appeal to 
all audiences - with very differing tastes and interests - present in the UK today.""2 


Before the broadcast, some 150 people bearing placards protested outside the BBC 
Television Centre in Shepherd's Bush."3. On the Monday following the broadcast, which 
was watched by some two million viewers, The Times announced that BBC executives 
had received death threats after their addresses and telephone numbers were posted 
on the Christian Voice website. The Corporation had received some 35,000 complaints 
before the broadcast, but reported only 350 calls following the broadcast, which were 
split between those praising the production and those complaining about it. "22! 


One Christian group attempted to bring private criminal prosecutions 
for blasphemy against the BBC,™=3 and another demanded a judicial review of the 
decision. = 


In March 2005, the BBC's Board of Governors convened and considered the complaints, 
which they rejected by a majority of 4 to 1.35 


Pro-Muslim bias[edit] 
Blaspheming other faiths while refusing to publish Muhammad cartoons[edit] 


Subsequent to anti-christianity blasphemous reporting by BBC, refusal of the BBC to 
reproduce the actual Muhammad cartoons in its coverage of the controversy concerning 
them convinced many that the BBC follows an unstated policy of freely broadcasting 
defamation of Christianity which it would not allow in the case of Islam. "292712381 


Disproportionate reporting on Muslims at the expense of others faiths[edit] 


Hindu and Sikh leaders in the United Kingdom have accused the BBC of pandering to 
Britain's Muslim community by making a disproportionate number of programmes on 
Islam at the expense of covering other Asian religions, =% such as Sikhism and Hinduism. 
However, in a letter sent in July 2008 to the Network of Sikh Organizations (NSO), the 
head of the BBC's Religion and Ethics, Michael Wakelin, denied any biases on their part. 
401 A spokesman for the BBC said the broadcaster was committed to representing all of 
Britain's faiths and communities mamu 


However, a number of MPs, including Rob Marris and Keith Vaz, called on the BBC to do 
more to represent Britain's minority faiths. "I am disappointed," said Vaz. "It is only right 
that as licence fee payers all faiths are represented in a way that mirrors their make-up 
in society. | hope that the BBC addresses the problem in its next year of 
programming."2221 


BBC reporter's tears for Yasser Arafat[edit] 


During the BBC programme From Our Own Correspondent broadcast on 30 October 
2004, Barbara Plett described herself crying when she saw a frail Yasser Arafat being 
evacuated to France for medical treatment.2%2 This led to "hundreds of complaints" to 
the BBC, and suggestions that the BBC was biased. Andrew Dismore, the MP for 
Hendon, accused Plett of "sloppy journalism", and commented that "this shows the 
inherent bias of the BBC against Israel" 2421242112451 


BBC News defended Plett in a statement saying that her reporting had met the high 
standards of "fairness, accuracy and balance" expected of a BBC correspondent. #224481 
4471 Initially, a complaint of bias against Plett was rejected by the BBC's head of editorial 
complaints. However, almost a year later, on 25 November 2005, the programme 
complaints committee of the BBC governors partially upheld the complaints, ruling that 
Plett's comments "breached the requirements of due impartiality".““" Despite initially 
issuing a statement in support of Plett, the BBC director of news Helen Boaden later 
apologised for what she described as "an editorial misjudgment". The governors praised 


Boaden's speedy response and reviewed the BBC's stance on the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. 144)[145][147 


Secret Agent biased documentary against British National Party[edit] 


On Thursday 15 July 2004 the BBC broadcast a documentary on the far right British 
National Party where undercover reporter Jason Gwynne infiltrated the BNP by posing as 
a football hooligan.“24491 The programme resulted in Mark Collett and Nick Griffin, the 
leader of the party, being charged for inciting racial hatred in April 2005, for statements 
which included Griffin describing Islam as a "wicked, vicious faith," Collett 

describing asylum seekers as "a little bit like cockroaches" and saying "let's show these 
ethnics the door in 2004." Griffin and Collett were found not guilty on some charges at 
the first trial in January 2006, but the jury failed to reach a verdict on the others, soa 
retrial was ordered. =% 


At the retrial held in November 2006 all of the defendants were found not guilty on the 
basis that the law at the time did not consider those who follow Islam or Christianity to 
be a protected group with respect to racial defamation laws.2:4 Shortly after this case, 
British law was amended to outlaw incitement to hatred against a religious group 

(see Racial and Religious Hatred Act 2006). 


The BNP believe this was an attempt to "Discredit the British National Party as a party of 
opposition to the Labour government."2221 


After the second trial, Nick Griffin described the BBC as a "Politically correct, politically 
biased organisation which has wasted licence-fee payers' money to bring two people in 
a legal, democratic, peaceful party to court over speaking nothing more than the 

truth ."2541 


Biased reporting of sexual abuse scandals of BBC staffers[edit] 
Main articles: Jimmy Savile sexual abuse scandal and North Wales child abuse scandal 


In the weeks after the ITV1 documentary Exposure: The Other Side of Jimmy Savile was 
broadcast on 3 October 2012, the BBC faced questions and criticism over allegations 
that it had failed to act on rumours about sexual assaults, especially on young girls, by 
presenter Jimmy Savile, some of which had occurred on BBC premises after the 
recording of programmes including Top of the Pops and Jim'll Fix It. Allegations were 
also made that a Newsnight investigation into Savile in December 2011 was dropped 
because it conflicted with tribute programmes prepared after Savile's death. 


By 11 October 2012 allegations of abuse by Savile had been made to 13 British police 
forces, ™=3 and on 19 October Scotland Yard launched a formal criminal investigation into 
historic allegations of child sex abuse by Savile and others over four decades."42551 The 
police reported on 25 October 2012 that the number of possible victims was 300." 


It was claimed that Douglas Muggeridge, the controller of Radio 1 in the early 1970s, 
was aware of allegations against Savile, and had asked for a report on them in 1973. 
4571 The BBC stated that no evidence of any allegations of misconduct, or of actual 


misconduct by Savile, had been found in its files“! and later denied that there had been 
a cover-up of Savile's activities.“=s However, there were claims by some, including 

DJ Liz Kershaw, who joined BBC Radio 1 in 1987, that there was a culture within the BBC 
which tolerated sexual harassment.2& 


The BBC was criticised in Parliament for its handling of the affair, with Harriet 

Harman stating that the allegations "cast a stain" on the corporation. The Culture 
Secretary, Maria Miller, said that she was satisfied that the BBC was taking the 
allegations very seriously, and dismissed calls for an independent 

inquiry. Labour leader Ed Miliband said that an independent inquiry was the only way to 
ensure justice for those involved."! George Entwistle offered to appear before the 
Parliamentary Culture, Media and Sport Committee to explain the BBC's position and 
actions. 13 


On 16 October the BBC appointed the heads of two separate inquiries into events 
surrounding Savile. Former High Court judge Dame Janet Smith, who led the inquiry into 
serial killer Harold Shipman, will review the culture and practices of the BBC during the 
time Savile worked there,2! while Nick Pollard, a former Sky News executive, will look 
at why a Newsnight investigation into Savile's activities was dropped shortly before 
transmission.) 


A Panorama investigation was broadcast on 22 October 2012.4! The Director-General of 
the BBC, George Entwistle, declined to be interviewed, citing legal advice that BBC 
senior management should co-operate only with the police, the BBC's reviews and 
Parliament.“ On the same day the BBC announced that Newsnight editor Peter 

Rippon would "step aside" from his position with immediate effect.4“=4s1 On 23 October, 
Entwistle appeared before the Parliamentary Culture, Media and Sport Committee, at 
which he faced hostile questioning and stated that it had been a "catastrophic mistake" 
to cancel the Newsnight broadcast.24 


In the context of the Savile scandal, it was noted that a book written in 1999 by 
journalist John Simpson, Strange Places, Questionable People, had referred to an "Uncle 
Dick" at the BBC who had sexually assaulted children, and who appeared to fit the 
profile of BBC announcer Derek McCulloch.“ Author Andrew O'Hagan wrote that there 
had long been rumours about McCulloch's activities, and those of his colleague Lionel 
Gamlin, while working at the BBC in the 1940s and 1950s." The BBC said that they 
would "look into these allegations as part of the Jimmy Savile review."21 McCulloch's 
family described the allegations as "complete rubbish". 


Newsnight broadcast, on 2 November 2012, a report making allegations against, but not 
naming, a "prominent Thatcher era Conservative politician" in relation to the North 
Wales child abuse scandal. However, this story collapsed after The Guardian reported 
on 8 November a case of mistaken identity,” and the next day the victim retracted the 
allegation. An apology was included in Newsnight on 9 November,2“! and all 

ongoing Newsnight investigations were suspended.“ George Entwistle stated that he 
was unaware of the content of the report before it was broadcast and stated 

that Newsnight staff involved in the broadcast could be disciplined." However, 
Entwistle himself resigned on 10 November, after facing further criticism in the media. 
471 The Director of BBC Scotland, Ken MacQuarrie, investigated the circumstances 
around the Newsnight programme. His findings were published on 12 November, and 
concluded that there had been "a lack of clarity around the senior editorial chain of 
command" and that "some of the basic journalistic checks were not completed."22#! 


Nick Pollard's report into the shelving of a Newsnight report on Savile in 2011 was 
published in December 2012. It concluded that the decision to drop the original report 


was "flawed", but that it had not been done to protect programmes prepared as tributes 
to Savile. His report criticised George Entwistle for apparently failing to read emails 
warning him of Savile's "dark side",2” and stated that, after the allegations against 
Savile eventually became public, the BBC fell into a "level of chaos and confusion [that] 
was even greater than was apparent at the time". ns% 


On 20 December 2012, the House of Commons Public Accounts Committee published 
criticism of payments made to Entwistle after he had resigned, stating that the 
£450,000 paid to him after 54 days in post - double the amount specified in his contract 
- together with a year's health insurance and additional payments, was a "cavalier" use 
of public money.22 


Fake news and deliberate misrepresentation[edit] 
Inaccurate reporting by Jeremy Bowen[edit] 


In April 2009, the Editorial Standards Committee of the BBC Trust published a report on 
three complaints brought against two news items involving Jeremy Bowen, the Middle 
East Editor for BBC News.“ The complaints included 24 allegations of inaccuracy or 
partiality of which three were fully or partially upheld.2£1822841 The BBC Trust's editorial 
standards committee found that Bowen's radio piece "had stated his professional view 
without qualification or explanation, and that the lack of precision in his language had 
rendered the statement inaccurate". They opined that the online article should have 
explained the existence of alternative views and that it breached the rules of 
impartiality. However, the report did not accuse Bowen of bias. The website article was 
amended and Bowen did not face any disciplinary measures.222 


Primark and child labour fake news[edit] 


In 2011, after three years of Primark's effort, the BBC acknowledged that its award- 
winning investigative journalism report of Indian child labour use by the retailing giant 
was a fake. BBC apologised to Primark, to Indian suppliers and all its viewers, zssusnuss: 


"Terrorist house" misrepresentation story[edit] 


In January 2016, stories originating from the BBC alleged that the Lancashire 
Constabulary had taken a young Muslim child away for questioning on anti- 

terrorism charges after he accidentally spelled "terraced house" as "terrorist house"; 
this story was widely reported in the Britishzsu%ns1 and international“! media.” The 
police force in question criticised the BBC's coverage of the story, saying that it was 
"untrue to suggest that this situation was brought about by a simple spelling mistake", 
4941 adding that "[the incident] was not responded to as a terror incident and the reporter 
was fully aware of this before she wrote her story", adding that "the media needs to 
take more responsibility when sensationalising issues to make stories much bigger than 
they are and to realise the impact they can have on local communities".“ A statement 
from the police and local council also said that it was "untrue to suggest that this 
situation was brought about by a simple spelling mistake. The school and the police 
have acted responsibly and proportionately in looking into a number of potential 
concerns using a low-key, local approach." Other pieces of work by the student, 
including one where the child wrote about his uncle beating him, were allegedly other 
reasons for the police questioning over the safety of the child.: 


One-sided documentary on racism during Euro 2012[edit] 


Eleven days before the tournament took place, the BBC current 
affairs programme Panorama, entitled Euro 2012: Stadiums of Hate, included recent 
footage of supporters chanting various racist slogans and displays of white 


power symbols and banners in Poland, and Nazi salutes and the beating of South Asians 
in Ukraine.“2 The documentary was first commented widely in the British press, but 
then accused of being one-sided, biased and unethical. Critics included the British 
media; anti-racism campaigners, and black and Jewish community leaders in Poland; 
Polish and Ukrainian politicians and journalists; England fans visiting the host nations 
and footballers (Gary Lineker, Roy Hodgson and others).!27!281!2291 Jonathan Ornstein, the 
leader of Jewish community in Kraków, a Jewish source used in the documentary said: "I 
am furious at the way the BBC has exploited me as a source. The organization used me 
and others to manipulate the serious subject of anti-Semitism for its own sensationalist 
agenda... the BBC knowingly cheated its own audience - the British people - by 
concocting a false horror story about Poland. In doing so, the BBC has spread fear, 
ignorance, prejudice and hatred. | am profoundly disturbed by this unethical form of 
journalism. "n22 


A reporter from Gazeta Wyborcza, Poland's biggest left-wing newspaper, 

questioned Panorama's practices and said: "I am becoming more and more surprised 
with what the BBC says. So far it has denied two situations | witnessed. | would not be 
surprised if the BBC prepared a statement saying that the Panorama crew has never 
been to Poland. "21 


An anti-racism campaigner Jacek Purski said: "The material prepared by the BBC is one- 
sided. It does not show the whole story of Polish preparations for the Euros. It does not 
show the Championship ran a lot of activities aimed at combating racism in the 
"Respect Diversity" campaign. For us the Euro is not only about matches. The event has 
become an opportunity to fight effectively against racism and promote multiculturalism. 
There is no country in Europe free from racism. These are the facts,"2% 


The Daily Mail reported that the Football Association intended to write a letter of 
complaint to the BBC.2% 


The nations fined by UEFA for racism were not the hosts but the visitors from Spain, 
Croatia, Russia?! and Germany.2%! The Royal Dutch Football Association issued a 
complaint to UEFA after monkey chants were thought to be aimed at their black players, 
during an open training session in Kraków. UEFA denied the chants were racially 
motivated.2%41 


Professional inaptitude[edit] 
The Hutton Inquiry: Whitewashed reporting of Iraq invasionf[edit] 


The BBC was criticised for its coverage of the events before the invasion of Iraq, in 
2003.25 The controversy over what it described as the "sexing up" of the case for war in 
Iraq by the government, led to the BBC being heavily criticised by the Hutton Inquiry, 
2061 although this finding was much disputed by the British press, who branded it as a 
government whitewash .2021I2081 


The BBC's chairman and director general both resigned following the inquiry, and its 
vice-chairman Lord Ryder made a public apology to the government - which the Liberal 
Democrat Norman Baker MP described as "of such capitulation that | wanted to throw 
up when | heard it", 2% 


Shallow and sensationalist reporting on Arab Springledit] 


The overly positive coverage by BBC of the Arab Spring was criticised both from within 
and outside of the corporation. In June 2012, the head of news Helen Boaden admitted 
that the coverage was "over-excited". She attributed this to reporters embedded with 
the rebels, who produced reports which are "too emotive" and "veering into opinion", 2% 


In June 2012, the BBC admitted making "major errors" in its coverage of the unrest.24 In 
an 89-page report, 9 pages were devoted to the BBC's coverage of Bahrain and included 
admissions that the BBC had "underplayed the sectarian aspect of the conflict" and "not 
adequately convey the viewpoint of supporters of the monarchy" by "[failing] to 
mention attempts by Crown Prince" Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa to "establish dialogue 
with the opposition". The report added that "the government appears to have made a 
good-faith effort to de-escalate the crisis" in particular during a period when the BBC's 
coverage of the unrest dropped substantially and that many people had complained 
that their coverage was "utterly one-sided".22! 


Hypocrisy on climate change[edit] 


The BBC has been criticised for hypocrisy over its high carbon footprint, in view of the 
amount of coverage it gives to the topic of climate change. Newsnight presenter Jeremy 
Paxman argues that the Corporation's correspondents "travel the globe to tell the 
audience of the dangers of climate change while leaving a vapour trail which will make 
the problem even worse".24! Paxman further argues that the 'BBC's coverage of the 
issue abandoned the pretence of impartiality long ago'.24! 


At the 2007 Edinburgh International Television Festival, Peter Horrocks (Head of TV 
News) and Peter Barron (Editor, Newsnight), said that the BBC should not campaign on 
the issue of climate change. They criticised proposed plans for a BBC Comic Relief-style 
day of programmes around climate change. Horrocks was quoted as saying: "I 
absolutely don't think we should do that because it's not impartial. It's not our job to 
lead people and proselytise about it." 


Peter Barron was quoted as adding: "It is absolutely not the BBC's job to save the 
planet. | think there are a lot of people who think that, but it must be stopped."!2251 


Peter Horrocks later outlined the BBC's position on the BBC Editors Blog ("No Line"). 25 


The plans for a day of programmes about environmental issues were abandoned in 
September 2007. A BBC spokesperson said this was "absolutely not" because of 
concerns about impartiality .22! 


In July 2011 a BBC Trust review cited findings of an assessment by Professor Steve 
Jones of University College London. Jones found there was an at times "over-rigid" 
application of the Editorial Guidelines on impartiality in relation to science coverage, 
which failed to take into account what he regarded as the "non-contentious" nature of 
some stories and the need to avoid giving "undue attention to marginal opinion". 
Professor Jones gave reporting of the safety of the MMR vaccine and more recent 
coverage of claims about the safety of GM crops and the existence of man-made 
climate change as examples of his point.24 In 2017, the BBC apologised for allowing 
climate change denier Lord Lawson to falsely claim that global temperatures had not 
risen in the past decade on BBC Radio 4's Today Programme (which the organisation 
acknowledged breached its editorial guidelines™#) and in 2018, Carbon Brief released 
an internal notice sent by Fran Unsworth, BBC director of news and current affairs, 
arguing that the BBC's coverage of climate change often went against its own 
guidelines on accuracy and created a false balance with regard to impartiality stating: 
"Manmade climate change exists: If the science proves it we should report it. ... To 
achieve impartiality, you do not need to include outright deniers of climate change in 
BBC coverage, in the same way you would not have someone denying that Manchester 
United won 2-0 last Saturday. The referee has spoken."2421 


The BBC is alleged to have attempted to cover up a climate change seminar credited 
with shaping its coverage of the environment. 222 


"Overstaffing" [edit] 


The BBC has been criticised for "overstaffing" news, sporting, and cultural events and in 
doing so both wasting licence fee money and using their dominant position to control 
the coverage of events. 


A 2010 House of Commons Public Accounts Committee report criticised the number of 
staff that the BBC had sent to sporting events such as the Beijing Olympics and the Euro 
2008 football championships.“ In June 2011, the Corporation sent 263 staff to cover 
the Glastonbury Festival. The next month they sent 250 staff members to cover an 
event marking one year until the start of the London 2012 Olympics, ten times the 
numbers used by other broadcasters. 2221 


On 19 October 2011, the Liberal Democrats’ culture spokesman Don Foster criticised 
the large number of BBC staff members who attended the eviction of travellers and 
their supporters from the illegal section of the Dale Farm site. Foster stated that it was 
"ludicrous overstaffing and hardly [a] good way to get public sympathy for the 20 per 
cent budget cuts facing the BBC".223) The BBC responded that they only had 20 staff 
members on site. 


Funding[edit] 
Main article: Television licensing in the United Kingdom 


The fact that the BBC's domestic services are funded by television licence fees is 
heavily criticised by its competitors and others on a number of grounds. 224) 


The recent rise of multi-channel digital television has led to criticism that the licence fee 
is unjustifiable on the basis that minority interest programmes can now be transmitted 
on specialist commercial channels and that the licence fee is funding a number of 
digital-only channels which many licence holders cannot watch (for example BBC 

Three and BBC Four).2 Since 24 October 2012, with the completion of the digital 
switchover all licence payers can now access this content.22 


BBC Russia[edit] 


On 17 August 2007 it was reported that FM broadcast of the BBC's Russian language 
service in Russia would be dropped, leaving only medium and short wave broadcasts in 
Russia. Financial organisation Finam, which owns the FM radio service now dropping the 
BBC Russia broadcasts, through its spokesman Igor Ermachenkov, said that "Any media 
which is government-financed is propaganda - it's a fact, it's not negative".24 A 
spokesman, for the BBC responded: "Although the BBC is funded by the UK 
government... a fundamental principle of its constitution and its regulatory regime is 
that it is editorially independent of the UK government." Reports put the development in 
the context of criticism of the Russian government for curbing media freedom and 
strained UK-Russian relations.2227 Reporters Without Borders condemned the move as 
censorship.222 


"London-centrism": Lack of national representation[edit] 


On 1 November 2007 it was reported that Sir Michael Lyons, chairman of the BBC Trust, 
criticised the BBC as too London-centric, paying less attention to news stories outside of 
the capital.22 In light of such criticism in terms of both news and general programming 
(and in recognition of its mandate to represent the entire UK and encourage creativity 
throughout the country) there have been active efforts made by the Trust and Board of 


Governors to correct this regional imbalance. This is reflected in a commitment to 
produce at least 50 percent of programmes outside of the Greater London area, a target 
that the corporation has achieved in 2013 and 2014, but fell short of in 2015.23% 


The BBC's annual report for 2015-2016 makes reference to the "London bubble" while 
claiming that does this not represent an active bias but rather the fact that London is 
the place where so many decisions and programming are made. While notable 
investments in production capacity outside of London have been made - such as the 
creation of MediaCityUK in Salford, Greater Manchester - spending figures for radio and 
television production in the nations and regions has fallen in real terms, though this 
accompanies a near £600 million pound reduction in funding for the BBC as a whole 
since 2010. 


The UK's move towards increased devolution in the areas of healthcare, education, and 
a range of other policy areas, has created additional challenges for the corporation. The 
flagship newscasts are based in London and tend to report "nation-wide" stories related 
to government and policy that are often only pertinent to England, or 

sometimes England and Wales. The BBC Trust and Future for Public Service Television 
Inquiry has recognised that this requires more clarity in UK-wide news programming (for 
example, explaining why the Junior Doctors Strike only affects England, or that Scotland 
and Northern Ireland are exempt from the bedroom tax and the funding changes 
leading to the 2010 Student Protests) and creates an additional responsibility for the 
home nations opt-outs to report on devolved matters. 2242221 From 2016 onward, BBC 
management will go before the devolved committees for culture or media to answer 
questions and criticism in the same way that it does for the Westminster Culture, Media, 
and Sport Committee. 


Wales Coverage[edit] 


In August 2007, Adam Price, the Plaid Cymru MP, highlighted what he perceived as a 
lack of a Welsh focus on BBC news broadcasts.233! Price threatened to withhold 

future television licence fees in response to a lack of thorough news coverage of Wales, 
echoing a BBC Audience Council for Wales July report citing public frustration over how 
the Welsh Assembly is characterised in national media. 224! 


Plaid AM Bethan Jenkins agreed with Price and called for responsibility for broadcasting 
to be devolved to the Welsh Assembly, voicing similar calls from Scotland's First 
Minister Alex Salmond. Criticism of the BBC's news coverage for Wales and Scotland 
since devolution prompted debate of possibly providing evening news broadcasts with 
specific focus for both countries.© 


Scotland coverage controversy[edit] 


Scottish independence referendum, 2014[edit] 
See also: BBC controversies § September 2014: Coverage of Scottish independence 
campaign 


The National Union of Journalists (NUJ) criticised the BBC in October 2012 for its poor 
coverage of the Scotland independence referendum which took place on 18 September 
2014. The BBC reportedly "downplayed the costs of referendum coverage, claiming it 
was a ‘one off'."233 According to a research team led by Dr John Robertson from 

the University of the West of Scotland the BBC's first year of referendum coverage (to 
September 2013) was biased towards the pro-Unionist No campaign. 22234 


Andrew Marr, the BBC presenter, was accused of expressing anti-independence views in 
a March 2014 interview with Alex Salmond.#!2391 The BBC allowed the Better Together 


campaign to make a pro-unionist cinema advertisement at its Glasgow studios in April 
2014 which was thought to contravene its editorial guidelines. According to The 
Scotsman, the BBC appointed Kezia Dugdale, Labour’s education spokeswoman, as 
presenter of Crossfire, a radio programme debating issues relating to the referendum. 
The newspaper believed this arrangement was also a breach of the corporation's 
guidelines and asserted that Dugdale is "a member of Scottish Labour’s Truth Team - 
set up to monitor all SNP and Yes Scotland interviews, press statements and briefing 
papers" in the run-up to the September vote. 2441 


A report by the Audience Council Scotland, the BBC Trust's advisory body in Scotland, 
questioned the impartiality of BBC Scotland in covering the independence referendum 
in July 2014.22 A Sunday Times article, also in July 2014, queried the BBC's approach to 
the independence referendum, and stated that emails by a senior member of a 
production company organising debates for the corporation gave advance notice to the 
No campaign. 42! 


On 10 September 2014 the BBC were accused of bias in their reporting of an Alex 
Salmond press conference for the international media. In a response to a question by 
the BBC's Nick Robinson, Salmond accused him of heckling and wanted an inquiry by 
the UK's Cabinet Secretary into a leak to the BBC from the Treasury concerning the 
plans of the Royal Bank of Scotland to relocate its registered office to London which had 
been in the previous evening's news.2! In response to complaints about editing of the 
live coverage of the conference for later bulletins, the corporation said: "The BBC 
considers that the questions were valid and the overall report balanced and impartial, in 
line with our editorial guidelines. "24212481 


After a day of protests from Yes campaigners, and demands that Robinson should be 
sacked,27 the following Monday (15 September), Salmond responded to questions from 
journalists at Edinburgh Airport. About Robinson's report in later bulletins, he said: "I 
don't think it was fair for Nick to suggest that | hadn't answered a question when | 
actually answered it twice." He did not believe Robinson should be sacked.2# 


Former BBC correspondent, Paul Mason, was reported in September 2014 to have been 
critical of the corporation's reporting on his Facebook page (intended only to be read by 
his 'friends'). According to Mason: "Not since Iraq have | seen BBC News working at 
propaganda strength like this. So glad I’m out of there." 24 


Channel 4's director of creative diversity, Stuart Cosgrove called for a re-think at the 
BBC on the nature of balance and due impartiality based. This was during a BBC 
Scotland radio conversation hosted by John Beattie. Cosgrove commented: "Yesterday, | 
was watching the rolling BBC News very closely and it was clear that notions of balance 
were being predicated on a party political basis. It would go from Cameron to Miliband 
to Clegg and back. If you look at it as a different premise - it’s a yes/no question - 

then Patrick Harvie of the Scottish Greens, who is not the leader but is a significant 
political person within the Yes campaign, should have had exactly the same coverage as 
Ed Miliband. Do you think for a second he got that? Of course he didn’t. | think there’s 
been a failure of the understanding of the nature of balance and due impartiality. It’s 
simply wrong and not acceptable."242 


An interview of Alex Salmond for the Sunday Herald published on 14 September 2014 


included his opinion that the BBC had displayed a pro-union bias during the referendum. 
[250] 


"Off payroll" tax arrangements/[edit] 


In October 2012 a Public Accounts Committee (United Kingdom) report found that the 
BBC had 25,000 "off payroll" contracts - 13,000 for people who were on air. These 


contracts enable people to make their own arrangements to pay tax and national 
insurance, which could allow them to contribute less than employees on pay-as-you- 
earn tax (PAYE). In response, the BBC said many of these were short-term contracts, but 
it was carrying out a detailed review of tax arrangements.) 


See also[edit] 
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The Hutton Inquiry was a 2003 judicial inquiry in the UK chaired by Lord Hutton, who 
was appointed by the Labour government to investigate the circumstances surrounding 
the death of David Kelly, a biological warfare expert and former UN weapons inspector 
in Iraq. 


On 18 July 2003, Kelly, an employee of the Ministry of Defence, was found dead after he 
had been named as the source of quotations used by BBC journalist Andrew Gilligan. 
These quotations had formed the basis of media reports claiming that the government 
had knowingly "sexed up" the "September Dossier", a report into Iraq and weapons of 
mass destruction. The inquiry opened in August 2003 and reported on 28 January 2004. 
The Hutton report cleared the government of wrongdoing, while the BBC was strongly 
criticised, leading to the resignation of the BBC's chairman Gavyn Davies and director- 
general Greg Dyke. The report was met with scepticism by the British public,~2 and 
criticism by British newspapers such as The Guardian, Independent, and the Daily Mail, 
though others said it exposed serious flaws within the BBC." 


Background[edit] 


Kelly had been the source for reports made by three BBC journalists that the 
government, particularly the press office of Tony Blair, the Prime Minister, had 
knowingly embellished the dossier with misleading exaggerations of Iraq's military 
capabilities; specifically, a claim that Iraq had the ability to launch a strike using 
"weapons of mass destruction" within 45 minutes. These were reported by Andrew 
Gilligan on BBC Radio 4's Today programme on 29 May 2003, by Gavin Hewitt on the 
Ten O'Clock News the same day and by Susan Watts on BBC Two's Newsnight on 2 June. 
On 1 June Gilligan repeated his allegations in an article written for The Mail on Sunday, 
naming government press secretary Alastair Campbell as the driving force for alteration 
of the dossier. 


The government angrily denounced the reports and accused the corporation of poor 
journalism. In subsequent weeks the corporation stood by the report, saying that it had 
a reliable source. Following intense media speculation, Kelly was finally named in the 
press as the source for Gilligan's story on 9 July. Kelly committed suicide in a field close 
to his home on 17 July. An inquiry was announced by the British government the 
following day. The inquiry was to investigate "the circumstances surrounding the death 
of Dr Kelly". 


The inquiry[edit] 


The inquiry opened on 1 August. Hearings began on 11 August. The first phase of the 
inquiry closed on 4 September. A second session of witness-calling began on Monday 15 
September, where some witnesses from the first session, such as Andrew 

Gilligan, Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon, BBC chairman Gavyn Davies and Alastair 
Campbell were recalled for further questions arising from the first phase, and some 
witnesses were called for the first time. The taking of evidence closed on Wednesday 24 
September. The inquiry heard evidence on 22 days, lasting 110 hours, from 74 
witnesses. Examination and cross-examination came from five Queen's Counsel. 
Representing the Inquiry was James Dingemans QC (now Mr. Justice Dingemans) and 
Peter Knox (now QC). Representing the government was Jonathan Sumption (now Lord 
Sumption). QC Andrew Caldecott represented the BBC. 


At the conclusion of the Inquiry there was widespread approval of the process 
conducted by Hutton.“ The Inquiry had provided exceptional access to the inner 


workings of the UK Government and the BBC. Virtually all the documentation provided 
to the Inquiry was quickly provided to the public on the Inquiry's website. 


A British ambassador called David Broucher reported a conversation with Dr Kelly at 

a Geneva meeting in February 2003, which he described as from "deep within the 
memory hole". Broucher related that Kelly said he had assured his Iragi sources that 
there would be no war if they co-operated, and that a war would put him in an 
‘ambiguous’ moral position. Broucher had asked Kelly what would happen if Iraq were 
invaded, and Kelly had replied, 'I will probably be found dead in the woods.’ Broucher 
then quoted from an email he had sent just after Kelly's death: 'I did not think much of 
this at the time, taking it to be a hint that the Iraqis might try to take revenge against 
him, something that did not seem at all fanciful then. | now see that he may have been 
thinking on rather different lines.’ 


The report([edit] 


Hutton initially announced that he expected to be able to deliver his report in late 
November or early December. The report was eventually published on 28 January 2004. 
1 |t ran to 750 pages in 13 chapters and 18 appendices, though this was mainly 
composed of excerpts from the hundreds of documents (letters, emails, transcripts of 
conversation, and so on) that were published during the inquiry. The main conclusions 
were:4 


e Nobody could have anticipated that Dr Kelly would take his life 

e There was "no underhand [government] strategy” to name him as the source for the 
BBC's accusations 

e Gilligan's original accusation was "unfounded" and the BBC's editorial and 
management processes were "defective" 

e The dossier had not been "sexed up", but was in line with available intelligence, 
although the Joint Intelligence Committee, chaired by John Scarlett, may have been 
"subconsciously influenced" by the government 

e The Ministry of Defence (MOD) was at fault for not informing Kelly of its strategy that 
would involve naming him 


The report exonerated the government much more completely than had been expected 
by many observers prior to its publication. Evidence presented to the inquiry had 
indicated: 


e That the wording of the dossier had been altered to present the strongest possible 
case for war within the bounds of available intelligence 

e That some of these changes had been suggested by Alastair Campbell 

e That reservations had been expressed by experts within the Intelligence Community 
about the wording of the dossier 

e That David Kelly had direct contact with the dissenters within the Defence 
Intelligence Staff and had communicated their reservations (and his own) to several 
journalists. 

e That, following Kelly's decision to come forward as one of Gilligan's contacts, Alastair 
Campbell and Geoff Hoon had wanted his identity made public 

e That the Prime Minister himself had chaired a meeting at which it was decided that 
Dr Kelly's name would be confirmed by the Ministry of Defence if put to them by 
journalists 


e That Kelly's name had been confirmed after journalists had made multiple 
suggestions to the MOD press office. 


Despite this evidence, Hutton's report largely cleared the government of any 
wrongdoing. In large measure this was because Hutton judged that the government had 
not known of the reservations in the intelligence community: it seemed they had been 
discounted by senior intelligence assessors (the Joint Intelligence Committee) — thus 
Gilligan's claim that the government "probably knew" the intelligence was flawed, was 
itself unfounded. Furthermore, the Inquiry had heard that these were not the words 
used by Gilligan's source, but his own inference. However, the judgement that No. 10 
was not aware of the reservations of the intelligence community was not supported by 
other evidence contained in the report, such as the transcript of an interview given by 
David Kelly to the BBC journalist Susan Watts.“ In addition to clearing the government, 
Hutton determined that any failure of intelligence assessment fell outside his remit, and 
the Intelligence Services thus also escaped censure. 


Instead the report placed a great deal of emphasis on evidence of the failings of Gilligan 
and the BBC, many of which had been explicitly acknowledged during the course of the 
Inquiry. Gilligan, for example, admitted and apologised for surreptitiously briefing 
politicians on a select committee in order to put pressure on Kelly. Gilligan, whilst 
disagreeing with the overall thrust of the report, also admitted that he had attributed 
inferences to Kelly which were in fact his own.2% 


The Inquiry specifically criticised the chain of management that caused the BBC to 
defend its story. The BBC management, the report said, had accepted Gilligan's word 
that his story was accurate, in spite of his notes being incomplete. 


Davies had then told the BBC Board of Governors that he was happy with the story, and 
told the Prime Minister that a satisfactory internal inquiry had taken place. The Board of 
Governors, under Davies' guidance, accepted that further investigation of the 
government's complaints were unnecessary. In his report Hutton wrote of this: 


The Governors should have recognised more fully than they did that their duty to 
protect the independence of the BBC was not incompatible with giving proper 
consideration to whether there was validity in the Government's complaints, no 
matter how strongly worded by Mr Campbell, that the allegations against its 
integrity reported in Mr Gilligan's broadcasts were unfounded and the Governors 
failed to give this issue proper consideration. 


There was considerable speculation in the media that the report had been 
deliberately written to clear the government, a claim disputed by Lord Hutton ata 
later press conference. Many people remain convinced that this was the case. 
Suggestions of whitewash were supported by Hutton's careful choice of language at 
certain points in the report. For example, he argued that the use of the phrase 
‘sexed up’ by Gilligan would have been taken by the general public to indicate an 
outright lie rather than mere exaggeration, and thus the claim was untrue. 


Aftermath of publication[edit] 


It was because of the report's criticism of his actions that Gavyn Davies resigned on 
the day of publication, 28 January 2004. Reporters from rival news organisation ITN 
described the day of publication as "one of the worst in the BBC's history". Greg 
Dyke, the director-general, resigned two days after the publication of the report, 
following a meeting of BBC Governors where it is reported he only retained the 


support of one third of the board. However, after announcing his resignation, Dyke 
stated: 


| do not necessarily accept the findings of Lord Hutton.24 
Andrew Gilligan resigned because of his part in the affair on 30 January, making 


three BBC resignations in three days. However, in his resignation statement he 
questioned the value of Hutton's report: 


This report casts a chill over all journalism, not just the BBC's. It seeks to hold 
reporters, with all the difficulties they face, to a standard that it does not appear 
to demand of, for instance, Government dossiers. 2% 


Blair, who had been repeatedly under fire for the "sexing-up" allegations, told 
the House of Commons in the debate following the release of the report that 
he had been completely exonerated. He demanded a retraction from those 
who had accused him of lying to the House, particularly Michael Howard, 

the Leader of the Opposition: 


The allegation that | or anyone else lied to this House or deliberately misled the 
country by falsifying intelligence on WMD is itself the real lie. And | simply ask 
that those that made it and those who have repeated it over all these months, 
now withdraw it, fully, openly and clearly.22 


Howard sidestepped the demand for an apology. However, immediately 
after the Board of Governors had accepted Dyke's resignation Lord Ryder, 
as Acting Chairman of the BBC (Davies's replacement), apologised 
"unreservedly" for errors made during the Dr David Kelly affair. Dyke, 
who has not given the conclusions of the Hutton report his full backing, 
said that he "could not quite work out" what the BBC was apologising 
for. The Independent subsequently reported that the BBC governors had 
ignored the advice of BBC lawyers that the Hutton report was "legally 
flawed". Although this was denied by the BBC, it was confirmed in 2007 
when the BBC was forced to publish minutes of a governors meeting at 
the BBC that took place directly after the Hutton report.“ 


At the end of the report Hutton recalled how the final part of David Kelly's 
life had not been representative of his whole career in the civil service: 


The evidence at this Inquiry has concentrated largely on the last two months of 
Dr Kelly's life, and therefore it is fitting that | should end this report with some 
words written in Dr Kelly's obituary in The Independent on 31 July by Mr Terence 
Taylor, the President and Executive Director of the International Institute of 
Strategic Studies, Washington DC and a former colleague of Dr Kelly: "It is most 
important that the extraordinary public attention and political fallout arising from 
the events of the past month do not mask the extraordinary achievements of a 
scientist who loyally served not only his Government but also the international 
community at large." 


Deliberately or otherwise, Dr. Kelly had raised wider questions about 
the quality, interpretation and presentation of intelligence that Hutton 
had left unanswered. Some of these were to be addressed in a new 
inquiry, announced by the government on 3 February 2004. Amongst 
other things, the Butler Report concluded that "the fact that the 
reference to the 45 minute claim in the classified assessment was 
repeated in the dossier later led to suspicions that it had been 


included because of its eye-catching character". Andrew 
Gilligan claims that this has vindicated his original story that the 
dossier had been "sexed up". 


Over a dozen years later, the Chilcot Inquiry came to different 
conclusions. The Financial Times reported, ‘Every previous inquiry 
into Britain’s decision to invade Iraq has swiftly been condemned by 
the public as a “whitewash”. Such a description hardly applies to the 
monumental inquest that has been published by Sir John Chilcot.'24 


Leaking of the report prior to publication[edit] 


The report was leaked by an unknown party to The Sun the night 
before the official publication date. The Sun and consequently most 
other newspapers in their later editions ran with the leaked version of 
the report. Delivered by an unnamed source over the telephone to 
Sun Political Editor Trevor Kavanagh, the leaked version accurately 
described the report's main findings. All sides involved in the Inquiry 
denounced the leak. Lord Hutton launched a further inquiry into how 
the report came to be leaked. This second inquiry, carried out by a 
solicitor, reported on 11 August 2004, but failed to find the source of 
the leak. It also said there were "no particular weaknesses" in the 
security of the report and so offered no suggestions of how a similar 
leak might be prevented in the future. 


Media reaction to the report[edit] 


% THE INDEPENDENT 


WHITEWASH? 
THE HUTTON 
REPORT 


WI 
The cover of The Independent when the report was released: "Whitewash? 


The Hutton Report". 


Several national newspapers judged the report to be so uncritical of 
the government that they accused Hutton of participating in an 
"establishment whitewash".4= The Daily Mail wrote in its editorial 


"We're faced with the wretched spectacle of the BBC chairman 
resigning while Alastair Campbell crows from the summit of his 
dunghill. Does this verdict, my lord, serve the real interest of 

truth?". The Independent included a large, mostly empty, white space 
above the fold on its front page containing the word "whitewash?" in 
small red type. 


The Daily Express headline read "Hutton's whitewash leaves 
questions unanswered" — referring to the fact that an investigation 
into Britain's reasons for joining the war in Iraq was beyond the scope 
of the inquiry. None of the newspapers presented evidence of a 
cover-up, but they questioned whether the conclusions were 
supported by the evidence. 


Other newspapers such as The Times, The Sun (both owned by News 
Corporation and usually critical of the BBC) and The Daily 

Telegraph concentrated on the behaviour of the BBC criticised in the 

report and called for Greg Dyke to resign, as he did later that day (29 
January). The Sunday Times depicted Lord Hutton as the Three Wise 

Monkeys who would 'see no evil, hear no evil and speak no evil’. 


The reactions of papers supportive of the Conservative Party, such 
as The Daily Mail and The Daily Telegraph, in part reflected the 
Conservatives’ disappointment that the report did not find that Blair 
had misled the House of Commons or the public, which might have 
precipitated his resignation. On the other hand, left-wing newspapers 
such as The Guardian and The Daily Mirror, while supporting Blair 
against the Conservatives, strongly opposed British participation in 
the war in Iraq, and sympathised with what they (and many others) 
saw as the anti-war stance of BBC journalists such as Gilligan. While 
they probably did not want Blair forced from office, they would have 
welcomed a finding that Alastair Campbell had falsified 

the September Dossier. 


Martin Kettle wrote in The Guardian on 3 February: "Too many 
newspapers invested too heavily in a particular preferred outcome on 
these key points. They wanted the government found guilty on the 
dossier and on the naming, and they wanted Gilligan's reporting 
vindicated. When Hutton drew opposite conclusions, they damned his 
findings as perverse and his report as a whitewash. But the report's 
weakness was its narrowness, and to some extent its unworldliness, 
not the accuracy of its verdicts." 


Thousands of BBC workers paid for a full-page advertisement in The 
Daily Telegraph on 31 January in order to publish a message of 
support for Dyke, followed by a list of their names. The message read: 


The following statement is from BBC employees, presenters, reporters and 
contributors. It was paid for by them personally, not the BBC itself. 

Greg Dyke stood for brave, independent BBC journalism that was fearless in its 
search for the truth. We are resolute that the BBC should not step back from its 
determination to investigate the facts in pursuit of the truth. Through his passion 
and integrity Greg Dyke inspired us to make programmes of the highest quality 
and creativity. We are dismayed by Greg's departure, but we are determined to 


maintain his achievements and his vision for an independent organisation that 
serves the public above all else. 


An ICM public opinion poll, commissioned by the News of the 
World and published on 1 February 2004, showed that 54% of 
respondents believed Tony Blair's reputation had deteriorated. 
Only 14% thought his status had improved after being 
vindicated in the report. 


In some countries the reputation of the BBC in fact improved 
as a result of its attacks on the British government during the 
Dr David Kelly affair. The BBC is sometimes viewed, especially 
outside the UK, as a puppet of the government. !'etationneeded The 
BBC's willingness to accuse the Prime Minister and the Ministry 
of Defence so publicly of wrongdoing, despite the mistakes the 
BBC itself acknowledged it had made, boosted its credentials 
as an impartial and unbiased news source. 


Hutton himself defended the report, speaking before a 
Commons select committee on 14 May 2004. He stated he had 
not thought it appropriate to embark on a study of the pre-war 
intelligence: “/ had to draw the line somewhere." He felt the 
allegations against Gilligan were “far graver" than questions 
concerning the quality of the intelligence, and that it was right 
that a separate inquiry, the Butler Review, was being 
conducted.” In November 2006 he dismissed the media 
claims that his report was a whitewash,“4 saying: 


| knew that if | delivered a report concluding that the 
government had deliberately misled the country about the 
existence of weapons of mass destruction in Iraq and had 
acted towards Dr Kelly in a dishonourable and underhand way, 
| would be acclaimed in many sections of the media as a 
fearless and independent judge. | also knew that if | did not 
come to such findings it was probable that my report would be 
subjected to considerable criticism".22 


The notoriety of the Hutton Report received a boost 

when Cherie Blair was reported to have auctioned off a signed 
copy of the report for £400 for the benefit of the Labour Party 
in May 2006.2% 


The Strange Death of David Kellyjedit] 


In his 2007 book The Strange Death of David Kelly, shortlisted 
for the Channel 4 Political Book Award 2008, Norman Baker (at 
the time an MP) argued that Kelly was almost certainly 
murdered. He described the police investigation and Hutton 
Inquiry as a 'farce', which failed to investigate numerous 
discrepancies and anomalies in the physical, medical and 
witness evidence. 


Baker concluded that Kelly's death was probably a revenge 
killing by Iraqi supporters of Saddam Hussein, and that it was 
crudely disguised as a suicide by Thames Valley police - who 


appeared to have known of an assassination plot in advance - 
because the British government was fearful of the political 
consequences. He noted that many of those apparently 
involved have since received promotions or unusual awards. 
Baker later stated that more detail about this had to be 
removed from the book.22 


While investigating Kelly's death, Baker claimed he had 
experienced strange events, including apparent intimidation of 
a woman who was assisting him, and the unexplained wiping 
of his computer hard disk.24 


Medical criticisms and calls for inquest[edit] 


Throughout 2004 there were frequent questions from medical 
practitioners,22 as well as ambulance crew on the scene, about 
the veracity of the verdict of suicide.22 They said that it was 
extremely unusual to die as a result of cutting the ulnar 

artery - Kelly being the only supposed case of this occurring in 
2003 - and that almost no blood was found at the scene. 


In August 2010, nine leading doctors and forensic experts 
wrote to The Daily Telegraph calling for a full inquest, on the 
grounds that the cause of death claimed was extremely 
unlikely and had not been properly investigated by the Hutton 
Inquiry.24! Former Conservative party leader Michael 

Howard backed their call for an inquest.[1] 


In June 2011, the Attorney General Dominic Grieve ruled out 
applying to the High Court for an inquest, saying that the 
evidence Kelly had committed suicide was 'overwhelming’. 
This was greeted with outrage by the group of doctors 
campaigning for an inquest, whose leader, Dr Stephen Frost, 
said the government was "complicit in a determined and 
concerted cover-up". He added: 


"The continuing cover-up of the truth of what happened is a 
national disgrace and should be of concern to all British 
citizens... It is highly regrettable that Dominic Grieve has 
sought, as did the coroner Nicholas Gardiner before him, to 
rubber-stamp the clear subversion of due process of the law 
that the derailing of the inquest by Lord Falconer on August 
13, 2003 constituted." 


He said that the doctors would seek a judicial review of the 
decision not to pursue an inquest. 25! 


See also[edit] 


e = Iraq Inquiry 
e Political scandals in the United Kingdom 
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The Balen Report is a 20,000 word document written by the senior broadcasting 
journalist Malcolm Balen in 2004 after examining thousands of hours of the BBC's 
coverage of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The report was commissioned by former BBC 
Director of News, Richard Sambrook, following persistent complaints from the public 
and the Israeli government of allegations of anti-Israel bias. It is a legal obligation 
for the Corporation to be impartial which is why this Report is so important. 


Freedom of Information court case[edit] 


A number of people requested copies of the report under the Freedom of Information 
Act 2000. The BBC rejected these requests on the grounds that the report fell under 
a derogation in the FOI Act: "Information held by the BBC is subject to the Freedom of 
Information Act only if it is ‘held for purposes other than those of journalism, art or 
literature'." The BBC contended that as an internal report aimed at checking its own 
standards of journalism, the report was held for purposes of journalism.“ The BBC's 
position was challenged by Jewish activist,“ and consultant commercial solicitor at 
London firm Forsters, Steven Sugar, who appealed initially to the Information 


Commissioner (who ruled in favour of the BBC) and then to the Information 
Tribunal (who ruled that the report was not held for purposes of journalism). 


The BBC appealed against the decision of the Information Tribunal to the High Court on 
two grounds: that the Information Tribunal did not have jurisdiction to hear an appeal 
from the Information Commissioner in this case and that even if did its decision was 
flawed as a matter of law. The High Court decided that the Tribunal did lack jurisdiction 
and rejected Mr Sugar's challenge to the Commissioner's decision. The High Court did 
not consider the BBC's second ground of appeal. Mr Sugar's appeal to the Court of 
Appeal against the High Court's decision on the jurisdiction question was dismissed but 
his subsequent appeal to the House of Lords (then the highest court in the UK) was 
allowed by 3 votes to 2 on 11 February 2009. Thus the Tribunal's decision in Mr Sugar's 
favour was reinstated.“ The BBC retained its second ground of appeal and the case 
returned to the High Court on 2 October 2009, when Mr Justice Irwin ruled in the BBC's 
favour. His decision was that the information requested was held ‘significantly’ for the 
purposes of journalism and therefore was exempt under the Freedom of Information 
Act.222 On 23 June 2010, at the Court of Appeal the Master of the Rolls, Lord Neuberger, 
Lord Justice Moses and Lord Justice Munby upheld that decision and rejected Mr Sugar's 
appeal. 


After Mr Sugar's death, an appeal by his widow was heard at the Supreme Court on 23 
November 2011.24 On 15 February 2012 the Supreme Court unanimously dismissed the 
appeal. All but one judge dismissed it on the basis that, even if information is held only 
partly for the purposes of journalism, art or literature, as it was in this case, it is outside 
the scope of FOIA. Lord Wilson would have dismissed it on the basis that, if information 
is held predominantly for the purposes of journalism, art or literature, it is outside the 
scope of FOIA and that the Balen Report was held predominantly for those purposes "2 


Alleged legal costs[edit] 


The Daily Mail and others have reported that the BBC may have spent up to an 
estimated £200,000 in an effort to cover up the report, and noted that some BBC chiefs 
have been accused of wasting licence fee payers' money. Conservative MP David 

Davis called the block "shameful hypocrisy" in light of the corporation's previous 
extensive use of FOI requests in its journalism. 


In August 2012, the politics website, The Commentator reported a Freedom of 
Information request they had made which indicated that the BBC has spent £330,000 in 
legal costs. This figure does not include BBC in-house legal staff time or Value Added 
Tax." 


The BBC's press release following the High Court judgment included the following 
statement: 


"The BBC's action in this case had nothing to do with the fact that the Balen 
report was about the Middle East - the same approach would have been taken 
whatever area of news output was covered. "23 


The claimant, Mr Sugar, was reported after his earlier success in the House of Lords 
in BBC v Sugar" as saying: 


"It is sad that the BBC felt it necessary to spend hundreds of thousands of 
pounds of public money fighting for three years to try to load the system against 
those requesting information from it. | am very pleased that the House of Lords 
has ruled that such obvious unfairness is not the result of the Act. "23 


However, the High Court then ruled that the BBC was not required to disclose 
the Balen Report, and in spite of appeals by Mr Sugar and, after his death, his 
wife, both the Court of Appeal and the Supreme Court agreed with that ruling, 
thus clarifying the law applying to any similar reports in the future. 
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BBC News employs many presenters and correspondents who appear across television, 
radio and contribute to BBC Online. BBC News provides television journalism to BBC 
One bulletins and the rolling news channels BBC World News and the BBC News 
Channel in the United Kingdom. In addition BBC News runs rolling news network BBC 
Radio 5 Live and the international BBC World Service. They also contribute to strands 
across BBC Radio 4 and bulletins on all radio networks. The BBC has over 200 
correspondents based both in the United Kingdom and abroad. 


Television news presenters[edit] 


It has been suggested that this section be split out into 
€=+™> another article titled List of BBC TV Newsreaders. 
(Discuss) (September 2017) 


BBC One and BBC Twof[edit] 


Many of the presenters below also work on other BBC News output, and some also work 
in other parts of the BBC. Other BBC News presenters also provide relief presentation on 
programmes broadcast on these channels. Not included in this list are presenters of the 
BBC News Channel programme BBC Newsroom Live which is simulcast on BBC Two. Also 
not included are presenters of BBC World News programmes that are simulcast 
overnight on BBC One and the 19:00 edition on BBC Four. 
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Reeta 
Chakrabarti 


Tina Daheley 


Victoria 
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Occasions Chief presente 
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Carrie Gracie 
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Victoria Derbyshire, BBC News at 
Nine, BBC Newsroom Live, BBC 
Weekend News 


BBC News at Nine, BBC Newsroom 
Live, BBC Weekend News 


BBC News at Nine, BBC Newsroom 
Live, BBC Weekend News 
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News 
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Naga 
Munchett 


Clive Myrie We 58C Weekend News 
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Kate BBC News at One, BBC Weekend News 

Silverton 

Norman Victoria Derbyshire Relief Presenter 
Smith 

Charlie Stayt BBC Breakfast 

Chloe Tilley Victoria Derbyshire?! Relief Presenter 
Dan Walker BBC Breakfast 

Kirsty Wark Newsnight 


g 
BBC News Channel[edit] 


Many of the presenters below also work on other BBC News output, and some also work 
in other parts of the BBC. Other BBC News presenters also provide relief presentation on 
programmes broadcast on this channel. Not included in this list are the presenters of 
the programmes BBC Breakfast, Victoria Derbyshire as well as the BBC One bulletins 
that are simulcast on the channel. Also not included are presenters of the BBC World 
News programmes that are simulcast from 19:00 to 20:00, 21:00 to 22:00 and 00:00 to 
06:00 daily, unless they're mainly seen on the News Channel. 
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BBC World NewsS[edit] 


Many of the presenters below also work on other BBC News output, and some also work 
in other parts of the BBC. Other BBC News presenters also provide relief presentation on 
programmes broadcast on this channel. Presenters who have normal shows and also 
Relief present have their relief shows in bold. 
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Jones Today, Newsday 
Tim Willcox BBC World News, Impact, Global Relief Presenter 
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Radio news presenters[edit] 


It has been suggested that this section be split out into 
+m another article titled List of BBC Radio Newsreaders. 
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BBC Radio 2[edit] 


Presenter Programme(s) 
Jeremy Vine |Jeremy Vine 


Harvey 
Cooks BBC News 
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Tina Daheley 
show 


BBC Radio 4[edit] 
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Outside Source 


Owen Bennett- 


Jones 


ames 
Coomarasamy 


Newshour Alternate (on 
Sage rotation) 
James Menendez 


Lyse Doucet 
Razia Iqbal 


Presenter Programme(s) Notes 


Julian Marshall 


Tim Franks 


Valerie Sanderson | The Newsroom 


Rob Young 

Roger Hearing Business Matters 
Susannah Streeter 

Pooneh Ghoddoosi | BBC Partner Hub 


Reporters[edit] 


It has been suggested that this section be split out into 


4=+™> another article titled List of BBC Reporters. 
(Discuss) (September 2017) 


Foreign correspondents[edit] 


The list below reflects correspondents' normal postings. During major international 
events, such as the Libyan crisis of 2011 and the Gaza conflict of 2014, foreign 
correspondents may be redeployed from their normal bases to cover such stories 
temporarily on a rota (when they are usually branded "World Affairs Correspondents" or 
when in Europe "Europe Correspondents"), before returning to their normal base. This 
can also happen to cover holidays mainly during July / August and over Christmas 
periods. 


World Affairs[edit] Europe[edit] 
Editor: Editor: 
e john Simpson e Katya Adler - Brussels 


Chief International Correspondent and Correspondents: 
Contributing Editor: 


Correspondents: 


Lyse Doucet + 


Paul Wood 

Emily Buchanan 
Humphrey Hawksley 
Richard Galpin 
Mark Doyle - /nternational Development À 
Correspondent ° 
Naomi Grimley - Global Affairs 
Darrin Conway - Cameraman / 


Kevin Connolly - Europe 
Correspondent - Brussels 
Andrew Plant 

- Brussels / Bristol (Normally based) 
Hugh Schofield - Paris 

Lucy Williamson - Paris 
Jenny Hill - Berlin 

Damien McGuinness - Berlin 
James Reynolds - Rome 
David Willey - Rome 

Nick Thorpe - Budapest 

Rob Cameron - Prague 


Producer- Washington e Anna Holligan - The Hague 
e Stephanie Hegarty - Global Population ° Steve Rosenberg - Moscow 
Correspondent® e Sarah Rainsford - Moscow 
US and Canada[edit] e Jonah Fisher - Kiev 
. e Adam Fleming - Brussels 
Peton Middle East[edit] 
e jon Sopel - North America Editors : 


Editor - Washington 


Chief Political Correspondent: 


Jeremy Bowen 
Sebastian Usher - BBC World Service 


e Gary O'Donoghue - Washington Correspondents: 
Correspondents: , ; : 
e Jim Muir - Beirut 


Katty Kay - Washington (BBC World 
News America Presenter) 
Laura Trevelyan - New York City (BBC 


Martin Patience - Beirut 
Rami Ruhayem - Beirut 
Lina Sinjab - Beirut 


World News America Presenter) e Orla Guerin - Cairo 
Kim Ghattas - Washington e Mark Lowen - Istanbul 
Barbara Plett-Usher - Washington (State* Tom Bateman - Jerusalem 
Department) e Quentin Sommerville 
Nick Bryant - New York City Africa[edit] 
Chris Buckler- Washington” : 

Editor: 


Sophie Long™®- Los Angeles 
David Willis - Los Angeles / Washington 
Tom Brook - New York j 
City (Entertainment) 

Michelle Fleury - New York City 
business correspondent ° 


Fergal Keane 


Correspondent: 


Anne Soy - Senior Correspondent 


Samira Hussain - Business 
Jane O'Brien - Washington?! 
Aleem Maqbool!2! 

Peter Bowes - Los Angeles"?! 


Latin America[edit] 


Correspondent: 


Wyre Davies - Rio de Janeiro 

Will Grant - Havana 

Katy Watson - Sao Paulo 

Daniel Gallas - Business Correspondent 


Arwa Barkallah - West Africa 
Correspondent - Daka” 
Bassam Bounenni - North Africa 
Correspondent - Tunis" 

Karen Allen - Johannesburg"® 
Andrew Harding - Johannesburg 
Emmanuel Igunza - Ethiopia?” 
Alastair Leithead - Nairobi 

Rana Jawad - North Africa 
Correspondent - Tunis 

Lerato Mbele  - Cape Town (Business) 
Mayeni Jones - Lagos - Nigerians 
Tomi Oladipo - Africa Security 
Correspondent2 


Asia[edit] 
Asia Pacific Editor: 


Celia Hatton 


Editors: 


Rebecca Henschke - /ndonesia 


Editor - Jakarta?” 


Correspondents: 


Nick Beake - Myanmar 
Correspondent - Yangon, Myanmar?!) 
Laura Bicker - Seoul!2?} 

Soutik Biswas - /ndia Correspondent! 
Robin Brant - Shanghai! 

Sameer Hashmi - Mumbai (Business) 
Jonathan Head - South East Asia 
Correspondent - Bangkok 

Rico Hizon ¢ - Singapore (Asia Business 
Report, Newsday) 

Howard Johnson - Philippines?>! 
Secunder 

Kermani - Afghanistan & Pakistan’®! 
Juliana Liu - Hong Kong 

David Loyn - Kabul 

Sanjoy Majumder - Delhi bureau 
Stephen McDonell - Beijing 

Justin Rowlatt - South Asia 
Correspondent ?- Delhi 

John Sudworth - Beijing?” 

Rajini Vaidyanathan - South Asia 
Correspondent - Delhi?! 

Rupert Wingfield-Hayes - Tokyo 


e Mariko Oi - Singapore / Toyko 
Australiafedit] 


e Phil Mercer - Sydney 
e Shaimaa Khalil - Sydney 2 


UK and Ireland correspondents[edit] 


World Affairs Correspondent[edit] 


e Clive Myrie 
lrelandfedit] 


e Chris Page 
e Emma Vardy2 


Scotland[edit] 
Editor: Sarah Smith 
Correspondents: 


e Glenn Campbell 
e Lorna Gordon 


Wales[edit] 


e Tomos Morgan 
e Hywel Griffith & 


North of England[edit] 


Judith Moritz 

Danny Savage 

Ed Thomas 

Dan Johnson - Victoria Derbyshire 


Midlands[edit] 


Sian Lloyd #22133! 


Eastern England[edit] 


Mark Worthington 


South of England[edit] 


Duncan Kennedy 


West of England[edit] 


Jon Kay 


Specialist correspondents[edit] 


Politicalfedit] 
Editor: 


e Laura Kuenssberg 


Deputy Editor: 


e John Pienaar 


Assistant Editor: 


e Norman Smith 


Chief Political Correspondent: 


e Vicki Young 
e Gary O'Donoghue - Washington 


Correspondents: 


e Ross Hawkins 

e lain Watson 

e Chris Masonas: 

e Ben Wright 

e Eleanor Garnier 

e Alex Forsythes 

e Mark Lobel 

e Susana Mendonça!” 

e Leila Nathoo##! 

e Jonathan Blakes% 

e Rob Watson BBC World News 
e Nick Eardley Scotland 


National Editors: 


e Mark Devenport - Political 
Editor, Northern Ireland 
e Nick Servini - Political Editor, Wales 
e Brian Taylor - Political Editor, Scotland 


Parliamentary[edit] 


e Mark D'Arcy 
e Esther Webber 


Education[edit] 
Editor: 


e Branwen Jeffreys 
Correspondent: 


Health[edit] 
Editor: 


e Hugh Pym 
Correspondents: 


e Tulip Mazumdar - Global Health 
e Fergus Walsh - Medical 

e Nick Triggle 

e Sophie Hutchinson 

e Dominic Hughes 

e Jane Dreaper 

e Adam Brimelow 


Social Affairs[edit] 
LGBT Correspondent: 


e Ben Hunte"! 
Correspondent: 


e Michael Buchanan 
e Alison Holta 


Free Disability Correspondent: 


e Nikki Fox - MediaCityUK 
Community Affairs Correspondent: 


e Adina Campbell& 
Legal Affairs[edit] 


e Clive Coleman 
Religious Affairs[edit] 


e Martin Bashir 
Transport[edit] 


e Tom Burridge! 
Technology[edit] 


Editor: 


e Rory Cellan-Jones 


Correspondent: 


e Dave Lee - North America Technology 


e Sean Coughlan - Education and 
Family 
e Elaine Dunkley#4 


Home Affairs[edit] 
Editor: 


e Mark Easton 
Correspondents: 


e Daniel Sandford 
e Danny Shaw 

e Tom Symonds 

e June Kelly 

e Dominic Casciani 


Security[edit] 


e Frank Gardner 
e Gordon Corera 


Defencef[edit] 


e Jonathan Beale 
e Jonathan Marcus“! 


Diplomatic and Royalfedit] 
Editor: 


e James Robbins 


Correspondents: 


e James Landale - Diplomatic 

e Caroline Hawley - Diplomatic! 
e Paul Adams - Diplomatic! 

e Jonathan Marcus - Diplomatic“! 
e Jonny Dymond - Royal 

e Nicholas Witchell - Roya/ 

e Daniela Relph - Royal 

e Sarah Campbell - Roya! 


Business and Economics[edit] 
Editors: 


e Simon Jack - Business 


e Faisal Islam - Economics#! 
Correspondents: 


Reporter 
e Richard Westcott - Science and Tech! 


Sciencefedit] 
Editor: 


e David Shukman 
Correspondents: 


e Pallab Ghosh 

e Roger Harrabin - Environment Analyst 

e Matt McGrath - Environment! 

e Claire Marshall - Environment and Rural 
Affairs®! 

e Rebecca Morelle - Global Science 

e Victoria Gill - Global Science! 

e Richard Westcott - Science and Tech! 


Arts[edit] 
Editor: 


e Will Gompertz 
e Amol Rajan - Media» 


Correspondents: 


e Rebecca Jones 

e Nick Higham ¢ - Meet the Author 
presenter 

e Lizo Mzimba - Entertainment 

e David Sillito - Media and Arts 


Reporters: 


e Mark Savage - Music! 
Sport[edit] 
Editor: 


e Dan Roan - MediaCityUK 
Chief F1 Correspondent 


e Andrew Benston 
Correspondents: 


e Unknown Replacement (David Ornstein) 
[59] 


e Natalie Pirks 
e Andy Swiss 


Joe Lynam - Business 

Andrew Verity - Economics 

Andrew Walker - Economics” 

Emma Simpson - Business 

Jonty Bloom - Business 

Simon Gompertz - Personal and Finance 
Theo Leggett - International Business@®! 


News correspondents[edit] 


News Editor and Chief Correspondent: 


Gavin Hewitt 


Special Correspondents: 


Robert Hall 
Lucy Manning 


e Katie Gornall® 
e Joe Wilson! 
e Laura Lambert'! 


Contributing Editors[edit] 


e Reeta Chakrabarti + 
Film Maker / Producers[edit] 


'Editor of BBC Pop Up' 


e Benjamin Zand 
'Cameraman / Producer' 


e Darrin Conway - Washington 


Correspondents: 


e Christian Fraser ® - Senior 
Correspondent 

e Ben Geoghegan 

e Sangita Myska 

e Philippa Thomas @ - World Affairs 

e Andrew Plant @ - Bristol 

e Keith Doyle 

e Richard Lister 

e Dan Johnson - North of England 

e Jon Donnison 

e Lisa Hampelésa 

e Helena Leets 

e Joe Millers% 

e Sima Kotecha“ 


Programme correspondents[edit] 


Daily Politics 


Giles Dilnot 


Newsnight 


Nicholas Watt - Political Editor 

Chris Cook - Policy Editor 

Helen Thomas - Business Editor 

Mark Urban - Diplomatic and Defence 
Editor 

David Grossman - Culture and 
Technology Editor 

Gabriel Gatehouse - Foreign 
Correspondent 


Today 


e Matthew Price - Chief Correspondent 
e Sanchia Berg 

e Sima Kotecha 

e Tom Bateman 

e Zoe Conway 

e Tom Feilden 

e Nicola Stanbridge 

e Rob Young (broadcaster) 


The World at One / PM 


e Hugh Sykes 


e Richard Watson - Security 
Correspondent 


Victoria Derbyshire 


e Aaron Heslehurst - Business 
e Ben Thompson - Business 

e Hugh Woozencroft - Sport 

e Jessica Creighton - Sport 


e Jim Reed 
e James Longman 
e Catrin Nye 


e Dan Johnson - North of England 
e Benjamin Zand - Film maker / Producer 


e Nicola Beckford 


Segment presenters[edit] 


BBC News employs a number of business and sports presenters to anchor sections of 
news programmes. 


Sport[edit] 


Presenter Regular shifts 


Vassos Alexander The Chris Evans Breakfast Show 


| Rob Bonnet 


Mike Bushell BBC Breakfast, BBC News Channel®” 


| Reshmin Chowdhury | BBC World News, BBC News Channel 


Russell Fuller BBC World Service, 5 Live 


Karthi Today, 5 Live, BBC News Channel, BBC Weekend 
| Gnanasegaram News, Saturday Sportsday, BBC Breakfast 


Lizzie Greenwood- 


Hughes BBC News Channel, BBC Weekend News, Saturday Sportsday 


Presenter Regular shifts 
Damian Johnson BBC News Channel 
Jonathan Legard Today, 5 Live, BBC News Channel 
Garry Richardson 


Tulsen Tollett BBC World News 


Hugh Woozencroft 
Jessica Creighton 


Nick Marshall- 
McCormack 
Katherine Downes 


Business[edit 


: ioe Relief 
Alice Baxter BBC World News & Business Briefing 
presenter 


Sally Bundock | BBC World News and World Business Report Aelia 
presenter 
Mickey Clark Wake Up to Money, 5 Live Breakfast 
BBC World News 


Declan Curry BBC News Channel, Radio 5 Live 


Victoria Fritz BBC Breakfast, BBC World News, BBC News Channel 


Aaron Talking Business with Aaron Hes/ehurst, BBC World 
Heslehurst News, BBC News Channel, Victoria Derbyshire 


Asia Business Report, World Business Report 
Rachel Horne | BBC News Channel 


Dominic 
Laurie 


BBC Breakfast, Radio 5 Live 


BBC Breakfast, Money Box 


Sharanjit Leyl | Asia Business Report, World Business Report 


Lerato Mbele | Africa Business Report 


Steph BBC Breakfast UY 
McGovern presenter 


Maryam 
Moshiri 


BBC News Channel, BBC World News 


Vishala Sri 
Pathma 


Sean 


: Wake Up to Money, BBC Breakfast 
Farrington 


Jamie Relief 


BBC World News, BBC Business, BBC News Channel 


Robertson presenter 


Susannah 


BBC News Channel, BBC World News 
Streeter ie ae a ae ai are ea a 


Ben BBC Breakfast, BBC World News, BBC Business, BBC Relief 
Thompson News Channel, Victoria Derbyshire presenter 


Weather forecasters[edit] 


BBC Weather is delivered by a team of Met Office broadcast meteorologists to deliver 
forecasts across its range of television and radio services. Most forecasters work across 
all mediums and shifts. 


e Philip Avery 

e Darren Bett 

e Stav Danaos 

e Chris Fawkes 

e Alina Jenkins 

e Sarah Keith-Lucas 
e Simon King 

e Carol Kirkwood 

e Louise Lear 

e Lucy Martin 


e Nick Miller 
e Susan Powell 
e Ben Rich 


e Tomasz Schafernaker 


e Matt Taylor 
e Helen Willetts 


Programme presenters[edit] © — 


Presenter 


Nima Abu- 
Wardeh 


Programme(s) 


Middle East Business Report 


Talking Movies, Talking Television 


The Film Review 


Focus on Africa 


Sophie Ikenye 


Focus on Africa 


Lukwesa Burak 
Lerato Mbele 


Nancy 
Kacungira 


In Business Africa 


In Business Africa 


The Film Review 


Mark Kermode 
Ade Adepitan 


The Travel Show 


The Travel Show, Our World 


The Bottom Line 


Lerato Mbele 


Africa Business Report 


Produce 
r 


Presenter Programme(s) 


Spencer Kelly 


Naga 
Munchett 


Sunday Morning Live 


Andrew Neil Interviews..., Daily Politics, Politics 
Europe, Newsnight, This Week 

pemn Daily Politics, Politics Europe 

Sunday Politics 


HARDtalk 


Stephen _ 
Sackur 


HARDtalk Extra Time 
The Doha Debates 
Newswatch 

The Andrew Marr Show 


BBC News: The Editors 
Linda Yueh Talking Business 


Presenter Programme(s) = 


David. Inside F1, F1: Behind the Wheel 


Coulthard 


Stacey Dooley | Stacey Dooley Investigates (Shown on BBC Three) 


Tanya Beckett | Witness, Talking Business 


James 
Naughtie 
Meet the Author 


Rebecca Jones 


Chloe Tilley World Have Your Say*! 


See also[edit] 


e GESBBC portal 


e List of former BBC newsreaders and journalists 
e Category:British journalists 
o Category:British television journalists 
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e Christa Ackroyd - main presenter on Look North from 2001 until 2013. She had 
previously been a presenter on Yorkshire Television's Calendar during the 1990s. 


Kate Adie - chief news correspondent for BBC News during which time she became 
well known for reporting from war zones around the world - her first major 
assignment was reporting on the Iranian Embassy siege in London in 1980. She 
currently presents 'From Our Own Correspondent' on BBC Radio 4. 

Robin Aitken - BBC journalist since 1978. Left in 2005, ending his career on BBC 
Radio 4's The Today Programme. Aitken published Can We Trust the 

BBC? (Continuum Press) in February 2007, which asserted the BBC was guilty of an 
"unconscious, institutionalised Leftism" 

Kay Alexander - main presenter on Midlands Today. She retired in 2012 after 
nearly 40 years of continuous service. 

Kenneth Allsop - reporter for Tonight in the 1960s. He died in 1973. 

Marjorie Anderson - leading BBC radio broadcaster on the World War II BBC 
Forces Programme, and from 1945 on the BBC Light Programme. She died in 1999. 
Alice Arnold - newsreader, mainly on BBC Radio 4 from 2004 to 2012. She is 
married to sports presenter Clare Balding. 

Michael Aspel - one of the early BBC Television newsreaders, together with Robert 
Dougall, Richard Baker and Kenneth Kendall. He has since hosted This is Your 

Life and Antiques Roadshow and he hosted the children's 

programmes Crackerjack and Ask Aspel during the 1970s, as well as quizzes such 
as Give Us a Clue and Child's Play during the 1980s. 

Mark Austin - former BBC journalist and Sports Correspondent for BBC News, from 
1982 to 1986. He joined ITN in 1986 as Sports Correspondent. Now a US 
correspondent for Sky News. 


B[edit] 


Terry Baddoo - reporter and presenter on Newsround during the late-1980s. He 
later worked as a sports presenter and reporter on BBC Breakfast and BBC World. 
Brian Baines - main presenter and announcer on BBC Look North during the 1970s 
and 1980s, eventually retiring from the programme in 1988. He died in 2006. 
Richard Baker - first to read the BBC Television News in 1954 (in voiceover). He 
continued to work as a newsreader until his retirement in 1982. He also presented 
the BBC's coverage of the Proms, as well as Start The Week and ‘Baker's Dozen’ on 
Radio 4, in addition to narrating the children's series Teddy Edward and Mary, 
Mungo and Midge for the BBC. He died in 2018. 

Joan Bakewell - worked on BBC Radio 4 and Newsnight on BBC Two. She also 
presented Late Night Line Up during the 1960s and Heart of the Matter during the 
1980s. 

Matt Barbet - presenter on BBC London and previously Radio 1's Newsbeat until he 
moved to Five News in October 2007. 

Michael Barratt - main anchor on Nationwide from 1969 until 1977, having 
previously worked as a reporter on Midlands Today. He also presented a number of 
other television and radio programmes, including Songs of Praise and Gardeners' 
Question Time. He is married to fellow-former Nationwide presenter Dilys Morgan. 
Brian Barron - long-serving BBC foreign correspondent, reporting from many war- 
zones and trouble-spots around the world during the 1980s and 1990s. He died in 
2009. 

Paul Barry - reporter and presenter on The Money 

Programme, Newsnight and Panorama from 1978 until 1986. He then moved to 
Australia, where he has since continued his journalistic career. 


Raymond Baxter - long-serving presenter and commentator on many 

significant BBC outside broadcasts, usually alongside Richard Dimbleby, most 
notably the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth Il in 1953 and the funerals of King George 
VI and Winston Churchill in 1952 and 1965 respectively. He was best known as the 
main presenter on Tomorrow's World from 1965 until 1977. He died in 2006. 

Sue Beardsmore - long-serving presenter of the regional news programme for the 
Midlands: Midlands Today, from 1983 until 2003. 

Bruce Belfrage - announcer and newsreader on BBC Radio during the Second 
World War. He became famous for having read the nine o'clock news on 15 October 
1940 when Broadcasting House was hit by a German bomb: Belfrage carried on as if 
nothing had happened. He died in 1974. 

Martin Bell - prolific world affairs correspondent covering many conflicts in 30 
years as a reporter until leaving the BBC in 1997 to become a politician 

Chris Bickerton - Legendary presenter of the BBC World Service programme Focus 
on Africa for 30 years in the 1970s and 80s. He died in 2002. 

Rachael Bland - originally worked as a presenter on BBC Radio Wiltshire, before 
moving to BBC Radio 5 Live and to the BBC News Channel, where she worked as a 
relief and weekend presenter. In 2011, she became a main presenter on BBC North 
West Tonight, while continuing to work on Radio 5 Live. She died in August 2018, 
following a well-publicised battle with breast cancer. 

Jasmine Bligh - one of the first three BBC Television Service presenters in the 
1930s. She died in 1991. 

Claire Bolderson - presented Newshour on BBC World Service and The World 
Tonight on BBC Radio 4. Left on 20 March 2012 

Jennie Bond - main co-presenter of the Six O'Clock News and royal correspondent 
for BBC News for 13 years until 2003. 

Anna Botting - originally worked for Granada Television, before becoming a 
reporter for BBC North in 1991, and then a main presenter on Look North. She left in 
1995 to become a presenter on Sky News, where she continues to work to this day. 
She is the daughter of Louise Botting. 

Louise Botting CBE - presenter of BBC Radio 4 Money Box from 1977 to 1992. She 
is the mother of Anna Botting. 

Frank Bough - long-serving presenter on Nationwide and the first main anchor 

on Breakfast Time. He was also the main anchor on Grandstand during the 1970s 
and early-1980s and he later hosted the BBC's Holiday programme. 

Chris Brasher - athlete, and reporter for Tonight in the 1960s. He died in 2003. 
Julian Bray - was a freelance news and currant affairs, lifestyle broadcaster from 
1970 to 1984, on various programmes including BBC Late Light Extra on the =BBC 
Light Programme, BBC World Service and BBC Radio London. Julian still broadcasts 
live for the BBC as an accredited Aviation and Aviation Security expert from his 
home ISDN broadcast studio in Peterborough, Cambridgeshire. 

Fern Britton - originally worked for Westward Television, before joining the BBC in 
the early 1980s as a newsreader on News After Noon and Breakfast Time. She later 
went on to host Ready Steady Cook, This Morning and That's What I Call Television 
Michael Buerk - originally a reporter, most notably on the Ethiopian famine in 
1984, and later a newsreader; presenter of the Ten O'Clock bulletin from 2000 to 
2003. 

Roland Buerk - former BBC Tokyo Correspondent, and son of Michael Buerk. 

Paul Burden - business reporter on 'Look North Manchester’, which later became 
‘Look North West' and then North West Tonight, during the 1970s. He became a BBC 


national newsreader and financial journalist in 1983, remaining in these roles until 
1999. He also presented the Today programme and PM on BBC Radio 4. 

Sir Alastair Burnet - presenter and reporter on Panorama and General Election 
coverage during the early 1970s: he also presented coverage of Princess 

Anne and Captain Mark Phillips’ wedding in 1973. He rejoined ITN in 1976 as a main 
anchor on News at Ten, remaining there until his retirement in 1991. He died in 
2012. 

Gordon Burns - was the main anchor on North West Tonight from 1997 until his 
retirement in 2011. He had previously worked for Ulster Television in his native 
Belfast and he also worked on Granada Reports and World in Action (during his 
career, he interviewed no fewer than eight British Prime Ministers), but he is best 
known as the long-serving host of the prestigious ITV quiz The Krypton Factor from 
1977 to 1995. Other quizzes he has hosted include 'Password', 'A Word in Your Ear' 
and 'Relatively Speaking’. 


C[edit] 


Sue Cameron - presenter of Newsnight during the 1990s. She has also 

presented Channel Four News. 

Sue Carpenter - relief co-presenter on 'News After Noon' and on Breakfast 

Time during the 1980s and was also a main presenter on Points West. She later 
joined ITN. 

Tom Carver - held various posts as foreign correspondent, before becoming 
Washington D.C. correspondent for eight years. Now works for Control Risks Group 
Jonathan Charles - presented BBC World News, BBC News, and World News Today. 
He has also presented for BBC World News from the World Economic Forum in 
Davos, Switzerland, as well as HARDta/k, and BBC World Service programmes. 
Charles was a world affairs correspondent for the BBC, reporting from many conflict 
zones, including Iraq, Afghanistan, and Chechnya, as well as natural disasters, and 
the Beslan school siege. During his career as a journalist, Charles was based in 
several countries including Belgium, France, Germany and the USA. Now works as 
Director of Communications at the EBRD 

Michael Charlton - reporter and interviewer on Panorama 1962 - 1976. He also 
appeared on Newsnight and other BBC programmes. 

Christopher Chataway - athlete, and reporter on Panorama from 1956: he was 
also an ITN newscaster during its early days. He died in 2014. 

Adrian Chiles - presenter on Working Lunch from 1994 to 2007 and an occasional 
relief presenter on BBC Breakfast. He is probably best known as the former main co- 
host of The One Show, which he left to present ITV's Daybreak. 

Nick Clarke - presenter of The World at One on BBC Radio 4 from 1994 until he 
died of cancer in 2006. He also worked front of camera on The Money 

Programme, Newsnight (both BBC2) and The World This Weekend (Radio 4). 
Gordon Clough - former BBC journalist and presenter of BBC Radio 4's The World 
This Weekend, PM, The World at One and Round Britain Quiz, the latter of which he 
was also the question-setter. Formerly worked for the BBC Russian Service, and 
spoke fluent Russian. He died in 1996. 

Pattie Coldwell - presenter and reporter on Nationwide: she also presented Open 
Air, Loose Women and Radio 4's You and Yours. She died in 2002. 

John Cole - the BBC's political editor between 1981 and 1992. Died 2013. 
Michael Cole (public relations) - joined the BBC in 1969 as a presenter and 
reporter on Look East. He then moved on to the national news, working in various 


reporting roles, and later as the BBC's Royal Correspondent during the 1980s. He 
left the BBC in 1988 in order to become the director of public affairs at Harrods. 

e Stephen Cole - presenter on BBC World and of technology programme Click 
Online. Now with Al Jazeera English. 

e Roger Cook (journalist) - joined BBC Radio 4's The World At One in 1968 asa 
presenter and reporter and later worked on PM, Newsnight and Nationwide. He is 
best known for his long-running investigative ITV series The Cook Report, which ran 
from 1987 until 1998. 

e Sue Cook - regular presenter on various current affairs programmes, 
including Nationwide and Breakfast Time, during the 1980s and 1990s. She has also 
presented a number of other programmes, including Children in Need, Pebble Mill at 
One and Crimewatch. 

e Alistair Cooke - broadcaster, presented Letter from America until October 2004, he 
died later in the same month. 

e Elizabeth Cowell - one of the first three presenters, from when the BBC Television 
Service started in 1936, and returned after the war in 1946. She died in 1998. 

e Tom Coyne - was the main anchor on Midlands Today during the 1970s. He also 
worked for Tyne Tees Television in his native Newcastle upon Tyne and as a reporter 
on Nationwide. He died in 2015. 

e John Craven - long-serving eponymous presenter of the pioneering children's news 
programme John Craven's Newsround from 1972 to 1989 - the programme was 
later renamed Newsround. He was also a regular co-presenter on Multicoloured 
Swap Shop and Saturday Superstore during this period. He left in 1989 to become 
the main anchor on Countryfile, which he still presents to this day. Prior 
to Newsround, he had worked for the BBC on Look North in Newcastle upon Tyne 
and Points West in Bristol. 

e Vivien Creegor - main presenter on Points West during the 1980s. She also 
presented a number of other news bulletins on BBC Television and also on Radio 4. 
She left in 1988 to join the then-fledgling Sky News. 

e Rob Curling - main co-presenter and sports presenter on London Plus, which later 
became Newsroom South East, during the late 1980s and throughout the 1990s. He 
also hosted the popular BBC daytime quiz show Turnabout from 1990 until 1996. He 
is now a sports presenter on Sky News. 

e Declan Curry - joined the BBC in 1994, working on BBC News, the BBC News 
Channel and on Breakfast, in which he regularly reported on happenings within 
the London Stock Exchange and other business news. He later became a presenter 
on Working Lunch from 2008 until 2014. 


D[edit] 


e James Dagwell - presenter and reporter for the BBC News Channel and BBC World 
News from 2007 to 2011. 

e Nasteh Dahir - foreign correspondent for the BBC in Somalia, murdered in 2008. 

e Jill Dando - originally a presenter on Spotlight before becoming a presenter of 
various national BBC News programmes, as well as others 
including Holiday and Crimewatch until her murder in 1999. 

e Sammy Darko - has worked across most media platforms from TV, Radio and 
Online for BBC World™ and BBC Domestic audience. 

e Jason Dasey - Australian sports presenter on BBC World News between 1994 and 
1997, including Newsday with Philip Hayton. Would later join CNN International. 


David Davies - main anchor on Midlands Today from 1989 until 1994. He had 
previously worked for BBC Wales, Nationwide, Newsnight and Songs of Praise. He 
later worked in various senior roles within the Football Association from 1994 until 
2006. 

William Davis - economics broadcaster and commentator. One of the original 
presenters of The Money Programme and BBC Radio 4's The World at One. He died 
in 2019. 

Sir Robin Day - political broadcaster and commentator, presenter of Question 
Time (1979-89). He died in 2000. 

Frank Delaney - BBC correspondent in Dublin during the early 1970s, mainly 
reporting on the Troubles. He later hosted various literary programmes on both 
television and radio and was himself a much-published author. He died in 2017. 
Jack de Manio - announcer on the BBC's Home Service during the 1950s. He then 
became the main anchor on Today from 1958 until 1971. He died in 1988. 

Anne Diamond - originally worked as a reporter for BBC West during the 1970s, 
before becoming a presenter and reporter on ATV Today, which later 

became Central News. She then returned to the BBC as a co-presenter on News 
After Noon and a reporter on Nationwide, but later joined TVam as its main co- 
anchor, alongside Nick Owen. The pair went on to host their own BBC chat show, 
‘Good Morning With Anne and Nick', from 1992 until 1996. 

Richard Dimbleby - BBC's first war correspondent, and then its leading TV news 
commentator in the 1950s and 1960s, as the presenter of Panorama. He was the 
main commentator, usually alongside Raymond Baxter, on many significant outside 
broadcasts, most notably The Queen's Coronation in 1953 and Sir Winston 
Churchill's funeral in 1965: he died later that latter year. He was the father of David 
Dimbleby and Jonathan Dimbleby. 

Peter Donaldson - long-serving newsreader and announcer on BBC Radio 4. He 
died in 2015. 

Mike Donkin - joined the BBC in 1975, originally working on Radio 4's Today, then 
on BBC Television News as their World Affairs Correspondent throughout subsequent 
decades. He died in 2007, following a short illness. 

Robert Dougall - one of the first BBC Television newsreaders along with Richard 
Baker and Kenneth Kendall. Later a presenter of programmes for people in 
retirement. He died in 1999. 

Alan Douglas - main presenter and correspondent on Reporting Scotland from 
1978 to 1996. He left to join Scottish Television. 

Komla Dumor - presenter on BBC World News and BBC News Channel until he 
suddenly died on 18 January 2014. He was the first presenter of Focus on 

Africa which he presented until the day before his death. 

John Dunn (radio presenter) - announcer on BBC domestic radio during the 
1960s, and later on Radio 1. He also worked as an announcer and newsreader on 
Radio 4 during the mid-1970s, but was best-known for his long-running drive time 
Radio programme, which began in 1976. He died in 2004. 


E[edit] 


Chris Eakin - he was presenter of Look North from 1990 to 1997, presented on 

the BBC News Channel from 1997 to 2015, including many reports from Northern 
Ireland in the early part of this period and occasional appearances on BBC Weekend 
News from 2013 to 2015. 


e John Edmunds - TV newsreader from September 1968 until September 1973, and 
then again in October 1974 and between September 1979 and June 1981. He also 
presented the BBC's regional London TV magazine, Town And Around in 1968/1969 

e Gwenan Edwards- presented on the BBC News Channel from 2000 to 2007. Before 
that she co-anchored BBC Newsroom South East from 1993 to 2000. She presented 
for BBC World News from 1994 to 1996. She also presented BBC UK Today until it 
was discontinued. 

e Sara Edwards - main presenter on Wales Today during the 1990s and early-2000s, 
leaving the programme in 2007. She had previously worked for Capital Radio, Radio 
4 and HTV West. 

e Polly Elwes - reporter on the BBC news programme Tonight from 1959 to 1962. 
She died in 1987. She was married to the television executive and sports 
presenter Peter Dimmock. 

e Gavin Esler - joined the BBC in 1977 and worked as a regional reporter in Northern 
Ireland, presenter on Newsroom South East in the mid-1980s, and the BBC's 
Washington correspondent in 1989. He was one of the launch presenters on the BBC 
News Channel, then known as BBC News 24, in 1997, co-presenting the very first 
show with Sarah Montague. He was also a main presenter on Newsnight 2003-2014, 
a presenter on BBC News at Five, The Film Review and Dateline London, 2008-2017. 

e Julie Etchingham - presenter on Newsround during the mid-1990s. She later 
joined Sky News and Five News, but has been a main presenter on ITV News since 
2008. 


F[edit] 


e Bernard Falk - regular reporter and presenter on 24 Hours during the 1960s 
and Nationwide during the 1970s. He also presented Start The Week on Radio 4 and 
the BBC's early-1980s challenge quiz Now Get Out of That. He died in 1990. 

e Lynn Faulds Wood - presenter on Breakfast Time from 1984 to 1986, but she is 
best known as the main co-presenter (with her husband, John Stapleton), 
of Watchdog, from 1985 until 1993. 

e Adrian Finighan - presenter on BBC News 24 and BBC World until early 2006 when 
he left for CNN International. Subsequently, he left for Al Jazeera English in 2010. 

e Roger Finn - presenter and reporter on Newsround during the late-1980s and 
early-1990s. He later joined BBC South Today, which he still occasionally presents to 
this day. 

e Stephanie Flanders - joined the BBC in 2002 as a presenter and reporter 
on Newsnight and Panorama, and also as an occasional relief newsreader on other 
main news bulletins. She became the Corporation's Economics Editor in 2008, 
remaining in this role until 2013. She is the daughter of the singer and 
performer Michael Flanders, of Flanders and Swann fame. 

e Tom Fleming - long-serving BBC radio and television commentator on major state 
occasions, such as royal weddings and funerals and the annual Remembrance 
Sunday ceremony. He was also an actor and director. He died in 2010. 

e Sean Fletcher - presenter of Sport News from 2005 to 2011. Left to join Sky Sports 
News 

e Anna Ford - presenter of the BBC Six O'Clock News from 1989 until 1999 and 
the One O'Clock News from 1999 until 2006. She had also worked across other BBC 
News programmes, having been the first female newsreader at ITN. She left the BBC 
in 2006. 


Frederick Forsyth - joined the BBC in 1965 as Assistant Diplomatic Correspondent, 
initially covering French affairs, then the Nigerian Civil War in 1967. He is best- 
known as a prolific thriller novelist: his works include The Day of The Jackal and The 
Odessa File. 

Max Foster - business reporter and presenter on BBC Breakfast until he left 

for CNN International in 2005 

Jonathan Freedland - news reporter on BBC radio and television, particularly 

on The World At One and Today, during the early 1990s. 

Matt Frei - former BBC Southern Europe Correspondent, Asia Correspondent and 
Washington DC Correspondent, and the main presenter of BBC World News America. 
Is now the Washington Correspondent and occasional co-presenter of Channel 4 
News 

Bob Friend - joined the BBC in 1969 and regularly reported from various locations 
around the world over the next two decades, including Northern Ireland, Vietnam, 
Tokyo and New York. He later became a main presenter on Sky News. He died in 
2008. 

Sir David Frost - presented Breakfast with Frost from 1993 to 2005. Later joined Al 
Jazeera English. Died in 2013 


G[edit] 


Frank Gillard - worked as a BBC war correspondent from 1941 until 1945. He later 
became the director of the BBC's western region, and then the Director of Radio, a 
role he held from 1964 until 1969. He died in 1998. 

Andrew Gilligan - journalist implicated in the Hutton Report of 2003 following his 
report on BBC Radio 4's The Today Programme regarding the content of a British 
government briefing paper. Resigned following publication of the report's findings in 
the same year. Now with Press TV 

Margaret Gilmore - former BBC Security Correspondent 

Charles Gibson (From ABC News) - presented "ABC World News with Charles 
Gibson" from 2007 to 2009 

Felicity Goodey - long-serving presenter and reporter for BBC North West. She left 
journalism in 1998 to become a founder director of the Northwest Regional 
Development Agency. 

Harry Gration - one of the main anchors for the BBC Yorkshire regional magazine 
programme Look North. He has also previously been a main presenter on South 
Today. 

Debbie Greenwood - presenter on BBC Breakfast Time during the 1980s. She is 
married to fellow-television presenter Paul Coia. 

Freddie Grisewood - BBC radio announcer from 1929 up to the 1960s. He died in 
1972. 

Krishnan Guru-Murthy - main presenter and reporter on Newsround from 1991 to 
1994. He left to become a producer and reporter on Newsnight and a presenter 

on BBC News 24. He then joined Channel 4 News, which he still presents to this day. 


H[edit] 


Peter Haigh - English in-vision announcer for BBC Television in the early 1950s, 
before moving to Come Dancing. He died in 2001. 


Stuart Hall - presented regional news programmes for the BBC in North West 
England in the 1960s and 1970s, while becoming known nationally for 

presenting /t's a Knockout. Jailed on sex abuse charges in 2014. 

Vincent Hanna - reporter and famously incisive interviewer, originally 

on Panorama during the 1970s, then on Newsnight from 1980 until 1987, in which 
he covered political news and in particular the General Election coverage, before 
being succeeded in the latter role by Peter Snow. He left to set up his own 
broadcasting company and to work for Channel 4. He died in 1997. 

Patrick Hannan (presenter) - main presenter on Wales Today during the 1970s. 
He also worked as the BBC's political correspondent in Wales for 13 years, and he 
presented the BBC Radio 4 political and discussion programmes ‘Out Of Order' and 
‘Tea Junction’. He died in 2009. 

Brian Hanrahan - long-serving BBC correspondent, reporting regularly both from 
home and abroad during the 1980s and 1990s, his final role being the BBC's 
diplomatic editor: he also occasionally presented The World At One on BBC Radio 4. 
He died in 2010. 

William Hardcastle - founder presenter of The World at One in 1965: he also 
presented PM. He died in 1975. 

Derek Hart - presenter and interviewer on the BBC news programme Tonight in the 
1960s. He died in 1986. 

Andrew Harvey - presenter of main news programmes including the BBC Six 
O'Clock News as main and co-presenter (1984-1996) as well as regional news 
programmes later including BBC Points West and South Today. Left to join ITN. 
Philip Hayton - originally with the BBC's Look North programme in Leeds, later a 
reporter for the BBC's national news programmes, main and co-presenter of the BBC 
Six O'Clock News (1987-1993), also presented the One O'Clock News, as well as the 
mid-1990s daytime quiz The Great British Quiz. Presented on BBC World and BBC 
News 24, resigning from the corporation in 2005 citing "incompatibility" with his new 
co-presenter Kate Silverton. He had been with the BBC for 37 years. 

Paul Heiney - reporter for Radio 1's Newsbeat from 1974 until 1976, then a 
reporter for Radio 4's Today from 1976 to 1978. He is best known as a presenter 

on That's Life from 1978 until 1982, and also for In At The Deep End, which he 
presented alongside fellow-That's Life presenter Chris Serle. Heiney is married to 
fellow-journalist Libby Purves. 

Rachael Heyhoe-Flint - former presenter on PM. She was best known as a former 
cricketer and she worked as a sports journalist following her retirement from the 
sport, becoming Baroness Heyhoe-Flint in 2011. She died in 2017. 

Stuart Hibberd - radio newsreader from 1924 and chief announcer up to 1951 - he 
was particularly famous for being one of the main newsreaders during the Second 
World War. He died in 1983. 

Celina Hinchcliffe - presenter of Sport News from 2002 to 2012. Left due to 
relocation of Sport to Salford. 

Gerald Hine-Haycock - known by his then-broadcasting name, Gerald Haycock, 
was a main presenter and reporter on BBC Points West during the 1980s and 1990s, 
having previously worked for ITN and HTV News at HTV West. 

Peter Hobday - long-serving main presenter on Radio 4's Today. He also 
presented Newsnight and The Money Programme. 

McDonald Hobley - one of the first BBC Television continuity announcers, 
appearing from 1946 to 1956. He died in 1987. 

Triona Holden - worked as a journalist from age 17 in the Sheffield 

Star newspaper, eventually becoming their crime reporter.2 Her first big story 


was Peter Sutcliffe, The Yorkshire Ripper. Joined the BBC in 1982, starting on radio 
before moving to TV. A news presenter and reporter, she covered the miners’ 

strike of 1984-85, later writing Queen Coal: Women of the Miners, published in 
2005, derived from her experiences.“ She was the youngest female national news 
reporter and the youngest person to present the Today Programme on Radio 4; 
presented the Six O'Clock News on BBC 1; PM on Radio 4; Newsbeat on Radio 1 and 
World TV News. In 1987 she was the only reporter to broadcast live from the 
disaster scene after getting onto the wreckage of the Herald of Free Enterprise when 
it became semi-submerged off Zeebrugge.™ She travelled extensively to war zones, 
famines, conflicts, and other disasters.“ before retiring on medical grounds aged 39 
after suffering from Systemic Lupus Erythematosus.” She later reinvented herself as 
an artist. 

e David Holmes - the BBC's political editor from 1975 until 1980. He joined the BBC 
in 1956 and originally worked as a home news reporter, before becoming their 
Assistant Political Correspondent during the 1960s and the Deputy Political Editor in 
1970. He died in 2014. He was married to fellow-journalist Linda Alexander, who had 
been a presenter on Newsnight during the early 1980s. 

e Bob Humphrys - regular reporter for BBC Wales programmes such as Wales 
Today and 'Week in Week Out', often alongside his brother, John Humphrys. During 
the 1990s, he specialised in sports commentary and reporting, particularly rugby. 
He died in 2008. 

e John Humphrys - veteran BBC presenter, reporter and famously incisive political 
interviewer. He began his career in the late 1950s as a trainee newspaper reporter 
in his native Cardiff, then he joined TWW, and was the first reporter on the scene of 
the infamous Aberfan Disaster in 1966. He then joined the BBC, initially in the 
northwest region, then as a foreign correspondent, working mainly in the USA and 
South Africa, throughout the 1970s, covering major events such as Richard Nixon's 
resignation in 1974 and Rhodesia's change in name to Zimbabwe. He became the 
BBC's Diplomatic Correspondent in 1980, then, from 1981 until 1987, the main 
presenter on the Nine O'clock News: he also frequently presented the One O'clock 
News, the Six O'clock News and Panorama. He joined Radio 4's Today in 1987 as the 
main co-presenter alongside the late Brian Redhead, and soon established himself 
as a very tenacious political interviewer. He continued in this role until his 
retirement in September 2019. In addition, he regularly presented 'Week In, Week 
Out' and the discussion programme ‘Family Matters' during the 1990s. He continues 
to present the BBC's prestigious quiz Mastermind, which he began hosting on its 
revival in 2003. He is the brother of the late Bob Humphrys. 


I[edit] 


e David Icke - former professional footballer, who became a regular reporter 
on Midlands Today during the late-1970s. He then worked as a regular sports 
presenter on many national news programmes during the 1980s, 
including Newsnight and Breakfast Time. He later became a principal speaker for 
the Green Party. 


Jledit] 


e David Jacobs - announcer with the British Forces Broadcasting Service during the 
war, a BBC staff announcer in the early 1950s, and later the presenter of /uke Box 
Jury. He died in 2013. 


e Peter Jay - the BBC's Economics Editor during the 1990s. He had previously been 
the main anchor on LWT's Weekend World in the 1970s and was the founding 
chairman of TV-am in 1983. 

e David Jessel - joined the BBC in 1967 as a trainee reporter for BBC Birmingham. He 
then worked as a reporter for The World At One from 1968 until 1972, before 
moving on to work on 24 Hours and its successor programmes throughout the 1970s 
and 1980s. He also presented Heart of the Matter alongside Joan Bakewell during 
the 1980s. 

e Geoffrey Johnson-Smith - presenter and interviewer on the BBC news 
programme Tonight in the 1960s. He died in 2010. 

e Anna Jones - presented the 9 - 1 pm shift with Phillip Hayton on BBC News 24 from 
2003. She had been with the channel since its 1997 launch, originally as a business 
presenter. She left in 2005, after 12 years, to become a presenter on Sky News. 

e Darren Jordon - originally sports correspondent on BBC News 24, he moved within 
the department to present BBC Breakfast and was later deputy presenter of the BBC 
One O'Clock News and weekend bulletins. He left in October 2006 to become a 
presenter on the Al Jazeera English service, based in Doha. 

e Gillian Joseph - read the headlines on BBC Breakfast as well as occasionally 
presenting the main programme. She also worked for BBC London. She left for Sky 
News in 2005. 


Kfedit] 


e Vincent Kane - long-serving presenter and reporter for BBC Wales - he 
presented Wales Today from 1986 to 1993. 

e Natasha Kaplinsky - presenter on BBC Breakfast from 2002, when she joined 
from Sky News, until 2005, and then of the BBC Six O'Clock News from 2005 until 
2007. While with the BBC she also appeared the One and the Ten O'Clock bulletins, 
as well as presenting on Children in Need. She left to become the face of Five 
News in October 2007. 

e Robert Kee - long-serving presenter and reporter on Panorama. He was also one of 
the first presenters on TV-AM. He died in 2013. 

e Kenneth Kendall - first to read the news in front of a camera on BBC Television in 
1955. He retired from the BBC in 1981 and subsequently presented Treasure 
Hunt on Channel 4. He died in 2012. 

e Ludovic Kennedy - television journalist and documentary maker. He presented the 
BBC's flagship current affairs programme Panorama. He died in 2009. 

e Sarah Kennedy - presenter on Sixty Minutes (TV series) from 1983 until 1984. She 
has presented many other programmes, including the quizzes Game for a 
Laugh and Busman's Holiday, but is probably best known for hosting her own show 
on Radio 2. 

e Richard Kershaw - presenter and reporter on various current affairs programmes, 
including Panorama, Nationwide and 24 Hours during the 1970s and 1980s. He died 
in 2014. 

e Tasmin Lucia Khan - presenter of 60 Seconds on BBC Three and £24 on News 
Channel 2007-2010. Left to join Daybreak on ITV 

e Keith Kyle - was a reporter for the BBC's Tonight programme from 1960, 
specialising in coverage of Africa and was based in Nairobi. He died in 2007. 


Liedit] 


Bob Langley - joined the BBC as a presenter and reporter on Nationwide in 1970, 
having previously worked for Tyne Tees Television in his native Newcastle upon 
Tyne. In 1972, he became one of the first presenters on Pebble Mill at One, which he 
continued to host into the 1980s. 

Sue Lawley - presented Nationwide during the 1970s, then the Nine O'Clock 
News (1983-84) and the Six O'Clock News at its launch in 1984 alongside Nicholas 
Witchell. She went on to present Desert Island Discs, but has now left the BBC. 

Jan Leeming - BBC newsreader in the 1980s, covering most of the main bulletins. 
She had previously been a presenter on Pebble Mill at One, Westward 

Television and HTV News. 

Martyn Lewis - the first presenter of the One O'Clock News in 1986, having 
previously worked for ITN. He also presented the Six O'Clock (1994-1999) and Nine 
O'Clock News until 1994, and he hosted the BBC2 quiz 'Today's The Day' during the 
1990s. He left BBC News in 1999. 

Alvar Lidell - BBC radio announcer and newsreader, during the Second World War 
and into the 1950s. He died in 1981. 

Richard Lindley - regular presenter and reporter on Panorama during the 1970s 
and 1980s. He later became a presenter on ITV's This Week and he had originally 
worked as an ITN reporter during the 1960s. He died in 2019. 

Judi Lines - main presenter on Look East during the 1970s and 1980s. 

Lynette Lithgow - joined BBC News as a newsreader in 1988, working mainly on 
daytime and evening bulletins, and on BBC2's Newsview: she joined the BBC's world 
television service on its launch in 1991. She had previously worked as a presenter 
on Midlands Today and as a continuity announcer for Granada Television during the 
1980s. She was murdered in her native Trinidad in 2001. 

Chris Lowe - joined the BBC as a graduate journalism trainee in 1972. At one time 
a presenter of PM (Radio 4), he was also a main co-presenter on BBC Breakfast 
News, the Six O'Clock News and News After Noon: he then worked on BBC News 
channel from 2000 until his retirement on 4 January 2009. 

Sue Lloyd-Roberts - worked as a special correspondent for the BBC, travelling to, 
and reporting on, major news stories across the world, including important issues 
not covered widely elsewhere. Died of leukaemia on 13 October 2015. 

Desmond Lynam - main presenter of Today on BBC Radio 4 from 1974 to 1976 
and presenter of the 'Sportswide' section of Nationwide from 1977 to 1983. He is 
best known as the long-standing main anchor on Grandstand from 1979 to 1999 and 
on various other sports programmes until he moved to ITV Sport in 1999. He has 
also presented the BBC's Holiday programme, How Do They Do 

That? Countdown and Sports Mastermind. 


M[edit] 


Donald MacCormick - main presenter on Newsnight during the 1980s: he also 
presented the Money Programme. Later moved to London Weekend Television. He 
died in 2009. 

Cathy MacDonald - main presenter on Reporting Scotland during the late 1980s. 
Sue MacGregor - long-serving main presenter on Radio 4's Today programme from 
1984 until 2002. She had previously worked as a reporter on The World at One and 
she was also a presenter on Woman's Hour during the 1970s and 1980s. 


Liz MacKean - former Newsnight correspondent who presented the earliest reports 
about the widespread abuse perpetrated by former TV star Jimmy Savile 

Donny MacLeod - presenter on Nationwide from 1970 until 1972, before becoming 
one of the first presenters on Pebble Mill at One, which he hosted until his death in 
1984. He also presented The World's Strongest Man in 1982 and 1983. 

Sally Magnusson - main presenter on Breakfast Time and Breakfast News during 
the 1980s and 1990s. She has also presented Sixty Minutes, Songs of 

Praise and Reporting Scotland. She is the daughter of the late Magnus 
Magnusson. 

Eddie Mair - originally worked on BBC Scotland as a presenter on Reporting 
Scotland, and on Radio Scotland, presenting 'Good Morning Scotland’ and 'Eddie 
Mair Live', in the late 1980s. He later became a main presenter on Radio 4's PM, and 
also on Newsnight and BBC3's The 7 O'Clock News. He left to join LBC in August 
2018. 

Mary Malcolm - one of the first two regular female announcers on BBC Television 
after World War Il, and into the 1950s. She died in 2010. 

Tom Mangold - regular reporter on Twenty-Four Hours and Panorama during the 
1970s. He was also a reporter on Watchdog during later decades. 

Laurie Margolis - long-serving BBC News reporter and news editor. He is best- 
known for having broken the news of the Argentinian invasion of the Falkland 
Islands on Radio 4's PM in 1982. 

Mary Marquis - main presenter on Reporting Scotland from its inception until 1988 
Bryan Martin - BBC Radio 4 announcer who announced the death of Elvis Presley 
in 1977, news of the Iranian Embassy Siege in 1980, and became the network's 
senior newsreader. 

lan Masters - long-serving main anchor on Look East during the 1970s and 1980s. 
Lucy Mathen - the first dedicated reporter on Newsround, from 1976 to 1980, and 
the BBC's first-ever female British Asian to front a major national television 
programme. She later trained as an ophthalmologist and has worked in this role in 
India since 1996: she launched the non-profit organisation Second Sight in 2000. 
Glyn Mathias - former Political Editor of both BBC Cymru Wales and ITN 

Maxine Mawhinney - joined the BBC in her native Belfast, working on both 
television and radio, then worked for Ulster Television and ITN, later joining Sky_ 
News on its launch in 1988. She returned to the BBC as a newsreader for BBC 

World in 1996 and was the duty newsreader at the time of the death of Diana 
Princess of Wales in 1997. She then joined BBC News Channel and later 

presented BBC Breakfast and BBC News at One. She left the BBC in April 2017. 
Laurie Mayer - regular co-presenter on various news programmes in the 1980s, 
including News After Noon and the Six O'Clock News, as well as BBC Breakfast News. 
He has also presented South East Today. 

Mike McCarthy - main presenter and reporter on Look North until he joined Sky_ 
News in 2000. 

Paul McDowell - presenter and reporter on John Craven's Newsround from 1979 
until 1985. He succeeded Lucy Mathen as the programme's dedicated reporter in 
1980. 

Cathy McGowan - Entertainment Correspondent for Newsroom South East during 
the late 1980s. She was best-known as a main presenter on the ITV pop 

magazine Ready Steady Go! from 1963 to 1966. 

Lee McKenzie - Presented inside F1 and was the F1 news correspondent until BBC 
pulled out of covering the sport on TV in 2015. Now with Channel 4 / BBC Sport. 


Robert McKenzie - Interviewer and presenter, especially of General Election 
results. He died in 1981. 

Cliff Michelmore - 1950s TV producer who went on to present Tonight, Twenty- 
Four Hours and other news and current affairs programmes in the 1960s. Later 
presented the Holiday programme on BBC 1. He died in March 2016. 

Guy Michelmore - main anchor on Newsroom South East during the 1990s. He is 
the son of Cliff Michelmore. 

Rosie Millard - BBC's arts correspondent between 1995 and 2004. She left 
following a clampdown on freelance writing. 

Stephen Milligan - presenter on BBC Radio 4's The World Tonight from 1980 until 
1983. He left to join The Sunday Times, but returned to the BBC in 1988, serving as 
their Europe Correspondent. He also served as the Conservative MP for Eastleigh 
from 1992 until his sudden death in 1994. 

John Milne - long-serving main presenter on Reporting Scotland from 1972 until 
2007. He died in 2014. 

Rajesh Mirchandani - former news presenter on BBC News Channel and relief 
presenter of BBC World News America on BBC World News channel. Also former 
Washington, DC Correspondent for BBC News. 

Ed Mitchell - presenter and reporter on BBC Breakfast during the 1990s. He has 
also worked for ITN. 

Leslie Mitchell - first voice heard on BBC Television at its inception on 2 November 
1936. After the war he moved to ITV. He died in 1985. 

Monty Modlyn - reporter and outside broadcaster for Radio 

4's Today programme alongside Jack de Manio during the 1950s and 60s. He died in 
1994. 

Chris Morgan - worked as a presenter and reporter for BBC Wales during the 
1980s, most notably as a presenter on Wales Today. He left in 1990 to work 

for Thames News and TV-am. He died in 2008. 

Christopher Morris - was a newsreader on all national BBC television bulletins. He 
was main presenter on the day Lord Mountbatten was murdered by the IRA in 1979, 
recording the biggest-ever audience, 26 million, for a news bulletin as ITN were on 
strike. He joined the BBC in 1967 as news correspondent in Spain, reported from 
many countries and many wars as special correspondent until 1989 when he joined 
Sky News as senior presenter and foreign correspondent for 11 years. He rejoined 
BBC as News 24 presenter until becoming managing director of his own TV 
production company, OmniVision, at Pinewood Studios in 2000. 

Juliet Morris - originally worked for BBC South West before becoming a main 
presenter on Newsround from 1990 to 1995. She left to join BBC Breakfast and has 
also been a presenter on Countryfile. 

Kylie Morris - BBC's South East Asia correspondent until she moved to Channel 4 
News in 2006. She now presents More4 News. 

John Mundy - presenter and reporter on BBC North West from 1974 until 1990. 
Dermot Murnaghan - main BBC Breakfast presenter from 2002 until 2007, 
appearing alongside Natasha Kaplinsky and Sian Williams. He joined from ITV and 
also appeared on the BBC Six O'Clock News and the BBC Ten O'Clock News between 
2004 and 2007 before leaving for Sky News. 

Denis Murray (journalist) - joined the BBC in 1982; he worked as their Dublin 
Correspondent until 1984, when he became Northern Ireland Political 
Correspondent, working in Belfast. He was appointed the BBC's Ireland 
Correspondent in 1988 and continued in this role until his retirement in 2008. 


Jenni Murray - presenter on BBC Radio Bristol and South Today during the 1970s - 
she became a presenter on Newsnight in 1983, before moving on to 

the Today programme. She is best known as a main anchor on Woman's Hour, which 
she has presented since 1987. 


Niedit] 


Mike Neville - long-serving main anchor on Look North in Newcastle upon Tyne, 
from 1964 to 1996. He was originally a reporter for Tyne Tees and he returned to 
them in 1996, remaining there until his retirement in 2005. He was also a regular 
reporter on Nationwide. He died in 2017. 


O[edit] 


Robin Oakley - BBC's political editor between 1992 and 2000. He is now the 
political editor for CNN International. 

Olivia O'Leary - the first senior female presenter on Newsnight, a role she held 
from 1985-1986. She had previously worked as a print journalist and radio and 
television presenter in her native Ireland. 

Rageh Omaar - joined the BBC in 1992 as a foreign correspondent. He then worked 
as Africa Correspondent, and later covered the Iraq invasion. He left in 2006 to 

join Al Jazeera English. 

Susan Osman - main anchor on Points West from 1991 until 2005, later becoming 
a presenter on China Radio International. She had initially worked for HTV 

West and Channel 4. 

Nick Owen - current main anchor on BBC Midlands Today. A co-presenter 

(with Anne Diamond) of TVam in the 1980s, the pair later had their own BBC 
daytime chat show Good Morning With Anne and Nick (1992-96). 

Dianne Oxberry - weather presenter and relief newsreader on North West 
Tonight from 1994 until her sudden death in 2019. She had previously worked 

on BBC Radio 1 and been a main presenter on the children's series The 8.15 from 
Manchester. 


P[edit] 


lan Pannell - Former Damascus correspondent known for covering the Syrian Civil 
War, later International Correspondent based in Washington. Now with ABC News. 
Bruce Parker - long-serving main anchor on South Today, which he joined in 1967, 
later becoming the programme's political editor. He also worked as a reporter on 
national BBC News programmes and Nationwide during the 1970s, and he was the 
first-ever host of The Antiques Roadshow. 

David Parry-Jones - was a long-serving main presenter on Wales Today anda 
regular sports commentator for BBC Wales, mainly specialising in rugby. He died in 
2017. 

Jeremy Paxman - regular presenter on Newsnight between 1989 and 2014. He 
continues to present programmes for the BBC including University Challenge. It was 
announced on 24 September 2014 that he will anchor the UK general election 
coverage on Channel 4.29 He began his career in the 1970s as a reporter on BBC 
Northern Ireland and Panorama. He became a co-presenter on the Six O'Clock 


News in 1984 before becoming a main anchor on BBC Breakfast News, and he 
moved onto Newsnight soon after that. 

e Brian Perkins - long-serving newsreader on Radio 4 from 1965 to 1969 and again 
from 1978 until his retirement in 2003. 

e Robert Peston - the BBC's Business Editor for all main TV and radio news 
programmes from 2005 until 2014. He also worked as the Corporation's Economics 
Editor from 2013 until 2015, after which he left to become ITV's Political Editor. 

e Sylvia Peters - continuity announcer for BBC Television from 1947 to 1958. She 
died in 2016. 

e Julian Pettifer - reporter for Tonight in the 1960s. He was later the host of the 
quiz Busman's Holiday during the late-1980s, he narrated the BBC nature 
programme 'The Living Isles' in 1986 and he presented the ITV series 'Nature Watch' 
in the 1990s. 

e Barnaby Phillips - BBC's Southern Africa Correspondent from 2001 to 2006, and 
had worked for the BBC for 15 years, reporting from locations in several continents. 
He now works as Europe Correspondent for the Al Jazeera English television 
network, initially based in its Athens bureau (2006-2010), and now based in London. 

e Wilfred Pickles - occasional newsreader on the BBC Home Service during World 
War Il. He was also an actor and had presented his own BBC show Ask Pickles during 
the 1950s, as well as being the host of the radio series Have A Go from 1946 until 
1967. He died in 1978. 

e John Pitman - long-serving BBC journalist: he originally worked on 'Braden's Week' 
during the late-1960s, but later became best known as a regular reporter on Man 
Alive. He died in 2018. 

e Martin Popplewell - regular presenter on BBC News 24 between 2002 and 2003. 
He now works for Sky News 

e Gerald Priestland - foreign correspondent and, later, a religious commentator for 
the BBC. He died in 1991. 

e Libby Purves - presenter on Radio 4's Today during the late 1970s; she also 
presented Radio 4's Midweek for 30 years. She is married to fellow-journalist Paul 
Heiney. 


R[edit] 


e Steve Race - main presenter on PM from 1970 until 1972. He was best known as a 
composer and presenter of music programmes, mainly on radio, and in particular as 
the long-serving host and pianist on the Radio 4 quiz My Music. He died in 2009. 

e Esther Rantzen - presenter and reporter on 'Braden's Week' and Man Alive during 
the 1960s and 70s, and she later had a consumer spot on BBC Breakfast Time in the 
1980s, but she is best known both as the main presenter on That's Life! from 1973 
until 1994, and for having set up Childline in 1986. She was married to fellow- 
journalist Desmond Wilcox and is the mother of the actress Rebecca Wilcox. 

e Adam Raphael - presenter on Newsnight from 1987 until 1988. He is best known as 
a newspaper journalist, working on various newspapers both before and after this 
period. 

e Brian Redhead - co-presenter of Today on BBC Radio 4 from 1975 until 1993, 
shortly before his death (in January 1994). 

e Lee Ridley - worked with BBC News Online before becoming the first standup 
comedian in Britain to use a communication aid in his routines, performing them 


under the stage name of Lost Voice Guy. He rose to prominence in June 2018 upon 
winning the 12th series of Britain's Got Talent and a comedy on BBC Radio 4 

e Caroline Righton - presenter on London Plus from 1985 to 1987. She left to 
become a presenter on TV AM, but later returned to the BBC to present daytime 
and Breakfast Time news bulletins. 

e Angela Rippon - the first female newsreader of the BBC Nine O'Clock News when 
she was appointed in 1975. Later joined TV AM and presented many other shows, 
including Masterteam, What's My Line? and Crufts. She now co-presents the 
BBC's Rip Off Britain alongside Gloria Hunniford and Julia Somerville. 

e Daniela Ritorto - presented overnight bulletins on BBC World News, BBC News 
Channel and BBC One. As well as Impact, GMT, Outside Source and World News 
Today. Now with SBS News. 

e Fyfe Robertson - reporter for Tonight in the 1960s. He died in 1987. 

e Robert Robinson - main presenter on the Today on BBC Radio 4 alongside John 
Timpson during the early 1970s, and a regular presenter of Stop The Week. He is 
probably best known for having presented 3 quizzes for BBC Television and Radio 
for more than 15 years each, namely Ask The Family, Call My Bluff and Brain of 
Britain. He died in 2011. 

e Abdul Samad Rohani - head of the BBC World Service's Pashto service in Helmand 
Province, Afghanistan; murdered in 2008. 

e Helen Rollason - presented Newsround during the late 1980s. She left in 1990 to 
become the first-ever female presenter on Grandstand and she regularly read the 
sports bulletins on BBC news programmes during the rest of the 1990s. She died in 
1999 following a long and well-publicised battle with cancer. 

e Nick Ross - long-serving presenter and reporter on various BBC radio and television 
programmes, including Today, The World at One, Man Alive and Sixty Minutes (TV 
series). He was also one of the first presenters of BBC Breakfast Time in 1983, but 
he is probably best known for having presented Crimewatch for 23 years, from 1984 
until 2007. 

e Jacky Rowland - BBC foreign correspondent in the Balkans and Middle East in the 
late 1990s. From 2003 she has been working for Al Jazeera English TV. 

e Joshua Rozenberg - presenter and reporter for the BBC from 1975 until 2000, 
specialising in legal affairs. 


S[edit] 


e Kate Sanderson (now Kate Gerbeau) - read the headlines on BBC Breakfast until 
she moved to Five News in 2005. 

e Vaughan Savidge - former freelance newsreader for BBC Radio 3, continuity 
announcer for Radio 4 and World Service. He left the corporation in spring 2018 and 
is believed to be residing in France. 

e Diane Sawyer (from ABC News) - presented ABC World News with Diane 
Sawyer from 2009 to 2014, until she stood down in August 2014. 

e Selina Scott - one of the first main presenters on Breakfast Time on its launch in 
1983. She had previously been a newsreader on ITN's News at Ten and later went on 
to co-present The Clothes Show. 

e Hugh Scully - originally a presenter on Spotlight for BBC South West during the 
late 1960s, before becoming a main presenter on Nationwide during the 1970s and 
early 1980s: he was also the first presenter of its spin-off consumer affairs 


programme Watchdog. He was probably best known as the longest-serving host 

of The Antiques Roadshow throughout the 1980s and 1990s. He died in 2015. 

Tim Sebastian - joined BBC News in 1979 as their Warsaw Correspondent, later 
becoming Europe Correspondent, Moscow Correspondent, and eventually 
Washington Correspondent from 1985 to 1989. He also presented 

the BBC's HARDtalk from 1997 until 2005. 

John Sergeant - joined the BBC in 1970 and worked as a reporter in various roles, 
most notably as the BBC's Chief Political Correspondent from 1992 to 2000: he also 
presented Today and The World at One on Radio Four. He left the BBC to 

become ITN's Political Editor, but has since returned to the BBC as a reporter and 
stand-in-presenter on The One Show. He is the father of the journalist Mike 
Sergeant. 

Adam Shaw - main presenter on Working Lunch from 1994 until 2008, when he 
was replaced by Declan Curry. He also presented business news bulletins on Today. 
Valerie Singleton - presenter on the late evening TV programme Tonight from 
1975. She was also a regular anchor on Nationwide, PM and The Money Programme, 
and had previously spent ten years as a presenter on Blue Peter. 

Peter Sissons - presenter of the BBC's Six O'Clock News from 1989 until 1993, and 
of the Nine O'Clock News and the Ten O'Clock News between 1993 and 2003: he 
also presented Question Time from 1989 until 1994. He had previously worked 

for ITN: he joined in 1964, working initially as a foreign correspondent, until he was 
shot and seriously injured while covering the Biafran War in Nigeria in 1968. He then 
worked as ITN's Industrial Correspondent during the 1970s, and he became one of 
the main newscasters on News At One in 1976. He was the first main anchor 

on Channel 4 News from 1982 until 1989, when he was succeeded by Jon Snow. 
Sissons died in 2019. 

Martin Sixsmith - long-serving foreign correspondent, most notably as the BBC's 
Moscow Correspondent during the 1980s and 1990s. He left the BBC in 1997. 

Mike Smartt - presented Breakfast News as it was then, the One, the Six, the Nine 
and summaries in the 1980s and 1990s, as well as being a correspondent at home 
and abroad, covering many of the major stories at the time. He was asked to lead 
the team putting BBC News Online in 1997, and served as Editor-in-Chief of BBC 
News Interactive until 2004 when he left the Corporation. Smartt now lectures and 
writes on journalism and new media. 

Rodney Smith - presented The Financial World Tonight and other programmes on 
Radio Four from 1978 to 1985. After spells with ABC News and later, CNN 
International, he returned to the BBC where he presented programmes and 
contributed to political and economic output at the BBC World Service. 

John Snagge - radio newsreader and commentator from the 1920s to the 1960s. 
He died in 1996. 

Raymond Snoddy - original presenter of NewsWatch from its inception in 2004 
until 2012, being succeeded by Samira Ahmed. Snoddy, also a thrice published 
author, now works freelance for the print news media. 

Peter Snow - first-ever presenter of Newsnight, which he continued to present until 
1997, and he was an election analyst and co-presenter in the live General 

Election results programmes at the BBC from 1983 to 2005, becoming especially 
famous for his use of the Swingometer. He also co-hosted Tomorrow's World during 
the late 1990s. He is the father of the historian Dan Snow, and the cousin of fellow- 
journalist Jon Snow. 

Julia Somerville - former BBC journalist, Labour Affairs Correspondent and 
newsreader, who frequently presented the BBC Nine O'Clock News during the 1980s. 


She later moved to ITN, and subsequently returned to the BBC to co-host Rip Off 
Britain. 

e Howard Stableford - stand-in presenter and reporter on Newsround in 1984. He 
also presented children's programmes, such as Beat The Teacher and 'Puzzle Trail’, 
but he is best known as a long-serving presenter on Tomorrow's World, which he 
joined in 1985. He now lives and works in the USA. 

e Judith Stamper - main presenter on Look North from 1980 until 1995. 

e John Stapleton - reporter on Panorama and Newsnight during the early 1980s. He 
later became famous as the main co-presenter (with his wife, Lynn Faulds Wood), 
of Watchdog from 1985 until 1993. During this time, Stapleton also worked as a 
presenter on Breakfast Time. 

e Michael Stewart - reporter for BBC radio news 1980-1984, and stand-in presenter 
for Today Programme 1982-1984 alongside John Timpson and Brian Redhead and 
also the PM programme with Valerie Singleton. He moved to BBC television news in 
1984, initially reporting for the revamped BBC Breakfast Time. He was a general 
news reporter until 1990, most notably covering the fall of Romanian 
President Nicolae Ceausescu in December 1989. 

e Francine Stock - main presenter on Newsnight and The Money Programme during 
the 1990s. 

e Moira Stuart - presented many of the main bulletins, including News After Noon, 
the Six O'Clock News and the Nine O'Clock News, during a long career. She was 
dropped from her weekend slot by the BBC in 2007, leading to accusations of 
ageism. Joined BBC Radio 2 in 2010, on which she had been a newsreader before 
her move into television. 2uticationneesel’ She had also been one of the original presenters 
on The Adventure Game in the early 1980s, shortly before her move into journalism. 


T[edit] 


e Bolesław Taborski - BBC Polish Section Arts editor and presenter for 34 years from 
1959. He was a prolific poet, writer and literary translator and theatre theorist. A 
personal friend of John Paul Il, he translated his dramas into English. He died in 
2010. 

e Asha Tanna - news correspondent. She left to become a weekend presenter 
for Five News in 2007. 

e Beverley Thompson - originally worked as a presenter and reporter on Wales 
Today, before becoming a main presenter on Points West. She then worked on Look 
North and South Today, eventually becoming a main presenter on South East 
Today from 2001 until 2009. 

e Debbie Thrower - relief newsreader on the One O'Clock and Nine O'Clock 
News and weekend bulletins during the late 1980s. She has also 
presented Breakfast Time, Songs of Praise, South Today and ITV's Meridian Tonight. 

e John Tidmarsh - presenter on the BBC World Service programme Outlook from 
1968 until 1998. He was also a BBC foreign correspondent, working from many 
countries, including France, Algeria, India, Pakistan and Lebanon. In addition, he 
frequently worked as a radio and television newsreader, and he occasionally stood 
in for Jack de Manio on the Today programme. He died in 2019. 

e John Timpson - presenter on Newsroom, the main BBC2 news programme, from its 
1964 launch until 1970, when he joined BBC Radio 4's Today programme. He died in 
2005. 

e Alan Towers - main anchor on BBC Midlands Today during the 1980s, having 
originally joined the programme in 1972 as a presenter and reporter: he eventually 


retired from the BBC in 1997. He had previously worked as a newsreader 

on Granada Television and ITN, and later as a reporter on Nationwide, in which he 
covered the 'skateboarding duck’ story. He died from cancer in 2008, aged 73. 
Polly Toynbee - the BBC's Social Affairs Editor from 1988 to 1995. 

Christopher Trace - presenter on Look East during the 1970s: he also worked 

on Nationwide during this period. He was previously an actor, but was best-known as 
the first-ever male presenter on Blue Peter from 1958 until 1967. He died in 1992. 
Sheila Tracy - one of the first presenters on Spotlight (originally called ‘South West 
at Six') in the early 1960s. She later became the first-ever female newsreader 

on Radio 4 in 1974. She died in 2014. 

Deepak Tripathi - South Asia correspondent reporting from Afghanistan, India and 
elsewhere. 

Mark Tully - India correspondent until 1994. 

Denis Tuohy - presenter on the late evening TV programme Tonight from 1975, 
and a reporter on Panorama. He had also presented Late Night Line Up during the 
1960s, and he was the first person to be seen on BBC2 on its launch in 1964. 

Bill Turnbull - main presenter on BBC Breakfast from 2001 until 2016. He had also 
presented the Six O'Clock News, Ten O'Clock News and News 24, as well as Songs of 
Praise. He is now a presenter on Classic FM. 

Reg Turnill - the BBC's Air and Space Correspondent from 1958 until 1975, 
covering all manned spaceflights as well as the introduction of passenger jets, 
including Concorde. After retiring from this role, he continued as Newsround's Space 
Editor until the mid-1980s. He died in 2013. 

John Tusa - main presenter of BBC 2's Newsnight programme from 1980 to 1986. 
He also presented the One O'Clock News during the 1990s. 


V[edit] 


Chris Vacher - main anchor on the BBC's Points West from 1983 until his 
retirement in 2011. He previously held the record as the longest-serving presenter 
on any British local news programme: however, this record has since been beaten 
by the main anchor on Look East, Stewart White, who has presented the latter 
programme from 1984 to the present day. 

Wynford Vaughan-Thomas - war correspondent at Anzio, and later a 
commentator at the Coronation and similar events. He died in 1987. 

Jeremy Vine - presenter of Jeremy Vine on Radio 2 and Panorama, known for 
exclusive reporting from war-torn areas throughout Africa in 1990's. Also worked 
on Today, The Politics Show and Newsnight. Joined Channel 5's weekday morning 
current affairs show, formerly called The Wright Stuff. He is the brother of the 
comedian and actor Tim Vine. 

Suzanne Virdee - main presenter on Midlands Today from 2001 to 2012 and an 
occasional relief presenter on BBC Breakfast. She had previously worked for Central 
News. 


Wledit] 


David Walter - former BBC radio and television journalist, programme producer 
and Paris Correspondent for BBC News - he had also worked for ITN. He died in 
2012. 


Bob Wellings - main presenter and reporter on Nationwide from 1971 to 1979. He 
had previously been a presenter on Look East and About Anglia, and he had also 
been one of Esther Rantzen's original co-presenters on That's Life! He later became 
a presenter on the BBC's daytime phone-in programme Open Air during the late- 
1980s. 

Paul Welsh - originally worked as a reporter and presenter on Newsround during 
the early 1990s, then later became a reporter on BBC Breakfast and a presenter 

on Newshour and The World Today. He later worked in various roles for BBC News, 
including World Affairs Correspondent, West Africa Correspondent and Defence and 
Security Correspondent, reporting on wars and disasters around the world. He left 
BBC News in 2006 in order to start his own production company. 

Charles Wheeler - veteran foreign correspondent and a presenter 

on Newsnight and Panorama. He joined the BBC in 1947 and became the 
Corporation's longest-serving foreign correspondent, continuing in the role until his 
death in 2008 

Huw Wheldon - BBC broadcaster and executive in the 1950s and 1960s. He 
produced and presented programmes, notably the arts magazine Monitor. He died in 
1986 

Alan Whicker - Army war reporter in Italy. After joining the BBC in 1957, he 
became an international reporter for Tonight. From 1958 on, he presented Whicker's 
World. He died in 2013 

Richard Whitmore - co-presenter of the BBC Nine O'Clock News with Peter 

Woods between 1973 and 1981, he was also the main presenter on News After Noon 
(1981-1986) and remained with BBC News until 1998 

Brian Widlake - worked for the BBC in the 1970s and 1980s. Best known for co- 
presenting the Money Programme with Valerie Singleton. He died in January 2017. 
Desmond Wilcox - main presenter and co-editor of Man Alive during the 1960s: he 
was also a presenter on Sixty Minutes (TV series) in the 1980s. He died in 2000. He 
was married to Esther Rantzen and the father of television presenter Rebecca 
Wilcox. 

Sian Williams - main presenter on BBC Breakfast from 2001 until 2012. She also 
presented many other main news programmes, including the One O'Clock News and 
Six O'Clock News. She now presents 5 News at 5. 

Nan Winton - BBC announcer and reporter on Panorama and 'Town and Around' 
during the late-1950s, before becoming the BBC's first female newsreader in 1960. 
She was dropped from the role less than a year later, but continued to work on both 
television and radio as a reporter and interviewer throughout the 1960s. She died in 
2019. 

Corbett Woodall - main BBC newsreader during the 1960s. After leaving the role 
in 1967, he presented Look East, worked regularly on the Today Programme and 
occasionally chaired editions of Any Questions? and Any Answers?. He was also an 
actor and appeared, invariably as a newsreader or announcer, in many television 
shows, particularly sitcoms, and films. He died in 1982. 

Peter Woods - co-presenter of the BBC Nine O'Clock News with Richard 

Whitmore between 1973 and 1981. He also presented the 

main BBC2 programme Newsroom from 1964 until 1973. He died from cancer in 
1995. He was the father of Justin Webb. 

Glyn Worsnip - presenter and reporter on Nationwide during the 1970s, but he was 
probably best known as one of Esther Rantzen's co-presenters during the early 
years of That's Life!. He died in 1996. 


Y[edit] 


Alistair Yates - main presenter on BBC News 24 and BBC World Service during the 


1990s and he later became a presenter on the BBC News Channel. He had 
previously worked as a newsreader on Midlands Today during the late 1970s, he 
presented several ITV regional programs during the 1980s and he became the first- 
ever male newsreader on Sky News in 1989. He died in July 2018. 

Hanna Yusuf - was a reporter and producer with BBC News. She died in 
September 2019. 

Martin Young - presenter and reporter on Look North during the early 1970s. He 
then joined Nationwide in 1973, remaining with the programme until 1979, and he 
also worked on Newsnight and Panorama during this period. 
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Breakfast 


Presented by 


Theme music 


composer 


Country of origin 


Louise Minchin 


Naga Munchetty 
Charlie Stayt 
Dan Walker 

(See full list) 


David Lowe 


United Kingdom 


Original language(s English 


) 


Production 


location(s) 


Running time 


Original network 


Picture format 


Audio format 


Original release 


Production 


Television Centre (2000-2012) 
MediaCityUK (2012—present) 


195 minutes (Monday-Friday) 
240 minutes (weekends, 


Olympics) 
Release 


BBC One 
BBC News (until 8:30) 
BBC World News 


576i (16:9 SDTV) 
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BBC Breakfast is a British Breakfast television programme on BBC One and BBC 
News channels. The simulcast is presented live, originally from the BBC Television 
Centre before moving to MediaCityUK™ in 2012. The programme contains a mixture of 
news, sport, weather, business, and feature items and is broadcast 365 days a year. 


Pre-BBC Breakfast history[edit] 


Breakfast Time was the first BBC breakfast programme, with Ron Neil as producer. It 
was conceived in response to the plans of the commercial television company TV-am to 
introduce a breakfast television show. Breakfast Time's first broadcast was on 17 
January 19832 and was presented by Frank Bough, Selina Scott, Nick Ross and Russell 
Grant. The atmosphere of the set was intended to encourage a relaxed informality; a 
set that mimicked a living-room rather than a studio, with red leather sofas, and Bough 
and Ross wearing jumpers and open-necked shirts.2| Breakfast Time lasted 150 minutes, 
initially being transmitted between 6.30 am and 9 am, before moving to a 6.50 am to 
9.20 am slot on 18 February 1985. 


Ron Neil, the programme's first editor,“ departed from the programme and on 10 
November 1986 a more conventional news focus was introduced featuring a news desk, 
presenters in smart dress and a time-reduced programme broadcast that began at 7 am 
and ended any time between 8.30 am and 8.55 am. Presenters included Kirsty 

Wark, John Stapleton, Jeremy Paxman and Sally Magnusson. 


On 2 October 1989, the programme was renamed BBC Breakfast News and followed a 
more authoritative tone with a set modelled on the conventional desk style of news 
bulletins, starting at 6.30 am. The programme had been planned to start in September 
but was postponed due to delays with the set. The first edition was presented 

by Nicholas Witchell and Jill Dando. 


In January 1993, both programmes moved to the then sixth floor N2 studio in a set used 
for the One, Six and Nine o'clock news.“ Composer George Fenton reworked the theme 
tune for the Silicon Graphics CGI, title sequences were designed in-house by the BBC 
and the set was built by Television Production Design Ltd. The business news coverage 
extended to an hour-long programme in its own right, beginning at 6 am, 


while Breakfast News started at 7 am. A further revamp occurred in June 1997 when the 
programme was renamed as simply Breakfast News.= 


BBC Breakfast history[edit] 


On 2 October 2000 the merging of separate breakfast programmes of BBC One and BBC 
News 24 into one single simulcast called BBC Breakfast started, with the first show 
hosted by Sophie Raworth and Jeremy Bowen. The studio was replaced with a new set 
in 2003. 


Since April 2006, the BBC News channel has returned to its traditional format from 8.30 
am while Breakfast continues on BBC One until 9.15 am. In April 2008, BBC News 24 
was renamed "BBC News", as part of a £550,000 rebranding of the BBC's news output, 
complete with a new studio and presentation. 


On 2 May 2006, Breakfast moved into studio N6 at Television Centre with other BBC 
One news programmes that required a larger set design that included walls of Barco 
video screens. The original screen scenes of cirrus clouds on a blue sky were changed 
as a result of viewer comments that ‘it looked too cold'—their replacement was with 
orange squares of the same design as those appearing in the programme's new title 
sequence, which were designed to hide any joins or faults between the screens which 
had previously been obvious. The screens eventually displayed visuals needed for story 
content: different backgrounds, graphics and still photographs. More importantly, the 
set had a generic visual style that could be used for other programmes, such as the 
national news bulletins, without much additional physical change. The programme 
celebrated its 20th anniversary on 17 January 2003.4 


On 28 January 2008, Breakfast returned to the TC7 studios, where Breakfast Time had 
been based following its move from the BBC Lime Grove Studios. On 2 March 

2009, Breakfast relaunched with a new set and studio background.& The backdrop 
resembled that of the BBC News channel as did the new Breakfast titles. In May 2009 as 
part of costcutting the live broadcasts of the business news from the London Stock 
Exchange were dropped.4 


BBC Breakfast set in 2010 with Bill Turnbull and Sian Williams 


In July 2010, the BBC announced that Breakfast was moving to their new studios 

in Salford Quays.“ The BBC announced that with the April 2012 move to Salford, co- 
presenter Sian Williams and sports presenter Chris Hollins preferred not be included in 
the move to the North of England.™ Williams left Breakfast on 15 March 2012. 


On 12 December 2011, the first of several presenter changes was announced. Louise 
Minchin would, with the studio move to Salford, join the other main presenters of 
BBC Breakfast. Bill Turnbull, Susanna Reid and Charlie Stayt. Carol Kirkwood, on 26 
March 2012, would remain in London presenting weather. Sports presenters Mike 
Bushell and Sally Nugent and business presenter Steph McGovern would locate 

to Salford. The first Breakfast edition from Salford occurred on Tuesday 10 April 2012. 


ua London-based newspapers have reported extensive criticism of the BBC move, 21221 
431 but a decrease in audience has not occurred with the retention of an approximate 
average of 1.5 million viewers." 


The 2012 Summer Olympics prompted BBC Breakfast to temporarily broadcast from an 
interim studio near the Olympic Park in Stratford. During the games, former 
presenters Sian Williams and Chris Hollins also returned to lead the morning 
programme, in addition to Bill Turnbull and BBC Sport presenter Hazel Irvine. The show 
ended its temporary London return with broadcasting from the BBC News Channel's 
studio on the morning following the closing ceremonies before rebroadcasting from 
Salford the next day. 


On 19 March 2013, BBC Breakfast updated its "lower thirds" to match the graphics and 
fonts used by the rest of BBC News since the previous day. The clock was consequently 
moved to the lower right side of the screen. 


On 23 July 2014, the show went on location again, this time to Glasgow to showcase 
highlights from the 2014 Commonwealth Games. In the hours leading up to the opening 
ceremony, Carol Kirkwood reported from Celtic Park. 


For the 2016 Summer Olympics the programme was again renamed Olympic 
Breakfast and would be anchored from Salford and Rio. 


Format([edit] 


Between 06:00 and 08:30 on weekdays, the programme is simulcast on BBC News. 
During the simulcast, the sports news is at 06:10, 06:35, 07:35 and 08:35. In addition, 
live sports bulletins are broadcast from sporting locations, such as Royal 

Ascot and Wimbledon, with the presenter interviewing key sporting figures. Business 
updates are presented at 06:10, when the main business stories from the newspapers 
are also discussed, and then at 20 minutes and 50 minutes past the hour, either from 
the studio, or out on location. The United Kingdom weather forecast is at 15 minutes 
and 45 minutes past the hour throughout the programme, either from the BBC Weather 
Centre in Broadcasting House, or out on location. Short (approximately four minutes) 
regional news, travel and weather bulletins are done just before the hour and the half- 
hour throughout the programme. Once the BBC News Channel breaks away for its own 
programming (starting from Business Live) at 08:30, a brief check of the headlines, and 
sports are done then the show gradually shifts to reporting lifestyle and entertainment- 
oriented stories. The show occasionally ends with a musical performance from one of 
the guests. 


The show is abbreviated during bank holidays to just three hours but still features 
regional news updates, and is completely simulcast on the BBC News Channel. 


During weekends, there are no updates from regional news bureaus. The first and/or 
second hour of the weekend edition may occasionally feature abbreviated versions of 
the BBC's other programmes such as Click, Reporters (shown in full at 6:30 on 
Sundays), The Travel Show and the Film Review. They also have a paper review with 
guests, and Paul Lewis normally discusses business or personal finance news. The show 
is also simulcast on BBC One and the BBC News Channel but BBC One occasionally 
breaks away on Sundays to show the previous night's edition of Match of the Day. 


Interactive[edit] 


Breakfast encourages viewer response and interaction via e-mail, Facebook and Twitter. 
ususi Video reports and interviews from the programme are made available on 
the Breakfast Facebook page after transmission. 


Controversies[edit] 
Naga Munchetty, Trump comments[edit] 


In September 2019, Munchetty was ruled to have breached the BBC's guidelines by 
criticising US President Donald Trump for perceived racism. That July, while 
presenting BBC Breakfast, Munchetty had taken issue with Trump's comments telling 
his opponents to "go back" to the "places from which they came". Munchetty said: 
"Every time | have been told, as a woman of colour, to go back to where | came from, 
that was embedded in racism. Now I'm not accusing anyone of anything here, but you 
know what certain phrases mean."24 


The BBC was criticised for its decision to uphold complaints over Munchetty's 
comments. Several public figures, including Lenny Henry and Adrian Lester, signed an 
open letter asking the corporation to revisit its ruling against her." 


On 30 September it was reported in The Guardian that the complaint was also made 
against her co-host Dan Walker but his comments were not the focus of the BBC's 
executive complaints unit (ECU) investigation, due to the complainant's follow up 
complaint focusing solely on Munchetty. “2 Later that day the Director-General of the 
BBC Tony Hall overturned the decision after looking into it personally. 2% 


Current on-air team/[edit] 


BBC Breakfast's current main presenters are: 


e Louise Minchin 

e Dan Walker 

e Charlie Stayt 

e Naga Munchetty?!) 


Business Presenters[edit] 


e Ben Thompson - business presenter and stand-in main presenter. 22 

e Sean Farrington - relief business presenter. 

e Victoria Fritz - relief business presenter and stand-in main presenter. 

e Nina Warhurst - relief business presenter and stand-in main presenter. 22 


Sports presenters[edit] 


e Sally Nugent - sports presenter and stand-in main presenter. 

e Mike Bushell - sports presenter 

e Katherine Downes - Relief sports presenter (occasional relief presenter) (currently 
on maternity leave). 

e Sonali Shah - Relief sports presenter 

e Holly Hamilton - Relief sports presenter 


e John Watson - Relief sports presenter 
e Will Perry - Relief sports presenter 
e Gavin Ramjaun - Relief sports presenter 


Weather presenters[edit] 


Carol Kirkwood - weather presenter 

Matt Taylor - weather presenter 

Sarah Keith-Lucas - weekend and relief weather presenter 
Chris Fawkes - weekend and relief weather presenter 
Stav Danaos - weekend and relief weather presenter 

Nick Miller - weekend and relief weather presenter 


Relief presenters[edit] 


e Jon Kay 

e Roger Johnson 

e Christian Fraser 

e Rachel Burden 

e Tina Daheley 

e Chris Mason (also political correspondent) 
e Babita Sharma 


Regular reporters[edit] 


e Graham Satchell24! 
e John Maguire 
e Tim Muffett 


Regular BBC contributors[edit] 


e Paul Lewis, Personal finance 
e David Sillito, Media and arts 
e Lizo Mzimba, Entertainment 


Former presenters[edit] 
Main[edit] 


If there is no position before tenure, then this presenter was either a relief presenter or 
guest stand-in presenter. 


Jeremy Bowen (Main presenter, 2000-2002) 
Darren Jordon (Main presenter, 2000-2001) 
Sarah Montague (Main presenter, 2000-2001) 
Sophie Raworth (Main presenter, 2000-2002) 
Julie Etchingham (2000-2001) 

Michael Peschardt (2000-2007) 

Noel Thompson (2000-2009) 

Bill Turnbull (Main presenter, 2001-2016) 


Sian Williams (Main presenter, 2001-2012) 
Tanya Beckett (2001-2003) 

Natasha Kaplinsky (Main presenter, 2002-2005) 
Dermot Murnaghan (Main presenter, 2002-2007) 
e Jules Botfield (2002-2006) 

e Chris Eakin (2002-2005) 

e Ben Geoghegan (2002-2008) 

Jane Hill (2002-2004) 

e Jon Sopel (2002-2009) 

e Tim Willcox (2002-2004) 

e Mishal Husain (Main presenter, 2003-2006) 

e Stephen Cole (2003-2004) 

e Susanna Reid (2003-2006; main presenter, 2006-2014) 
e Simon McCoy (2004-2014) 

e Kate Silverton (2005-2011) 

e Sarah Campbell (2005-2007) 

e Julian Worricker (2006) 

e Joanna Gosling (2006-2007) 

e Sonia Deol (2008-2009) 

e Robert Hall (2009) 
T 


Nicholas Owen (2009-2014) 
Julia Somerville (2010) 
Adam Parsons (2011) 

Fiona Armstrong (2012) 
Sian Lloyd (2012-2017) 
Tim Muffett (2012-2013) 
Clive Myrie (2009-2014) 


Sport[edit] 


e Rob Bonnet - sports presenter, 2000-2005 (and occasional stand-in main presenter) 

e Chris Hollins - sports presenter, 2005-2012 (and occasional stand-in main 
presenter) 

e Sue Thearle - sports presenter, 2000-2008 (and occasional stand-in main presenter) 

e Ore Oduba - sports presenter, 2013-2016 


Business[edit] 


Declan Curry - Business presenter, 2000-2008 

Max Foster - Business presenter and newsreader, 2001-2005 

Aaron Heslehurst - Business presenter, 2008-2011 

Simon Jack - Business presenter, 2008-2011 (and occasional stand-in main 
presenter) 

e Maryam Moshiri - Business relief presenter, 2008-2011 

e Steph McGovern - Business presenter, 2011-2019 (and occasional stand-in main 
presenter) 


Weather[edit] 


e Isobel Lang - Weather presenter, 2000-2006 

e Louise Lear - Weather presenter, 1998-2007 

e Helen Willetts - Weather presenter, 2000-2008 
e Alex Deakin - Weather presenter, 2007-2016 

e Ben Rich - Weather presenter, 2010-2011 


Newsreader[edit] 

e Kate Sanderson - Regular newsreader, 2000-2004 (and occasional stand-in main 
presenter) 

e Gillian Joseph - Regular newsreader, 2004-2005 (and occasional stand-in main 
presenter) 


e Louisa Preston - Relief newsreader, 2004-2006 
e Moira Stuart - Regular newsreader, 2000-2006 
e Suzanne Virdee - Relief newsreader, 2004-2006 


Editorial team[edit] 


Richard Frediani is the current editor of BBC Breakfast. He took on the role in 
September 2019 after being appointed in July 2019. 2 He replaced Adam Bullimore who 
had held the role since 2013. Bullimore was previously the deputy editor for five years. 
261 Alison Ford, previously the UK Editor for BBC Newsgathering, was the editor of the 
programme until her death in July 2013.24 Her appointment followed the departure of 
David Kermode to 5 News.'28! 


Regular guests[edit] 


BBC Breakfast has a regular panel of experts who appear to provide specialist insight or 
analysis into news stories as when they are required. In addition the newspaper review 
at the weekends have a regular guest to provide commentary. 


e Justin Urquhart Stewart, Business expert 
e Kevin Maguire, Political journalist 

e Andrew Pierce, Political journalist 

e Dr Rangan Chatterjee, Doctor 

e Dr Rosemary Leonard, Doctor 

e Linda Papadopoulos, Psychologist 

e Cary Cooper, Psychologist 

e lan McMillan, Poet 

e Sally Hitchiner, Vicar 

e Nazir Afzal, Former Chief Crown Prosecutor?! 
e Simon Calder, Travel expert 

e Bobby Seagull, Maths expert 

e Peter Bradshaw, Author and film critic 


Out of studio broadcasts[edit] 


as prose. You can help by converting this section, if 


3 This section is in list format, but may read better 
appropriate. Editing help is available. (February 2017) 


Presenters make on location broadcasts based on the significance of the story: 


12 September 2001. Jeremy Bowen presented live near Ground Zero in New York 
City in the aftermath of the tragic events. 

November 2004. Dermot Murnaghan presented from Washington DC for the 2004 
US Election. 

7 July 2005. Bill Turnbull presented live from King's Cross in the aftermath of the 7_ 
July 2005 London bombings. 

2005. Sian Williams reported live from the scene of the Indian earthquake. 

June 2006. Dermot Murnaghan presented from the election campaign from Bristol.2% 
November 2008. Bill Turnbull reported live from Washington DC for the US- 
Presidential Elections. 

September 2009, Kate Silverton presented from Lashkar Gah, Afghanistan. 24122! 
September 2009. Bill Turnbull presented live from Brighton for the Liberal 
Democrats Conference. 

September 2009. Sian Williams presented from the Labour and Conservative Party 
Conferences. 

March 2010. Susanna Reid presented from the Academy Awards Ceremony .221241 

6 April 2010. Sian Williams presented from Westminster in the run-up to the 
announcement of the 2010 General Election. 

April/May 2010. Bill Turnbull presented and reported from various locations on party 
campaign trail throughout the country. 2#!s711381 

30 April 2010, Charlie Stayt presented the programme from the University of 
Birmingham following the final leaders debate of the election campaign. 

12 May 2010. Sian Williams presented the programme from College Green, 
Westminster the day after David Cameron became Prime Minister. 

12 May 2010. Bill Turnbull presented from outside 10 Downing Street. 

On 3 June 2010, Turnbull presented live from the town of Whitehaven, following 
the Cumbria shootings the previous day. 

27 July 2010. Bill Turnbull presented on the progress of the Olympic 

Park in Stratford, East London starting two years before the Opening Ceremony of 
the 2012 Summer Olympics.2" Chris Hollins presented the sports news from the 
same location.& 

September 2010. Bill Turnbull presented from their party conference 

in Liverpool and the Labour Conference in Manchester. 

October 2010. Sian Williams presented from the Tory Conference in Birmingham.“ 
October 2010. Sian Williams presented from College Green, Westminster in 
anticipation of the unveiling of Chancellor George Osborne spending review.“4 
October 2010. Sian Williams presented the unveiling of Chancellor George 
Osborne spending review. 

On 29 April 2011, a special split edition of the programme with Sian presenting from 
Westminster Abbey and Bill live from Buckingham Palace for the build-up of the 
Royal Wedding. 


e 26 July 2012. Charlie Stayt and Louise Minchin presented the show live from the BBC 
News Studio in Olympic Park in London for the Olympic Games. Weather and sports 
news were also originated from the same location. 

e 17 April 2013. Charlie Stayt presented the show from St Paul's Cathedral, London for 
a special split edition in the build-up of the funeral of Baroness Margaret Thatcher. 

e 27 & 28 June 2014. Bill Turnbull presented from Camp Bastion to celebrate Armed 
Forces Day. 

e 4 August 2014. Charlie Stayt presented from Glasgow Cathedral in the lead up to 
ceremonies marking 100 years since World War 1 broke out. 

e 13 March 2015. Bill Turnbull presented from St Paul's Cathedral, London in the lead 
up to a special service of remembrance to mark the end of operations in 
Afghanistan. 

e 12 June 2016. Louise Minchin presented from outside Buckingham Palace in the lead 
up to the finale of the Queen's 90th Birthday celebrations. 

e 25 June 2016. Naga Munchetty presented from outside the Palace of 
Westminster covering the aftermath of the United Kingdom's European Union 
membership referendum results. 

e August 2016. For the 2016 Summer Olympics, Breakfast was broadcast from 
the BBC Sport studio, from the 6-22 August. 

e 23 March 2017. Live from Westminster after London's terror attack with Charlie 
Stayt & Sally Nugent. 

e 10 June 2017 . Hung Parliament result from 8 June Charlie Stayt & Louise Minchin 
speaking to MPS in westminster 

e 14 June 2017. Charlie Stayt & Naga Munchetty focusing on a special on the Grenfell 
Tower fire that happened during the night. 

e 15 June 2017. Charlie Stayt Live from West London and Naga in the studio talking to 
people after the Grenfell Tower fire. 

e 19 May 2018. Naga Munchetty presented live from Windsor Castle to mark 
the wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle. 

e 13 December 2018. Naga Munchetty and Charlie Stayt presented live from College 
Green, Westminster focusing on the unsuccessful vote of no confidence in Prime 
Minister Theresa May by Conservative Party MPs. 

e 22 February 2019. Charlie Stayt and Steph McGovern presented live from Endcliffe 
Park in Sheffield where a flypast took place for the 75th anniversary of the "Mi_ 
Amigo" crash. 


Video podcast[edit] 


In September 2006, Breakfast launched its own video podcast called the Breakfast 
Takeaway. BBC News had already launched three other services: Newsnight, the Ten 
O'Clock News and STORYFix (also previously shown on television at weekends on News 
24). The Breakfast Takeaway was available Monday to Friday in MP4 format where it 
could be downloaded to and viewed from a home or office computer. 


The video podcasts were a one-year trial but after the BBC then reviewed the trial, the 
podcasts have been discontinued since July 2007. 


Specials[edit] 


In 2003, the Breakfast production team was commissioned by BBC One to make a week 
long series called The Day Team From Chatsworth presented by Nicki Chapman, and 
presenter of the BBC's Countryfile programme, John Craven. It took a behind the scenes 


look at the stately home Chatsworth House ™“! and was broadcast separately on BBC 
One at 10:30am. 


A number of other guests, or celebrity presenters have been used on Breakfast to 
present themed days or weeks, even though some have never been mainstream news 
reporters or presenters. Many of these have seen the programme extended to 9:30am: 


e Alistair Appleton - Tate Modern 2004, Bath, Somerset 2003 

e Chris Beardshaw - Chelsea Flower Show 2006 

e jennie Bond - Buckingham Palace 2004 

e Nicki Chapman - Children in Need November 2005, London Fashion 
Week 2004, Chelsea Flower Show 2006 

e Philippa Forrester - Alder Hey Children's Hospital 2002 

e Andi Peters - Neighbours set 2005, EastEnders/Albert Square outside broadcast 
2006 


e Gaby Roslin - Wimbledon Tennis Championships outside broadcast 2002 
e Tim Wonnacott - Christie's Auction Room 2004 


Awards[edit] 


e In March 2006, Breakfast won the TRIC award for best daytime television 
programme for the third year in a row4! 

e The show was nominated for a National Television Award in the Topical Magazine 
Programme category in 2011 but lost out to ITV's This Morning! 


See also[edit] 
HIEISBBC portal 


e Breakfast television 


e Today (BBC Radio 4) 
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BBC News at One 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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BBC News at One 


Also known as BBC One O'Clock News (1986-2008) 
BBC News at One O'Clock (1999- 


2004) 
Created by BBC News 
Presented by Sophie Raworth 
Jane Hill 
Theme music David Lowe 


composer 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language English 
(s) 


Production 


News editor(s) Sam Taylor 


Production 1986-2013 BBC Television 


location(s) Centre Studio E, Broadcasting 


House, London 


Running time 30 minutes 


Release 


Original network BBC One 
BBC One HD 


Picture format 576i (16:9 SDTV) 
1080i (HDTV) 


Original release 27 October 1986 - 


present 


Chronology 


Preceded by BBC News After Noon 


Related shows BBC Breakfast 
BBC News 
BBC News at Five 
BBC News at Six 
BBC News at Ten 
BBC Weekend News 
Outside Source 


World News Today 


The BBC News at One is the afternoon/lunchtime news bulletin from the BBC. 
Produced by BBC News, the programme is broadcast on BBC One and the BBC News 
channel every Monday to Sunday at 1:00pm. The programme is usually presented 
by Sophie Raworth every Monday to Thursday and Jane Hill on Friday. 


The BBC News at One achieved an average reach of 2.7 million viewers per bulletin in 
2007, making it the most watched programme on UK daytime television." 


History[edit] 


BBC One O'Clock News with Martyn Lewis in 1986 


The One O'Clock News launched on 27 October 1986 together with the daytime 
television service on BBC1, serving as a replacement to the BBC's News After 

Noon programme, which had a two-person presentation team of Richard Whitmore and 
either Moira Stuart or Frances Coverdale. Martyn Lewis, who had joined the BBC from 
rival ITN, was the original presenter of the new One O'Clock News, in a single-presenter 
format.” Philip Hayton acted as the main relief presenter, and took over as main anchor 
in 1987 when Lewis left to present the Nine O'Clock News. Lewis and Michael Buerk, the 
main anchors of the Nine, acted as relief presenters during this period. 


A unified look across BBC news output was introduced in 13 April 1993 from N2, and the 
programme, while retaining the One O'Clock News title, adopted the Silicone graphics 
computer look, which distorted the image into Virtual Reality, a real studio did exist with 
changeable panels behind the newsreaders, dependent upon the bulletins, made up of 
three one metre, three 1.5 metre, and three x three metre panels, these being kept in 
storage racks in N2. The programme still kept some of its individuality, such as a 
reworked version of the theme music, again by George Fenton, with the newer version 
being performed by the BBC Concert Orchestra at Abbey Road studios. John 

Tusa and Edward Stourton took over as main presenters at this tim. Tusa left the 
bulletin in 1996, with Stourton taking over as main presenter, and Justin 

Webb becoming deputy presenter a year later. Anna Ford, who would later become lead 
anchor of the programme, would also occasionally stand in as presenter. “ 


According to the TV studio history website, N1, was the former World Service studio 
next door to N2, were both closed around 1998/1999 when the new News Centre 
opened in Stage 6, understanding - becoming the 'property' of BBC Resources, who 
renamed them N1 to TC10 and N2 to TC11, and that Recourses could not afford to 
refurbish them. Both studios were unused for a couple of years. 


A new look across all of BBC News television output on 10 May 1999 meant that for the 
first time all the main bulletins on BBC One had the same look, the only exception being 
the title of the programme. At this time Anna Ford took over as the main presenter of 
the bulletin in 1999, staying until her retirement from news reading in April 

2006. George Alagiah became deputy presenter at the same time, with Darren 

Jordon taking over this role in 2003 when Alagiah became main anchor of the Six 
O'Clock News. Following Ford's retirement, Sophie Raworth became lead anchor. 


On 22 January 2007 the programme titles were relaunched, along with the rest of the 
BBC television output, to give an identical series of titles across news programming on 
all BBC channels. 


On 4 February 2008, the programme temporarily moved studios, from N6 to N8 (the 
former BBC News 24 studio), as part of restructuring across BBC News. On 21 April 2008 
the programme underwent a graphical refresh and returned to the refurbished N6 as 
well as changing its name to the BBC News at One. 


On 5 November 2010, during the National Union of Journalists strike action, former Sky 
News and GMTV presenter Emma Crosby presented the programme whilst the regular 
presenters were absent.” Further strike dates occurred on 15 July 2011 and 1 August 
2011 plus on the 28 March 2013. Gavin Grey presented on these days in addition 

to BBC News Channel. sm 


On 18 March 2013, the programme moved to Broadcasting House, along with the BBC 
News channel and the other BBC One bulletins, and began broadcasting in high- 
definition. The programme was the first to be broadcast from the new studio.2 


Between January and June 2015, the bulletin was extended to 40 minutes due to the 
length of the English regional bulletins being reduced to 5 minutes during the general 
election campaign period. Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland retained the original 30 
minute broadcast length and aired their regular 15 minute bulletins. 


Presenters[edit] 
Current presenters[edit] 


Presenter Current role 


2006- : Main presenter (Monday- 
2opnie Raworth 
present sophie Raworth Thursday) 
nae í Kate Silverton 
Alt Friday presenter 


2003- 
present Jane Hill Regular Relief Presenter 


2014- Reeta 
present Chakrabarti 


Regular Relief Presenter 


2008- 


present Simon McCoy 


2014- 


present Clive Myrie Occasional Relief Presenter 


2019- 
present 


Joanna Gosling 


Waal 


In addition, Huw Edwards often presents in the event of a major news story. 
Former presenters[edit] 


Presenters below are occasional or relief presenters unless indicated otherwise. 


Martyn Lewis (Main presenter, 1986-1988) 
Philip Hayton (Main presenter, 1988-1993) 
John Tusa (Main presenter, 1993-1996) 
Edward Stourton (Main presenter, 1993-1999) 
Justin Webb (Main presenter, 1997-1999) 
Anna Ford (Main presenter, 1999-2006) 
George Alagiah (Deputy presenter, 1999-2003) 
Darren Jordon (Deputy presenter, 2002-2006) 
Louise Minchin (Deputy presenter, 2006-2009) 
Michael Buerk (1986-1993) 

Laurie Mayer (1986-1993) 

John Humphrys (1988-1996) 

Jennie Bond (1993-1999) 

jill Dando (1993-1995) 

Sian Williams (2004-2013) 

Emily Maitlis (2007-2013) 

Jon Sopel (2010-2014) 

Matthew Amroliwala (2012-2014) 


Presentation[edit] 


Within the last few minutes of each programme, a full national weather forecast is 
presented within the studio. 


One O'Clock News Hourfedit] 


The BBC News at One has been shown on the BBC News channel since April 2006, 
making up the first half-hour of the BBC News at One. During the headlines and 'coming 
up' section, BBC One viewers see a preview of the stories to come from their region, 
while BBC News viewers see sports headlines. Between 12:45 and 13:30 BBC News has 
a service providing in-vision British Sign Language for viewers with hearing difficulties. 


Between 2006 and 2017, significant differences could be seen between the two halves 
of the programme, as the second half was originally presented by the Duty News 
Channel presenter. Since 2017, coinciding with schedule changes on the BBC News 
channel, the presenter of the BBC News at One has fronted the full one-hour slot. !2 
needellt also features an extended Sport Today and World Business Report. 


See also[edit] 


BOASC portal 


ITV Lunchtime News 


References[edit] _ 


10. 


^ "News viewers turned to BBC in 2007". BBC Press Office. 7 December 2007. 

^ “The start and finish of the first edition of the One O'Clock News". Archived from the 
original on 26 August 2016. Retrieved 5 September 2016. 

^ https://genome.ch.bbc.co.uk/search/200/20?o0rder=asc&q=%220ne+0%27clock+news 
%2286&Svc=9371541#search 

^ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IsBMXFouTFs 

^ https://www.theguardian.com/media/2002/sep/05/bbc.tvnews 

^ "BBC News staff strike over pensions". BBC News. 5 November 2010. Archived from the 
original on 12 November 2010. Retrieved 12 November 2010. 

^ Revoir, Paul (5 November 2010). "Ex-GMTV presenter given the boot when Christine 
Bleakley moved to ITV finds new role... replacing BBC strikers". Mail 

Online. Archived from the original on 8 November 2010. Retrieved 12 November 2010. 

* "BBC News Strike July 2011 - BBC National News". TV Newsroom. Retrieved 2 

March 2013. 

* "BBC News Strike August 2011 - BBC National News". TV Newsroom. Retrieved 2 
March 2013. 

* "BBC News' television output moves to new studios at Broadcasting House". BBC. 18 
March 2013. Retrieved 18 March 2013. 


External links[edit] — 


BBC News at BBC Online 
BBC News at One at BBC Programmes # 
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BBC News at Five 


Created by 


Presented by 


Theme music 


composer 


Country of origin 


| Original language( 


s) 


Production 


location(s) 


|Running time 


| Original network 


Picture format 


| 
[Original release 
| 


BBC News 


Huw Edwards 


Jane Hill 


David Lowe 


United Kingdom 


English 


Production 


Studio C, Broadcasting 


House, London 


60 minutes 


Release 


BBC News 


576i (16:9 SDTV) 
1080i (HDTV) 


3 April 2006 - 


present 


Chronology 
Preceded by BBC News 
Related shows BBC Breakfast 
BBC News at One 
BBC News at Six 


BBC News at Ten 
BBC Weekend News 
Outside Source 


World News Today 


The BBC News at Five is an hour-long daily news programme broadcast at 17:00 

on BBC News. The programme is fronted by BBC News at Ten presenter Huw Edwards, 
the BBC's lead presenter for major breaking news, from Monday to Thursday and Jane 
Hill on Friday. The show includes a detailed look at the news, as well as analysis with 
guests and sport and weather updates. 


Unlike most other BBC News Channel bulletins, the BBC News at Five is presented from 
Studio C, which is usually the main studio for BBC World News. 


Weekends and Bank Holidays[edit] 


During weekends and bank holidays, BBC News at Five resembles an unbranded BBC 
News channel bulletin, usually lasting for 30 minutes. As the main evening news on 
Saturday is normally at 17:30, when the main news isn't the back half hour is filled with 
a sports bulletin and The Film Review. It presented from the News Channel's main 
studio, studio E. 


History[edit] 


The programme started on 3 April 2006 as part of the BBC's relaunch of BBC News 
presenters, which saw the introduction of the new flagship programme to compete 
against Jeremy Thompson's Live at Five programme on rival channel Sky News, and to 
improve BBC News ratings for the hour. 


As part of the 2008 revamp of the entire news output, the show moved studios 

within BBC Television Centre along with BBC News and the BBC News at One and BBC 
News at Ten bulletins. The show originally broadcast from Studio N8 but moved to 
Studio N6. 


On 18 March 2013, the programme moved to Broadcasting House along with BBC News 
and the BBC One bulletins.“ On 4 November 2013, the BBC News at Five received new 
opening titles featuring the hour of broadcast. 


Outside broadcasts[edit] 


As well as presenting from the studio, the main presenters are called upon to present on 
location when major stories break. For example, Huw Edwards presented live from the 
BBC's Washington Studio for the 2008, 2012 and 2016 US Presidential Elections and has 
presented live from Basra from the withdrawal ceremony. George Alagiah presented 
from L'Aquila in April 2009 and Haiti in January 2010 when earthquakes struck the 
countries. During the 2015 Election campaign Edwards presented from across the UK, 
while Gavin Esler was based in Edinburgh and Clive Myrie served as the London 

p rese nte r. [citation needed] 


Presenters[edit] 


Presenter Current role 


2006- Main presenter (Monday- 

= Huw Edwards Taede 

2013- , ; 

present Jane Hill Main presenter (Friday) 
Regular relief presenter 


2010- : : 
present Clive Myrie 
at Julian Worricker 
en Christian Fraser 
Occasional relief presenter 


2017- Reeta 
present Chakrabarti 


Eee Ley 


present 
oa Carole Walker 
ee Martine Croxall 


en Rebecca Jones 
seein Carrie Gracie 


Former presenters[edit] 


If there is no position before the years of being a presenter, then this newsreader was 
either a relief presenter or occasional guest stand-in presenter. 


e Gavin Esler (Deputy presenter, 2006-2017) 
e Peter Sissons (2006-2009) 
Emily Maitlis (2007-2016) 
Louise Minchin (2007-2011) 
Nicholas Owen (2008-2017) 
Tim Willcox (2008-2015) 

Joanna Gosling (2009-2010) 

Jon Sopel (2009-2012) 

Zeinab Badawi (2011) 

Sophie Long (2011-2012) 
Annita McVeigh (2013-2017) 
Matthew Price (2015) 

Maxine Mawhinney (2015-2016) 
Simon McCoy (2015-2017) 


Format([edit] 


Generally the program follows a standard format as follows - 


e 17:00 - Headlines 

e 17:00-17:15 - Stories 

e 17:15 - Headlines 

e 17:15-17:25 - Interview, in-depth analysis 


e 17:25-17:30 - Weather 

e 17:30 - Headlines 

e 17:30-17:45 - Stories with sports round-up (except on Friday) 

e 17:45 - Headlines (except on Friday for a look ahead to Sportsday) 

e 17:45-17:55 - Interview, in-depth analysis (except on Friday for The Film Review) 
e 17:55-18:00 - Weather 


The weather updates are generally presented from the screen away from the main 
desk. Sports updates are presented from the BBC Sport Centre 

at MediaCityUK, Salford. The Film Review appears during the program on Fridays 
between 17:45 and 18:00, and is presented by the anchor and a film critic, usually Mark 
Kermode, from the main desk, however the background and lighting changes to 
resemble a cinema effect. It features reviews of all the week's main releases. 
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BBC News at Six 


BBC Six O'Clock News (1984- 
2008) 

BBC News at Six O'Clock (1999- 
2004) 


Also known as 


Created by BBC News 


Presented by George Alagiah 
Sophie Raworth 
Clive Myrie 
Fiona Bruce 

Theme music David Lowe 


composer 
Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language( English 


s) 
Production 
News editor(s) Paul Royall 
Production BBC Television Centre (1984- 
location(s) 2013) 
Studio E, Broadcasting 
House (2013-) 
Running time 30 minutes 


Release 


Original network BBC One 
BBC News 


Picture format 576i 


1080i (HDTV) 


Original release 3 September 1984 - 


Present 
Chronology 
Preceded by Sixty Minutes 


Related shows BBC Breakfast 
BBC News at One 
BBC News at Five 
BBC News at Ten 
BBC Weekend News 


The BBC News at Six is the evening news programme bulletin from the BBC. Produced 
by BBC News, the programme is broadcast on BBC One and the BBC News channel on 


weekdays at 6:00pm. For a long period the News at Six was the most watched news 
programme in the UK but since 2006 it has been over taken by the BBC News at Ten. 
On average it is watched by four million viewers.” 


The programme is presented by various BBC News presenters including George Alagiah 
Sophie Raworth, Fiona Bruce, and Clive Myrie 


In late 2007 the length of the programme was shortened from 30 minutes to 28 minutes 
to allow for a news summary being shown on BBC One at 7:58pm. 


On 8 May 2017, SBS in Australia began airing BBC News at Six during their English- 
language news programming segment. It is broadcast at 7:00am everyday on delay 
from Britain.” 


History[edit] 


The programme launched on 3 September 1984, replacing early evening news 
magazine Sixty Minutes and was originally presented by Sue Lawley and Nicholas 
Witchell. Both presenters have since moved on to other positions within BBC News and 
the BBC itself. Jeremy Paxman, who went on to present Newsnight in 1989, was relief 
newsreader from 10 September... Andrew Harvey, Philip Hayton, and Frances 
Coverdale were also regular relief presenters in the early years. 


A bulletin presented by Sue Lawley and Nicholas Witchell. The bulletin design was in use from 3 
September 1984 to 12 April 1993. 


In 1988, the Six O'Clock News studio was famously invaded during a live broadcast by a 
female group protesting against Britain's Section 28 (a law against the "promotion" 

of homosexuality in schools). Witchell famously grappled with the protesters and is said 
to have sat on one woman, provoking the memorable front-page headline in the Daily 
Mirror, "Beeb man sits on lesbian". Lawley left the Six O'Clock News later that year, 
followed by Witchell a year later, although he would return as a relief presenter 
intermittently until 1999. From 1989, the programme was mainly presented by two 

of Peter Sissons, Anna Ford, Andrew Harvey and Moira Stuart, with other BBC journalists 
such as Witchell, Hayton, Jill Dando and Chris Lowe also occasionally presenting. 


In 13 April 1993, the bulletin was relaunched with a more coherent look that was 
adopted across all BBC newscasts on the same day. A year later, Sissons departed to 
present the Nine O'Clock News, swapping positions with Martyn Lewis. From 1994-1999 
the programme was generally presented by Lewis as lead presenter of the programme 
on Monday, Tuesday and Friday, with Ford taking on the lead role on Wednesday and 
Thursday, although both would cover each others absences. Stuart was co-presenter on 


Monday and Tuesday, Harvey on Wednesday and Dando on Thursday and Friday. Other 
BBC journalists, in particular Jennie Bond covered in the absence of co-presenters, with 
future lead presenters Huw Edwards and Fiona Bruce making occasional appearances. 
Senior journalists, including Witchell, Sissons and John Humphrys would present as lead 
anchor when both Lewis and Ford were unavailable. 


On 10 May 1999, the bulletin was relaunched again, along with the rest of the BBC 
News programme and the new presenter was Huw Edwards with Fiona Bruce as the 
deputy presenter. During Bruce's maternity leave in 2001, Sian Williams, who was 
special correspondent for the programme at this time, covered as deputy presenter. 
Both Edwards and Bruce left the Six O'Clock News on 19 January 2003 to front the Ten 
O'Clock News." 


On 20 January 2003, as George Alagiah and Sophie Raworth took over, the bulletin was 
relaunched along with the rest of BBC One's news bulletins. During Raworth's first 
maternity leave in 2004, Sian Williams stood in for her for over the six months. 
However, during Raworth's second maternity leave at the end of 2005, Natasha 
Kaplinsky stood in, originally as a temporary measure. As part of a presenter reshuffle in 
April 2006, Kaplinsky was confirmed as the new full-time presenter. Sophie Raworth was 
later named as the main presenter of the BBC News at One. Raworth is now a regular 
presenter on the News at Six and BBC News at Ten, covering for main presenters during 
their absences. 


Since April 2005, the programme has formed the first half-hour of the Six O'Clock 
Newshour on the BBC News Channel. The subsequent half-hour consists of business and 
sport updates presented from within the News channel studio by one of the News 
Channel presenters. As before, the bulletin still completes at 6:30pm before splitting off 
to regional news programmes on BBC One. 


On 5 October 2007 it was announced that Natasha Kaplinsky was leaving the BBC to 
replace Kirsty Young on 5 News, taking up her new role on 18 February 2008 presenting 
two half-hour evening bulletins. She left at the end of the Six O'Clock News on the same 
day.4 


For a while Sian Williams filled in as co-presenter, but on 3 December 2007, the 
programme went single-headed, with George Alagiah as main presenter, and Sian 
Williams as deputy presenter. A few months into the new arrangement Fiona Bruce took 
over from Sian as the main Friday presenter. 


On 28 January 2008, the programme moved studios, from N6 to TC7, as part of a 
restructuring across BBC News. On 21 April 2008 the programmes, along with the rest 
of BBC News, underwent a refresh, taking on new titles and a new set. 


On 17 March 2013, the BBC News at Six bulletin presented by Sophie Raworth was the 
final programme to be broadcast from TC7 in BBC Television Centre, after BBC 
Breakfast and Newsnight vacated the studio in 2012. The studio was demolished later 
in 2013 as part of the redevelopment of the site. On 18 March 2013, the programme 
moved to Broadcasting House, along with the BBC News channel and the other BBC One 
bulletins, and began broadcasting in high-definition.™ 


Alagiah was diagnosed with bowel cancer in 2014, and took leave from presenting 
duties. Raworth and Bruce were the main cover presenters during this time, which also 
saw regular appearances from Reeta Chakrabarti and Jane Hill. Alagiah returned in 
late 2015, but saw his cancer return in 2018, and once again took leave to undergo 
further treatment. Raworth once again covered Alagiah during his absence, with Bruce, 


Chakrabarti, Hill and Clive Myrie also regularly appearing on the programme. Alagiah 
returned to his presenting duties in January 2019.24 


After eleven years in the role, in January 2019, Bruce stepped down as the programme's 
regular presenter on Fridays in order to replace David Dimbleby on Question 

Time. Raworth and Myrie serve as the regular presenters on Fridays with Bruce 
occasionally appearing on the programme as a relief presenter. 


Presenters[edit] 
Current presenters[edit] 


Years Presenter Current role 


2003- 
present 
2003- 
present 
2015- 
present 
2014- Reeta 

present Chakrabarti 

eg Regular relief presenter 
present 

2005- 
present Jane Hill 
19937 Huw Edwards 
present 

2018- 
present 


George Alagiah |Main presenter (Monday-Thursday) 


Sophie Raworth 


Main presenter (alternate Friday), regular relief 
presenter 


Clive Myrie 


Occasional relief presenter 


Tina Daheley 


2019- 


present Ben Brown 


2014- 


Mishal Husain 
present 


2019- 


present Simon McCoy 


MLL 


Former presenters[edit] 


If there is no position before the years of being a presenter, then this newsreader was 
either a relief presenter or occasional guest stand-in presenter. 


Sue Lawley (Main co-presenter, 1984-1988) 
Jeremy Paxman (1984-1985) 

Nicholas Witchell (Main co-presenter, 1984-1998) 
Philip Hayton (1985-1992) 

Frances Coverdale (1986) 

Debbie Thrower (1987-1988) 

Andrew Harvey (Main co-presenter, 1985-1999) 
Laurie Mayer (1988-1993) 

Mike Smartt (1988-1994) 

Jill Dando (1989-1999), Main co-presenter 1994-1999 
John Humphrys (1989-1999) 

Anna Ford (Main co-presenter, 1989-1999) 

Chris Lowe (1989-1993) 

Peter Sissons (Main co-presenter, 1989-1994) 
Moira Stuart (Main co-presenter, 1989-1999) 
Jennie Bond (1993-1999) 

Martyn Lewis (Main co-presenter, 1994-1999) 
Justin Webb (1995-1999) 

Michael Buerk (1996) 

Jon Sopel (1997-2007) 

Diana Madill (1997) 

Clarence Mitchell (1997-1999) 

Sian Williams (2000-2013) 

Darren Jordon (2001-2005) 

Bill Turnbull (2003-2005) 

Dermot Murnaghan (2003-2007) 

Natasha Kaplinsky (Main co-presenter, 2005-2007) 
Ben Brown (2007) 

Nicholas Owen (2007-2008) 

Matt Frei (2008-2009) 


e Emily Maitlis (2009-2015) 
e Mishal Husain (2010-2014) 


Presentation[edit] 


The opening of a bulletin in Studio E of Broadcasting House 


Unlike the other BBC News bulletins that were broadcast from BBC Television Centre, 
the BBC News at Six was broadcast from TC7, which until 2012 

housed Newsnight, Newsround, The Politics Show and The Andrew Marr Show, most of 
which moved to Broadcasting House. The programme would occasionally be broadcast 
from the BBC News channel studio (N6). Since the move to Broadcasting House the 
bulletin is broadcast from Studio E, the same studio as the BBC News channel and other 
national bulletins. The current set design and titles were introduced in March 2013. 


Within the last few minutes of each bulletin, a full national weather forecast is 
presented by Helen Willetts, Alina Jenkins, Susan Powell or Louise Lear of the BBC 
Weather centre. The final full national weather forecast on the BBC News at Six, 
broadcast from Studio TC7, was presented by Nick Miller. 


Production[edit] 
The current editor since 2013 is Paul Royall. 


Criticism [edit] 


The bulletin has been accused of being an example of the BBC 'dumbing-down’ with 
more consumer led reports and dynamic presentation. In particular, in 2006 the 

then Leader of the House of Commons Jack Straw berated the programme's presenters 
for "prancing around the studio".22 


The BBC defend the format as they believe that the body language and integration of 
presenter and graphics increases the viewer's understanding of the news.22 


The bulletin has also been accused of having an English perspective on the news in 
terms of items covered and priority each news item is given. There have been calls in 
Scotland for a separate Scottish Six that would combine Scottish, British and 
international news items to create a news programme from a Scottish perspective. The 
idea was rejected by the BBC in 2003 after a series of public meetings and a poll 
showed that 38% favoured the idea, as opposed to the 45% that wanted no change. 

uu However, the SNP have continued to call for the change.22! 


See also[edit] 


IES BBC portal 


e ITV Evening News 
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BBC News at Nine 
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Not to be confused with the BBC Nine O'Clock News, which was the BBC News at Ten's 
predecessor. 


This article needs additional citations 
for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 
ee citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 


challenged and removed. 
Find sources: "BBC News at 


Nine" - news = newspapers " books = scholar » JSTOR (March 
2015) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


BBC News at Nine | 


Created by 


Presented by 


Theme music 


composer 


|Country of origin 


Original language 
(s) 


Production 


location(s) 


Running time 


BBC News 


Carrie Gracie (2019-) 
Annita McVeigh (2018-) 
Martine Croxall (2013-15) 
Clive Myrie (2013-14) 


David Lowe 


United Kingdom 


English 


Production 


Studio A (Weekdays, 2013-15) 
Studio E (Weekends/Bank Holidays, 
2013-15) (all 2018-), Broadcasting 


House, London 


60 minutes (Monday-Thursday, 
2013-15) (Monday-Friday, 2018-) 
45 minutes (Friday, 2013-15) 

30 minutes (Saturday-Sunday, 


2013-15) 


Release 


Original network BBC News 


BBC Two (2018-) 


Picture format 1080i (16:9 HDTV) 


Original release 18 March 2013 2018-present - 


31 May 2015 
Chronology 
Preceded by BBC News 
Followed by World News Today / Outside Source 


Related shows BBC Breakfast 
BBC News at One 
BBC News at Five 
BBC News at Six 
BBC News at Ten 
BBC Weekend News 
World News Today 


The BBC News at Nine is a nightly news programme that aired on BBC News. It aired 
Monday to Sunday from 9 p.m. to 10 p.m. The programme was fronted by Rebecca 
Jones, Clive Myrie or Martine Croxall. The show included a detailed look at the news, as 
well as analysis with guests and business, sport, newspapers review and weather 
updates. 


The bulletin ended on 31 May 2015 and was replaced by Outside Source and a new 
edition of World News Today. 


The title was revived for a new morning programme that started on Monday 5 
November 2018 and now runs for an hour from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. on weekdays, 
presented by Annita McViegh and Carrie Gracie. 


Presenters[edit] 


Presenter 
29g Annita McVeigh 
Main 
presenter 
a Carrie Gracie 
3 
E 


Zone Carole Walker 

2018 | Rachel 

- Schofield 
Relief 
Presenter 

2018 | Reeta 

- Chakrabarti 

4 

RE Lukwesa Burak 

au Shaun Ley 


Presenters of previous evening programme [edit] 


Years 


2013- 
2015 


2015 


2013- 
2014 


2013- 
2015 


2013- 
2015 


2013- 
2015 


2013- 
2015 


2013- 
2015 


2013- 
2015 


2013- 
2015 


Presenter 


Martine 
Croxall 


Rebecca Jones 


Clive Myrie 


Chris Rogers 


Adam Parsons 


Gavin Grey 


Shaun Ley 


Christian 
Fraser 


Tim Wilcox 


Julian_ 


Worricker 


Role 


Main / Deputy presenter, Relief presenter 


Acting Deputy Main Presenter, Relief 
Presenter 


Main presenter, Relief presenter 


Regular Relief presenter 


Occasional presenter 


2013- Rachel 


2015 Schofield 
n Sophie Lon 
2015 aope tong 


Other segments[edit] 


The weather and business updates were generally presented from the screen away 
from the main desk, unless they preceded each other. Sports updates were presented 
from the BBC Sport Centre at MediaCityUK, Salford. From 30 June 2014, the programme 
aired an extended Weather for the Week Ahead at 9.55 p.m. This looked at the weather, 
generally over the British Isles, over the next seven days. 


On Fridays, from 9.45 p.m., the programme Newswatch used to air. This was moved to 
a slightly earlier timeslot, 9.30 p.m.-9.45 p.m., and now airs on Friday evenings 
generally at 7.45 p.m., with overnight repeats on Friday nights/Saturday mornings and 
during the BBC Breakfast programme on Saturday morning, simulcast on BBC One. 
Newswatch features viewer opinions and criticisms on how BBC News has covered news 
events during the week. On Friday night, a repeat of The Film Review follows. It is 
presented by the anchor of the BBC News at Five and a film critic, usually Mark 
Kermode, from the Studio C (BBC World News' main studio) with the background and 
lighting changed to resemble a cinema effect. It features reviews of all the week's main 
releases. 


Weekends and Bank Holidays[edit] 


During weekends and bank holidays, BBC News at Nine resembled an unbranded BBC 
News channel bulletin, usually lasting for 30 minutes. It was presented from the News 
Channel's main studio, studio E. On weekends Our World is shown between 9:30 p.m. 
and 10:00 p.m. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "BBC News Channel announces new commitment to international news". BBC. 23 
February 2015. Retrieved 24 February 2015. 


EIGSBBC portal 


External links[edit] 


e BBC News at Nine at BBC Programmes # 
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BBC News at Ten 


Also known as BBC Ten O'Clock News 


Created by BBC News 


Presented by Huw Edwards 


Sophie Raworth 
Clive Myrie 


Theme music David Lowe 


composer 
Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language( English 


s) 
Production 
Production Studio E, Broadcasting 
location(s) House, London 
Running time 30 minutes 
Release 


Original network BBC One 


Picture format 576i (16:9 SDTV) 
1080i (HDTV) 


Original release 16 October 2000 - 


present 


Chronology 


Preceded by BBC Nine O'Clock News 


Related shows BBC Breakfast 
BBC News at One 
BBC News at Five 
BBC News at Six 
BBC News 
BBC Weekend News 
Outside Source 


World News Today 


BBC News at Ten — formerly known as the BBC Ten O'Clock News or the Ten 
O'Clock News — is the flagship evening news programme for British television 
channel BBC One and the BBC News channel. It is presented by Huw Edwards, and 
deputised by Sophie Raworth and Clive Myrie. It is Monday to Sunday at 10:00pm 

on BBC One. The programme was controversially moved from 9:00pm on 16 October 
2000. The main presenter simultaneously holds the lead presenter role for major 
events, election night (from 2015) and breaking news for BBC News. 


From 2015 to 2019, the programme featured a 45-minute format, with an half-hour 
segment focusing on British national and international news (with an emphasis on the 
latter), a 12-minute segment featuring local news from the BBC's regions around the 
country, and concluding with the national weather forecast. The programme used a 
shortened, 35-minute format on Friday nights to accommodate The Graham Norton 
Show. |In February 2019, in order to accommodate a new time slot focusing on youth 
programmes from BBC Three, the shortened format was adopted on a nightly basis. 


During the first three months of its revival, /TV News at Ten averaged 2.2 million 
viewers compared with an average of 4.8 million viewers watching the BBC bulletin over 
the same period.” 


History[edit] 


The programme was launched on 16 October 2000, replacing the former BBC Nine 
O'Clock News, which had been on the air since 14 September 1970. Its launch 
presenters were Michael Buerk and Peter Sissons. The move to 10 o'clock was a 
response to the controversial axing of rival broadcaster ITV's News at Ten. ITV 
reinstated a 20-minute news bulletin at 10:00pm in 22 January 2001, instigating a head- 
to-head clash with the BBC. The BBC's Ten O'Clock News eventually became the more 
popular programme, establishing itself on the BBC One schedule for at least six days a 
week. ITV's bulletin suffered as a result of poor scheduling, and on 2 February 2004 the 
bulletin moved to 10:30pm.” In 2008, ITV reinstated News at Ten which remains the 
BBC's main competitor. 


Michael Buerk presenting in 2000 


Buerk and Sissons left the BBC Ten O'Clock News on 19 January 2003 to make way for 
presenters Huw Edwards and Fiona Bruce. To mark this presenter reshuffle, on Monday 
20 January 2003 as Edwards and Bruce took over, the bulletin and the rest of BBC 

One news bulletins were relaunched with a new studio. 


Since 5 February 2006, the bulletin has been simulcast on the BBC News channel. 
Following the BBC One bulletin, the remaining portion of the BBC Ten O'Clock News 
Hour is presented by Clive Myrie or Martine Croxall and features a review of the 
following morning's newspaper front pages. !<2“fcation needed 


On 21 April 2008 the programme, along with the rest of BBC News, underwent a 
graphical refresh and moved into a refurbished studio (N6). It also changed its name 
to BBC News at Ten. 


After the regional news, there is a weather forecast from the BBC Weather Centre: 
presenters include Rob McElwee, Peter Gibbs, John Hammond and Philip Avery. 


BBC News at Ten was named News Programme of the Year at the RTS Television 
Journalism Awards in 2005, 2009 and 2010. 


The programme, along with the BBC News channel and the other BBC One bulletins, 
moved to Broadcasting House and began broadcasting in high-definition on 18 March 
2013.4 


Following a five-month trial during the run-up to the 2015 general election, it was 
announced that the programme would be permanently extended to 45 minutes on 
Mondays through Thursdays from January 2016 (with the Friday-night edition retaining 
its original length to accommodate The Graham Norton Show). 


After 16 years in the role, in January 2019, Bruce stepped down as the programme's 
main presenter on Fridays in order to replace David Dimbleby on Question Time. Sophie 
Raworth and Clive Myrie serve as the regular presenters on Fridays with Bruce 
occasionally appearing on the programme as a relief presenter. 


In February 2019, it was announced that the programme would be shortened back to 35 
minutes beginning 4 March 2019, to accommodate a new broadcast of BBC 

Three programmes on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday nights. The decision faced 
criticism from those who believed this was the result of cuts. BBC staff denied that this 
was the case, arguing that the time slot could help attract BBC Three's target audience, 
and would also remove the scheduling overlap with Newsnight on BBC Two. 


Out-of-studio presenting[edit] 


As well as presenting from the main studio, the main presenters are called upon to 
present on location when major stories break. For example, Huw Edwards reported live 
from Washington for the 2008, 2012 and 2016 US presidential elections and has 


presented live from Basra at the withdrawal ceremony. He also regularly presented 
from Westminster, as well as from Edinburgh (at times when the referendum for 
Scottish independence was being developed). 


During the 2012 Summer Olympics, presenters also made use of BBC's makeshift 
studios overlooking the Olympic Park at Stratford. George Alagiah presented from 
L'Aquila in April 2009, Haiti in 2010, Egypt in 2011, and Tacloban in 2013. 


Staff[edit] 
Editor[edit] 


Paul Royall has been the editor of BBC News at Ten and BBC News at Six since July 
2013.7 Royall joined the BBC from ITV Meridian in 1997, working on News 24. He later 
became Deputy Editor of BBC Breakfast in January 2004, to the Editor Mark Grannell. 
81 |n May 2009 he became the Deputy Editor of the News at Ten and News at Six. He 
became Editor on 22 July 2013, replacing James Stephenson who became Head of BBC 
World News. 


Presenters[edit] 


Presenter Current role 


Huw Edwards (121 presenteriMonday 
Thursday) 


Sophie Raworth | Main presenter (Friday) 


Years 


2003-present 
2003-present 
2015-present Clive Myrie Main presenter (Friday) 
2000-present George Alagiah 

Relief presenter 
2010-present Mishal Husain 


Reeta 
e | epee neat 


2014-present Jane Hill 
2019-present Tina Daheley 
2019-present Simon McCoy 


2007, 2019- 
present 


Ben Brown 


Former presenters[edit] 


If there is no position before the years of being a presenter, then this newsreader was 
either a relief presenter or occasional guest presenter. 


e Michael Buerk (Main presenter, 2000-2003) 
e Peter Sissons (Main presenter, 2000-2003) 
e Darren Jordon (2003-2006) 

e Dermot Murnaghan (2004-2007) 

e Sian Williams (2004-2013) 

e Natasha Kaplinsky (2006-2007) 

e Jon Sopel (2006-2007) 

e Chris Lowe (2006-2007) 

e Ben Brown (2007) 

e Emily Maitlis (2007-2013) 

e Kate Silverton (2009-2013) 


See also[edit] 
EIEISBBC portal 


e BBC News 
e BBC Weekend News 
e /TV News at Ten 
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BBC Weekend News 
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BBC Weekend News 


Created by BBC News 


Presented by Kate Silverton 
Mishal Husain 
Clive Myrie 
Shaun Ley 


Ben Brown 


Theme music David Lowe 


composer 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language( English 


s) 


Production 


location(s) 


Running time 


Original network 


Picture format 


Audio format 


Original release 


Related shows 


Production 


Studio E, Broadcasting 


House, London 


5-20 minutes 


Release 


BBC One 
BBC News 


1080i (HDTV) 


Stereo 


5 July 1954 - 


present 


Chronology 


BBC Breakfast 
BBC News 

BBC News at One 
BBC News at Six 
BBC News at Ten 


BBC Weekend News is the national news programmes on BBC One at the weekend 
and bank holidays, although it is often referred to on guides simply as BBC News. It is 
called BBC Weekend News on all bulletins apart from being broadcast on a Sunday at 
the 10pm hour, where it is named the BBC News at Ten. The programmes are simulcast 
on the BBC News Channel, unless it clashes with the edition of World News Today at 
9:00pm or there is some major news story being covered on the News Channel. 


Format([edit] 


BBC weekend news airs three times on both Saturday and Sunday, and is also used as 
the title of the BBC News Channel simulcast on Sunday mornings during August 

when The Andrew Marr Show doesn't air. The main three bulletins are presented in the 
studio in a similar format to other national news bulletins on BBC One but are shorter in 
length. 


The lunchtime bulletin is normally at 1:00pm although these times often vary. The 
programme lasts approximately 10 minutes including the sport and is immediately 
followed on BBC One by a weather forecast on Saturday and Sunday. 


The evening bulletin lasts either 15 minutes depending on scheduling and can be at any 
time between 6:00pm (and occasionally outside these times due to sport or other live 
events), and is followed by regional news. 


The late bulletin contains a sports update from the BBC sports centre in Salford, and is 
at 10:00pm on Saturday and Sunday depending on scheduling. There is a BBC 
One regional news after the Sunday late news on BBC One. 


Presenters[edit] 
Lunchtime[edit] 


The lunchtime bulletin is presented by the on-duty BBC News Channel presenter during 
the scheduled bulletin. Maxine Mawhinney was the long term presenter from 2006 until 
2015. Following a reshuffle, BBC News 24 launch presenter Gavin Esler became the 
main presenter until his departure from the channel in early 2017. Mawhinney briefly 
returned to the role until her departure in April 2017 and Shaun Ley took over 
afterwards. Since September 2019, the main presenter of the Saturday bulletin has 
been Geeta Guru-Murthy and the Sunday presenter normally continues to be Ben- 
Brown. Julian Worricker has been the main recent cover presenter. 


Current presenters[edit] 


Presenter Current role 


Geeta Guru- Main Presenter (Saturday morning) (Occasional 


OMS elise Murthy cover since 2017) 


2017-present Ben Brown Main Presenter (Sunday morning) 


2015-Present Shaun Ley Main presenter (Afternoon) 
2016-present Lukwesa Burak | Main Presenter (Evening) 


2010-present 


2011-Present 
2018-present | Carrie Gracie 


Martine Croxall |Main Presenter (Evening) 


Rachel 


Schofield Main Presenter (Evening) 


2011, 2017- 
present 


2017-present Vicky Young 
2014-Present 


Chris Rogers 


Christian Fraser | Relief Presenter 


2014-Present 


Reeta 
SONI Velen Chakrabarti 
2017-Present Matthew Price 


Julian Worricker 


Evening[edit] 


Unlike the lunchtime bulletin, the presenter of the two evening bulletins has usually 
been a dedicated presenter for that evening on BBC One, with the surrounding news 
presentation on the BBC News Channel being presented by another presenter. Senior 
presenters, such as Huw Edwards and Sophie Raworth, have made guest appearances 
during major news stories, recently following general elections or the EU Referendum, 
despite being listed as former presenters. 


The Bank Holiday news bulletins can be presented by either a member of the BBC 
Weekend News team or a presenter from the BBC News at One, BBC News at Six or BB 


News at Ten. 


Years 


Current presenters[edit] 


Presenter Current role 


2008- eaters iverten Main presenter (Alternate 
present iT || Sacurday) 

2007- Mishal Husain Main presenter (Alternate 
present Sunday) 

e Clive Myrie 
present 

2014- Reeta : 

present Chakrabarti Regular Relief Presenter 
aoe Ben Brown 
Sr Jane Hill 

an Simon McCoy [Relief presenter 
Sue Tina Daheley 
2019- Huw Edwards On Location & Occasional 
present EE Relief 


Former presenters[edit] 


If there is no position before the years of being a presenter, then this newsreader was 
either a relief presenter or occasional guest stand-in presenter. 


e George Alagiah (Main presenter, 1999-2002) 


Matthew Amroliwala (2001-2014) 

Michael Aspel (Main presenter, 1964-1972) 
Richard Baker (1954-1982) 

Jennie Bond (Main presenter, 1988-1999) 
Fiona Bruce (Main presenter, 1999-2005) 
Michael Buerk (Main presenter, 1988-2003) 
jill Dando (Main presenter, 1988-1999) 
Robert Dougall (Main presenter, 1964-1973) 
Chris Eakin (2013-2015) 

Huw Edwards (1994-1999, 2016) 

Gavin Esler (2002, 2015-2017) 

Joanna Gosling (2008-2011) 

Andrew Harvey (Main presenter, 1984-1999) 
Philip Hayton (Main presenter, 1984-1993, 2005) 
John Humphrys (Main presenter, 1981-1993) 
Darren Jordon (2001-2006) 

Kenneth Kendall (1954-1981) 

Sue Lawley (Main presenter, 1983-1988) 

Jan Leeming (Main presenter, 1980-1987) 
Chris Lowe (Main presenter, 1988-1999) 

Jon Sopel (2003) 

Martyn Lewis (1988-1999) 

Emily Maitlis (2006-2013) 

Maxine Mawhinney (Main presenter, 1999-2017) 
Laurie Mayer (1985-1993) 

Louise Minchin (2006-2012) 

Clarence Mitchell (1999-2005) 

Christopher Morris (1984-1993) 

Riz Lateef (2008-2013) 

Sophie Raworth (2002-2006) 

Angela Rippon (1975-1983) 

John Simpson (1981-1988) 

Peter Sissons (Main presenter, 1993-2009) 
Julia Somerville (2011-2012) 

Edward Stourton (1993-1999) 

Moira Stuart (1981-1998) 

Carole Walker (2012-2017) 

Richard Whitmore (Main presenter, 1972-1988) 
Sian Williams (1999-2013) 

Nicholas Witchell (Main presenter, 1981-1999) 
Peter Woods (Main presenter, 1964-1981) 
Nicholas Owen (2007-2017) 

Sophie Long (2010-2013, 2017) 

Rebecca Jones (2015-2017) 

Kasia Madera (2010, 2017) 

Karin Giannone (2017) 

Annita McVeigh (2008-2018) 


Sports News[edit] 


During the late programme on each day a round up of the days sports news is 
presented from the BBC Sport Centre at MediaCityUK, Salford. This is usually presented 
by one of the BBC News channel sports presenters: Olly Foster, Karthi 

Gnanasegaram, Lizzie Greenwood-Hughes and Katherine Downes. 


References[edit] 


1. 


EIGEBBC portal 


Origins[edit] 


Question Time was first broadcast on Tuesday 25 September 1979, based on the BBC 
Radio 4 programme Any Questions? 


O'Brien, Conservative politician Teddy Taylor, and the Archbishop of Liverpool Derek 
Worlock.2% 


Format([edit] 


Question Time panels are typically composed of five public figures, "nearly always 
[including] a representative from the UK government and the official opposition." The 
panel also features "representatives from other political parties across the series, taking 
as [the] guide the level of electoral support at national level which each party enjoys."24 


High-profile journalists and authors, television and radio broadcasters, and comedians, 
join the panel, as do business leaders from well-known companies, 
and leading or expert academics, lawyers, police officers, and clerics.42 


Audience members are selected by the 'audience producer' based on 
age, gender, occupation, ethnicity, disability status, voting intention, voting history, and 
party membership.” 


Audience members are "requested to come up with two questions, to be considered for 
the programme." The panel hears the questions for the first time, when the audience 
members ask them. 


Applicants are contacted on the Monday, Tuesday, or Wednesday before the 
programme. Although, due to a "high volume of requests," the team are unable to call 
everyone." 


Question Time is usually recorded "as-live," and in a single-take, shortly before 
transmission. The programme is only edited on "very rare" occasions 

for legal or taste reasons, or because it over-runs.22 For example, The 

Observer newspaper reported in 1986 that "The BBC's lawyers ordered nine seconds 
of Question Time to be deleted by the old-fashioned method of simply cutting off the 
sound".2 


Presenters[edit] 
Sir Robin Day[edit] 


Veteran news presenter Sir Robin Day was the programme's first chair, presenting it for 
nearly 10 years until June 1989. 


Question Time soon gained popularity under Day's lead, with his 
quick wit and interrogation skills.“ 


His famous catchphrase when he had introduced the panel was: "There they are, and 
here we go."481 


The programme was mainly filmed at the Greenwood Theatre in London on the south 
side of London Bridge. 


Day's last programme as presenter was broadcast from Paris on 12 July 1989. He was 
allowed to choose his own guests.” 


Peter Sissons[edit] 


The Barbican Centre 


After Day retired, Peter Sissons took over and continued until 1993. 


Following Day's departure, the BBC decided to widen the programme's appeal 
by moving it around the country. The programme also changed its London location from 
the Greenwood Theatre to the Barbican Centre. 


Sissons' tenure as Question Time chair included three different editors. There were 
several problems during filming, including a bomb scare during a live recording, which 
resulted in the programme being taken off the air, and the death of an audience 
member who collapsed while recording.24 


The programme continued to enjoy good ratings during this period, notably on the day 
of Margaret Thatcher's resignation on 22 November 1990, which featured two different 
panels over two editions.22 


On 1 October 2019, Sissons' agent announced the former BBC and ITN newsreader 
and Question Time host died peacefully at the age of 77, with tributes paid by fellow 
journalists, and director-general Tony Hall. 


David Dimbleby[edit] 


David Dimbleby succeeded Sissons as Question Time presenter in 1994, after 
the BBC held two pilot show auditions between Dimbleby and Jeremy Paxman, with two 
different audiences and two different panels.24 


For a brief period under Dimbleby in the mid-1990s, there were a number of variations 
to the format, including the audience using voting keypads to take a poll of the 
audience at the end of the programme and Dimbleby getting out of his seat at intervals 
to question the audience.24! 


Dimbleby presented Question Time for 25 years, the programme's longest-serving 
presenter, until his final programme, aged 80, on 13 December 2018.2! 


Fiona Bruce[edit] 


In December 2018, the BBC announced that Fiona Bruce would 
succeed Dimbleby as moderator. 


Bruce—along with Samira Ahmed, Victoria Derbyshire, Emily Maitlis, Nick Robinson, 
and Kirsty Wark—attended October 2018 auditions at London's James Allen's Girls' 
School, 2411251 


Bruce presented her first Question Time in January 2019.28 
Guest presenters[edit] 


Question Time has seen various presenters deputise for the main chair. 


Sir Ludovic Kennedy, Sue Lawley, Bernard Levin, and Donald MacCormick, 
all moderated in Day's place, 22zsiiz911301 


In November 2009, John Humphrys presented in lieu of Dimbleby. Dimbleby had been 
"injured by a bullock at his farm" causing him "briefly to be knocked out."24 


In June 2017, Nick Robinson presented a "Leaders Special" edition of Question Time. 
The programme was moved for news coverage of the London Bridge attack. Dimbleby 
was preparing for the General Election coverage.2! 


Editors[edit] 


Charlie Courtauld was editor from 1998 to 2000, leaving to join the Independent on 
Sunday as its comment editor. 22184! 


Nick Pisani was appointed in 2000, resigning abruptly in May 2005 after news was 
leaked that he had been offered a job as David Cameron's head of TV presentation.& 


Ed Havard was made acting editor in May 2005 after Nick Pisani left. During his time in 
charge the BBC offered a seat on the panel to Nick Griffin in 2009. He left when the 
programme's production base moved to Glasgow.) 


Gill Penlington, the ITV News political producer, was made interim editor in May 2008, 
when the BBC gave Ed Havard a year-long sabbatical.&! 


Interactivity[edit] 
SMS contributions[edit] 


Viewers of the show can submit comments to the show via SMS; until October 2012 a 
selection of those comments was posted on Ceefax. Comments were edited and put to 
air by a team of four journalists based at Television Centre in London. The system 
displayed one message at a time, and usually showed several tens of messages 
throughout each hour-long episode. The system's popularity sprang from its mix of 
serious and light-hearted comments. etaten needed 


On average, around 3,500 texts are received during each hour-long programme, 
although 12,000 texts were once recorded in one frantic programme in 2004. Quantity 
of texts is generally related to the composition of the panel. taton needeai 


Twitter[edit] 


On 24 September 2009, the show launched its Twitter presence and the show's 
presenter has regularly announced its presence on Twitter since late 2009. Using the 
Twitter ID "@bbcquestiontime"== it tweeted using the #bbcqt hashtag. By early 2010, 
this had become one of the UK's most active "Twitter backchannels" to a TV show. 
@bbcquestiontime claimed 10,000 tweets had been sent around the show on 7 October 
2010. The show had over 40,000 followers on Twitter by October 2010 and this 
exceeded 50,000 on the evening of 3 February 2011. 


On 9 June 2011, Question Time became one of the most-tweeted about shows of the 
week in the UK, with 5,000 tweets during the programme, with tweeting continuing 
through to the next day.” In addition to the more sober analysis of the 

discussion, Question Time also has a parallel Twitter backchannel based on the spoof 
account Dimblebot - purportedly a robot version of Dimbleby - where the entire premise 
of the programme is claimed to be a demonstration of Dimbleby's ability to defeat the 
panel. It became clear during the riot special that David Dimbleby knows of the 
existence of Dimblebot and the associated Dimbledance.242! The @bbcquestiontime 
account now has over 500,000 followers.“ 


Locations[edit] 


se TRER.. aa 
el 2 $ Sih 


The Scottish Parliament, Winchester Cathedral, and the University of Birmingham 


Worcester Cathedral and Queen Mary University of London 


While chaired by Sir Robin Day, Question Time was predominantly filmed in London. 


It was during Peter Sissons tenure as presenter that Question Time started "moving 
around the country each week, taking the panel to audiences in 
different towns and cities."2# 


On occasion, Question Time has broadcast from outside the UK. Locations have 
included: Brussels, Johannesburg, Miami, Moscow, New York, Paris, Shanghai, Sydney, 
and Washington, “2420434445 i46(47[481149] 


In December 2018, David Dimbleby hosted the final edition of his 25-year tenure in 
the Question Time chair. For this edition, the programme returned "to where it all 
started in 1979": Question Time was broadcast from the Greenwood Theatre, now part 
of King's College London Medical School.& 


Venues[edit] 


Question Time has filmed in notable buildings, including: the Scottish Parliament, 
the Welsh Assembly, and Westminster Hall. 5412131 


The programme has also broadcast from: Heathrow Airport, Wormwood Scrubs Prison, 
and the cathedrals of Liverpool and St Paul's, Winchester and Worcester, 54ssise 


Furthermore, Question Time has been held in prestigious universities, including: Queen 
Mary University of London, and the universities 
of Birmingham and Nottingham, Sheffield and York. {581 {591 10) tu 


Other venues have included: 


e Aberystwyth University’! 

e Nottingham’'s Albert Hall!2! 

e Basingstoke's Anvil Centre” 

e Aylesbury Waterside Theatre% 
e the Barbican Centre! 

e Aberdeen's Beach Ballroom”! 
e Bishop Auckland Town Hallie! 

e Bishop's Stortford College’! 

e Dundee's Caird Hall!” 

e the CBSO Centre” 

e Chester Town Hall!) 

e London's City Hall?) 

e Southend's Cliffs Pavilion” 

e Coventry University”® 

e Bexhill's De La Warr Pavilion”®! 
e Dewsbury Town Hall!” 

e Glasgow's Easterhouse!”?! 

e Edinburgh Corn Exchange’?! 

e Epsom College®® 

e Glasgow Royal Concert Hall! 
e Wrexham's Glyndŵr University?! 
e Guildford High School! 

e James Allen's Girls' School! 

e Kettering Conference Centre!®! 


e Kingswood Secondary Academy®® 
e Leeds Beckett University”! 

e Leeds Town Hallé! 

e the Lincoln Drill Hall 

e LSO St Luke's!” 

e Birmingham's MAC!" 

e the Marshall Arena’! 

e Middlesbrough Town Halle: 

e MidKent College’! 

e Northampton High School! 

e North Oxfordshire Academy! 

e the Queen Elizabeth Il Centre!” 

e Rochdale Town Hallis 

e the Sage! 

e Halifax's Square Chapel!c! 

e Stamford School 

e Norwich's St Andrew's Hall”! 

e Newbury's St Bartholomew's School!) 
e St Dunstan's College" 

e Milford Haven's Torch Theatre?! 
e the University of Brighton" 

e the University of Chichester?) 

e the University of Plymouth”! 

e the University of West London!:! 
e Stirling's Wallace High School" 

e Walsall Town Hall 

e Weymouth College» 

e Gravesend's Woodville Halls Theatre”?! 


2020 locations[edit] 


Future locations and panellists sometimes change. Updates to locations are listed on 
the Question Time website, 441:5] 


e 9 January: Oxford 
e 16 January: Liverpool 


Production[edit] 
The show is recorded at different venues throughout the UK. Although, as part of plans 


to relocate BBC production around the UK, the main office of the programme will move 
to BBC Scotland in Glasgow, the itinerant nature of the programme will continue.™2 


Famous editions[edit] 


In early 1981, David Steel declared his support in principle for "a marriage" between 
the Liberal Party and any party which might be formed by the Gang of Four; David 
Owen, who was also on the programme, said he could see advantages in an "electoral 
alliance" between them. This prefigured the period 1983-1987 when Owen and Steel 
were Leaders of the SDP/Liberal Alliance and tension grew over whether their deal was 
a prelude to a merger of the parties or merely a temporary electoral pact. 


During the 1983 election campaign, Conservative Foreign Secretary Francis Pym was 
asked by an A-level student named Andy Davis about the implications of the 
Conservatives winning the election with a landslide victory. He began by casting doubt 
on the likelihood of this happening and then observed "I think landslides on the whole 
don't produce successful governments". Margaret Thatcher later wrote that the remark 
"struck a wrong note": "people drew the inference that he did not want us to win a large 
majority". = After the election (won by the Conservatives on a landslide) she sacked 
him as Foreign Secretary, partly because of his gaffe.“ 


In a 1984 edition, Alan Clark, a junior government Minister at the time, was openly 
critical of a government decision to buy a foreign-made missile system, prompting 
guest host Sue Lawley to ask the audience, "Is there anyone here who wishes to defend 
the government on this, because its Minister doesn't?" 


A 1994 edition was notable for a confrontation between Jeffrey Archer and the 
historian David Starkey over the age of homosexual consent. After arguing that 18 
should be the age of consent, Archer was attacked by Starkey who told him: 
"Englishmen like you enjoy sitting on the fence so much because you enjoy the 
sensation. "ma 


The programme broadcast on 13 September 2001, which was devoted to the political 
implications of the 11 September 2001 attacks, featured many contributions from 
members of the audience who were anti-American, expressing the view that "the United 
States had it coming". The BBC received more than 2,000 complaints and later 
apologised to viewers for causing offence, stating that the edition should not have been 
broadcast live, but rather should have been recorded and edited.“ 


In 2002, the editor of Private Eye, lan Hislop, made an open attack on Jeffrey Archer, 
who had been imprisoned for perjury, when his wife Mary Archer was a fellow panellist. 
She was noticeably angry that the issue had been raised and criticised Hislop after the 
recording had finished. 


In March 2007, an Iraq Special was broadcast, featuring Tony Benn, Benazir Bhutto, Des 
Browne, Liam Fox, Charles Kennedy and, via video link from Washington D.C., John R. 
Bolton. The episode is particularly memorable for the clashes between Benn and Bolton. 


On 11 October 2007, former editor of The Sun newspaper Kelvin MacKenzie appeared 
on the programme in Cheltenham and launched an attack on Scotland. During a debate 
about tax, MacKenzie claimed that "Scotland believes not in entrepreneurialism like 
London and the south east... Scots enjoy spending it (money) but they don't enjoy 
creating it, which is the opposite to down south." The comments came as part of an 
attack on Prime Minister Gordon Brown who MacKenzie said could not be trusted to 
manage the British economy because he was "a Scot" and a "socialist", and insisting 
that this was relevant to the debate. Fellow panellist Chuka Umunna from the think 
tank Compass called his comments "absolutely disgraceful", and booing and jeering 
were heard from the Cheltenham studio audience. The BBC received 350 complaints 
and MacKenzie's comments drew widespread criticism in both Scotland and England. On 
3 July 2008, it was reported that the BBC Trust's editorial complaints unit had cleared 
the programme of any wrongdoing. Question Time then proceeded to broadcast the 
following question from Nick Hartley as part of the programme on the same evening: 
"After the media coverage of [Andy] Murray's rise and fall, are we now to infer that the 
English resent the Scots more than the Scots resent the English?" MacKenzie 
reappeared on the programme in Cardiff on 17 May 2012. 


After he was elected to the European Parliament, Nick Griffin the leader of the British 
National Party was invited onto Question Time for the first time, to appear on 22 


October 2009. The decision led to controversy and political debate. Hundreds of people 
protested outside BBC Television Centre as the edition was filmed; six people were 
arrested after 25 protesters forced their way into the main reception.2242221 The edition 
attracted eight million viewers,222 and also drew a large number of complaints as a 
result of its content. Griffin himself said that he would make a formal complaint to the 
BBC for the way he believed he was treated by the show's other guests and the 
audience, who he described as a "lynch mob."2221 


An edition aired on 19 May 2011 was recorded at Wormwood Scrubs Prison in London. 
The episode was the first to feature prisoners as part of the audience, while panellists 
included Justice Secretary Ken Clarke who attempted to defend controversial remarks 
he had made earlier in the week about rape sentencing.2~! 


A special edition of the programme was aired on 11 August 2011 following the outbreak 
of rioting which had occurred during the previous weekend and earlier that week. 

2251 Question Time had been off air for its annual summer break at the time and the 
edition was a scheduled at short notice due to the English riots. 


An appearance by George Galloway on the edition of 5 February 2015 recorded in 
Finchley gained much negative comment before the broadcast. Inviting Galloway, a 
politician who has been outspoken about Israel, onto the programme was thought to be 
provocative and insensitive because Finchley has a large Jewish minority.= Galloway, 
who was heckled during a discussion about antisemitism, thought he had been defamed 
by a question posed to him, which insinuated that he should share some of the blame 
for a rise in antisemitic incidents during 2014.22 


On 23 November 2017, the programme was shortened because an audience member 
became ill and could not be safely moved.422! 


Audience figures[edit] 


Audience figures for Question Time are usually around 2.7 million .!etaton needed 


The highest audience figures to date were recorded when Nick Griffin of the BNP 
appeared in an episode on 22 October 2009; the audience reaching 8.3 million viewers. 
[129] 


On 14 May 2009, Question Time discussed the MPs' expenses row, with audience 
members heckling guest panellists Menzies Campbell and Margaret Beckett, the Labour 
MP, who was booed by the audience for insisting that her expenses were her privilege. 
The TV audience reached 3.8 million .!#2#enneedea 


3.4 million people watched in 2003 at the start of the war on Iraq. 


Similar programmes[edit] 


e In1994, BBC Scotland launched their own local debate show called Words with 
Wark which was broadcast on BBC One Scotland usually on the first Thursday of 
every month and this was presented by Kirsty Wark. The programme was axed in 
1998. 

e Until 2010, BBC One Northern Ireland replaced Question Time with the more local 
debate show Let's Talk at least once a month hosted by Mark Carruthers, but this 
show has been axed and brought under the Spotlight brand. It is now shown once a 
month on Tuesday night with Noel Thompson. BBC One NI have their own political 
show called The View: this is broadcast live from 10.35pm to 11.05pm, presented by 


Mark Carruthers, and is followed by Question Time. If Question Time is made in 
Northern Ireland. 

e BBC World produces an Indian version of the programme for such viewers 

e The Irish broadcaster RTE produced a similar show, Questions and Answers, which 
ran from 1986 to 2009, and was replaced by The Frontline, which is of a similar 
format? 

e In March 2010, Dermot O'Leary hosted a spinoff edition of the show, which was 
broadcast on BBC Three. It was called First Time Voters' Question Time, and the 
show was aimed at first time voters. This version of the programme was later 
commissioned on a permanent, monthly basis on BBC Three, to now be hosted 
by Richard Bacon, and re-titled Young Voters' Question Time. He was replaced 
by Jake Humphrey then by Rick Edwards with Tina Daheley, and the show was 
renamed Free Speech which goes out every month.224! 

e In 2007, the BBC commissioned The Big Questions, a new programme with a similar 
format to Question Time, which focuses on ethical and religious issues. It is 
broadcast on BBC One on Sunday mornings between 10 am and 11 am. Both 
programmes are produced by Mentorn Media.222 

e In 2008, the Australian Broadcasting Corporation launched a similar, Australian 
version of the programme, called Q&A. Airing live weekly, it has become a critical 
success, achieving extremely positive ratings for the ABC in Australia, with a wide 
audience from a range of demographics not all of which are normally noted for their 
interest in the Australian political scene. 

e In 2011, Azerbaijan launched its own version of the programme. Open 
Talk Azerbaijani: Açıq sdhbat is a weekly debate ANS TV television programme in 
Azerbaijan, based on Question Time. The show features political leaders as well as 
other public figures. Open Talk is presented by Sevinj Osmandaizi. 


Schools edition[edit] 


Several schools editions have been broadcast: On 20 June 2005, with a panel of Tony 
Benn, Justine Greening, Lembit Opik, June Sarpong and Otis Ferry. On 6 July 2006, 
with a twenty-year-old student joining David Miliband, Richard Madelely, Lord 

Coe and Julia Goldsworthy."221 On 5 July 2007, an 18-year-old student joined a panel 
of Ed Miliband, Sayeeda Warsi, Davina McCall and Douglas Murray. On 9 July 2009, 
one of the panellists was an eighteen-year-old student. Other panellists were Andy 
Burnham, Jeremy Hunt, Sarah Teather and Shami Chakrabarti. =4 
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Newsnight 


Newsnight (or BBC Newsnight) is a current affairs programme, that provides "in- 
depth investigation and analysis of the stories behind the day's headlines." It 
broadcasts on weekdays, usually at 10:30 pm on BBC Two, and is also available on BBC 
iPlayer, 21 


Since March 2019, Emily Maitlis has served as the "lead presenter," with Kirsty 
Wark "undertaking an enhanced role," Emma Barnett, Katie Razzall and Mark 
Urban joining the presenting team." 


History[edit] 


The original 1980 opening titles 


Newsnight began on 28 January 1980 at 10.45pm, although a 15 min news bulletin 
using the same title had run on BBC Two for a 13-month period from 1975 to 1976. Its 
launch was delayed by four months by the Association of Broadcasting Staff, at the time 
the main BBC trade union.®& Newsnight was the first programme to be made by means 
of a direct collaboration between BBC News, then at Television Centre, and the current 
affairs department, based a short distance away at the now defunct Lime Grove Studios. 
Staff feared job cuts. The newscast also served as a replacement for the current affairs 
programme Tonight. 


Former presenters include Peter Snow, a regular for 17 years, Donald 

MacCormick, Charles Wheeler, Adam Raphael and John Tusa, later boss of the BBC 
World Service. In the early days each edition had an 'auxiliary presenter', a 
phenomenon pejoratively known at the time as the "Newsnight's wife syndrome". 

‘s} Usually a woman, it was her job to read the news headlines and to introduce minor 


items. Olivia O'Leary in 1985 became the first principal female presenter; the 
programme has had a single presenter since 1987.4 Newsnight is now wholly managed 
by BBC News.” 


Until 1988, the start time of Newsnight was flexible, so BBC Two could screen a movie 
at 9:30pm to dovetail with the conclusion of the main news on BBC One. The fixed time 
slot of 10:30pm was established in the face of fierce objections from the then managing 
director of BBC TV, Bill Cotton, otherwise in charge of all scheduling decisions. The very 
announcement was made without him even being informed. The affair sparked a widely 
reported row within the corporation. One protagonist said it would "destroy the BBC". 

t Newsnight moved to new facilities at Broadcasting House on 15 October 2012. 


Between 1999 and 2014 on BBC Two Scotland the offshoot, Newsnight Scotland, 
presented by Gordon Brewer, replaced the final twenty minutes of the UK programme 
from Monday to Friday. From May 2014, Newsnight is again shown in full in Scotland, 
but delayed by half an hour to accommodate Newsnight Scotland's 

replacement, Scotland 2014. 


Newsnight's signature tune was composed by George Fenton. Various arrangements 
have been used over the years. 


Interviews([edit] 


Jeremy Paxman 


On 13 May 1997, Jeremy Paxman pressed former Home Secretary Michael 

Howard about a meeting with head of the Prison Service Derek Lewis about the possible 
dismissal of the governor of Parkhurst Prison. Faced with what he considered evasive 
answers, Paxman put the same question- "Did you threaten to overrule him?" (i.e. 
Lewis)- twelve times in succession. 


This has become the programme's best known interview. Later, during a twentieth 
anniversary edition of Newsnight, Paxman told Howard that he'd simply been trying 
desperately to string out the interview because the next item in the running order had 
failed to materialise. In 2004, Paxman raised the subject again with Howard, by then 
leader of the Conservative Party to get a final answer, 2ulsiedveritication This time, Howard 
laughed it off, saying that he had not threatened to overrule the head of the Prison 
Service, 'tationneeded During Paxman's final show on 18 June 2014, Howard briefly appeared 
in the studio once more, with Paxman simply asking "Did you?", to which Howard 
replied "No Jeremy, | didn't, but feel free to ask another 11 times." 


In November 2019 BBC Newsnight went to Buckingham Palace in London, where Emily 
Maitlis was interviewing Prince Andrew, Duke of York about his relationship with 
convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein, who was found dead in August whilst awaiting 
trial. The interview was recorded on 14 November and was broadcast two days later, 16 
November.“2 In the interview he denied having sex with Virginia Roberts on 10 March 
2001, as she had accused, because he had been at home with his daughters, having 
taken his elder daughter Beatrice, to a party at Pizza Express in Woking.““45] The Duke 
said that he had "no recollection of ever meeting" Roberts“= and that he had "absolutely 
no memory" of a photograph taken of him with Roberts at Ghislaine Maxwell's house. 
He said he had investigations carried out to establish whether the photograph was 
faked, but they had been inconclusive.“2The interview received negative reactions from 
both the media and the public. nau% 


Accusations of bias[edit] 


In April 2001 the BBC's governors ruled that Newsnight's coverage of Peter Mandelson's 
resignation over the Hinduja affair had been politically biased. The governors criticised 
the programme for only featuring Labour Party supporters on the panel discussing the 
issue, and no opposition politicians appeared at any stage of the 45-minute episode. 
The broadcast attracted an outcry in the media with one critic describing it as a 
whitewash worthy of a "one-party state” 201221221 


Coverage of sexual abuse scandals[edit] 
Main article: Jimmy Savile sexual abuse scandal 


In the weeks after the ITV documentary Exposure: The Other Side of Jimmy Savile was 
broadcast on 3 October 2012, allegations were made that a Newsnight investigation 
into Savile by reporter Liz MacKean and producer Meirion Jones in December 2011 had 
been dropped shortly before transmission because it conflicted with tribute programmes 
prepared after Savile's death. The BBC appointed Nick Pollard, a former Sky_ 

News executive, to examine why the investigation was dropped. On 23 October, 

the Director-General of the BBC, George Entwistle, appeared before the 

Parliamentary Culture, Media and Sport Committee, and stated that it had been a 
"catastrophic mistake" to cancel the Newsnight broadcast. 


Newsnight broadcast on 2 November 2012 a report falsely accusing (but not naming) a 
prominent Conservative, Lord McAlpine of child abuse. The veracity of this story 
collapsed after The Guardian reported a case of mistaken identity on 8 November2® and 
the victim retracted the allegation after belatedly being shown a photograph of 
McAlpine in an item broadcast on the following day. The production team had not 
contacted McAlpine about the allegations.2# An apology about the story was made on 9 
November during that evening's broadcast of the programme.24 In an official statement, 
the BBC announced all ongoing Newsnight investigations were being suspended. The 
Director of BBC Scotland, Ken MacQuarrie, investigated the circumstances around the 
programme. His findings were published on 12 November, and stated that:2% 


The editorial leadership of the team was under very considerable 
pressure....[T]here was ambiguity around who was taking the ultimate 
editorial responsibility for the Newsnight report, particularly in the days 
leading up to the day of transmission.... During the editorial decision- 
making process, some of the basic journalistic checks were not 
completed.... There was a different understanding by the key parties about 
where the responsibility lay for the final editorial sign off for the story on 
the day. 


The BBC announced that Karen O'Connor would take on the role of Acting Editor 
of Newsnight. 2a 


The Pollard report was published on 19 December 2012. It concluded that the decision 
to drop the original Newsnight report on the allegations against Savile in December 
2011 was "flawed", but that it had not been done to protect the Savile tribute 
programmes. However, it criticised George Entwistle for apparently failing to read 
emails warning him of Savile's "dark side",84 and that, after the allegations against 
Savile eventually became public, the BBC fell into a "level of chaos and confusion [that] 
was even greater than was apparent at the time".24 The BBC announced 

that Newsnight editor Peter Rippon and deputy editor Liz Gibbons would be replaced.24 


Newsnight Review(edit] 


From 2000 until December 2009, on Friday evenings Newsnight gave way at 11:00pm 
to Newsnight Review, a 35-minute consumer survey of the week's artistic and cultural 
highlights. Mark Lawson was the programme's main presenter in its Late 

Review incarnation, which began life as a strand of The Late Show. He continued to 
chair the panel of guest reviewers when it reincarnated as Newsnight Review in 2000, 
up until December 2005. The programme was presented by Kirsty Wark, Martha 
Kearney, John Wilson, Tim Marlow, Kwame Kwei-Armah and Hardeep Singh Kohli. 
Regular reviewers included Mark Kermode, Tom Paulin, Ekow Eshun and Germaine 
Greer. 


As part of the BBC's commitment to moving programmes out of London, Newsnight 
Review finished on 18 December 2009 with a special hour-long edition. The programme 
was replaced by The Review Show, produced from Glasgow, which started on 22 
January 2010.223 It had the same producer as Newsnight Review and was still 
presented by Kirsty Wark and Martha Kearney. 


Frivolity[edit] 


Traditionally, there is a short stock market update at the end of each edition. In 

2005, Newsnight's then editor, Peter Barron, replaced it with a 30-second weather 
report, arguing that the market data was available on the internet and that a weather 
report would be more useful. The change provoked a flurry of complaints. 


Paxman on one occasion adopted a sarcastic tone and announced: "So finally and 
controversially, tomorrow's weather forecast. It's a veritable smorgasbord. Sun, rain, 
thunder, hail, snow, cold, wind. Almost worth going to work." On other occasions: "It's 
April, what do you expect?" and, "Take an umbrella with you tomorrow." He claimed, 
nonetheless, that he was happy presenting the weather. Gavin Esler also joined in, 
announcing: "As for the spring, you can forget about that until further notice." The 
programme conducted a telephone poll. Michael Fish, a former weather forecaster, was 
seen arguing in favour of the weather report, while Norman Lamont, a 

former Chancellor of the Exchequer, argued for the market update. 62% of viewers 
voted in favour of the markets, and the update duly returned on Monday 18 April 2005. 


Other stunts include: for a week at the end of January 2006, Newsnight played over its 
closing credits the so-called Radio 4 UK Theme which was facing the axe; the edition of 
24 April 2006 played out to the signature tune of the soon-to-be-axed BBC sports 
programme, Grandstand. 


Between January and June 2006 the programme included Gordag, a spoof stock market 
index measuring the political performance of Chancellor of the Exchequer Gordon 
Brown. The index started at 100 and moved up or down depending on Brown's political 
situation, finishing at 101 on 30 June 2006. 


In an early day motion of 3 November 2016, as a celebration of the "Brexit" vote for UK_ 
withdrawal from the European Union, right-wing Conservative Party MP Andrew 
Rosindell argued for a return to the broadcasting of "God Save the Queen" at the end 

of BBC One transmissions each day. The practice was dropped in 1997 (ostensibly due 
to BBC One adopting 24-hour broadcasting by simulcasting BBC News 24 overnight, 
rendering closedown obsolete).22 That evening, Newsnight ended its broadcast with 
host of that night Kirsty Wark saying that they were "incredibly happy to oblige" 
Rosindell's request, before playing out to the video of the Sex Pistols' punk song of the 
same name, much to Rosindell's discontent.& 


International edition and other media[edit] 


Newsnight is available in the UK on BBC iPlayer for up to thirty days after broadcast. A 
weekly digest version of Newsnight is screened on BBC World News, focusing on "the 
best of the week's films and discussions."24221 


Newsnight has a dedicated YouTube channel” on which excerpts of programmes can 
be found. 


BBC America axed its US version of Newsnight as part of a series of changes that 
included dropping its daily three-hour block of international news. 


KCET, an independent public television station in Los Angeles, broadcasts the weekly 
digest version.“ 


Current presenters, editors, and correspondents[edit] 


Emily Maitlis and Mark Urban 


Presenters[edit] 


Presenter 


Emily Maitlis Lead Presenter“ 


Emma Barnett Presenters“ 


Kirsty Wark 


Katie Razzall Relief Presenters 
ae geete ot 2019 editions! 
Mark Urban 


Editors and Correspondents[edit] 


Gabriel Gatehouse International Editor“! 


Elizabeth Glinka UK Correspondents 


David Grossman US Correspondent“ 


Katie Razzall UK Editor! 


Stephen Smith Culture Correspondent“! 
Helen Thomas Business Editor5% 


Mark Urban Diplomatic Editor= 


Nicholas Watt Political Editor=2! 


Past presenters and reporters[edit] 


Peter Snow, 1980-97 
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David Sells, 1980-2006 

Peter Hobday, 1980-83 
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Jenni Murray, 1984-86 

Olivia O'Leary, 1985-86 

Adam Raphael, 1987-88 

Gordon Brewer, 1993-99 (subsequently hosted Newsnight Scotland) 
Steve Scott 

Martha Kearney (Presenter and Political Editor), 1994-2010 
Sarah Montague, 1998-2001 

James Cox 

Donald MacCormick 

Eddie Mair (guest presenter) 

Jon Sopel (guest presenter) 

Francine Stock 

Sue Cameron 

Allegra Stratton (Political Editor) 

Charles Wheeler 

Jeremy Vine, 1999-2002 

Michael Crick (Political Editor) 

Paul Mason (Economics Editor) 

Gavin Esler, 2003-2014 

Jeremy Paxman, 1989-2014 

Evan Davis, 2014-2018 

James O'Brien 

Susan Watts (Science Editor) 

Nimrod Kamer (Buzz and Youth Correspondent) 
Laura Kuenssberg (Presenter and Chief Correspondent), 2014-2015 
Kavita Puri 


Newsnight editors[edit] 


e George Carey (1980-81)! 


e Ron Neil (1981-82)& 

e David Lloyd (1982-83)52 

e David Dickinson (1983-85)& 
e Richard Tait (1985-87)=4 

e John Morrison (1987-90)! 

e Tim Gardam (1990-93)521 

e Peter Horrocks (1994-97) 
e Sian Kevill (1998-2001)& 

e George Entwistle (2001-04)! 
e Peter Barron (2004-08)! 

e Peter Rippon (2008-12)™ 

e lan Katz (2013-2017) 

e Esmé Wren (2018-) 
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This Week is a BBC One current affairs and politics TV programme, screened late on 
Thursday evenings. It was hosted by former Sunday Times editor Andrew Neil, with a 
panel of two commentators, one each from the right and left of the political spectrum. 
“ The show was introduced on 16 January 2003, as was the Daily Politics, after a major 
review of BBC political programmes. It replaced the nightly Despatch Box (1998-2002), 
for which Neil had been the sole presenter in its later years. 


In February 2019, following Neil's decision to step down as host, the BBC announced 
that This Week would end in July 2019.5 The final episode aired on 18 July 2019, a live 
broadcast from Westminster Central Hall with an invited audience of political dignitaries 
and celebrities. Mick Hucknall of pop group Simply Red sang "Nobody Does it Better" to 
Andrew Neil and the 'Final Show' was closed by 'Quiet Man' covering "Make Luv" (sic). 
Since September 2019, Neil has gone on to host The Andrew Neil Show on 
Wednesdays. This Week has been replaced on Thursdays by the TV version 

of Brexitcast, a podcast about Brexit. 


Overview[edit] 


With a light-hearted tone compared with most political programming, This Week was 
"ounchy, irreverent, satirical". From start to finish, Michael Portillo was the regular 
Conservative commentator on the show and the Labour Party commentator until 2010 
was Diane Abbott. The two were ostensibly an "odd couple" coming from different sides 
of the political spectrum (albeit with a long-standing friendship dating back to when 
both attended grammar school in Harrow, even having appeared in a production 

of Macbeth together).2 


During her unsuccessful campaign in 2010 to lead the Labour Party and her subsequent 
tenure as Shadow Minister for Public Health, Abbott began making only occasional 
appearances, her ability to speak without constraint becoming noticeable. Eventually, 
her place was taken by another Labour MP, in rotation each week, always a 
backbencher, most often Alan Johnson. After returning to the backbenches in 2013, 
Abbott appeared on a fortnightly basis, alternating with Johnson. Since her appointment 
to Jeremy Corbyn's shadow cabinet in September 2015, she has not appeared. The 
tradition of Labour MPs alternating in the spot has continued. 


Since 2013, Neil's golden retriever Miss Molly has also frequently appeared on the show, 
often walking in front of the camera during shots or choosing to sleep next to guests. 
Miss Molly's first appearance was coupled with an increase in This Week's ratings. 


Episode format([edit] 


Shown directly following Question Time, This Week presented itself as a more laid-back 
companion to its predecessor, with episodes regularly opening with a summary of the 


week's main events in the form of a parody of a popular television series. At the 
beginning of each episode, Neil asked the two regular commentators for their "Moment 
of the Week", occasionally contributing his own "moment". The standard format consists 
of three segments, with a guest contributor featuring in each. The first featured a 
journalist or commentator who presents their "Take of the Week" in a short film before 
appearing in the studio to discuss their perspective further. The second segment was a 
light-hearted "Round-up of the Week" in and around Parliament, formerly presented 

by Mark Mardell, who left the show on becoming the BBC's Europe Editor in 2005. The 
"Round-up" segment was later presented by a rotation of writers and broadcasters. This 
was followed by a discussion between the hosts (often joined for this segment 

by Miranda Green) of the issues raised. The third main segment, "Spotlight", typically 
focused more on cultural topics and features a final guest. For many years, there was 
often also a quiz at the end of the show, in which Neil took pleasure in demonstrating 
the commentators’ ignorance of a range of topics, though this feature no longer 
appeared in later years. 


Though primarily a political discussion programme, This Week achieved notoriety for its 
humorous approach to current affairs. For example, during the 2005 General Election, 
the show's title sequence spoofed the recently re-released version of "Is This the Way to 
Amarillo" and its video featuring comedian Peter Kay.“ In 2011, following the 
announcement that the techno band Underworld were to perform at the opening 
ceremony for the London Summer Olympics, the show's ending credits featured Neil 
and his guests raving to the band's music.“4 The clip subsequently went viral 

on YouTube, helping to increase the show's unconventional popularity amongst younger 
audiences. 


In 2006, the programme won the Hansard Society Award for Opening Up Politics which 
was awarded at the Channel 4 Political Awards ceremony.22 


During the general election campaign of 2010, This Week was broadcast on Monday 
nights in addition to its usual Thursday night slot, with contributors including Sarah 
Teather, Lynne Featherstone, Caroline Flint and James Purnell and the late Charles 
Kennedy. 


Recurring jokes[edit] 


In keeping with its comic style, This Week had several recurring jokes and nicknames. 
These included assertions that the show's viewers watched the show drinking Blue 

Nun, David Cameron watched the show in bed wearing his pyjamas, that the cast 
regularly went to a nightclub after filming is completed—Annabel's in Berkeley 

Square or Lou Lou's in Mayfair—with Charles Clarke providing the guests 

a minicab service even when he was not appearing on the show. It was also frequently 
(sarcastically) said that the show had a budget of almost zero, and had few or no 
regular viewers. While giving out the Twitter and Facebook handles for the show (in the 
process, creatively mangling the names of the social media sites), Neil also insisted that 
no comments posted by viewers would be read. In addition, every episode began with 
the words "Evenin' all" and ended with "That's your lot for this week" followed by 
"Nighty-night; don't let the [topical event or person] bite". The middle section was 
introduced with "Now, it's late; [topical event]-late." Following Diane Abbott's departure 
from the show, Neil would joke that her leadership bid and later appointment as Shadow 
Minister for Public Health were part of her "insatiable lust for power". On the rare 
occasions that she consequently made an appearance on the show, Neil introduced her 
by saying "And back by absolutely no public demand whatsoever...". In weeks where 
the Speaker of the House of Commons, John Bercow (or his spouse), had featured in the 


news, the end credits were frequently shown over a scene of the diminutive Speaker 
being ceremonially escorted into the House of Commons to the music and lyrics 
of Jimmy Dean's "Big Bad John". 


Guest commentators' nicknames[edit] 


Michael Portillo, regularly mocked by Andrew Neil for his garishly-designed shirts and his long- 


running railway series 


e "Itchy & Scratchy" - Diane Abbott MP and Michael Portillo 
e "#Choo-Choo" & "#SadManOnAtTrain" - Michael Portillo 
e "#hbaffled & #HackneyAbbott" - Diane Abbott MP 

e "#SadManOntTheL_eft" - Alan Johnson 

e "#ShesLovely" - Miranda Green 

e "#ManInTheMiddle" or "Chat-Show Charlie" - the late Charles Kennedy 
e "#RivieraGigolo" - Alastair Campbell 

e "#FourPerCent" & "Liz Misérables" - Liz Kendall MP 

e "#DivisionBelle" - Caroline Flint MP 

e "#theLamminator" - David Lammy MP 

e "#LastKingofScotland" - Alex Salmond 

e "Vince the Cable" - Vince Cable MP 

e "Shirl the Girl" - Baroness Shirley Williams of Crosby 

e "#SadManinaSuit" - Jacob Rees-Mogg MP 

e "#jJessWeCan" - Jess Phillips MP 

e "#SadScouserOnaSofa" - Esther McVey MP 

e "#SmoothOperator" - Chuka Umunna MP 

e "#NorthernSoul" - Lisa Nandy MP 

e "#MaroonedCamerooned" - Ed Vaizey MP 

e "#minesavindaloo" - Michael Dugher 

e "#glitterballs" - Ed Balls 

e "#OhItsNotEdBalls" - Chris Leslie MP 


"#littlepinkbus" - Harriet Harman MP 
"Molly the dog" - Molly Neil (Andrew Neil's dog) 
"Scrubber" - Iris Bailey (Andrew Neil's dog) 


Other political nicknames[edit] 


"The Maybot" - Theresa May MP, Prime Minister 2016-19 

"Call Me Dave" - David Cameron, Prime Minister 2010-16 

"Nick Cleggover", "#NickFlixandChill" - Nick Clegg, Deputy Prime Minister 2010-15 
"Spreadsheet Phil" - Philip Hammond MP, Chancellor 2016-19 

"Boy George" - George Osborne, Chancellor 2010-16 

"Not-So-Red Ed" - Ed Miliband MP 

"Her Maj" or "The Boss" - The Queen 

"The Great Leader" - Gordon Brown, Prime Minister 2007-10 

"Our Dear Leader" - BBC Directors-General Lord Hall of Birkenhead 2013-19; Mark 
Thompson until 2012. 

"Miss Trust" - The BBC Trust 

"Jean-Claude 'Mine's a triple cognac, high five" Juncker - Jean-Claude Juncker 
"Bish" - The Archbishop of Canterbury 

"Jezza The Red" - Jeremy Corbyn MP 

"The Donald" - Donald Trump, President of the United States 

"Bojo The Clown" - Boris Johnson MP 


Election song[edit] 


During general elections, the show started with the ‘election song’. The 2005 
election song was "Is this the way to Election Day?" (a spoof of "Is This the Way to 
Amarillo?" by Neil Sedaka and Howard Greenfield),"2! and for the 2010 election, the song 


was "We're Off to Find a PM" (a spoof of "We're Off to See the Wizard" by Harold Arlen). 
[14] 
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Brian Hollywood 
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Lesley Boden 


Production Studio B, New Broadcasting 
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Editor(s) Rob Burley 
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The Andrew Marr Show 


The Andrew Marr Show is BBC One's flagship Sunday morning talk show presented 
by Andrew Marr, previously the BBC's political editor. It replaced the long- 
running Breakfast with Frost programme when David Frost decided to retire in 2005. 


Originally launched on 11 September 2005 as Sunday AM, the programme was 
renamed The Andrew Marr Show for the new series in September 2007. Marr interviews 
political figures and others involved in the current events of the week in every episode. 
The programme begins with a review of the Sunday papers, for which Marr is joined by 
two or three different guests. It also features BBC News and BBC Weather updates. The 
programme shares a studio with Sunday Politics, Newsnight and HARDtalk, BBC World 
News, GMT, Impact, Global and Focus On Africa. 


Editor Barney Jones' last show was on 18 January 2015. The current editor is Rob Burley; 
with producers Libby Jukes, Brian Hollywood, Hannah Copeland and Lesley Boden. The 
title sequence is a pastiche of the television series The Prisoner. The programme moved 
to New Broadcasting House in September 2012. 


Guests[edit] 


The Andrew Marr Show usually features one Cabinet-level UK minister, a representative 
from the Opposition, one big-name, non-political guest and two or three celebrities or 
journalists to review the Sunday papers. A guest live music act closes the programme. 


Since 2009, notable interviewees have included: Dmitry Medvedev (then President of 
Russia), Morgan Tsvangirai (then Prime Minister of Zimbabwe), Tony Hayward (then CEO 
of BP), Anthony Hopkins, Nicole Kidman, Russell Crowe, Ban Ki-moon (UN Secretary- 
General), Michael Caine, Kevin Rudd (then Prime Minister of Australia), David 

Cameron, Theresa May and Boris Johnson. 


Musical guests have included: Tom Jones, Sting, Jay-Z, Snow Patrol, George Ezra, James 
Bay, Rag 'n' Bone Man, Sir Ray Davies, Marc Almond, Jools Holland, Florence and the 


Marr reviewing the papers with Armando lannucci and Janine di Giovanni in December 2009 


Guest presenters[edit] 
Summer replacement{[edit] 


Guest presenters host the programme through July and it is replaced in August by BBC 
News at Nine. 


The guest presenters have included: Zeinab Badawi, Sophie Raworth, Fiona 
Bruce, Stephanie Flanders, Huw Edwards, Martha Kearney, Emily Maitlis, James 
Landale and Jeremy Vine. 


2013 guest presenters[edit] 


In January 2013, Marr suffered a stroke and was replaced by guest presenters. Marr 
appeared as a guest on the show on 14 April to speak about Margaret Thatcher's 
legacy, and spoke about the incident and his recovery. Paralysis of the left side of his 
body was evident, but his speech was unaffected, and he expressed determination to 
return to the presenter's role. Marr conducted pre-recorded interviews with David 
Miliband and David Cameron for the editions of 14 and 21 July respectively, and 
returned to the main presenter's role after the series' summer break in September. 


From January until June, there was no fixed cover presenter. The guest presenters who 
appeared included Jeremy Vine, Sophie Raworth, James Landale, Eddie Mair, Sian 


Williams, Susanna Reid and Nick Robinson. From 9 June, Vine and Raworth became the 
regular presenters and began to alternate presenting duties each week. Vine presented 
the final programme before Marr's return on 28 July, confirming Marr's return for the 
new series on 1 September. Vine sat in again on 15 December due to family 
commitments. 


Controversies[edit] ee 
Gordon Brown mental health claims[edit] 


Former Prime Minister Gordon Brown 


In September 2009 the BBC received hundreds of complaints over the questioning 

of Prime Minister Gordon Brown, after Andrew Marr questioned Brown on the health of 
his eyes, and whether he used prescription painkillers, during a long and wide-ranging 
interview. Marr asked the question: "A lot of people in this country use prescription 
painkillers and pills to help them get through. Are you one of them?" Brown replied: "No. 
I think this is the sort of questioning which is all too often entering the lexicon of British 
politics." 


Public figures and politicians had a range of views on the line of questioning. Ben_ 
Bradshaw and Lord Mandelson, both members of Brown's Cabinet, criticised the 
questioning, with Mandelson saying it showed "personal intrusiveness" and alleged the 
question was based on false rumours being spread by "extreme right wing" bloggers. 
Others took a different line - historian David Starkey told Question Time "we have a 
right to know" adding that Brown's recent behaviour had "suggest[ed] this is a man not 
completely in control", and former Home Secretary Charles Clarke suggested that 
Brown's health might have been a reason for the Prime Minister to stand down and that 
within the context of a long interview, it was reasonable also to ask Mr Brown about his 
health." The editor of the show, Barney Jones, defended the questioning in October 
2009, saying: 


"We felt that with a general election looming and with former and current cabinet 
ministers warning of electoral defeat unless the party turned round its current position, 
a robust interview centred on the economy and the Prime Minister's leadership was 


appropriate. The former Home Secretary, Charles Clarke, suggested this month that 
health might be a reason for the Prime Minister to stand down and within the context of 
a long interview about policy it was reasonable also to ask Mr Brown about his health. 
The issue of his health and whether it affects his ability to perform the onerous job of 
leading the party and the country was pertinent, and has been raised with other Prime 
Ministers in the past."22 


Andrew Marr himself, appearing at the Leveson Inquiry in May 2012, defending the 
question as "reasonable", but also regretted asking it, because it dominated newspaper 
headlines rather than the more serious policy points covered in the interview. Marr said: 
"| felt we got a lot out of that interview, with some important concessions made on the 
economy and other things. But the headlines were all about the pills question. It wasn’t 
worth it." Asked if that meant he did not feel the question itself was inappropriate, he 
answered: "Correct." Marr also noted that Brown did not seem annoyed by the question 
after the interview had ended, and that it was only "after about an hour" that he 
realised he had caused an incident. 


Boris Johnson interview 2013[edit] 


During Marr's absence from the programme, on 24 March 2013, guest presenter Eddie 
Mair interviewed the Mayor of London Boris Johnson, asking critical questions about 
Johnson's known past misdeeds - the subject of a forthcoming BBC documentary 

by Michael Cockerell - including lying to Michael Howard, his party leader, and offering 
to supply the name of a journalist to a friend who wanted to beat him up, Mair 
concluded his line of questioning with: "aren't you in fact - making up quotes, lying to 
your party leader, wanting to be part of someone being physically assaulted - you're a 
nasty piece of work, aren't you?"24 


Patrick Wintour, political editor of the Guardian commented that Johnson's "reputation" 
took "a severe pounding",22 while Labour-supporting Daily Telegraph blogger Dan_ 
Hodges said Mair's approach was a "disgrace". Johnson himself said that Mair had 
done a "splendid job".“4 Johnson biographer and ConservativeHome contributing 
editor Andrew Gimson said the interview would have "very little [impact], | think it's a 
storm in a teacup actually" and that "people already knew what kind of a guy he was, 
and those who liked him will go on liking him". 25 


Penny Mordaunt interview 2018[edit] 


On 11 February 2018, Marr interviewed the Secretary of State for International 
Development Penny Mordaunt. Following the interview, when he believed he was off air, 
Marr could be heard praising Mordaunt, saying "that was very good" to her in the tone 
of a whisper. The technical fault led to outrage on social media, where Marr was 
scrutinised for what was perceived as his apparent support of the Conservative Party .48 


Priti Patel interview 2019[edit] 


During an interview about Brexit on 13 October 2019, Marr accused the Home 
Secretary Priti Patel of laughing. He was reading out a list of industry bodies who had 
expressed concern about the impact Brexit would have on their businesses, after which 
he asked: "I can't see why you're laughing." The BBC received 222 complaints and 
accepted that Patel was not "smiling" but displaying her "natural expression" in their 
apology.24 


Reception[edit] 
Viewing figures[edit] 


The Andrew Marr Show averages around 2 million viewers an episode, representing a 
30% audience share. 


Rivalry with Sophy Ridge on Sundayledit] 


Since its inception until August 2018 the programme was broadcast at 9 am. That 
month the timeslot was changed to 10 am, in direct competition with rival Sophy Ridge 
on Sunday on Sky News.“# The latter show changed to 9 am soon after.24 The news of 
the move was broken by a tweet by Andrew Marr to Sophy Ridge, apparently made by 
accident. It was quickly deleted. 


In August 2019 it was announced that The Andrew Marr Show was moving back to 9 am, 
again in direct competition with Ridge after a year-long "experiment".22 Sky News 
immediately announced that Ridge would move to 8:30 am.24 
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World News Today 


WORLD NEWS 


TODAY 


World News Today Titles 


Created by BBC World News 

Presented by Philippa Thomas 
Karin Giannone 
Kasia Madera (Fri) 
Alpa Patel (Sat-Sun) 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language( English 


s) 


Production 


Production 


location(s) 


Running time 


Original network 


Picture format 


Original release 


Preceded by 


Related shows 


Studio C, Broadcasting 


House, London 


30 minutes 


Release 


BBC World News 


BBC Four 


BBC Four HD (2013-) 


BBC News Channel 


BBC News Channel HD 


HDTV 1080) 


31 May 2006 


Chronology 


The World / BBC News at Nine 


BBC World News 


BBC World News America 


Newsday 

GMT 

Impact 

Global 

Focus on Africa, 
Outside Source, 
BBC News, 

BBC Breakfast, 
BBC News at One, 
BBC News at Five, 
BBC News at Six, 
BBC News at Nine, 


BBC Weekend News 
External links 


World News Today 


World News Today is a current affairs news programme, produced by BBC 

News presented on Friday-Sundays with Philippa Thomas, Karin Giannone & Kasia 
Madera. Presenters alternate the weekend shifts. It was originally conceived as a 
morning television show aimed at American audiences, hosted by George Alagiah, but 
later expanded to six editions a day aimed at different markets. There is now one daily 
edition only, aimed as an evening news programme for the UK, Europe, Middle East and 
Africa part-simulcast on BBC Four, BBC News Channel and BBC World News. 


History[edit] 


The programme originally used the same graphics and music as BBC World, though 
when The World on BBC Four was renamed World News Today, all editions were given a 
separate set of graphics and music with three being simulcast in the UK (03:00, 12:00, 
19:00). Since April 2008 the standard title sequence used by the BBC's English Regions 
has been used, with some graphical alterations and with international images included. 
The first 30 mins of each broadcast are still simulcast on BBC Four. 


As part of a channel refresh on BBC World News, five editions of World News 

Today were replaced on 1 February 2010 with GMT, Impact Asia now Impact, The 
Hub (later replaced with Global in 2013), Business Edition (later replaced by Outside 
Source and World News Today but returned replacing an edition of World News 
Today under the name Business Live), and a standard edition of BBC World 

News (replaced by Outside Source in 2014). 


2015 changes[edit] 


On 5 June 2015, a new edition was launched on the BBC News Channel and BBC World 
News at 21:00 BST (summer) or GMT (winter) on Friday-Sunday. Half an hour was 
dropped in November for the return of Business Edition. This replaced the BBC News at 
Nine and a standard edition of BBC World News on weekends. 


2017 changes[edit] 


Since the inauguration of Donald Trump as US president, World News Today has not 
been broadcast on Monday to Thursdays. Additionally, beginning at the end of 
April, World News Today was off air for a number of weeks, a change which was 
originally meant to be permanent but was later reversed, meaning that World News 
Today continues to be broadcast at 7 pm UK time on Fridays and at 9 pm UK time 
Friday-Sunday. 


However, the 17 July schedules show that World News Today would return to the 
Monday-Thursday at 18GMT (19:00 BST) on BBC Four and BBC World News. Katty Kay 
and Christian Fraser announced on 100 Days+ that the programme would end on the 
Thursday.“ 


Between 22 December and 1 January Beyond 100 Days and Outside Source were both 
replaced with an edition of World News Today at 7 pm on BBC World News and at 9 pm 
on the BBC News Channel. On 1 December PBS America announced that the US network 
has acquired the rights to simulcast World News Today starting from 1 January. 


2019 changes[edit] 


From 15 July 2019, BBC News and World News were integrated into the BBC's custom 
font (BBC Reith) and World News Today was given a BBC Reith update. It was first seen 
at 12 pm on BBC World News and BBC News. 


Presenters[edit] 


The remaining original edition shown on BBC Four and BBC World News is presented by: 


Presenter Current role 


2007-present Philippa Thomas 

2008-present Karin Giannone Main 
presenter! 

2013-present Kasia Madera 


2015-present Alpa Patel 


2009-2017, 2018- Taype cket 
present -anya beckett 
2014-present Geeta Guru-Murthy 
Relief 
2015-present Chris Rogers presenter 
2016-present Ben Bland 
2016-present Reged Ahmad 


Samantha_ 
2017-present Sree a 
2017-present Duncan Golestani 
2017 Lukwesa Burak 


2018-present ene vaughan- 
2018-present Krupa Padhy 
2018-present Martin Stanford 
2018-present mse 
2019-present Simon Pusey 


2019-present Nuala McGovern 


When Badawi presented, the title sequence stated World News Today with Zeinab 
Badawi. However, when she did not, as she was often on assignment, the titles only 
showed World News Today, regardless of the alternate presenter. This only happened if 
she wasn't reporting from a location on a topic covered in the show. 


Thomas, Giannone and Madera still present from different parts of the world. Giannone 
presented from South Africa in December 2013 following the death of Nelson Mandela 
and during live coverage from the trial of Oscar Pistorius in Pretoria. Madera presented 
from Poland during the 2015 Polish parliamentary election. Thomas, Sharma, presented 
from Washington in October / November 2016 for the 2016 US presidential election. 


Guest presenters[edit] 


The list below refers to people who have occasionally presented on an ad hoc basis: 


e 2015, 2017 Sharanjit Leyl 
e 2015, 2017 Rajini Vaidyanathan 
e 2016-2017 Jane O'Brien 


e 2016 Clive Myrie 
e 200?-2015 Martine Croxall 


Former presenters[edit] 


Years Presenter 


Kirsty Lang Deputy presenter 


Rajesh 
Mirchandani 


Zeinab Badawi _| Main presenter 

2008- f , 

2015 Peter Dobbie Relief / main presenter 

O psms presene 
presenter 

2014- 


Daniela Ritorto 


Relief presenter 


Relief 


Christian Fraser 


2016- 
2017 


Tom Donkin 
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This article is about the British television programme. For the radio programme on BBC 
World Service, see Newsday (radio programme). For the unrelated Australian television 
programme, see PVO NewsDay. 


Newsday 


Newsday Titles 


|Created by BBC World News 


Presented by 


Narrated by 


Country of origin 


Original language(s) 


Babita Sharma 
Rico Hizon 
Kasia Madera 


Sharanjit Leyl 


Mishal Husain 


United Kingdom 


English 


Production 


Production location(s) 


Running time 


London 


Singapore 
Washington D.C. 


90 minutes 


Release 


Original network 


Picture format 


Original release 


BBC World News 


BBC News 
BBC One 


576i (16:9 SDTV) 
1080i (HDTV) 


13 June 2011 - 


present 


Chronology 


Preceded by 


Asia Today 


Related shows BBC World News 


BBC World News America 
GMT 


Impact 
Global 


Focus on Africa 


World News Today 


Asia Business Report 


External links 


Newsday 


Newsday is a news programme on BBC World News that was first broadcast on 13 June 
2011.4 The programme is normally hosted by Babita Sharma and Kasia Madera in 
London, with Rico Hizon and Sharanjit Leyl in Singapore. During important news stories, 
the programme is broadcast from Washington with either Katty Kay or Laura 

Trevelyan instead of the traditional London broadcast. Such news stories have included 
the death of Muhammad Ali, Hillary Clinton receiving the Democratic nomination, 

and Donald Trump getting important votes in his presidential nomination for the 
Republican Party. When there are presenters from other countries presenting during the 
programme, the titles narrated by Mishal Hussain'#t22eee| - Showing the London and/or 
Singapore studios - are not shown. 


The programme is broadcast around the world on BBC World News, as well 

as PBS affiliates in America, and is also shown in the UK on the domestic BBC 

News channel throughout the night, with the 00:00 and 01:00 GMT bulletins. Newsday is 
sometimes broadcast on BBC One. It covers international news with a specific focus on 
Asia and its financial markets. 


BBC World News invested in a new Asia Pacific news HQ in Singapore with broadcasts 
commencing from Monday 3 August 2015 with a revamped studio and graphics and 
theme music composed by David Lowe. tetten needed 


Schedule[edit] 


Newsday is aired on weekdays on BBC World News.” The programme acts as a morning 
programme for Asia, an overnight broadcast in Europe and the UK and a late night news 
programme for the Americas. It features analysis and discussion of the top news stories 
of the day and also previews the exclusive reports, correspondent feature films and 
interviews. 


On 18 June 2012, Newsday broadcast times were changed to 23:00-02:00 GMT (22:00- 
01:00 GMT in summer time) on Sunday to Thursday. It is shown from 00:00-02:00 on 
Monday to Thursday in the UK. 


During commercial breaks for international viewers, UK and PBS viewers used to get 
news from around the UK "in brief" with the London presenter. From an unknown point, 
this bulletin was removed and instead, "This Week In History" is broadcast while the 
breaks happen. 


Presenters[edit] 


The programme features split presentation, with a presenter in London and a presenter 
in Singapore each introducing reports and interviewing occasional guests in-studio. The 
London presenter also presents links for UK viewers during commercial breaks, while 
the Singapore presenter goes on to present Asia Business Report at the bottom of each 
hour. Sport Today follows at the quarter to the hour. During major events in North 
America the programme is also presented from Washington. 


On occasion the programme is broadcast from other locations, such as in November 
2013 when Rico Hizon co-presented from Tacloban, Philippines following Typhoon 
Haiyan. In January 2014 for a while Sharma presented from Singapore and Hizon from 
London. Madera reported from Poland during 2015 election. During the last week of May 
2017 (week beginning 29 May 2017), the week had Hizon presenting from London and 
Sharanjit Leyl from Singapore. 


For a two-month period from February to April, Leyl presented Newsday from London, 
with Hizon or Oi in Singapore. This was due to Sharma being absent for this period of 
time, as she was writing a book. On Sharma’s return on 3 April, she announced that she 
will present from Singapore in a few weeks time. 


During coverage of continuous international events, such as the Summer Olympics, the 
Newsday broadcasts may be presented by only a single presenter from the Singapore 
studio, rather than split broadcasting with a newsreader in the London studio. 


During September 2018 (week beginning 10 September 2018) the week had Hizon 
presenting in London and Sharanjit Leyl or Mariko Oi in Singapore 


Years Ee ee Current role 
Babita Main London presenter 


Sharma (Sunday-Wednesday) 


2011- | Kasia Head London presenter 
present | Madera (Thursday) 


: ; Head Singapore Sharanjit Main Singapore 
Rico Hizon 
presenter (Monday- Leyl presenter / producer 


Wednesday, alternative (Alternative 


Sunday/Thursday) Sunday/Thursday) 
Main Singapore 
Sharanjit | presenter / producer 
(Alternative 
Sunday/Thursday) 
Katty Kay 
Occasional Washington 
presenter 
Laura 
Trevelyan 
Ben Bland 
Relief London presenter 
Chris 
Rogers 
7012- Mariko Oi 
present i 
Relief 
Singapore 


: presenter 
2013- | Karishma 
present | Vaswani 
2014- |Alice Relief London presenter 
present | Baxter 


2015- | Phillippa 

present | Thomas 
Lebo 
Diseko 
Ben Bland 


Alpa Patel 

Karin 
AUE- Giannone 
present 

Nuala 

McGovern 


2017- Reged 
present | Ahmad 


Former Presenters[edit] 


2011- Adam 
2016 Parsons 


Relief London 
ee ae presenter 
Adnan 
Nawaz 
2013- 
2016 
Daniela 
Ritorto 
Ali Moore Relief Singapore 
presenter 
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Victoria Derbyshire 


Victoria Derbyshire titles 


Genre News and current affairs 
Created by BBC News 
Presented by Victoria Derbyshire 


Joanna Gosling 


Theme music David Lowe 


composer 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language( English 


s) 


Production 


location(s) 


Editor(s) 


Running time 


Original network 


Picture format 


Original release 


Preceded by 


Related shows 


Production 


Studio B, Broadcasting 


House, London 


Liz Gibbons (June 2018-present)"™ 
Louisa Compton (2015-June 


2018)” 


120 minutes (2015-2018) 
60 minutes (2018-present) 


Release 


BBC News 
BBC Two 


576i (16:9 SDTV) 
1080i (HDTV) 


7 April 2015 - 


present 


Chronology 


Victoria Derbyshire (BBC Radio 5 


Live) 


BBC Breakfast 

BBC News at One 
BBC News at Six 
BBC News at Ten 
BBC Weekend News 
Outside Source 


World News Today 


External links 


Website 


Victoria Derbyshire is a BAFTA award winning! weekday current affairs programme 
which began simulcast airing on 7 April 2015 on BBC Two and the BBC News Channel; 
“ its remit is original stories, exclusive interviews and audience debates. The show is 
mainly hosted by the journalist of the same name. 


It also acts as a showcase for BBC journalism using reports and interviews by BBC 
Nations and Regions, BBC World Service, language services and other programmes such 
as Newsnight, World News Today and Global, plus the BBC Online teams such as BBC 
Trending and BBC Pop Up. Occasionally the uncut versions of interviews are aired as 
well, in this case they are taken in place of HARDta/k and aired by BBC World News as 
well. 


The show is broadcast live on BBC Two and BBC News every weekday from 10:00am to 
11:00am. Until 2018, it used to be broadcast 9:00am to 11:00am. It's episodes are 
available to watch for 30 days on the BBC iPlayer catch-up service. 


Presenters[edit] 
Year 
S Presenter Current role 


2015 | Victoria 


Š DE Main presenter, Mon-Thurs 


ae Joanna Gosling | Friday (alt) & Main Relief 
cas Chloe Tilley Friday presenter (alt) 
aie Annita McVeigh | Newsreader Tues-Fri 
2019 Newsreader Mon, Relief 


Carrie Gracie 
2 < Newsreader 


2015 Norman Smith Relief Presenter, Deputy Political 
- ar Editor 
ae Tina Daheley 
ae Matt Barbet 
Relief presenter 
gree Riz Lateef 
aad Samira Ahmed 
Oat Victoria Fritz 


Paa Julian Worricker 
uy Martine Croxall 
Relief presenter and newsreader 
ni Matthew Price 
2017 | Reeta 
= Chakrabarti 


2016 Relief newsreader 
Rebecca Jones 


Rachel Schofield 


2018 Carole Walker 


ae Vicki Young 


When Derbyshire is away (on leave, on an assignment, or elsewhere), the titles say 
'with' the stand-in presenter. 


Former presenters[edit] 


e Jane Hill, Relief Presenter 2015-2016 
e Naga Munchetty, Relief Presenter 2015 
e Maxine Mawhinney, Relief Newsreader 2016-2017 


Reporters/segment presenters[edit] 
e Aaron Heslehurst (Business) e Katherine Downes (Sport) 
e Ore Oduba (Sport) e Carol Kirkwood (Weather) 


e Benjamin Zand (Also film producer, 
Editor of BBC Pop Up) 


Controversies[edit] 


An episode of the Victoria Derbyshire show broadcast on 22 May 2015 featured an 
interview with Lisa Longstaff from the organisation Women Against Rape. During the 
broadcast, Longstaff made reference to the case of Eleanor de Freitas, a woman who 
had falsely alleged she had been raped and committed suicide while on trial for 
perverting the course of justice as a result of her false allegation. Longstaff twice 
wrongly referred to the victim of de Freitas' false allegations as a "rapist", with this 
smear unchallenged by interviewee Joanna Gosling. The BBC later issued an apology for 
any distress they'd caused as a result of the broadcast. 


Awards[edit] 


In 2015, Derbyshire was nominated for RTS Presenter of the Year along with Zand who 
was nominated in the Young Talent category which Zand won. Derbyshire won 
Broadcaster of the Year at the PinkNews Awards in 2015 and 2016.“ In 2017, the 
programme won a BAFTA for its coverage of former footballers who had been sexually 
abused. 
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BBC Newsroom Live 


New 
LIV 


Current programme titles 
Created by BBC News 
Presented by Joanna Gosling 
Carrie Gracie 


Annita McVeigh 


Theme music David Lowe 


composer 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language English 
(s) 


Production 
Production Studio E, Broadcasting 
location(s) House, London 2016-present 
Camera setup Multi-camera setup 
Running time 2 Hours 
Release 


Original network BBC Two 
BBC News 


Picture format 576i (16:9 SDTV) 
1080i (HDTV) 


Original release 21 March 2016 - 


present 


Chronology 


Preceded by BBC News Channel 
BBC World News 


Related shows BBC Breakfast 
BBC News at One 
BBC News at Five 
BBC News at Six 


BBC News at Ten 


BBC Weekend News 


BBC Newsroom Live is a news and current affairs programme broadcast on the BBC 
News Channel and BBC Two. It is broadcast from 11:00-13:00 and is followed by 

the BBC News at One usually with Sophie Raworth or Kate Silverton. The first 
programme was broadcast on the BBC News Channel on 21 March 2016 presented 

by Joanna Gosling. The main presenters include Gosling, Annita McVeigh and Carrie 
Gracie. Relief presenters include Reeta Chakrabarti and Julian Worricker. The 
programme's motto is "Stay up to date on the day's top stories, with the latest breaking 


news as it happens." m21 


Presenters[edit] 


Years 


Presenter 


Current role 


2016- 
present 
2019- 
present 
2016- 
present 


oanna Goslin 


Carrie Gracie 


Annita McVeigh 


Main presenter (Monday- 
Thursday) 


Friday alternate presenter, main 
cover 


Friday alternate presenter, main 
cover 


2016- 
present 
2016- 
present 


2016- 
present 


Julian Worricker 


Ben Brown 
Rebecca Jones 


2016- 


Rachel | 


Relief presenter 


pret Schofield 
mE Martine Croxall 
present Chakrabarti 


Former presenters[edit] 


Maxine Mawhinney (relief 2016-2017) 
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Beyond 100 Days 


Also known as 100 Days 
(January 2017 - April 2017) 
100 Days+ 


(May 2017 - July 2017) 
Created by BBC World News 
Presented by Katty Kay 

Christian Fraser 


Michelle Fleury 


Country of origin United States 


United Kingdom 


Original language( English 


s) 

Production 
Production BBC Studio, Washington D.C. 
location(s) Studio C, Broadcasting 


House, London 


Running time 56 minutes 
(BBC News & BBC World News) 
26 minutes 


(BBC Four & PBS) 


Release 


Original network BBC World News 
BBC News Channel 
BBC Four 


Picture format HDTV 1080i 


Original release January 23, 2017™ - 


present 


Chronology 


Related shows BBC World News 
BBC World News America 
Newsday 
GMT 
Impact 
Global 
World News Today 
Outside Source 


Focus on Africa 


External links 


Beyond 100 Days 


Beyond 100 Days, previously known as 100 Days and 100 Days+, is a current 
affairs programme that has aired on BBC World News since the inauguration of 
President Donald Trump. It focuses on the current US Administration, global 

politics, Brexit and news from around the world with attempted punches of irreverent 


wit and fun. The programme is presented by Katty Kay live from Washington 
and Christian Fraser live from London. 


Fraser occasionally presents from Brussels (during European Council meetings) and also 
presented from the BBC Singapore Studio for a week during the 2018 North Korea- 
United States summit. Kay and Fraser presented from London and Windsor for a week in 
May 2018 during the wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle. 


History[edit] 


The programme debuted in 2017 as 100 Days and aired daily to document the first one 
hundred days of US president Donald Trump in administration. After the first 100 days 
of President Trump's presidency passed, the programme continued; it was briefly 
called 100 Days+# before it was launched in September 2017 as Beyond 100 Days in 
the same timeslot Monday to Thursday right after Focus on Africa and BBC News at Six. 
“1 Beyond 100 Days was originally an edition of World News Today. 


The programme also airs on other networks. It premiered on 2 January 2018 on PBS 
stations in the United States. It appears that it has been cancelled on PBS after the 
introduction of an hour long Amanpour & Company program debuted the week of 
September 10, 2018. It also airs on BBC Four. 


Beyond 100 Days doesn't air for four weeks in August and for two weeks in December 
when Westminster and Congress are in recess; it is replaced with an edition of World 
News Today. Beyond 100 Days is one of few BBC News programmes which is available 
on BBC iPlayer for more than 24 hours domestically. 


In late August to December 2019”, Kay moved to Senegal with her family to write her 
latest book. Michelle Fleury has been the main stand-in Washington anchor during this 
period. 


Format([edit] 


Beyond 100 Days is an hour-long programme, traditionally airing at 19:00 GMT 
weekdays on the BBC News Channel in the UK, and at 14:00 EST weekdays on BBC 
World News. Until mid-2019, every episode was opened by Katty Kay who introduced 
herself and then introduced Christian Fraser before reading the headlines. Kay's 
memorable opening was repeated in the programme through all of those broadcasts: 


Hello, I'm Katty Kay in Washington, Christian Fraser is in 
London. 


Interviews are carried out both in the Washington studio and the London studio, with 
Kay and Fraser contributing to each other's interviews over the speaker. Regular 
contributors to the programme include Ron Christie,“ a Republican strategist who 
served as a former adviser to George W. Bush, BBC North America editor and relief 
presenter Jon Sopel, deputy UK political editor John Pienaar and political correspondents 
Rajini Vaidyanathan (Washington), Adam Fleming (Brussels) and lain Watson 
(Westminster). 


Presenters[edit] 
Current[edit] 


Presenter Current role 


awa 


Christian Fraser 


Main 
presenter 


Celia Hatton Relief 
presenter 
Clive Myrie 


Jon Sopel 
peos | 
2017- 


present 


Nuala McGovern 


Matthew Price 


Michelle Fleury 


Rajini 
Vaidyanathan 


Rob Watson 


Tim Willcox 


2019- 
present 


David Eades 


James Reynolds 
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Politics Live 


Hoes 


politics live 


Genre 


Presented by 


Country of origin 


Original language( 


s) 


No. of episodes 


Production 


location(s) 


Running time 


Original network 


Original release 


Politics 


Current affairs 


Jo Coburn 


Andrew Neil 


United Kingdom 


English 


24 (as of 20 May 2019) 


Production 


BBC Millbank (Monday-Friday) 


Palace of Westminster (Weds 


PMQs) 


45-105 minutes 


BBC Two 


3 September 2018 - 


present 


Chronology 
Preceded by Daily Politics 


Related shows This Week 


Politics Live is a BBC Television political programme which launched on 3 September 
2018. It is presented by Andrew Neil and Jo Coburn. The series replaces the Daily 
Politics which ran in the same time-slot until July 2018. In the announcement, the BBC 
stated that the new series "will offer viewers a fast-moving, conversational show, 
featuring a blend of political interviews, discussion and video content designed to be 
shared digitally, ensuring Politics Live connects with the lives of people around the 
country."™ Coburn and Neil include live coverage of Prime Minister's Questions. 


The show is not broadcast during weekends, Christmas and New 
year holidays, Easter holidays, and summer holidays. It can also be absent 
when parliament is not in session or when there's a Queen's Speech. 


Special broadcasts[edit] 


e Tuesday 15 January 2019 — MPs vote on Theresa May’s Brexit deal 

e Friday 24 May 2019 - MPs Vote 256 MPs on Theresa May of Brexit deal the May 23st 
of America Britain Bank. 

e Monday 20 May, Tuesday 21 May, Thursday 22 May Friday 23 May and Friday 24 
May The Debate the European election. The Prime Minister And MPs see what of 
Vote of 24 May of Vote Day of European Election and Brexit Vote Day. The Prime 
Minister Deal with Debate of Brexit MPs and Prime Minister Theresa May. 


Journalists[edit] 
This list is incomplete; you can help by expanding it. 


e Elizabeth Glinka, Political Correspondent 

e Chris Mason, Political Correspondent 

e Adam Fleming, Brussels reporter 

e Laura Kuenssberg, Political Editor (appears on Wednesdays for PMQs) 
e John Pienaar, Deputy Political Editor 


See also[edit] 
EIGEBBC portal 


e This Week 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "BBC announces changes to political programming - Media Centre". www.bbc.co.uk. 12 
July 2018. Retrieved 9 August 2018. 


External links[edit] 


e Politics Live at BBC Programmes 
e Politics Live on IMDb 


Africa Business Report 
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This article needs additional citations 

for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 
AN citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 
$ => challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "Africa Business 


Report" - news " newspapers = books = scholar = JSTOR (February 
2019) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Africa Business Report 


SN 


BUSINESS REPORT E 


Final titles used from October 2013 - May 2018 


Created by BBC World News 


Presented by Lerato Mbele (since 2013 relaunch) 


Tomi Oladipo 


Country of South Africa 


origin 


Original langua English 


ge(s) 

Production 
Production Johannesburg (primarily) with shots 
location(s) from other locations 


Running time 20 minutes 


Release 
Original BBC World News 
network BBC News 


Picture format 576i (16:9 SDTV) 
1080i (HDTV) 


Original release 2009 - 


25 May 2018 


Chronology 


Related shows World Business Report 
Middle East Business Report 
India Business Report 
Asia Business Report 
Business Edition 


Focus on Africa 


Africa Business Report was a business news programme produced by the BBC and is 
shown on BBC World News. This programme was launched in 2009 as a monthly half- 
hour programme presented by Komla Dumor. Following a hiatus in 2011, the 
programme was relaunched on 5 October 2013 and is now aired worldwide as a weekly 
20-minute programme. The program aired its final episode on 25 May 2018." The 
programme, which utilises correspondents located throughout the continent, is 
described by BBC World News as: 


"A look at business across the continent. We talk to the people and businesses 
who are changing the economic face of Africa. BBC correspondents within each 
country will report on the growing trends and latest business developments and 
give an insight into this diverse continent." 


The newly launched programme is now hosted by Lerato Mbele, whereas previous 
host Komla Dumor was then host of Focus on Africa. 


Presenters[edit] 


E Presenter 
Mbele 


ReferencesSiedit] 


1. ^ "BBC World News - Africa Business Report - Next on". Bbc.co.uk. Retrieved 25 
February 2019. 
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Asia Business Report 


BUSINESS REPORT 


Created by BBC World News 


Presented by Rico Hizon 


Sharanjit Leyl 


Ali Moore 


Country of origin Singapore 


Original language(s) English 


Production 


Production location(s) Singapore 


Running time 15 minutes 


Original network BBC World News 


BBC News 


BBC One 


Picture format 576i (16:9 SDTV) 
1080i (HDTV) 


‘Original release 2003 - 


present 


Chronology 


Related shows Newsday 


World Business Report 
Middle East Business Report 
Africa Business Report 

India Business Report 


Business Edition 


Asia Business Report is a business news programme produced by the BBC and is 
shown on BBC World News during the Asian morning hours. This programme used to be 
available exclusively in Asia-Pacific, South Asia and Middle East but, as of a 1 February 
2010 revamp, is aired worldwide. It is also currently aired on the UK's domestic BBC 
News and BBC One channel three times daily in the early hours of the morning as part 
of the Newsday programme. 


It is broadcast from the BBC's bureau which is in Singapore's central business district. 
The main presenters are Rico Hizon (Sundays-Wednesdays) and Sharanjit 
Leyl (Thursdays). 


Presenters[edit] 


Presenter Current role 


Main Presenter 


Rico Hizon (Sunday - Wednesday) 


Deputy Presenter 
Sharanjit Leyl (Thursday) 
Relief Presenter 


Ali Moore Relief Presenter 


Mariko Oi Relief Presenter 


Karishma 


: Relief Presenter 
Vaswani 


External links[edit] 


e Asia Business Report at BBC Programmes # (BBC World News) 
e Asia Business Report at BBC Online 


e BESBBC portal 
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BBC World News America 


OAG AMERICA 


Current BBC World News America title card. 


Genre News program 

Created by Garth Ancier 

Presented by Laura Trevelyan™ 
Katty Kay 


Jane O'Brien 


Rajini Vaidynathan 


Country of origin United States 


Original languag English 


e(s) 


Production 


Production Washington, D.C. 


location(s) 


Running time 30 - 60 minutes 


Production comp BBC News 


any(s) 


Distributor WETA-TV, Washington, D.C. 
(American public television 


distribution) 


Release 


Original network Worldwide: 
BBC World (2007-present) 
U.K.: 
BBC News (2006-) 
United States: 
PBS & select non-commercial 


educational stations (2007-present) 


Picture format 480i (SDTV), 
1080i (HDTV) 


Original release October 1, 2007 - 


present 


External links 


Website 


BBC World News America is a British/American current affairs news 

program produced by the British Broadcasting Corporation's BBC News division, which 
premiered on 1 October 2007. Produced out of the BBC's Washington, 

D.C. bureau, Katty Kay - who originally appeared on the program through her role as a 
Washington-based correspondent for BBC News - has served as the main presenter 
since 2011, replacing original co-anchor Matt Frei. 


The program is broadcast worldwide on BBC World News and, through an agreement 
with Washington's PBS member station, WETA-TV, is syndicated to PBS member stations 


and select non-commercial educational independent stations throughout the United 
States. Until June 2019, Los Angeles-based NCE station KCET handled this distribution. 


From its debut until 25 March 2011, the program originally maintained a one-hour 
format, airing as a simulcast on BBC America in the United States and BBC World 
internationally, with the first half-hour (on tape delay) being shown overnights on 

the BBC News Channel in the U.K. The program was reduced to a half-hour broadcast on 
28 March 2011, and was removed from BBC America. On 31 October 2016, the 
program returned to the BBC News Channel after a five-year absence, and currently airs 
on the channel at 21:30 GMT for one week in November and one week in March 
between when the clocks change in the UK and the US." 


From 11 June" to 26 July 2018" Monday — Thursday (when BST is in effect), the 
program temporarily aired the first half-hour edition for viewers around the world 
(except for North and South America where the full hour edition is being broadcast). 
51 Then from August 2018, the usual full hour was returned."! 


Special broadcasts[edit] 


In some instances, this program has been cut off on its hour broadcast to a few snippets 
because of a breaking news broadcast (e.g: 2007 Karachi bombing). But in the case of 
the 2008 US Election primaries & caucus, the program has been extended to 3 hours 
(e.g.: 2008 lowa Caucus) and even up to 6 hours (e.g: 2008 Super Tuesday) and only 
being presented by one host. BBC World News America also covered the three 
presidential and the only vice-presidential debates. 


Presenters[edit] 


Current 


Presenter 
Role 


201?- Rajini 
present Vaidyanathan 


2017- 
pa fe j 
Laura Trevelyan |Main Presenter 


Jane O'Brien 


Katty Kay is currently the main presenter. Laura Trevelyan also regularly presents the 
programme. 


Former presenters[edit] 


e Matt Frei (main presenter, 2007-12) 
e Philippa Thomas (relief presenter, 2007-09) 


Awards[edit] 


Tony Jolliffe, Melanie Marshall, Lyse Doucet and Shoaib Sharifi in 2010, at the 69th Annual 
Peabody Awards for Where Giving Life is a Death Sentence 


BBC World News America has won several Peabody Awards. It won one in 2007 

for White Horse Village. In 2010, BBC World News America was a recipient of two 69th 
Annual Peabody Awards. One award was given to the program, calling it a "Unique 
Broadcast, Unique Perspective", which was described as "A nightly newscast like none 
the United States has ever had, it places our actions and concerns in a global 
context."2224 The second award was for the report Where Giving Life is a Death 
Sentence.“21 The program won another Peabody Award in 2014 "for dedicating the 
necessary resources and risking their lives to give the world an up-close look at the 
horrors of the Syrian conflict" in Inside Syria's War." 


References[edit] 
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External links[edit] 


e BBC World News America at BBC Programmes # 

o BBC World News America (BBC News, 2007-2011) 

o BBC World News America at BBC Online (2007-2012) 
e BBC World News America at BBC America 
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The Bottom Line (radio programme) 
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The Bottom Line is a business discussion programme broadcast in the UK on BBC 
Radio 4 and the BBC News Channel, and internationally on the BBC World 

Service and BBC World News. It is a co-production between BBC News and The Open 
University. 


History[edit] 


The programme began in 2006 and is presented by the BBC's former Economics Editor 
and Today Programme presenter, Evan Davis. It is produced by the BBC's Radio Current 
Affairs department. As of September 2013 it runs 26 weeks of the year in three series, 
at 8.30 pm on Thursdays on Radio 4, with a repeat at 5.30 pm on Saturdays. Starting in 
February 2009 the radio version of the programme was also broadcast on BBC World 
Service radio. 


Format[edit] 


The programme is a studio discussion which generally includes three or four business 
leaders or entrepreneurs talking about business issues in response to five or six topical 
questions put to the group by the presenter. 


Television[edit] 


Launched on 14 February 2009, a television recording of the show airs on Saturday and 
Sunday evenings at 9.30 pm on the BBC News Channel. 


See also[edit] 
EIEISBBC portal 


e /n Business, also on Radio 4 
e Working Lunch, on BBC2 


External links[edit] 


e The Bottom Line at BBC Programmes # 


e Video clips at the Open University 
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Brexitcast 


Opening titles 


Presented by Laura Kuenssberg 
Katya Adler 
Adam Fleming 
Chris Mason 
Country of origin United Kingdom 
Original language(s) English 


Production 


Executive producer( Rob Burley 


s) 


Editor(s) Dino Sofos 


Release 


Original network BBC One 


Original release 12 September 2019 (television) 


Brexitcast is a British podcast and television programme produced by BBC Radio 5 
Live and BBC News. Launched as a podcast in June 2017, replacing Electioncast which 
had started in May 2017 to cover the 2017 general election, it was announced in June 
2019 that Brexitcast had been commissioned as a television programme for BBC One. It 
was the first BBC podcast to be commissioned for television. E/ectioncast returned as a 
daily version of the podcast for the 2019 general election. 


Overview[edit] 


Recorded on a weekly basis, the podcast takes a look at issues relating to Brexit, the 
term for the United Kingdom's withdrawal from the European Union, explaining the 
subject to listeners in an informative but light-hearted fashion. The series styles itself as 
providing its audience with "geeky Brexit gossip". The podcast is presented by BBC 
political editor Laura Kuenssberg, Europe editor Katya Adler, Europe 

correspondent Adam Fleming, and political correspondent Chris Mason.“ 


The televised edition is recorded on the day of broadcast, before being transmitted later 
that evening. It is aired on the BBC News Channel at 9.30pm, before being repeated 
on BBC One at 11.35pm."! 


History[edit] 
Podcast[edit] 


Brexitcast was launched in June 2017 as a podcast, replacing E/ectioncast which had 
started on 8 May 2017 to cover the 2017 general election. It is available to download 
from the BBC Sounds app and also aired on BBC Radio 5 Live. The first episode 

of Brexitcast was released on 19 June 2017 after the conclusion of the 2017 general 
election. 


In May 2019, Brexitcast was the recipient of the Listeners’ Choice Award at the British 
Podcast Awards. 51s! 


Television series[edit] 


On 13 June 2019, the BBC announced that it would be produced as a television 
programme for BBC One, launching in September. Brexitcast airs in a late-night 
Thursday slot after Question Time, and replaced This Week, which ended after sixteen 
years on air following presenter Andrew Neil's decision to leave the series.” It was also 
confirmed that Brex/tcast would continue to be available as a downloadable podcast, 
with extra editions recorded to coincide with significant events. Brexitcast is the first 
BBC podcast to be commissioned as a television programme, and follows other podcasts 
such as The Ricky Gervais Show and My Dad Wrote a Porno in making the transition to 
screen, 


The first televised edition of Brexitcast was aired on 12 September 2019, debuting 

firstly on the BBC News Channel at 9.30, before being shown on BBC One at 11.35pm. 
The first edition was watched by an average one million viewers.“ On 10 October, the 
journalist and musician Rhodri Marsden appeared as a guest on the programme where 


he debuted tracks from his Brexit-inspired disco concept album The Hustle. It then 
appeared on the iTunes UK Album Chart, where it quickly began to outsell ABBA Gold. 


Electioncast returned at the start of the campaign for the 2019 United Kingdom general 


election. Presented by the Brexitcast team, Electioncast airs on the BBC News 
Channel at 21:30 as well as in the same podcast feed as Brexitcast every weekday for 
the duration of the election, except for Thursdays when Brexitcast airs as normal.2” 
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For other uses, see Broadcasting House (disambiguation). 
Broadcasting House 
[Other names BH 
Genre Current affairs 


Running time 54 minutes 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Language(s) English 
Home station BBC Radio 4 
Hosted by Eddie Mair 1998-2003 


Fi Glover 2003-2006 
Paddy O'Connell 2006-present 


Edited by Joanna Carr 
Original release 1998 - present 
Website www.bbc.co.uk/bh 


Podcast Downloads and Podcast 


Broadcasting House is a current affairs programme on BBC Radio 4, presented 
by Paddy O'Connell. It is broadcast every Sunday between 9 am and 10 am. 


Broadcasting House or BH was launched in 1998. 


There used to be a weekly quiz, with a cryptic sound clue pointing to a news event in 
the last week. The prize was a spoon, originally a Jam Spoon but then replaced by a 
Honey Spoon. The programme made frequent visits to the BH beehive based in 
southwest London. The competition was nominated for a Sony Award in 2007. 


More serious features include the headlines and current affairs sections, which look at 
the background to recent news stories. There is also a review of the Sunday papers with 
guest reviewers. The BBC newsreaders work on a five-week rotation and are as 

follows: Chris Aldridge, Corrie Corfield, Neil Sleat, Zeb Soanes and Diana Speed. 


Broadcasting House's original presenter was Eddie Mair who left the programme on 
becoming the regular sole presenter of PM in 2003. After a period with no regular 
presenter, Fi Glover replaced Mair at the beginning of 2004. Matthew Bannister was the 
first stand-in presenter when Glover went on maternity leave, but on gaining his own 
new obituary strand on Radio 4, Last Word, most editions of BH in the spring/summer of 
2006 were presented by Working Lunch and BBC Three presenter Paddy O'Connell. 
Glover did not return, instead taking on the Saturday 9 am slot with Saturday Live, and 
on 30 August 2006, O'Connell was named as the new regular host of BH. 


External links[edit] 


e Rumsfeld's Soundbite of the Week 


e Broadcasting House 


Business Daily 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


This article is about BBC news programme. For the TV programme, see Business Daily 
(TV programme). For the newspaper published in Kenya, see Business Daily Africa. 


Business Daily 
Genre News, current events, and business 
Running time 26.5 minutes 


Country of United Kingdom 


origin 


Language(s) English 


Home station BBC World Service 


Recording Broadcasting House 


studio 


Website https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/ 


pOO2vsxs 


Business Daily is BBC World Service's weekday international business news 
programme, which broadcasts from 8:32:30am to 8:59:00am UK time. It consists of a 
round up of business news around the world with international interviews and in-depth 
reports. The programme comes live from Broadcasting House in London. ™ 


Presenters[edit] 
Current[edit] 


Years Presenter Current role 


?- Manuela 

present |Saragosa 

Main 
presenters 


2- 
present 


Ed Butler 


See also[edit] 


EIGSBBC portal 


e BBC World Service, the home of Business Daily 
e BBC News 


References[edit] 


1. ^ http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p002vsxs 
External links[edit] 


e Business Daily at BBC Programmes # 
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For Click's sister radio show on BBC World Service, see Click (radio programme). For the 
Philippine TV series of the same name, see Click (Philippine TV series). 


Click 


Also known as Click Online (2000-2005) 


Presented by Spencer Kelly 


Country of origin United Kingdom 

No. of episodes 1000 (as of 6 July 2019) 
Production 

Running time 30 minutes (approx.) 


Production company(s) BBC News 
Release 
Original network BBC News 
BBC World News 


BBC Two 


Picture format 1080i (16:9 HDTV) 


(Downscaled to 576i for SDTV) 


Original release 2000 - 
present 
Chronology 
Related shows Click (radio programme) 


External links 


Website 


Click (formerly Click Online) is a weekly BBC television programme covering 
technology news and recent developments in the world of technology and the Internet, 
presented by Spencer Kelly. 


Since its debut on April 2000, it has premiered a brand new episode every single week, 
marking its 1,000th episode of on 6 July 2019." 


Format([edit] 


Each episode is introduced by the host Spencer Kelly and features reports about 
technology developments all over the world by its group of BBC contributors. Reports 
cover a variety of tech subjects, including consumer technologies and issues, social 
impact of emerging technologies, video games, and innovations in mobile tech. 


The show currently features a "Week in Tech" segment, compiling the week's biggest 
news in the technology area. 


The programme included Webscape, a closing segment hosted by Kate 
Russell recommending new and useful websites. This segment was dropped but Kate 
continues doing general reporting for the show. 


There are different editions of the programme broadcast, two 30-minute programmes: 
(shown on BBC News), a global edition (BBC World News), and a 15-minute version (BBC 
One and BBC News during BBC Breakfast). A 4-minute version also appears on BBC 
World News at selected times of the week. 


BBC World Service broadcasts a weekly sister radio show, also called Click, presented 
by Gareth Mitchell and Bill Thompson. 


Local versions[edit] 


Persian-speakers can also watch BBC Persian Click online and on BBC Persian TV 
presented by Nima Akbarpour.2 Further local versions are due to launch from Autumn 
2018, including Click Tamil in October 2018, with the aim of having the show broadcast 
in up to 20 languages.“ 


History[edit] 


The show started as Click Online on April of 2000, hosted by Stephen Cole, and featured 
reports focused on the rise of the Internet and related technologies.“ Thursday, 29 
December 2005 marked the last edition of Click Online, as the show was previously 
known, coinciding with the departure of Stephen Cole after 295 shows. The programme 
was thereafter renamed Click, with new music and titles, and with Spencer Kelly as new 
host. Since then it has expanded its "online" focus, now featuring reports on technology 
developments from all over the world. 


Episode 774 was the world's first programme to be shot and edited entirely on mobile 
devices. 


The 12 March 2016 programme (#827) was broadcast in 360-degrees, and is the first 
entire episode of a TV programme to be broadcast as such. 


On July 6th 2019, the show's 1000th episode premiered, and consisted of an interactive 
episode where viewers could decide what to watch next.4 


Botnet controversy[edit] 


In 2009 the show and the BBC produced some controversy when it aired a special 
episode highlighting the dangers of botnets and how easy it was to get caught in one. 
The show bought control of a botnet of some 22,000 infected computers (for "a few 
thousand dollars")= from a Russian hacker, and used it to send spam to an email 
address set up for the experiment and to perform a Distributed Denial of Service (DDoS) 


attack on a website set up by Prev-X (an internet security company that provided 
technical support for the show). After the programme was made the computers on the 
botnet were sent a piece of software to remove the malware and a warning was sent to 
them telling the users what had happened and that they were vulnerable. 


The response was mixed with the show receiving many emails both for and against the 
programme along with some negative press.“ The BBC was criticized by some legal 
consulting organizations as well as computer security companies. Computer security 
expert and senior technology consultant at Sophos, Graham Cluley, asked in his blog 
whether the BBC was breaking the Computer Misuse Act - which makes it an offense in 
the UK to access or modify a third-party computer without the owner's consent. 

tı However internet security commentator Melih Abdulhayoglu, founder of international 
computer security company Comodo Group, made a video in support of the BBC.& Click 
rebutted criticisms by stating in its Twitter posts that: 


We would not put out a show like this one without having taken 
legal advice. 


State interference in Wikipedia[edit] 


A programme episode released on 6 October 2019 discussed Wikipedia and the 
manipulation of articles by state actors that would show their state in a better light. The 
main subject of the episode was the relationship between the controlling states of China 
(PRC) and Taiwan (ROC) and how bad actors from China had manipulated Wikipedia 
with hundreds of thousands of edits. The episode showed that although these edits had 
occurred, they could not be proven to be from the PRC;42!758 similarly it was stated that 
many of the edits were either undone, reverted or corrected "back to their original state 
actually quite quickly" .22!10° 


Presenters[edit] 


The presenter of Click is Spencer Kelly, who had already been a reporter and producer 
on the show, and also compiled reports for The Gadget Show on Channel 5. Kate 
Russell introduced featured websites in the weekly Webscape segment and now does 
general reporting. Other reporters include Dan Simmons, Lara Lewington, LJ Rich, Paul 
Carter, Jen Copestake, Marc Cieslak, Nick Kwek, Sumi Das,“2! and Kate Russell.24! 


Previous presenters of the show include Stephen Cole who left the BBC to work for AlL 
Jazeera International. 


Other BBC journalists occasionally present segments of the programme as well.22 
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^ Jump up to:? £ ¢ 4 Click 1000 - The Future of Television, retrieved 8 July 2019 
^ “About the programme". BBC News. 23 July 2010. Retrieved 5 March 2013. 

* Click - Live in India, retrieved 22 September 2018 

* https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-35787139 

^ "Gaining access to a hacker's world". BBC News. 13 March 2009. Retrieved 5 
March2013. 


^ Jump up to:2 2 Mills, Elinor (12 March 2009). "BBC buys, uses botnet to show dangers to 
PCs". CNET News. Retrieved 5 March 2013. 


oe O 


a 


7. ^ Leyden, John (16 March 2009). "BBC Click paid cybercrooks to buy botnet". The 
Register. Retrieved 5 March 2013. 

8. ^ "BBC cybercrime probe backfires". Stuff.co.nz. 16 March 2009. Retrieved 5 March2013. 

9. ^ "Did BBC break the law by using a botnet to send spam?". Naked Security. Sophos. 12 
March 2009. Retrieved 5 March 2013. 

10. ^ "Well Done, BBC". YouTube. 16 March 2009. Retrieved 5 March 2013. 

11. ^ "BBC Click". Twitter. Retrieved 5 March 2013. 

12. ^ Jump up to:? £ “Click - short edition" (Video (online)). Click (2019-10-05). BBC. BBC 
News. Retrieved 11 October 2019. and do in fact return many of the edits we saw, at 
least, back to their original state actually quite quickly 

13. ^ "Sumi Das | BBC Journalist | Muck Rack". muckrack.com. Retrieved 27 September2017. 

14. ^ "Inspirational Woman: Kate Russell | TV Presenter | BBC Click - WeAreTheCity | 
Information, Networking, jobs & events for women". WeAreTheCity.com. 2 February 
2015. Retrieved 25 September 2017. 

15. ^ "About Click". BBC News. 6 January 2006. Retrieved 5 March 2013. 


External links[edit] 


e Click at BBC Online 
e Click at BBC Programmes 


Dateline London 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


Dateline London 


Created by BBC News 


Presented by Current: 
Carrie Gracie 
Jane Hill 


Shaun Ley 


Former: 


Charles Wheeler 


Gavin Esler 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language(s) English 


Production 


Production location(s) Studio E, Broadcasting House 


Editor(s) Nick Guthrie 


Running time 30 minutes 


Production company(s TV Talk 


) 


Release 


Original network BBC News 


BBC World News 


Picture format 576i (16:9 SDTV) 
1080i (HDTV) 
Original release 1996 - 
present 


External links 


Dateline London 


Dateline London is a weekly news discussion programme. 


Each week, a panel of four leading journalists, lecturers, and commentators, discuss top 
news Stories from an international perspective. 


Hostsl[edit] 


Dateline London was first hosted by Charles Wheeler, and subsequently by Gavin 
Esler. Shaun Ley and Maxine Mawhinney all served as stand-in hosts during Esler's 
tenure. 


Esler hosted his final edition on 25 March 2017, and Mawhinney on 8 April 2017. Since 
15 April 2017, Dateline London was hosted on rotation by Jane Hill or Shaun Ley, 
while Carrie Gracie and Tim Willcox provided occasional cover. 


Since January 2019, Carrie Gracie has presented most Dateline London broadcasts since 
her return from paid leave in mid-2018. 


Regular panelists[edit] 


e David Aaronovitch is an Orwell Prize winning journalist 

e Yasmin Alibhai-Brown is an Orwell Prize winning journalist 

e Mina Al-Oraibi is editor-in-chief at The National 

e Abdel Bari Atwan of Ra/-a/-Youm 

e Stephanie Baker of Bloomberg 

e Stefanie Bolzen of Die Welt 

e Henry Chu of Variety 

e Janet Daley of The Daily Telegraph 

e Alex Deane is a political commentator 

e John Fisher Burns is a Pulitzer Prize winning journalist 

e Eunice Goes is a writer and lecturer 

e Michael Goldfarb is a journalist and author 

e Johan Hari is a journalist 

e Owen Jones is a journalist, author, and commentator 

e Mustapha Karkouti is a freelance journalist 

e Gregory Katz of Associated Press 

e Thomas Kielinger is a Theodor Wolff Prize winning journalist and the London 
correspondent for Die Welt 

e Jeffrey Kofman is an Emmy Award winning journalist and lecturer 

e Laura Lynch is a Canadian writer and broadcaster 

e Suzanne Lynch of The Irish Times 

e Vincent Magombe is a journalist and analyst 

e Nesrine Malik is a Sudanese writer 

e Maria Margaronis of The Nation 

e lain Martin is a journalist and author 

e Jef McAllister is a journalist and lawyer 

e Stryker McGuire of Bloomberg 

e Alexander Nekrassov is a Russian journalist 

e Brian O'Connell is a journalist and communications advisor 

e Annalisa Piras is an Italian writer and film maker 

e Agnès Poirier is a journalist, writer, and broadcaster 

e Nabila Ramdani is a journalist, writer, and broadcaster 

e Steve Richards is a political writer and broadcaster 

e Marc Roche of Le Monde 


e Jonathan Sacerdoti is a journalist, political commentator and foreign correspondent 
e Shahed Sadullah is the former editor of the Pakistani daily The News in London 

e Rachel Shabi is a journalist and author 

e Ned Temko is a political commentator 

e Polly Toynbee is an Orwell Prize winning journalist at The Guardian 


References 


The Film Review 
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The Film Review 


WRA review 
F 


Also known as Film 24 (until 2013) 
Presented by Current: 
Jane Hill (2017-) 
Former: 
Gavin Esler 


Stand-in Presenters: 
Ben Brown 

Christian Fraser 

Simon McCoy 


Julian Worricker 


Starring Film Critic: 


Mark Kermode 


Country of origin 


Original language( 


s) 


Production 


location(s) 


Running time 


Original network 


Picture format 


Related shows 


Stand-in Critics: 
James King 
Antonia Quirke 
Anna Smith 


Jason Solomons 


United Kingdom 


English 


Production 


Studio C, Broadcasting 


House, London 


10 minutes 


Release 


BBC News 


576i (16:9 SDTV) 


Chronology 


BBC News at Five 
The Film Show 


External links 


The Film Review 


The Film Review (formerly Film 24) is a 10-minute film-related programme usually 
shown on BBC News each Friday evening at 5:45pm. It reviews three new films each 
week and is repeated several times during weekends. 


Jane Hill serves as the main host, and Mark Kermode as the regular film critic. 


The programme was renamed The Film Review on 22 March 2013, following BBC News 
24's rebranding to BBC News and its move to Broadcasting House. 


External links[edit] 


e The Film Review at BBC Programmes # 


Focus on Africa (TV programme) 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Jump to navigationJump to search 
Not be confused with the magazine Focus on Africa or the radio programme of 
the same name broadcast on the BBC World Service. 


{{Infobox television | show_name = Focus on Africa | image = Focus on africa 
screenshot.png | caption = | camera = | picture_format = HDTV 1080i | 

audio format = | runtime = 26 minutes | creator = BBC Africa for BBC World News | 
developer = | producer = | editor = Vera Kwakofi | presenter = Peter 

Okwoche<br Soohie Ikenye<br [[Komla Dumor (Former) 

Nancy Kacungira (Former) 

Lebo Diseko (Former) 

Lukwesa Burak | country = United Kingdom | location = Studio B, Broadcasting 
House, London | language = English | network = BBC World News | first_aired = 

18 June 2012 | last_aired = present | num_episodes = | preceded _by = | followed_by 
= | related = BBC World News 

BBC World News America 

Newsday 

GMT 

Impact 

Global 

World News Today 

Africa Business Report | website = https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/n13xtmgm | 
website title = Focus on Africa }} Focus on Africa is a BBC news programme 
broadcast on BBC World News globally and on local partner channels of the BBC in 
African countries.” The programme was presented by Komla Dumor each weekday 
from its inception until his death in January 2014.” The programme includes news, 
sport and business from across Africa and around the world. 


The programme was closely related to Dira ya Dunia, an African-focused programme 
broadcast on BBC Swahili; which noticeably used the same title sequence. 


Broadcasts[edit] 


Focus on Africa is aired from 17:30-18:00 GMT (18:30-19:00 BST in summer time) on 
weekdays on BBC World News. The programme also airs on affiliate networks across 
Africa who broadcast it as a prime time news programme. 


Presenters[edit] 
Current[edit] 


Years Presenter Current role 


Sophie Ikenye 
2012- 
present 

Peter Okwoche 
aaa Adnan Nawaz 

Relief Sport 

Piers Edwards | presenter 
ena Salim Kikeke 

Lebo Diseko Relief Presenter 


2017 Aane 
Kacungira 


Main Presenter 


Deputy Presenter 
Sports Presenter 


Former[edit] 


e Komla Dumor (Main presenter, 2012-2014) 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "Get the real news on Africa". lol.co.za. Retrieved 15 July 2012. 
2. ^ "BBC World TV's Komla Dumor dies at 41". BBC.co.uk. Retrieved 18 January 2014. 
3. ^ "BBC announces major new focus on Africa". BBC.co.uk. Retrieved 15 July 2012. 


e BOGBBC portal 


+ 


° Africa portal 


External links[edit] 


e Focus on Africa at BBC Programmes # (BBC World News) 
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From Our Own Correspondent 
Genre Current affairs 
Running time 23-30 minutes 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Language(s) English 
Home station BBC World Service 
BBC Radio 4 
Hosted by Kate Adie (BBC Radio 4) 


Pascale Harter (BBC World Service) 


Edited by Tony Grant 


Produced by Andrea Protheroe 


Recording studio Broadcasting House 


Original release 1955 - present 


Website World Service edition 


Radio 4 edition 


Podcast BBC podcast 


From Our Own Correspondent is a weekly BBC radio programme in which a number 
of BBC foreign correspondents deliver a sequence of short talks reflecting on current 
events and topical themes in the countries outside the UK in which they are based. 

1 The programme offers the BBC's correspondents around the world a chance to give a 
personal account of events from the epoch-making to the inconsequential. 


From Our Own Correspondent is broadcast in two editions - one on the BBC World 
Service and one on BBC Radio 4 - and the programme was one of the first to be made 
available by the BBC as a podcast. 


The programme was first commissioned in 1955. A book entitled From Our Own 
Correspondent: A celebration of 50 years of the BBC Radio Programme! was published 
in 2005 with a selection of the show's reports for each continent. 


Presenters[edit] 


The programme was, for many years, presented by the Radio 4 and World 
Service announcers as part of their duties, but is now fronted by former BBC 
correspondents: 


Current[edit] 


Years Presenter Current role 


1998- 
present 


Kate Adie BBC Radio 4 presenter 


2012- Pascale BBC World Service 
present Harter presenter 


Past[edit] 


e Alan Johnston - January 2008 - November 2011 (BBC World Service) 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Watching history unfold: editor Tony Grant reflects on five decades of news 
2. ^ Grant, Tony (ed.) (2005). From Our Own Correspondent: A Celebration of Fifty Years of 
the BBC Radio Programme. Profile Books. ISBN 1-86197-719-0. 


External links[edit] 


Wikimedia Commons 
e, has media related 


to From Our Own 


Correspondent. 


e Official website, World Service edition 
e Official website, Radio 4 edition 


Audio clips[edit] 


e justin Webb December 2007 
e Alan Johnston October 2007 
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Global 


Also known as Global with Jon Sopel 
(January 2013 - July 2014) 
Global with 
Matthew Amroliwala 


(Sept. 2014 - present) 


Created by BBC World News 
Presented by Matthew Amroliwala 
Tim Willcox 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language( English 
s) 


Production 


Production Studio B, Broadcasting 
location(s) House, London 
Running time 2 hours 

Release 


Original network BBC World News 


Original release 14 January 2013 - 


present 

Chronology 
Preceded by The Hub 
Related shows BBC World News 


BBC World News America 
Newsday 

GMT 

Impact 

Focus on Africa 


World News Today 


External links 


Global 


Global, styled also as Global with Matthew Amroliwala (as of 8 September 2014), is 
a news programme on BBC World News that premiered on 14 January 2013 with the 
relaunch of the channel from Broadcasting House." The programme was hosted initially 
by Jon Sopel who joined the channel from the domestic BBC News channel. Sopel 
regularly presented the programme on location around the world and in this case it is 
broadcast in part on the BBC News channel. Sopel was promoted to North America 
Editor in 2014, and was succeeded in September by Matthew Amroliwala. 


Global replaced The Hub, which originally was an edition of World News Today and 
served as a news ‘nerve centre’ for South Asia and the Middle East, providing both the 
headlines, and detailed analysis of the global news agenda. 


Schedule[edit] 


Global is aired from 16:00-17:45 and 18:00-18:15 GMT (17:00-18:45 and 19:00-19:15 
BST in summer time), Monday to Thursday on BBC World News, split in-between 
by Sport Today and usually followed by an edition of G/oba/ Business. 


Presenters[edit] 
Years Presenter Current role 
2014- Matthew . 
; Main Presenter 
present Amroliwala 
ANI Tim Willcox DERUY 
present Presenter 
David Eades 


Lucy Hockings 


2014- 7 ; Relief 
Karin Giannone 
present Presenter 


Philippa Thomas 


Kasia Madera 


2017- Samantha 
present Simmonds 


When Jon Sopel presented, the title sequence ends by stating 'Global with Jon Sopel'. 
However, when he does not, as he is often on assignment, the titles only show 'Global', 
regardless of the replacement presenter. This only happens if he isn't reporting from a 
location on a topic covered in the show. 


It was announced that Sopel will step down as presenter to become North America 
Editor;2 he presented his final episode on 17 July 2014.8 


Prior to Sopel's final episode, it was announced (on 8 July 2014) that BBC News 
Channel presenter Matthew Amroliwala will succeed Sopel in September 2014 as the 
main presenter.“ Amroliwala presented his first episode on 8 September 2014; and 
since the programme has been styled 'Global with Matthew Amroliwala'. 


Mirchandani resigned from the BBC in October 2014; he has since become the Senior 
Director of Communications at the Center for Global Development." 


Former presenters[edit] 


Years Presenter Previous role 
Jon Sopel Main Presenter 
Ros Atkins 
Bue ee 
2014 


Komla Dumor 


Rajesh Relief 
Mirchandani Presenter 
References[edit] 


1. ^ "BBC World News launches new studios, new programming and new presenters". BBC. 
8 January 2013. Retrieved 6 April 2013. 

2. ^ "BBC - BBC World News: Yalda Hakim joins Impact and Jon Sopel becomes the BBC's 
North America Editor - Media Centre". 

3. ^ "Jon Sopel on Twitter". 

4. ^ "BBC - Victoria Derbyshire to join BBC News Channel as Matthew Amroliwala moves to 


BBC World News - Media Centre". 
5. ^ "CGD Welcomes Rajesh Mirchandani as Senior Director of Communications and Policy 
Outreach". 


HIE BBC portal 


External links[edit] 


e Global with Matthew Amroliwala at BBC Programmes # (Current) 
o Global with Jon Sopel (2013-2014) 
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HARDtalk 


7ARDtaik 


Created by BBC News 


Presented by Current: 
Stephen Sackur 
Zeinab Badawi 
Sarah Montague 


Shaun Ley 
Former: 
Tim Sebastian 


(1997-2006) 


Theme music David Lowe 


composer 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original languag English 
e(s) 


Production 


Production Studio TC7, Television 


location(s) Centre (1997-2012) 


Editor(s) 


Running time 


Original network 


Picture format 


Original release 


Related shows 


Studios A and C on 
rotation, Broadcasting 


House (2012-) 


Carey Clark 


25 minutes 


Release 


BBC News 
BBC World News 
BBC World Service 


576i (16:9 SDTV) 
1080i (HDTV) 


31 March 1997 - 


present 


Chronology 


Any Answers? 

Any Questions? 

The Big Questions 
Dateline London 
HARDtalk Extra 
HARDtalk Extra Time 
Newsnight 


Question Time 


External links 


HARDtalk 


Hardtalk (styled as HARDtalk) is a BBC television and radio programme broadcast on 
the BBC News Channel, on BBC World News, and on BBC World Service. 


Broadcast times and days vary, depending on your broadcasting platform and 
your geographic location." HARDtal/k is also available on BBC iPlayer.” 


Format[edit] 
HARDtalk provides "in-depth interviews with hard-hitting questions and sensitive topics 


being covered as famous personalities from all walks of life talk about the highs and 
lows in their lives." 


Presenters and interviewees[edit] 


Stephen Sackur and Zeinab Badawi 


Presenters[edit] 


HARDtalk is predominantly presented by interviewer Stephen Sackur. Other presenters, 
include Zeinab Badawi and Sarah Montague. 


Tim Sebastian was at the presenting helm when the programme launched in March 
1997 Ja 


Selected interviewees[edit] 


e Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie! 
e Bertie Ahern”! 


Ayad Allawi% 

Isabel Allende” 

Anba Angaelos?! 

Maya Angelou”! 

Kofi Annan"! 

Vladimir Ashkenazy" 
Richard Attenborough"® 
Dimitris Avramopoulos”?! 
Roberto Azevédo"®! 
Dean Baquet®! 

Martin Baron?” 

Adama Barrow?!) 
Vicky Beeching?! 
Fatou Bensouda! 
Benazir Bhutto” 
Dustin Lance Black!" 
Sue Black!“ 

Hans Blix?” 

Dan Brown”?! 

Pascal Bruckner?” 
Tania Bruguera®”! 
Hugo Chavez?) 

Lee Child! 

Noam Chomsky"? 
Jonathan Coe! 

Paul Collier?! 

Michael Collins®® 
Patricia Cornwell&”) 
Jaap de Hoop Scheffer®*! 
Gilles de Kerchove!” 
F. W. de Klerk” 
Michaela DePrince’! 
Jennifer Doudna'! 
Elizabeth Eckford'?! 
James Ellroy™! 

Zineb El Rhazoui'! 
Mona Eltahawy"*! 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan”! 
Mohammed Fairouz“ 
Roger Federer“ 
Beatrice Fihn” 

Jane Fonda®! 

Vicente Fox!) 

William Frankland! 
Michael Frayns# 

Atul Gawande‘! 
Pinchas Goldschmidt" 
Mikhail Gorbachev®”! 


Al Gore!?! 

Pete Goss?! 

David Green!) 
Antonio Guterres® 
Roger Hallam’! 
Ramush Haradinaj©! 
Connie Hedegaard!! 
Seymour Hersh'®! 
Carl Hiaasen! 
Howard Jacobson’?! 
Wilko Johnson’! 
Angelina Jolie! 
Věra Jourova”®! 


Paul Kagame”#) 
Wanuri Kahiu!”2! 


Steve Keen”?! 

Uhuru Kenyatta!” 
Mahira Khan”®! 
Sherin Khankan!”®! 
Jamal Khashoggi!”” 
Bernice King'®! 
Naomi Klein’?! 

Mark Knopfler! 
Christine Lagarde!” 
Pascal Lamy'®?! 

Annie Lennox!) 

Baz Luhrmann! 
Thuli Madonsela®*! 
Pippa Malmgren®* 
Nelson Mandela?! 
Mira Marković!®®! 
Stanley A. McChrystal” 
lan McKellen 
Monica McWilliams? 
Mahathir Mohamad?! 
Alan Moore!??! 7 
Pierre Moscovici!” 
Robert Mugabe”?! 
Aimee Mullins’® 
Nadia Murad!” 

David Nott! 
Olusegun Obasanjo! 
Teodoro Obiang®! 


Gwyneth Paltrow! 
Orhan Pamuk!) 


Jordan Peterson?! 
Bertrand Piccard! 
Francois Pienaar"! 


Thomas Piketty!°° 
Steven Pinker”! 
Michael Rakowitz"°2! 
Cyril Ramaphosa!" 
Robert Redford"! 
Martin Rees™ 


Jason Rezaian™! 


James Rhodes"! 
Jeremy Rifkin®™! 
Dilma Rousseff®) 
Alan Rusbridger™® 
Mikheil Saakashvili?” 
Edward Said! 
Bernie Sanders!” 
Anthony Scaramucci!20) 
Barbet Schroeder???) 
Thein Seint 

Elif Shafak"?! 

Gene Sharp“ 

Gene Simmons"? 
Nina Simone!" 

Lemn Sissay™?” 

Leïla Slimani®2®) 

Jens Stoltenberg” 
Roger Stonen” 

Luis Antonio Tagle” 
Charlize Theron! 
Hugh Thompson, Jr? 
Jürgen Todenhofer#) 
Colm Toibin"") 

Bruno Tshibala"?* 
Peter Turkson37) 
Desmond Tutu"?! 
Guy Verhofstadt!” 
Gore Vidal% 

Rob Wainwright» 
Cornel West?! 
Kimberlé Williams Crenshaw! 
Tim Winton) 

Binali Yıldırım" 
Maysoon Zayid" 
Meles Zenawin”) 

Luigi Zingales" 


Spin-offs[edit] 
HARDtalk Extra[edit] 


HARDtalk Extra—a series of "interviews with people from the arts and culture," 
predominantly presented by Gavin Esler. 


Interviewees include: Brenda Blethyn, Robin Gibb, Debbie Harry, Marie Helvin, Grayson 
Perry, lan Rankin, Kristin Scott Thomas, and Patrick SwayZe. "42/2501 


HARDtalk Extra Time[edit] 


HARDtalk Extra Time—a spin-off of "in-depth interviews with the stars, coaches, and 
power brokers in the world of sport." 


Among those interviewed by Rob Bonnet, include: Nicola Adams, Roger Bannister, Jonah 


Lomu, David Rudisha, and Murray Walker, 2511521 


References[edit] 
1. ^ “HARDtalk on the BBC News Channel". BBC. 
2. ^ “HARDtalk on BBC World News". BBC. 
3. ^ "HARDtalk on BBC World Service". BBC. 
4. ^ "HARDtalk available on BBC iPlayer". BBC. 
5. ^ "HARDtalk format". BBC. 
6. ^ "Stephen Sackur: the "world famous interviewer"". Radio Times. 
7. ^ "HARDtalk's "renowned presenters"". BBC. 
8. ^ "Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 
9. ^ "Bertie Ahern speaks to Sarah Montague". BBC. 
10. ^ “Ayad Allawi gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 
11. ^ “Isabel Allende speaks to Sarah Montague". BBC. 
12. ^ "Anba Angaelos for HARDtalk". BBC. 
13. ^ "Maya Angelou interview on HARDtalk". Now Current News. 
14. ^ “Kofi Annan talks to Zeinab Badawi". BBC. 
15. ^ "Vladimir Ashkenazy joins Stephen Sackur". BBC. 
16. ^ "Richard Attenborough for HARDtalk". BBC. 
17. ^ “Dimitris Avramopoulos gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 
18. * “Roberto Azevédo for HARDtalk". BBC. 
19. ^ "Dean Baquet gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 
20. ^ “Martin Baron gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 
21. ^ "Adama Barrow talks to Zeinab Badawi". BBC. 
22. ^ "Vicky Beeching speaks with HARDtalk". BBC. 
23. ^ "Fatou Bensouda talks to Zeinab Badawi". BBC. 
24. ^ "Benazir Bhutto speaks with HARDtalk". BBC. 
25. ^ “Dustin Lance Black for HARDtalk". BBC. 
26. ^ "Sue Black gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 
27. ^ "Hans Blix gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 
28. ^ "Dan Brown speaks with HARDtalk". BBC. 
29. ^ "Pascal Bruckner gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 
30. ^ "Tania Bruguera for HARDtalk". BBC. 
31. ^ "Hugo Chávez grants rare interview to western media". The Guardian. 
32. ^ “Lee Child for HARDtalk". BBC. 
33. ^ "Noam Chomsky speaks to Stephen Sackur". BBC. 
34. ^ “Jonathan Coe for HARDtalk". BBC. 
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“Paul Collier speaks to Sarah Montague". BBC. 

“Michael Collins signs up for HARDtalk interview". BBC. 
“Patricia Cornwell opens up to Stephen Sackur". BBC. 

“Jaap de Hoop Scheffer signs up for HARDtalk interview". BBC. 


"Gilles de Kerchove signs up for HARDtalk interview". BBC. 
"F. W. de Klerk speaks with HARDtalk". BBC. 


“Michaela DePrince opens up to Stephen Sackur". BBC. 
“Jennifer Doudna speaks to Sarah Montague". BBC. 


“Elizabeth Eckford speaks with HARDtalk". BBC. 
“James Ellroy gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 


"Zineb El Rhazoul signs up for HARDtalk interview". BBC. 


“Mona Eltahawy signs up for HARDtalk interview". BBC. 


"Recep Tayyip Erdogan talks to Zeinab Badawi". BBC. 


“Mohammed Fairouz speaks to HARDtalk". BBC. 


“Roger Federer joins HARDtalk". Radio Times. 


“Beatrice Fihn speaks to HARDtalk". BBC. 
“Jane Fonda gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 


"Vicente Fox speaks to HARDtalk". BBC. 
“William Frankland signs up for HARDtalk interview". BBC. 


“Michael Frayn signs up for HARDtalk interview". BBC. 
"Atul Gawande speaks to Sarah Montague". BBC. 
"Pinchas Goldschmidt speaks to HARDtalk". BBC. 
“Mikhail Gorbachev gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 
"Al Gore speaks to Stephen Sackur". Radio Times. 
"Pete Goss speaks to HARDtalk". BBC. 

“David Green signs up for HARDtalk interview". BBC. 
“Antonio Guterres talks to Zeinab Badawi". BBC. 


“Roger Hallam — Co-founder, Extinction Rebellion interview". BBC. 


"Ramush Haradinaj for HARDtalk". BBC. 


“Connie Hedegaard gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 


“Seymour Hersh speaks to HARDtalk". BBC. 
“Carl Hiaasen signs up for HARDtalk interview". BBC. 


“Howard Jacobson gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 


"Wilko Johnson interviewed for HARDtalk". BBC. 


"Angelina Jolie gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 


"Věra Jourová speaks to HARDtalk". BBC. 


“Paul Kagame talks to Zeinab Badawi". BBC. 


“Wanuri Kahiu talks to Zeinab Badawi". BBC. 


"Steve Keen gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 


“Uhuru Kenyatta talks to Zeinab Badawi". BBC. 
"Mahira Khan signs up for HARDtalk interview". BBC. 


"Sherin Khankan speaks to HARDtalk". BBC. 
“Jamal Khashoggi speaks to HARDtalk". BBC. 


“Bernice King interviewed for HARDtalk". BBC. 
“Naomi Klein speaks to Zeinab Badawi". BBC. 

“Mark Knopfler interviewed for HARDtalk". BBC. 
"Christine Lagarde joins Stephen Sackur". BBC. 
“Pascal Lamy signs up for HARDtalk interview". BBC. 
"Annie Lennox gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 

“Baz Luhrmann interviewed for HARDtalk". BBC. 
"Thuli Madonsela speaks to HARDtalk". BBC. 

“Pippa Malmgren speaks to Zeinab Badawi". BBC. 


"Nelson Mandela speaks with HARDtalk". BBC. 


88. ^ "Mira Markovic interviewed for HARDtalk". BBC. 

89. ^ "Stanley A. McChrystal gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 

90. ^ “lan McKellen signs up for HARDtalk interview". BBC. 

91. ^ "Monica McWilliams speaks to HARDtalk". BBC. 

92. * "Mahathir Mohamad speaks to Zeinab Badawi". BBC. 

93. ^ "Alan Moore speaks to HARDtalk". BBC. 

94. ^ "Pierre Moscovici speaks to Sarah Montague". BBC. 

95. ^ "Robert Mugabe interviewed for HARDtalk". BBC. 

96. ^ "Aimee Mullins speaks with HARDtalk". BBC. 

97. ^ "Nadia Murad speaks to Sarah Montague". BBC. 

98. ^ "David Nott gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 

99. * "Olusegun Obasanjo signs up for HARDtalk". BBC. 

100. * "Teodoro Obiang gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 

101, ^ "Gwyneth Paltrow speaks to HARDtalk". BBC. 

102. ^ “Orhan Pamuk interviewed for HARDtalk". BBC. 

103. ^ "BBC HARDtalk - Jordan Peterson - Psychologist (6/8/18)". YouTube. BBC. 7 
August 2018. 

104. * “Bertrand Piccard gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 

105. ^ “Francois Pienaar interviewed for HARDtalk". BBC. 

106. ^ "Thomas Piketty gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 

107. * "Steven Pinker gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 

108. ^ "Michael Rakowitz for HARDtalk". BBC. 

109. ^ "Cyril Ramaphosa speaks to Zeinab Badawi". BBC. 

110. ^ “Robert Redford for HARDtalk". Radio Times. 

111. ^ "Martin Rees talks with HARDtalk". BBC. 

112. ^ "Jason Rezaian interviewed for HARDtalk". BBC. 

113. ^ “lames Rhodes speaks to Sarah Montague". BBC. 

114. ^ "Jeremy Rifkin interviewed for HARDtalk". BBC. 

115. ^ "Dilma Rousseff for HARDtalk". BBC. 

116. ^ "Alan Rusbridger gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 

117. ^ "Mikheil Saakashvili gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 

118. ^ "Edward Said speaks to HARDtalk". BBC. 

119. ^ "Bernie Sanders gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 

120. ^ “Anthony Scaramucci for HARDtalk". BBC. 

121. * "Barbet Schroeder speaks to Zeinab Badawi". BBC. 

122. ^ "Thein Sein gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 

123. * “Elif Shafak gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 

124. * "Gene Sharp for HARDtalk". BBC. 

125. ^ "Gene Simmons speaks to Sarah Montague". BBC. 

126. ^ "Nina Simone gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 

127. ^ "Lemn Sissay talks with HARDtalk". BBC. 

128. ^ "Leila Slimani speaks to Sarah Montague". BBC. 

129. ^ "Jens Stoltenberg gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 

130. * "Roger Stone for HARDtalk". BBC. 

131. * "Luis Antonio Tagle speaks to Stephen Sackur". BBC. 

132. ^ "Charlize Theron speaks to Stephen Sackur". BBC. 

133. ^ "Hugh Thompson Jr talks with HARDtalk". BBC. 

134. ^ "Jürgen Todenhöfer gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 

135. ^ "Colm Tóibín gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 

136. ^ "Bruno Tshibala for HARDtalk". BBC. 

137. ^ "Peter Turkson talks with HARDtalk". BBC. 


"Desmond Tutu talks with HARDtalk". BBC. 


139. * "Guy Verhofstadt for HARDtalk". BBC. 


140. ^ "Gore Vidal gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 

141. ^ "Rob Wainwright gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 
142. ^ "Cornel West for HARDtalk". BBC. 

143. ^ "Kimberlé Williams Crenshaw gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 
144. ^ "Tim Winton joins HARDtalk". BBC. 

145. ^ "Binali Yildirim speaks to Zeinab Badawi". BBC. 
146. ^ "Maysoon Zayid speaks to Zeinab Badawi". BBC. 
147. ^ "Meles Zenawi talks for HARDtalk". BBC. 

148. ^ "Luigi Zingales gives HARDtalk interview". BBC. 
149. ^ "About HARDtalk Extra". BBC. 

150. ^ "HARDtalk Extra episodes". BBC. 

151. ^ "About HARDtalk Extra Time". BBC. 

152. ^ "HARDtalk Extra Time episodes". BBC. 


External links[edit] 


hi 


e "Two Decades of HARDtalking". 
e "Meet Stephen Sackur". 

e HARDtalk on IMDb 

e HARDtalk at BBC Programmes # 
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& guideline for films. (September 2011) 
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sources. (September 2011) 


This article needs more links to other articles to 
help integrate it into the encyclopedia. (December 2019) 


The Health Show was a television series on global health on BBC World 
News presented by Dr Ayan Panja and Dr Shini Somara. It covered developments in 
global health, including interviews with the world's health experts. 


First broadcast on 23 July 2011 and running for 26 weeks, the show featured 
innovations and health stories from around the globe and aired four times each 
weekend on BBC World News. 


References[edit] 

e Press release 

External links[edit] 

e The Health Show 
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Impact 


Impact Titles 


Also known as Impact Asia (2010-11) 
Impact with Mishal Husain (2011- 
2014) 
Impact with Yalda Hakim (2014- 


present) 
Created by BBC World News 
Presented by Yalda Hakim 


Lucy Hockings 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language( English 


s) 


Production 


location(s) 


Running time 


Production compa 


ny(s) 


Distributor 


Original network 


Picture format 


Original release 


Related shows 


Production 


Studio B, Broadcasting 


House, London 


30-45 minutes 


BBC 


BBC Worldwide 


Release 


BBC World News 


HDTV 1080i 


1 February 2010 - 


present 


Chronology 


BBC World News 

BBC World News America 
Newsday 

GMT 

Global 

Focus on Africa 


World News Today 


External links 


Impact 


Production website 


Impact (formerly Impact Asia), styled also as /mpact with Yalda Hakim is a news 
programme that premiered on BBC World News on 1 February 2010 as part of a 
network-wide refresh. The programme is hosted by Yalda Hakim,” who replaced 
previous presenter Mishal Husain. The programme brings audiences a mixture 

of breaking news, debate and analysis using the BBC's range of correspondents based 
in the Asia Pacific regions and across the world. Broadcasting political, diplomatic, 
business, sports and breaking news stories directly affecting Asia Pacific, the 
programme aims to analyse stories from a global perspective. The format includes 
sport, business and weather updates. 


History[edit] 


As part of a shake-up of the BBC World News schedule, on 1 February 2010 presenter 
based strands were developed to give more focus on the names hosting each slot. 
These replaced several editions of World News Today. /mpact Asia was developed as 
one of these slots. In 2011 the programme was renamed /mpact to avoid the exclusion 
of other sections of the global audience. 


Schedule[edit] 


Impact is currently aired from 13:00-14:30 GMT (with an extra half-hour at 15:00 GMT), 
weekdays on BBC World News. The programme is split into three parts, each lasting half 
an hour. After the final section World Business Report then Sport Today air. 

During British Summer Time, the programme airs at 12:00-13:30 GMT (with an extra 
half-hour at 14:00 GMT); and is followed by an edition of HARDtalk. 


Presentation[edit] 


The programme was originally broadcast from studio N8 in the News Centre at BBC 
Television Centre, along with other output from BBC World News. When major news 
events occur the programme may be presented on location, for example, Mishal Husain 
presented from Pakistan in the aftermath of Osama Bin Laden's death. From 14 January 
2013 the programme moved to Broadcasting House studio B. 


Presenters[edit] 
Years Presenter Current role 
ZTE Yalda Hakim Man 
present Presenter 


2010- Lyse Doucet Relief 


Tim Willcox 


present 
Mishal Husain 
Babita Sharma 
2013- 
present 
Karin Giannone 
Presenter 
Geeta Guru- 
Murthy 
2014- 
present Philippa Thomas 
Kasia Madera 
2017- Samantha 
present Simmonds 


When Yalda Hakim presents, the title sequence ends by stating 'Impact with Yalda 
Hakim'. However, when she does not, as she is often on assignment, the titles only 
show 'Impact', regardless of the alternate presenter. This only happens if she isn't 
reporting from a location on a topic covered in the show. 


It was announced that Husain would leave the show in autumn 2013 to join Today, she 
presented her last programme on 7 October 2013. She is to maintain the role of ‘Relief 
Presenter’. In April 2014, Yalda Hakim was announced as Husain's permanent 
replacement. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Brown, Maggie (1 February 2010). "BBC World News channel revamps to give 
presenters higher profile". The Guardian. ISSN 0261-3077. Retrieved 5 March 2013. 

2. ^ Jump up to:24 "Yalda Hakim joins Impact and Jon Sopel becomes the BBC's North 
America Editor". www.bbc.co.uk. 30 April 2014. Retrieved 8 March 2019. 

3. ^ Plunkett, John (16 July 2013). "Mishal Husain: 'driven' presenter powers way on to BBC 
Radio 4's Today". The Guardian. ISSN 0261-3077. Retrieved 8 March 2019. 


e BBEBBC portal 


External links[edit] 


e /mpact at BBC Programmes 4 (Current) 
o Impact at BBC Online (2010-2012) 
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India Business Report 


| 
\ 
` 
D 


INDIA 


BUSINESS REPORT E 


New titles used as of January 2013 


Created by BBC World News 


Presented by Yogita Limaye 
Shilpa Kannan 


Sameer Hashmi 


Country of India 


origin 


Original languag English 


e(s) 


Production 


Production Mumbai (primarily), with shots from 
location(s) various locations 
Editor(s) Simon Atkinson 
Running time 23 minutes 
Release 


Original network BBC World News 


Picture format 576i (16:9 SDTV) 
1080i (HDTV) 


Original release 2011 - 
April 3rd, 2016 


Chronology 


Related shows World Business Report 
Middle East Business Report 
Africa Business Report 
Asia Business Report 


Business Edition 


India Business Report was a weekly business news programme produced by 
the BBC and shown on BBC World News, presented by Yogita Limaye. The last episode 
of this programme aired on April 3, 2016. 


The programme was billed as: 


Traveling the country reporting what's going on in all walks of life, from corporate 
boardrooms and rural villages, to state-of-the-art research institutes and Bollywood 
studios; interested in understanding every aspect of the country's rapidly developing 
economy, and what that means not just for people living here, but around the world. By 
interviewing company chiefs and aspiring entrepreneurs, politicians to farmers, and the 
myriad people who make up one of the world's most vibrant economies, the programme 
aims to bring you the best of contemporary India, and show you why it's worth knowing. 


Presenters[edit] 


Yogita Main 
Limaye Presenter 


Shilpa 
Kannan 


Relief 


Presenters 
Sameer 


Hashmi 


Former presenters[edit] 


e Karishma Vaswani 
e Rajini Vaidyanathan 


Schedulefedit] 
: Time 
Day | Time(GMT | (UTC+05:30 - Mumb 
- London) A 
ai) 
05:30 11:00 
Sund | 
ay 


16:30 (except for 


Europe) 22:00 (except for Europe) 


Inside Out (2002 TV programme) 
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Inside Out 


m 


INSIDE QUT 


Genre News, current affairs 


Presented by Various 


Country of origin England 


Original language( English 


s) 
Production | 
Running time 30 minutes 
Release 
Original network BBC One 
BBC One HD" 


BBC News Channel 


Original release 9 September 2002 


Chronology 


Related shows BBC Scotland Investigates (1993) 


External links 


Website 


Inside Out is the brand name for a number of regional television programmes in 
England broadcast on BBC One. Each series, made by a BBC region, focuses on stories 
from the local area. Commissioned by BBC One controller Lorraine Heggessey, the 


programme began on 9 September 2002 and replaced a number of different titles 
previously used on BBC Two." 


Versions[edit] 


e Inside Out London - Presented by Sean Fletcher 

e Inside Out South East - Presented by Natalie Graham 

e Inside Out South - Presented by Jon Cuthill 

e Inside Out South West - Presented by Jemma Woodman 

e Inside Out West - Presented by Alastair McKee 

e Inside Out West Midlands - Presented by Ayo Akinwolere 

e Inside Out North West - Presented by Jacey Normand 

e Inside Out North East & Cumbria - Presented by Chris Jackson 

e Inside Out Yorkshire & Lincolnshire - Presented by Keeley Donovan (September 
2017-present)2! 

e Inside Out East Midlands - Presented by Lukwesa Burak. 

e Inside Out East - Presented by David Whiteley 

e Inside Out Channel Islands - beginning early 2012 

e Inside Out England - Presented by Lukwesa Burak 


Inside Out England shows selected stories from the regional programmes and is shown 
across England which is hosted by Matthew Wright. But this was relaunched in 2016 
as Inside Out as a weekly round up on the BBC News channel with Lukwesa Burak now 
presenting. 


Controversy[edit] 


The East Midlands edition of show caused controversy in one programme when Ray_ 
Gosling admitted to smothering a former lover who had AIDS (this later proved to be 
false) tstationneedeal The programme was filmed in December 2009 and only shown in 
February 2010. A debate followed as to whether the BBC should have told the police 
before the programme aired. The BBC was also accused of promoting assisted suicide. 


In January 2013, the writer and presenter Chris Geiger investigated a self-styled 
spiritual healer who claimed to be able to treat cancer using a special diet. Chris Geiger, 
a cancer survivor himself,“ used a hidden camera and posed as a client; again this 
programme provoked widespread debate. Sus! 


See also[edit] 


Television portal 
rr 


= z 
Sk united Kingdom portal 


e BBC Scotland Investigates (1993) 
Notes[edit] 


1. 2A different region is selected each week for broadcast on BBC One HD. 


References[edit] 


1. 


2. 


3: 


4. 


^ "Regional current affairs move to BBC ONE - Inside Out launches on 9 September". BBC 
Press Office. 30 August 2002. Retrieved 9 January 2010. 

^ "BBC - Keeley Donovan to host regional BBC current affairs programme, Inside Out in 
Yorkshire and Lincolnshire - Media Centre". www.bbc.co.uk. 

^ Blake, Heidi (22 February 2010). "BBC accused of 'incredibly zealous' campaign to 
promote assisted suicide". The Daily Telegraph. Retrieved 24 February 2010. 

^ "I wrote the book on surviving cancer ; Irish Examiner". Retrieved 27 January 2014. 

* "Home of cancer claim spiritual healer attacked". Gloucestershire Echo. 18 January 
2013. Retrieved 11 February 2013. 

^ "Chris Geiger: | went undercover to expose cancer claims". BBC. 14 January 2013. 
Retrieved 22 January 2013. 

^ "Spiritual healer advised ‘cancer sufferer' to drink cabbage juice". The Daily Telegraph. 
14 January 2013. Retrieved 22 January 2013. 

^ "He deserves to have cancer': Anger of spiritual healer exposed by BBC for charging 
£280 to disease sufferers for recommending cabbage diet as treatment". Daily Mail. 14 
January 2013. Retrieved 22 January 2013. 


External links[edit] 


e /nside Out at BBC Online 
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Middle East Business Report 


MIDDLE EAST 
BUSINESS REPORT 


New titles used as of January 2013 


Created by BBC World News 


Presented by Nima Abu-Wardeh 


Country of United Arab Emirates 


origin 


Original languag English 


e(s) 
Production 
Production Dubai (primarily) with shots from 
location(s) other locations 
Running time 30 minutes 
Release 


Original network BBC World News 
BBC News 


Picture format 576i (16:9 SDTV) 
1080i (HDTV) 


Original release 2003 - 


2015 


Chronology 


Related shows World Business Report 
India Business Report 
Asia Business Report 
Africa Business Report 


Business Edition 


Middle East Business Report was a monthly half-hour programme broadcast globally 
on BBC World News; covering business stories across the Middle East. 


Presented by Nima Abu-Wardeh the programme was billed as 


"Getting behind the issues of trade, business and economics, providing a window on 
finance and commerce in the Middle East, revealing how this important economic region 
works and interacts with the rest of the world." ™ 


Middle East Business Report was shown on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays. The final 
broadcast of the programme was March 28, 2015.” 


Presenters[edit] 


Current 


Presenter 
role 


Nima Abu- 


Warden Presenter 


Desley 
Humphrey 


Relief 
Presenter 


See also[edit] 


Marketplace Middle East; similar programme produced by CNN International 
References[edit] 


1. ^ BBC World News - Middle East Business Report 

2. ^ Ben Thompson [@BBCBenThompson] (27 March 2015). "BBC Mid East Biz Report ends 
after 11yrs. For those who ever worked on it; stress, sweat & tedious bureaucracy but fun 
times & great travels" (Tweet) - via Twitter. 


Newsbeat 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Jump to navigationJump to search 

This article is about the BBC programme. For the more general journalist role, see beat 
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"BBC Newsbeat" redirects here. For the UK news service, see BBC News. 


Newsbeat 
Genre News 


Running time 15 minutes 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Language(s) English 


Home station BBC Radio 1, 
BBC Radio 1Xtra 


Edited by Debbie Ramsay 


Produced by BBC News 


Recording studio Broadcasting House, London 


Original release 10 September 1973 - present 
Audio format Stereophonic sound 
Website www.bbc.co.uk/newsbeat 


Newsbeat is the flagship news programme on BBC Radio 1 and BBC Radio 
1Xtra. Newsbeat is produced by BBC News but differs from the BBC's other news 
programmes in its remit to provide news tailored for a specifically younger audience." 


The fifteen-minute Newsbeat programme is broadcast at 12:45 and 17:45 during the 
week on Radio 1 and 1Xtra. Short bulletins are also heard throughout the day on both 
stations on the half-hour with extra bulletins broadcast at peak times. 


History[edit] 


BBC Radio 1's remit as a public service broadcaster meant it had to broadcast 

news. Newsbeat was launched on 10 September 1973 in response to the launch of a 
network of commercial radio stations across the UK which supplied a news service very 
different from the style of traditional BBC News. The programme's first presenter was 
the Radio 1 DJ Ed Stewart and he was succeeded by Laurie Mayer and Richard Skinner. 


Although unconfirmed by the BBC, it is widely thought that the name "Newsbeat" was 
taken from the Radio Caroline news service of the same name, as was the concept of 
short bulletins on the half-hour. Caroline first used the name (and broadcast half-hourly 
headlines) in the 1960s. Roger Gale, who had previously worked on Radio Caroline 
North, was one of the show's first producers. The launch editor was Mike Chaney. 


Following changes in September 2012, the vast majority of Newsbeat bulletins are 
simulcast on both BBC Radio 1 and 1Xtra. Previously, bulletins on 1Xtra were bespoke 
and branded as '1Xtra News’, with bulletins on the half-hour (as with Newsbeat), but 
with 15 minute programmes at 12:30 and 5:30, a quarter of an hour before the Radio 1 
equivalents. Each station continues to have bespoke bulletins during the weekday 
breakfast show, before shared bulletins begin at 10:30. 


Newsbeat won Gold for Best News & Current Affairs Programme at the Radio Academy 
Awards on 13 May 2013.” 


It is believed that BBC World Service will pilot a global edition of Newsbeat, a bulletin 
aimed on the station aimed at younger listeners.& 


Newsbeat's The Story of Izzy Dix was named Podcast of the Year at the UK ARIAS 2016. 


Bulletins[edit] 


Newsbeat has short bulletins broadcast on Radio 1 and 1Xtra throughout the day, as 
well as the 12:45 and 17:45 main programmes. These are simulcast, following budget 
cuts that came into effect in September 2012. Prior to this, weekend news bulletins had 
been simulcast for quite some time. Additionally at this time, the number of bulletins 
was cut back somewhat, dropping the news at 04:30 and 05:30 during the Early 
Breakfast show on weekdays. There also used to be bulletins at midnight, which were 
stopped at some point prior to this. They are read by one newsreader, but in the past 
there would be a news reader and a sport reader during breakfast and drivetime 
bulletins on weekdays and breakfast bulletins at weekends. Bulletins are usually 2-3 
minutes in length, and feature news and some sports stories, and weather during the 
breakfast show bulletins. 


The format of Newsbeat bulletins varies throughout the day. Breakfast updates consist 
of full news, sport and weather; throughout the day it will be only the news and some 
notable sports stories. The 13:30 bulletin is notable for being read by a different 
newsreader every day due to the main newsreader being on lunch at that time. Popular 
folklore says that the last person remaining in the Newsbeat office at lunchtime has to 
read the 13:30 bulletin. Full sport updates begin at 15:30. Bulletins are more scaled 
back at weekends, with brief stories and sport during every bulletin throughout the day, 
and one newsreader reading the news for the whole day. 


There was also an entertainment news round up at approximately 07:40 and 09:40 
during The Radio 1 Breakfast Show with Nick Grimshaw, often hosted by Sinead Garvan. 
This continued when Nick moved to drivetime with one bulletin at 16:40. Entertainment 
news slots at 12:00 during Fearne Cotton's show and at 18:30 during Greg James' show 
were dropped in 2015. 


In November 2017, the 16:30 bulletin on weekdays was shortened and the 17:00 
bulletin dropped altogether. In addition, the 22:00 bulletin was brought forward to 
21:00, and the 16:30 and 17:30 bulletins on Saturdays were also dropped. 


The current bulletin times are as follows: 


Weekda Weeken 
ys ds 


- * indicates the bulletin is not simulcast on Radio 1 and 1Xtra. As such, these bulletins 
occasionally start up to a few minutes later than the times stated. 


- ** indicates the bulletin does not exist on Fridays 


Bank holidays follow a weekend bulletin schedule. Weekdays during the Christmas and 
New Year period follow a weekend bulletin schedule with the addition of bulletins at 
16:30 and 17:30. Bulletins on Christmas Day are hourly from 07:30 to 12:30. 


Location[edit] 


In keeping with its specific targeting of young audiences, Newsbeat has its own set of 
reporters and studios based at Radio 1 in Broadcasting House in Central London. Many 
of the stories produced by Newsbeat are reported by other programmes across BBC 
News. 


Newsreaders and reporters[edit] 


There are various presenters and reporters on Newsbeat including Roisin Hastie, who 
took over from Tina Daheley as newsreader on Breakfast Show with Greg James and 
Ben Mundy who took over from Chris Smith as the main host of the 1245 and 1745 
programmes in August 2018. 


e Debbie Ramsay (Editor) 

e Paul Stanworth (Deputy editor - planning) 
e Toby Sealey (Assistant editor - video) 
e Chris Smith (Duty Editor) 

e Roisin Hastie (Breakfast newsreader) 

e Sinead Garvan (Entertainment and covers 1245/1745 programme) 
e Natalie Wyatt (Office manager) 

e Steffan Powell* (Gaming) 

e Simon Mundie (Sport) 

e Ben Mundy* (Main presenter) 

e Steve Holden* (Duty editor and music) 
e Meabh Ritchie (Social media producer) 
e Jimmy Blake (Multi-media reporter) 

e Nesta McGregor* 

e Karlene Pinnock 

e Daniel Rosney 

e Hannah Moore* 

e Cath Burns (Duty editor) 

e Hannah Morrison* (Duty editor) 

e Tamsyn Kent* (Duty editor) 

e Duncan Middleton* (Duty editor) 

e Tracy Ollerenshaw* (Duty editor) 

e Kat Collins* 

e Nomia Iqbal 

e Nick Rotherham* 

e Jim Connolly (Politics editor) 

e James Waterhouse* 

e Eleanor Roper* 

e Gurvinder Gill* 

e Lindsay Brown* 


e Will Chalk* 

e Shiona McCallum* 

e Christian Hewgill* 

e Jim Farthing (Researcher) 

e Matt Wareham (Multimedia technical producer and video) 


An * indicates the person regularly reads the 1330/2100/weekend bulletins, or covers 
for Roisin/Ben on morning/afternoon bulletins. 


Previous newsreaders and reporters include Carolyn Atkinson, Claire Bradley, Tina 
Daheley Claire Cavanagh, Dominic Byrne, Georgina Bowman, Anna Foster, Tulip 
Mazumdar, Chris Smith, and Declan Harvey. 


Previous sports reporters include Arlo White, David Garrido, Juliette Ferrington, Mark 
Chapman, Tina Daheley, and Carrie Davis. 


There is a long-running tradition of the DJ on air at the time chatting to the newsreader 
following their bulletin. Chris Moyles, often shamelessly flirted with the female 
newsreaders for comic effect, and built up a good on-air relationship with afternoon 
newsreader Dominic Byrne, who later went on to join him on the BBC Radio 1 and Radio 
X breakfast shows. Greg James also built a good relationship with Chris Smith through 
chatting following news bulletins. 


Editors[edit] 


Debbie Ramsay is the current editor of Newsbeat and is responsible for all its output 
across BBC Radio 1, 1Xtra, BBC iPlayer and online. Newsbeat's executive editor was 
former daytime editor of BBC Radio 5 Live and editor of the Victoria Derbyshire 
programme on BBC Two and the BBC News Channel Louisa Compton until 2018.24 


Rod McKenzie, himself was a former presenter of the programme and the news 
presenter on Simon Mayo's former breakfast show on Radio 1 from 1988-1993, and was 
an editor until 2014, when he was moved to another position within the BBC after 
bullying allegations. 


Newsbeat's first editor was Mike Chaney - hired from The Sun by the Director-General to 
inject a populist flavour to the news coverage of Radio 1. 


Imaging[edit] 


Newsbeat is notable for the distinctive musical imaging it has used for most of its 
history. At first, this was a just jingle at the beginning of the bulletin, but in the late 
1990s this expanded to music throughout. There are different beds for news, sport and 
weather. The news imaging used to be changed every year, but this changed to every 
two years in 2005, and the most recent imaging package was on air from 2015-2017. 


On air Produced by Tagline 


Jan 1998 - Dec 


1998 Vibe Music Audio Imaging | 97-99FM Radio 1 - Newsbeat 


Jan 1999 - Dec 


1999 Vibe Music Audio Imaging | 97-99FM Radio 1 - Newsbeat 


Jan 2000 - Feb 


2001 Vibe Music Audio Imaging | Newsbeat 


Feb 2001 - Jan 


2002 Vibe Music Audio Imaging | Radio 1 - Newsbeat 


Jan 2002 - Jan 
2003 


Jan 2004 - July David Lowe / Radio 1 in 
2004 house production 


Vibe Music Audio Imaging | Radio 1 - Newsbeat 


BBC Radio 1 Newsbeat 


August 2004 - David Lowe / Radio 1 in 
January 2005 house production 


January 2005 - : 

December 2006 Music4 Radio 1 Newsbeat 

January 2007 - F _ TTEN 
January 2009 Music4 Digital, FM, Online - This is Radio 1 


BBC Radio 1 Newsbeat 


January 2009 - Music4 / Radio 1 in house Digital, FM, Online - This is BBC 
June 2011 production Radio 1 


June 2011 - Listen, Watch, Share - This is BBC 
January 2015 Radio 1/1Xtra (as appropriate) 


January 2015 - Daniel Mumford Music This is BBC Radio 1/1Xtra (as 


June 2017 appropriate) 


June 2017 - Daniel Mumford / Radio 


present 1 in house production 1/1Xtra (as appropriate) 


Newsbeat's Oddbox[edit] 


In 2007, Newsbeat's Oddbox was launched. A four-minute video which looked at the 
week's strangest news, it was mostly presented by Dominic Byrne. When he was 
unavailable Tulip Mazumdar® and Nat Jamieson as deputy. Old episodes are available to 
watch at BBC Online, on the BBC Red Button and on the BBC News channel. The last 
ever episode of Oddbox was released on 14 September 2012, to coincide with Byrne 
leaving Radio 1. 


Parody[edit] 


Satirist and broadcaster Christopher Morris parodied the 1990s presentational style of 
Newsbeat as "Radio 1 Newsbanger". Some of these parodies were actually broadcast on 
Radio 1, though most featured in the Radio 4 comedy series On The Hour.24 


In 1997, Morris further parodied Newsbeat by rearranging sentences of existing 
Newsbeat broadcasts to create nonsensical and blackly comic headlines, as part of a 
one-off segment on Blue Jam. Unlike On The Hour, Blue Jam was broadcast on Radio 1. 


References[edit] 
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External links[edit] 


e Newsbeat at BBC Online 

e Newsbeat at BBC Programmes ¢ 

e A different Newsbeat BBC Blogs, 17 November 2007 - A history of Newsbeat, written 
by former editor Rod McKenzie 


e BBC Odd Box Listing of Oddbox episodes 
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Genre 


Running time 


Country of 


origin 


Language(s) 


Home station 


Hosted by 


Recording 


studio 


Original 


release 


Website 


Newsday 


News, current events, and factual 


Weekdays 0600-0830 GMT (Online 
only: 0300-0500 GMT)" 


United Kingdom 
South Africa 


English 


BBC World Service 


Lawrence Pollard 
Lerato Mbele 
Andrew Peach 
Julian Keane 
Bola Mosuro 
Nuala McGovern 


Alan Kasujja 


Broadcasting House 


BBC Johannesburg 


23 July 2012 - present 


https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/ 


p00w940j 


Newsday is BBC World Service's international hard news and current affairs 
programme. It acts as an afternoon programme for Asia, a breakfast broadcast in 
Europe and the UK and an overnight news programme for the Americas. It premiered on 
23 July 2012." Replacing The World Today and Network Africa, the programme has a 
particular focus on Africa. It was expected at its launch that the programme would have 
one of the largest audiences - if not the largest - of any radio programme in the world.” 


History[edit] 


Newsday was launched on 23 July 2012, replacing The World Today and Network Africa. 
For the first three weeks the programme was broadcast from the 2012 Summer 
Olympics, held in London. During its first six weeks it featured interviews with Liberian 
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Kenyan Prime Minister Raila Odinga, Malawian 
President Joyce Banda, African Development Bank President Donald Kaberuka, and 
former President of the African National Congress Youth League Julius Malema. 


In May 2017, the 0500gmt/bst edition became a dedicated broadcast featuring news for 
and from Africa. It is broadcast exclusively on African partner stations. An additional 
edition of "The Newsroom" and a replay of a selected programme features on the BBC 
World Service network during this time. 


Presenters[edit] 


Presenter Current role Time (UK) Location 


2012-2015 aii London 
McGovern 
Main Monday - Wednesday 
presenters (0300-0600) 
2012-present Alan Kasujja toon | 
2012-present Bola Mosuro London 
Main Thursday - Friday 


presenters (0300-0600) 
2012-2019 Julian Keane London 
Lawrence 
2012-present Pollard London 
Main Monday - Friday 
presenters (0600-0830) 
November 2013 until Johannesbur 
December 2015 Lerato Mbele g 


Andrew 
2012-present Beach London 


2012-present Tom Hagler 
2012-present 


Main 


Occasional presenters }|London 
presenters 


Tulip 
Mazumdar 


Andrew 


2015-present Wend 


Hong Kong 


Business Monday - Friday 
presenter (0300-0530) 


Interviews([edit] 


Newsday interviews are often written up as online stories for BBC News Online. 


Social media[edit] 


Newsday invites listeners to comment on issues covered in the programme on social 
media. On Twitter, it uses the hashtag #BBCNewsday and tweets from the 
@bbcworldservice” and @BBCAfrica™ Twitter profiles. On Facebook, it posts on the BBC 
World Service® and BBC Africa pages. Newsday uses these social media profiles Mon- 
Fri, 2100-0900. 


See also[edit] 


EIGEBBC portal 


e BBC World Service, the home of Newsday 
e BBC News 
e Newsday (TV programme), Newsday's sister programme on TV 
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Newsday 


Newsday Titles 
Created by BBC World News 
Presented by Babita Sharma 
Rico Hizon 


Kasia Madera 


Sharanjit Leyl 


Narrated by Mishal Husain 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language(s) English 


Production 


Production location(s) London 


Running time 


Original network 


Picture format 


Original release 


Preceded by 


Related shows 


Singapore 


Washington D.C. 


90 minutes 


Release 


BBC World News 
BBC News 
BBC One 


576i (16:9 SDTV) 
1080i (HDTV) 


13 June 2011 - 


present 


Chronology 


Asia Today 


BBC World News 

BBC World News America 
GMT 

Impact 

Global 

Focus on Africa 

World News Today 


Asia Business Report 


External links 


Newsday 


Newsday is a news programme on BBC World News that was first broadcast on 13 June 
2011." The programme is normally hosted by Babita Sharma and Kasia Madera in 
London, with Rico Hizon and Sharanjit Leyl in Singapore. During important news stories, 
the programme is broadcast from Washington with either Katty Kay or Laura 

Trevelyan instead of the traditional London broadcast. Such news stories have included 
the death of Muhammad Ali, Hillary Clinton receiving the Democratic nomination, 

and Donald Trump getting important votes in his presidential nomination for the 
Republican Party. When there are presenters from other countries presenting during the 
programme, the titles narrated by Mishal Hussain!" eee - Showing the London and/or 
Singapore studios - are not shown. 


The programme is broadcast around the world on BBC World News, as well 

as PBS affiliates in America, and is also shown in the UK on the domestic BBC 

News channel throughout the night, with the 00:00 and 01:00 GMT bulletins. Newsday is 
sometimes broadcast on BBC One. It covers international news with a specific focus on 
Asia and its financial markets. 


BBC World News invested in a new Asia Pacific news HQ in Singapore with broadcasts 
commencing from Monday 3 August 2015 with a revamped studio and graphics and 
theme music composed by David Lowe, '<#tion needed 


Schedule[edit] 


Newsday is aired on weekdays on BBC World News.” The programme acts as a morning 
programme for Asia, an overnight broadcast in Europe and the UK and a late night news 
programme for the Americas. It features analysis and discussion of the top news stories 
of the day and also previews the exclusive reports, correspondent feature films and 
interviews. 


On 18 June 2012, Newsday broadcast times were changed to 23:00-02:00 GMT (22:00- 
01:00 GMT in summer time) on Sunday to Thursday. It is shown from 00:00-02:00 on 
Monday to Thursday in the UK. 


During commercial breaks for international viewers, UK and PBS viewers used to get 
news from around the UK "in brief" with the London presenter. From an unknown point, 
this bulletin was removed and instead, "This Week In History" is broadcast while the 
breaks happen. 


Presenters[edit] 


The programme features split presentation, with a presenter in London and a presenter 
in Singapore each introducing reports and interviewing occasional guests in-studio. The 
London presenter also presents links for UK viewers during commercial breaks, while 
the Singapore presenter goes on to present Asia Business Report at the bottom of each 
hour. Sport Today follows at the quarter to the hour. During major events in North 
America the programme is also presented from Washington. 


On occasion the programme is broadcast from other locations, such as in November 
2013 when Rico Hizon co-presented from Tacloban, Philippines following Typhoon 
Haiyan. In January 2014 for a while Sharma presented from Singapore and Hizon from 
London. Madera reported from Poland during 2015 election. During the last week of May 
2017 (week beginning 29 May 2017), the week had Hizon presenting from London and 
Sharanjit Leyl from Singapore. 


For a two-month period from February to April, Leyl presented Newsday from London, 
with Hizon or Oi in Singapore. This was due to Sharma being absent for this period of 
time, as she was writing a book. On Sharma’s return on 3 April, she announced that she 
will present from Singapore in a few weeks time. 


During coverage of continuous international events, such as the Summer Olympics, the 
Newsday broadcasts may be presented by only a single presenter from the Singapore 
studio, rather than split broadcasting with a newsreader in the London studio. 


During September 2018 (week beginning 10 September 2018) the week had Hizon 
presenting in London and Sharanjit Leyl or Mariko Oi in Singapore 


Years sears Current role 
Babita Main London presenter 


Sharma (Sunday-Wednesday) 


Kasia Head London presenter 
Madera (Thursday) 


Head Singapore Main Singapore 
Rico Hoda presenter (Monday- Sharanjit presenter / producer 
—~ m | Wednesday, alternative Leyl (Alternative 
2011 Sunday/Thursday) Sunday/Thursday) 
present 


Main Singapore 
Sharanjit | presenter / producer 


Leyl (Alternative 
Sunday/Thursday) 
Katty Kay 


Occasional Washington 


presenter 
Laura 


Trevelyan 


Ben Bland 
Relief London presenter 
hris 
Rogers 
a Mariko Oi 
P Relief 
Singapore 
resenter 
2013- | Karishma p 
present | Vaswani 
2014- |Alice 
present | Baxter 


Phillippa 
Thomas 
a Lebo 
p Diseko 
Ben Bland 
Relief London presenter 


Alpa Patel 


Karin 
Giannone 


2016- 
present 


2017- 
present 


Nuala 
McGovern 


Former Presenters([edit] 


Years Presenter role 
2011- Adam 
2016 Parsons 
Dani Sinha Relief London 


presenter 


Adnan 
Nawaz 
2013- 
2016 
Daniela 
Ritorto 
A MOOIE Relief Singapore 
presenter 
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e Newsday at BBC Programmes (BBC News Channel) 
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e Newsday (BBC World Service) 
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Newshour 


BI BIC. 
WORLD 
SERVICE 


Newshour 


Genre News, current events, and factual 


Running time 60 minutes 


Country of United Kingdom 


origin 


Language(s) English 


Home station BBC World Service 


Hosted by Owen Bennett-Jones 
James Coomarasamy 
Lyse Doucet 
Tim Franks 
Razia Iqbal 
Julian Marshall 
James Menendez 


Andrew Peach 


Recording Broadcasting House 
studio 

Original 1988 - present 
release 


Website https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/ 


p002vsnk 


Newshour is BBC World Service's flagship international news and current affairs radio 
programme, which is broadcast twice daily: weekdays at 1400, weekends at 1300 and 
nightly at 2100 (GMT). Each edition lasts one hour. It consists of news bulletins on the 
hour and half hour, international interviews and in-depth reports of world news. The BBC 
World Service considers it one of their most important programmes. In 2011 it was kept 
as one of four key outlets, despite severe cutbacks. It is also broadcast in the United 
States on various American Public Media stations. The programme is broadcast live 
from Broadcasting House in London. It covers the major news of the day, often 
interviewing heads of state and government ministers. 


History[edit] 


The programme was first broadcast in 1988." Presenter, Owen Bennett-Jones claims, 
"Newshour is intended to provide detailed coverage of the world. We try to provide a 
level of analysis that's not readily available elsewhere." 


Presenters[edit] 
Current[edit] 


Years Presenter Current role 


?-present Owen Bennett- 
Jones 
2010- ames 
present Coomarasamy 
Span Lyse Doucet Main presenters 


2011- 
present 


Razia Iqbal 


1991- 
present 


Pore | James Menendez 
ee Andrew Peach 
Soe Philippa Thomas 
Regular relief 
presenter 


?-present Roger Hearing 


Julian Marshall 


Past[edit] 


e Claire Bolderson, 1997-2012 
e Robin Lustig, 1989-2012 


e Mary Ann Sieghart, 2008-10 
e Paul Welsh 

e judy Swallow 

e Alex Brodie 


See also[edit] 
HIGSBBC portal 
e BBC World Service, the home of Newshour 


e BBC News 
e BBC World News, The BBC's International Television Station 
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External links[edit] 


e Official website 


Newswatch (British TV programme) 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
Jump to navigationJump to search 


Newswatch 


Created by BBC News 


Presented by Raymond Snoddy (2004-2013) 
Samira Ahmed (2013-) 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language( English 


s) 
Production 
Production Studio A, Broadcasting 
location(s) House, London 
Editor(s) Rob Burley 
Running time 10 minutes 
Release 


Original network BBC News/ BBC One 


Picture format 1080i (16:9 HDTV) 
576i (16:9 SDTV) 


Original release 1 October 2004 - 


present 
External links 


Newswatch 


Newswatch is a weekly BBC television programme presented by Samira Anmed that 
provides a viewer and listener right-of-reply for BBC News." The programme was 
originally made in studio TC7 at BBC Television Centre, however in January 2013, the 
programme moved to New Broadcasting House in central London. 


The programme[edit] 


The programme was launched in 2004 in response to the Hutton Inquiry, as part of an 
initiative to make BBC News more accountable.” The programme is sometimes 
broadcast on the BBC News channel on Friday evenings at 7:45pm or 8:45pm, early 
Saturday at 3.45am, and Saturday mornings at 7:45am on BBC One during BBC 
Breakfast, or viewed online. 


Format([edit] 


The programme starts with the presenter introducing the main news story that viewers 
have complained about. After about six minutes, often including talking to the head of 
BBC News or someone responsible for the story, the next section of the programme is 

usually split between a few other news stories. 


Presenter[edit] 
Further information: Samira Ahmed 


In January 2013, Samira Anmed succeeded Ray Snoddy as presenter of Newswatch. 
Snoddy had presented from the launch of the programme in 2004. Shaun Ley guest 
presented the programme for three episodes in April 2019. Rebecca Jones guest 
presented two editions of the programme in June 2019. 


See also[edit] 
EIEISBBC portal 


e Feedback, a similar programme for BBC radio 
e Points of View 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "NewsWatch - What's the point?". BBC News. 27 January 2006. Retrieved 6 
January 2010. 


2. ^ "Welcome to NewsWatch". BBC News. 4 November 2004. Retrieved 25 May 2009. 
3. ^ "NewsWatch". BBC. 19 December 2009. Retrieved 6 January 2010. 


External links[edit] 


e Newswatch at BBC Programmes # 


Newsround 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
Jump to navigationJump to search 


This article needs additional citations 

for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 

citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 
ees challenged and removed. 

Find 

sources: "Newsround" - news : newspapers « books - scholar - JSTOR ( 

April 2017) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Newsround 


[néwsfound 


Newsround logo as of 2019 


Created by Tiah Miller & John Craven 


Presented by Martin Dougan 


Nazia Mogra 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language( English 
s) 


Production 


Production BBC TV Centre (1972-2011) 


location(s) dock10, MediaCityUK (2011— 
present) 
Editor(s) Lewis James 
Running time 5-15 minutes 
Release 


Original network BBC One (1972-2012) 
CBBC Channel (2002-present) 


Picture format 576i (16:9 SDTV) 
1080i (HDTV) 


Original release 4 April 1972 - 


present 


Chronology 


Preceded by BBC Television Children's 


Newsreel 


Related shows Newsround Specials 
Sportsround 


Ffeil 


External links 


Website 


Newsround (stylized as newsround, originally called John Craven's 

Newsround before his departure in 1989) is a BBC children's news programme, which 
has run continuously since 4 April 1972. It was one of the world's first television news 
magazines aimed specifically at children. Initially commissioned as a short series by 
BBC Children's Department, who held editorial control, its facilities were provided 

by BBC News. The programme is aimed at 6 to 10 year olds. 


History[edit] 


Originally known as John Craven's Newsround," it was mostly presented by John 
Craven between 4 April 1972 and 22 June 1989. Originally, stand-in presenters, such 
as Richard Whitmore, came from the main BBC News bulletins and Huw 

Edwards presented in 2005. 


The programme gradually developed its own presentation team, including Helen 
Rollason, with Craven in the dual role of chief presenter and programme editor. For 
most of its first two decades, Newsround drew upon the BBC's network of national and 
international correspondents such as John Humphrys, Michael Buerk and Martin Bell. 
The programme gradually developed its own small reporting team, including Lucy 
Mathen, and long-serving space editor Reg Turnill. 


Shortly before Craven's departure, the show was renamed Newsround, and was then 
presented by a rotating team including Juliet Morris, Krishnan Guru-Murthy, Julie 
Etchingham, Chris Rogers, Kate Sanderson, Matthew Price and Becky Jago. Regular 
reporters on the programme, who have also presented it, included Paul Welsh, Lizo 
Mzimba and Terry Baddoo. 


The distinctive opening theme used for the first fifteen years of the programme was not 
composed especially for it, but is instead the opening eight bars of a 1968 cover of 
"Johnny One Note" by Ted Heath and his Music. The closing sting used the last couple of 
bars of "New Worlds" by John Baker, recorded by the BBC Radiophonic Workshop. 


Newsround updated its opening in May 1987, with computer graphics, although this look 
was originally planned for January 1987. In September 1990, a space look was 
introduced. The multi-coloured look appeared in January 1994, with further updates 
taking place on 1 September 1997, 11 February 2002, 30 May 2006, and 13 October 
2008. 


Newsround was the first British television programme to break the news of the loss of 
the Space Shuttle Challenger on 28 January 1986. This edition was presented by Roger 
Finn, who had only recently joined the programme. The programme was also first in 


Britain to report an assassination attempt on Pope John Paul Il in Vatican City in 1981 
and provided the first reports from the Windsor Castle fire of November 1992. 


In February 2002, Newsround expanded from a sole ten-minute programme on 
weeknights to through-the-day bulletins seven days a week to tie-in with the launch of 
the CBBC Channel. With this included a new theme, titles and presenting team. In 2009, 
a small bureau for the programme was opened at the BBC's former Manchester studios. 
As part of the relocation of the BBC Children's Department, Newsround began 
broadcasting from new studios at dock10, MediaCityUK in Salford Quays on Monday 21 
November 2011. 


Broadcasts[edit] 


On weekdays, Newsround is broadcast on the CBBC Channel with a five-minute bulletin 
at 7.40am and ten-minute bulletins airing at 8.15am and 4.00pm (formerly 4:20pm). 


Weekend bulletins are also broadcast on the CBBC Channel. The Saturday edition 
includes five-minute bulletins at 8.55am, 12.00pm and 1.35pm. The Sunday edition 
includes five-minute bulletins at 10.00am and 12.10pm and a ten-minute bulletin at 
1.45pm. 


The programme was traditionally broadcast as a fifteen-minute programme on BBC One 
at 5:00pm. The final BBC One edition was broadcast on 20 December 2012. 


Former presenters[edit] 


Presenter 


John Craven (and Editor) 


1972-1989 
1979-1985 

1984 Howard Stableford 1 year 
1985-1991 Roger Finn 6 years 
1987-1990 Helen Rollason 3 years 
poe | Terry Baddoo (and Reporter) 

isons | Juliet Morris = 
1991-1994 Krishnan Guru-Murthy 3 years 
1991-1992 Paul Welsh (and Reporter) 1 year 
1994-1998 Julie Etchingham 4 years 


1994-1999 


Lucy Mathen (and Reporter) 


Paul McDowell (and Reporter) 


Chris Rogers 


1997-2001 


1998-2008 


1999-2002 


Kate Sanderson 


Lizo Mzimba 


Matthew Price (and Reporter) 


4 years 


HE 


m= 
Oo 


years 


3 years 


2001-2003 


Becky Jago 


2 years 


2001-2008 


eee 


Lizzie Greenwood-Hughes 


7 years 


May 2002-October 
2002 


Adam Smyth (and Reporter)2!! 


1 year 


2002-2006 


Rachel Horne 


4 years 


2002-2008 


Laura Jones 


6 years 


2002-2009 


Adam Fleming 


7 years 


2003-2007 


2003-2008 


2005-2008 


aoe 
cana 
aa 
ae 
aoe 


Thalia Pellegrini 


Ellie Crisell 


Jake Humphrey 


4 years 


5 years 


3 years 


EAERESEAEREIRSEAEIED 


2006-2011 


Sonali Shah 


5 years 


2007-2008 Helen Skelton 1 year 


2007-2009 Gavin Ramjaun 2 years 


Barney Harwood (Newsround Specials 


2009 1 year 


only) 


2008-2013 Ore Oduba 5 years 


2009-2013 Joe Tidy 4 years 


2010-2014 Nel Hedayat 4 years 


2013-2018 Ayshah Tull 5 years 


ahlil hili 


2015-2018-9 Nazia Mogra 2 years 


ee H 


Editors[edit] 


Edward Barnes (1972) 

Jill Roach (1976) 

John Craven (1986-1989) 

Eric Rowan"! 

Nick Heathcote (1990-1996) 
Susie Staples (1996-1998) 
Roy Milani® 

Sinead Rocks 

Owenna Griffiths (2009-)2" 
Daniel Clark (-2013)™ 
Lewis James (2013-) 
Paul Plunkett (2019; parental leave cover for Lewis James)=! 


Current presenters[edit] 


Ricky Boleto (2008-Present)"4! 
e Leah Boleto (2009-Present)22 


e Hayley Hassall (2009-Present)22 

e Martin Dougan (2013-Present) 

e Jenny Lawrence (2013-Present)24 
e De'Graft Mensah (2019-Present)#2 
e Alex Humphreys (2018-Present)24 


Spin-offs[edit] 
Newsround Specials[edit] 


A variation on the regular format of Newsround is a series of short (typically 15-minute) 
documentary films, previously broadcast under the title Newsround Extra but now called 
"specials",2. which have been a regular feature since the late 1970s. Two or three 
series of these documentaries air during the year, which replace the regular bulletins on 
one day of the week (for Extras it was usually Monday, although sometimes on Fridays, 
particularly during the 1980s). 


Newsround Specials in recent years have included: 


e The Wrong Trainers: a series of six animated films dealing with child poverty. The 
programme won the 2006 Royal 


award for best children's programme and the 2007 BAFTA children's award for best 
factual programme. 


e The Worst Thing Ever. a dramatised documentary revolving around a child's 
experience of their parents' divorce. 

e Newsround on Knives: an animated look at knife crime from a child's point of view. 
(Bafta nominated) 

e Gone: interviews with four bereaved children. (Bafta nominated) 

e Whose Side Are You On?: a drama on the role of bystanders in tackling, bullying 
featuring Joe Calzaghe, Aston Merrygold, Patsy Palmer, George 
Sampson and Gemma Hunt (first shown 16 November 2009) 

e Caught in the Web: a dramatised documentary on Internet safety featuring case 
studies from real children, narrated by David Tennant and nominated for a BAFTA in 
October 2010. (first shown 11 February 2010) 

e Living with Alcohol. a special about children's experiences with alcohol, presented 
by Barney Harwood. 

e "Ricky Investigates": a six-part investigative series which began on 28 September 
2010 

e A one-off Newsround Investigates documentary on arson in schools was broadcast in 
May 2006. 

e Football and Race: a special about if racism still exists in football, presented by Ore 
Oduba (first shown 17 August 2012) 

e Behind Closed Doors: a special about children's experience with domestic violence, 
presented by Barney Harwood featuring Alesha Dixon (first shown 19 March 2012) 

e My Autism and Me: a special about what it is like to have autism with 13-year-old 
Rosie King (first shown 11 November 2011) 

e The Real Tracy Beaker. a documentary on growing up in care, presented by Dani 
Harmer 

e Welcome to My World: children from different cultures spend a week in each other's 
lives, narrated by Leah Boleto (first shown 6 December 2011) 


Behind the Riots: a special about the riots, what's been going on and why, presented 
by Sonali Shah (first shown 12 August 2011) 

Children of the Drought: a special about the impact of the drought to Kenyan 
children, presented by Ricky Boleto (first shown 28 July 2011) 

Living with Cancer. a special about how cancer affects the lives of children, 
presented by Dominique Moore (first shown 29 ) 

Life on the Front Line: a special about why British troops are in Afghanistan and 
what we are doing, presented by Ore Oduba (first shown 28 February 2011) 
Growing Up In A War Zone: a special about how the lives of children in Afghanistan 
are affected by the war, presented by Sonali Shah (first shown 22 November 2010) 
Up And Away: a special about primary school children moving up to secondary 
school, what it's like and how to deal with it, presented by 14-year-old Rosie King. It 
was part of CBBC's Moving Up series of programmes. 

My Dyslexic Mind: a special about dyslexia, explaining it and what it's like to be a 
child with it, presented by 12-year-old Ben. 

Decision Time USA: a special explaining to kids about the 2012 US 

election between Barack Obama and Mitt Romney. 

Hard Times: a special about children who are finding it tough in the current 
economic crisis, presented by Ricky Boleto. 

Frontline Families: a special about children who are part of a military family, 
Presented by Martin Dougan. 

Children of Kabul - An Uncertain Future": a special explaining how life has changed 
since troops from the UK and America invaded Afghanistan in 2001, presented by 
Nel Hedayat. 

Surviving The Typhoon: a special about how children coped after one of the most 
powerful storms ever hit the Philippines, Typhoon Haiyan, presented by Leah Boleto. 
America vs Food: a documentary on the issue of obesity and overeating in America, 
presented by Ricky Boleto (first shown 25 March 2015) 

How To Make Friends On Planet Earth: a documentary/drama talking about how to 
be a good friend, in which an alien comes down to Earth and learns how to be 
friendly. 

Growing Up Black In America: a special on life for black people in America after the 
rise of the Black Lives Matter movement and the events surrounding it. 

Being Me: a special that explores what UK children think of their body image, 
featuring popstar Meghan Trainor. (2015) 

Hiroshima: A Newsround Special: a documentary commemorating the 70th 
anniversary of the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, talking to a survivor and 
the youth of Japan about what it means to them. (2015) 

Bullying - The Newsround Debate: a debate with a panel of 100 children on the 
subject of bullying. (2015) 

Brothers and Sisters: They make you laugh, drive you mad... and will be your friend 
for life - brothers and sisters are among the most important people to us. (2016) 

Is Tech Taking Over?: Ricky investigates how important technology is to children, 
taking some away from a group and then giving another group some. (2016) 
Defending the Rhino: Ayshah lookd at the fight that rhino are facing in South Africa. 
(2016) 

Inside My Head: A boy called Josh has a mental health problem, and originally didn't 
speak to anyone which made life difficult for him. (2017) 

Finding My Family - Partition: Ricky follows the adventure of three girls to India to 
find out what happened to their families during Indian Partition 70 years ago. (2017) 


e Finding My Family - Windrush: Maya and Levi head back to the Caribbean islands 
that their granddads left to see where they grew up and why they decided to start 
new lives in the UK. (2018) 

e Finding My Family - Holocuast: Holocaust survivor Steven Frank takes his teenage 
granddaughter Maggie on a journey to learn about his experiences during the 
Holocaust. (2019) (BAFTA winner) 

e Anne Frank: A Life in Hiding: Nazia explores the story of Anne Frank - a young, 
Jewish teenager forced to go into hiding with her family during the Holocaust. (2019) 

e Living With The Wall: Hayley finds out what life is like living by the US-Mexico border 
wall (2019) 


Newsround ShowbiZ[edit] 

Main article: Newsround Showbiz 

A light-hearted entertainment news round-up, originally known as Newsround Lite and 
introduced as part of the CBBC Channel's launch in February 2002. The latter version of 
the show was hosted by regular Newsround presenters/reporters Lizzie Greenwood- 


Hughes, Adam Fleming, Rachel Horne and Thalia Pellegrini, and produced by Sinéad 
Rocks. The programme was axed in 2005. 


Sportsround[edit] 
Main article: Sportsround 


A Saturday morning sports magazine show introduced in September 2005 & produced 
by Sinead Rocks. It was cancelled in December 2010 and replaced by Match of the Day 
Kickabout. In 2010 it was presented by Ore Oduba with reporters Des Clarke and Jon 
Franks. 


Newsround Review of the Year[edit] 


Until 2006, a half-hour review of the year special was produced for broadcast during the 
Christmas/New Year period. The last review aired in 2009, and since then the final 
bulletin of the year is hosted by all presenters who discuss their most memorable news 
stories. 
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^ Linkedin https:/uk.linkedin.com/in/paul-plunkett-0b477295. Missing or empty | 
title=(help) 


. ^ "All about Ricky". 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 


^ "All About Leah". 

^ "All About Hayley". 

^ "All About Jenny". 

^ "De'Graft Mensah: How my Ghanaian heritage shaped me". 


^ https://twitter.com/allyhumphreys?lang=en. Missing or empty |title= (help) 
^ "Newsround Special Films". bbc.co.uk. Retrieved 7 July 2015. 


External links[edit] 


e Newsround at BBC Online 
e Newsround Message Boards at BBC Online 


e BBC Editors' blog - Simon Goretzki 


e BBC Editors' blog - former editor Sinéad Rocks 


e BBC Editors' blog - former editor Tim Levell 


e Newsround blog 


e Newsround History 


e British Film Institute Screen Online 


e Newsround on IMDb 


Newsround Showbiz 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
Jump to navigationJump to search 


This article may require cleanup to meet Wikipedia's quality 
jN standards. No cleanup reason has been specified. Please 

help improve this article if you can. (December 2009) (Learn how 

and when to remove this template message) 


Newsround Showbiz 


Also known as Newsround Lite 


Starring Adam Fleming 


Thalia Pellegrini 
Lizzie Greenwood-Hughes 


Rachel Horne 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language(s) English 


Production 
Producer(s) Sinead Rocks 
Running time 10 minutes 
Release 
Original network CBBC Channel 
Original release 2001 - 
2005 
Chronology 
Related shows Newsround 
Sportsround 


Newsround Specials 


Newsround Showbiz, originally named Newsround Lite, is a show giving news of the 
showbiz world. It is presented by either Newsround presenters, Adam, Lizzie, Thalia or 
Rachel, and produced by Sinead Rocks. It aired between 2002 and 2005. It was 
discontinued due to poor ratings. 


The Show([edit] 


The show ran from 2001 to 2005. It started as a daily programme and then moved to 
Saturdays and Sundays. The show contained entertainment news and gossip and 
generally took a lighthearted view of the world of celebrity. 


Airtime[edit] 


First the show Newsround Lite aired weekdays at 6:25pm on the CBBC Channel. But due 
to a lack of stories and not enough viewers it moved to Weekends at 3:50pm and it 
relaunched as Newsround Showbiz. 


Presenters[edit] 
Main Presenters[edit] 


e Adam Fleming (2001-2005) 
e Rachel Horne (2001-2004) 


e Lizzie Greenwood Hughes (2002-2005) 
e Thalia Pellegrini (2002-2005) 


Relief Presenters[edit] 


External links 


Becky Jago (2001-2003) 
Lizo Mzimba (2001-2002) 
Laura Jones (2002-2005) 
Ellie Crisell (2003-2005) 
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Presented by 


Sportsround 


Ade Adepitan (2005-06) 
Adam Fleming (2005-07) 
Jake Humphrey (2005-08) 
Lizzie Greenwood (2005-08) 
Helen Skelton (2007) 
Aidan Power (2008) 

Gavin Ramjaun (2008-09) 
Michael Absalom (2008-09) 
Sonali Shah (2008-09) 

Des Clarke (2008-10) 

Ore Oduba (2008-10) 

Jon Franks (2009-10) 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original languag English 


e(s) 


Production 


Producer(s) Sinead Rocks - Launch Producer & 
Editor 
Running time 15 minutes 
Release 


Original network BBC Two 
CBBC Channel (2008-10) 


Original release 10 September 2005 - 
11 December 2010 


Chronology 


Related shows Newsround 
Newsround Specials 
Newsround Showbiz 


Match of the Day Kickabout 


Sportsround is a weekly spin-off from CBBC children's news programme Newsround. 
The sports magazine show was broadcast between 2005 and 2010, on Friday evenings 
at 6:30pm on CBBC Channel and on Saturday mornings on BBC Two at 7.25am. 


Sportsround was the only sports television show in the UK that was specifically aimed at 
children. 


First broadcast in 2005, Sportsround was a well-known children's programme, regularly 
having big names on the show, including David Beckham, Lewis Hamilton, Jenson 
Button and Frank Lampard. 


The final episode aired on 11 December 2010. It was replaced by a new sports 
show Match of the Day Kickabout, which airs in Sportsround's original BBC Two slot on 
Saturday mornings. 


Presenters[edit] 


Presenter Tenure 


: 2005- 
Age Agepitan 
Ade Adepitan 5006 
: 2005- 
Adam Fleming 
Adam Flemin 2007 
2005- 
Jake Humphrey 2008 
Lizzie 2005- 
Greenwood 2008 
Helen Skelton 2007 


. : 2008- 
Michael 2008- 
Absalom 2009 
: 2008- 

Sonali Shah 2009 
2008- 

Des Clarke 2010 
2008- 

Ore Oduba 2010 
2009- 


History[edit] 


e In September 2005, Newsround set up a new spin-off show and launched 
Sportsround. 

e On Saturday 19 May 2007, it was the first to broadcast a full television programme 
live from inside Wembley stadium, a few hours before the first FA Cup Final. 

e In August 2007, it relaunched with new titles and a new set. This included a new 
sofa with the presenter sitting down rather than standing up. 

e In October 2008, it relaunched again, this time the presenter would be out at an 
event and would be pre-recorded later that day. It featured a new team with new 
features. 

e On Saturday 11 December 2010, Sportsround broadcasts its final show on the CBBC 
Channel with Ore Oduba and reporters Jon Franks and Des Clarke. 


Format([edit] 


The duration of the programme was fifteen minutes. 


Originally, Sportsround aired on BBC Two on Saturday mornings at 11:45am. It 
continued to air on this time and day for over three years. In October 2008, when it 
relaunched, it moved to a new slot and channel. It aired on Fridays at 6:10pm on 

the CBBC Channel and for the first time was repeated on Saturday mornings at 7:25am 
on BBC Two. 


Interviews([edit] 


Sportsround interviewed many British and world sports stars, including Lewis 
Hamilton, David Beckham, José Mourinho, Wayne Rooney, Rafael Nadal, Michael 
Jordan, Steven Gerrard, Dame Kelly Holmes, Martina Hingis, Anna Kournikova, lan 
Poulter and Armand Traoré 


Features[edit] 


e The Rivals- Two fans from two rival sports clubs going head to head in a challenge. 

e Chad Von Cheeseburger- An American sports news reader (Ore) showing sporting 
clips from the internet. 

e Des' Sporting Connections- Des connecting various sporting stars. 

e Half Time- Half way through the show, a look ahead to the weekend's sporting 
action. 

e Skills Academy- Sporting skills shown off by the professionals. 

e The Insider- Jon helping children work for their favourite club 

e TXT Test- A sporting star trying to text 'I love Sportsround’ as quickly as possible. 

e Weekly Reports- A weekly report on one particular sport. 

e Challenge the Presenters- A test of Ore's, Gavin's, Jon's or Sonali's abilities with 
different sports. 

e 3 to See - A look at the top three sporting events to watch this weekend. 

e 60 Seconds - A one-minute guide on any subject. 

e Boys v Girls- A challenge to see if girls or boys were better at Sport. 

e Challenge Gavin- A weekly test of Gavin's sporting abilities in various sports. 

e Challenge Helen- A weekly test of Helen's sporting abilities in various sports. 


e Gav-lympics- Gavin undertaking 48 Olympic sports in three days. 
e Your Sport- Jake or Lizzie investigating a particular sport. 


External links[edit] 


e CBBC - Sportsround at BBC Online 


e Sportsround at BBC Programmes # 
e BBC Press Release about Sportsround 


e Sportsround on IMDb 


BBC OS 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


(Redirected from Outside Source) 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


_ 
- 


< a 
jetsi Sof 


With Ro 


Outside Source Titles 


Also known as Outside Source 
Outside Source with Ros 
Atkins (TV) 
Outside Source with Nuala 


McGovern (Radio) 


Created by BBC World News 


Presented by Ros Atkins 
Karin Giannone 
Krupa Padhy 


Daniela Ritorto 


Nuala McGovern 


Christian Fraser 


Country of United Kingdom 


origin 


Original languag English 


e(s) 
Production 
Production New Broadcasting House, Central 
location(s) London 
Running time x3 60 minutes 
Release 


Original network BBC World News 


BBC News 
BBC World Service 
BBC Four (2017-) 


Picture format 576i (16:9 SDTV) 
1080i (HDTV) 


Original release 17 February 2014 - 


present 


Chronology 


Preceded by BBC News at Nine 


Related shows World Have Your Say 


World News Today 


BBC OS (referred to as Outside Source when broadcast on television) is a news 
programme produced by the BBC; it utilises social media in the presentation of its 
stories. The programme is usually presented by Ros Atkins, Karin Giannone, Nuala 
McGovern, Daniela Ritorto, Philippa Thomas, Christian Fraser or Krupa Padhy on BBC 
News, BBC World News and BBC World Service. When Ros Atkins is hosting the 
programme, the programme is called Outside Source with Ros Atkins, presumably due 
to him being the lead presenter of the programme. 


Outside Source replaced a standard edition of BBC World News, which originally was an 
edition of World News Today. In the UK it replaced the BBC News at Nine along 
with World News Today on Friday and weekends.#! 


According to the BBC: "Outside Source aims to open up the news process, enabling 
people to discover the latest on the stories that matter to them. An hour-long World 
Service Radio show is the first element of the pan-Global News format to be brought to 
air."2 


The programme was launched on BBC World Service on 28 October 2013; and on BBC 
World News on 17 February 2014. It began being broadcast in the UK on 1 June 2015, 
though it has been broadcast during major stories in the past. In March 2017 the radio 
programme was renamed BBC OS. In 2017, the radio programme was moved to 
16:00GMT to go out at the same time as the TV version. But in July, this was changed to 
19:00GMT to allow an edition of World News Today to be broadcast at 19:00 UK Time. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ “BBC News Channel announces new commitment to international news". BBC. 23 
February 2015. Retrieved 24 February 2010. 

2. ^ "BBC - Media Centre - BBC announces development of new weekday international news 
programme across Radio, TV and Online". bbc.co.uk. Retrieved 2014-04-17. 


External linkS[edit] 


e Outside Source at BBC Programmes (BBC World News) 
e Outside Source at BBC Programmes (BBC World Service) 
e Outside Source at BBC Media Centre 
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Panorama 


PAN@RAMA 


Opening theme 


Country of origin 


Original language 


(s) 


Running time 


Original network 


Picture format 


Original release 


|? 


Francis Lai's Aujourd'hui C'est Toi 


United Kingdom 


English 


Production 


30-60 minutes 


Release 


BBC One 
BBC World News 


405-line Black and 
White (4:3 SDTV) 

576i Colour (4:3 SDTV) 
576i (16:9 SDTV) 
1080i (HDTV) 


11 November 1953 - 


present 


External links 


Website 


Panorama is a British current affairs documentary programme aired on BBC Television. 
First broadcast in 1953, it is the world's longest-running news television programme. 

"u Panorama has been presented by many well known BBC presenters, including Richard 
Dimbleby, Robin Day, David Dimbleby and Jeremy Vine. As of 2018, it still retains a peak 
time transmission slot on BBC One, but without a regular presenter. The programme 
also airs worldwide through BBC World News in many countries. 


History[edit] 


Panorama was launched on 11 November 1953 by the BBC; it emphasises investigative 
journalism. Daily Mail reporter Pat Murphy was the original presenter, who only lasted 
one episode after accidentally broadcasting a technical mishap. Max Robertson then 
took over for a year. The programme originally had a magazine format and included 
arts features. Richard Dimbleby took over in 1955 and presented the show until his 
death in 1965. 


His son, David Dimbleby, later presented the programme from 11 November 1974 - the 
21st anniversary of the show. Other past presenters include: Sir Robin Day, Sir Ludovic 
Kennedy, Sir Charles Wheeler and Jeremy Vine. On 13 December 2010, it was 
announced that the programme would be relaunched during the new year with no 
regular presenter. 


International versions[edit] 


Panorama set an example for the German magazine series of the same name, which is 
produced by Norddeutscher Rundfunk, and broadcast by Das Erste. Panorama started 
there in 1961 and is one of the leading political magazine shows. 


Theme musicC[edit] 


The theme music is an adaptation of Francis Lai's "Aujourd'hui C'est Toi" ("Today It's 
You"), which has run since 1971. Prior to this, from 1968, Rachmaninov's Symphony 
No.1 in D Minor, 4th Movement, was used, and before that the theme was Robert 
Farnon's "Openings & Endings". 


Team([edit] 
Editors[edit] 


e Rachel Jupp (September 2016 -) 
Presenters[edit] 


e Patrick Murphy (1953) 

e Max Robertson (1953-1954) 

e Richard Dimbleby (1955-1965) 

e Sir Robin Day (1966-2000) 

e David Dimbleby (1974-1982) 

e Robert Kee (1982-2013) 

e Jeremy Vine (January 2007 - 2010) 

e no regular presenter (December 2010 - present) 


Investigators[edit] 


e Hilary Andersson 
e = Richard Bilton 
e Jane Corbin 


e Alys Harte 
e Tom Heap 


e John Humphrys 

e Andrew Jennings 
e Shelley Jofre 

e Paul Kenyon 

e David Lomax 

e Gerry Northam 

e Samantha Poling 
e Chris Rogers 

e Raphael Rowe 

e George Edwin Scott 
e John Sweeney 

e Peter Taylor 


e Jeremy Vine 
e John Ware 


e Vivian White 
e Benjamin Zand 


Notable programmes[edit] 
Mescaline[edit] 


In 1955, Panorama filmed Christopher Mayhew taking mescaline under medical 
supervision.“ The resulting programme was never broadcast, though the footage and 
transcripts were later released. 


Spaghetti tree[edit] 


Panorama broadcast a famous hoax film about the harvesting of the spaghetti 
crop on April Fool's Day, 1957.4 


Salvador Dali[edit] 


Broadcast on 4 May 1955, Malcolm Muggeridge talked with Salvador Dali, the Spanish 
surrealist artist. 


Maggie's Militant Tendency[edit] 


In January 1984, Panorama broadcast an episode which claimed that 

three Conservative MPs (Neil Hamilton, Harvey Proctor and Gerald Howarth) had links to 
far-right organisations both in Britain and on the Continent.“ There was controversy 
over the editing of the programme: it juxtaposed shots of Howarth wearing a train 
driver's uniform at a steam railway enthusiasts’ rally with the claim that he had 
attended a fascist meeting in Italy, falsely implying that the uniform he was wearing 
was a fascist one.24 In response, Hamilton and Howarth sued the BBC. The Director- 
General, Alasdair Milne, told the governors that the BBC's defence was "fire-proof" but 


in late 1986 the acting chairman, Lord Barnett, realised that the programme would not 
withstand legal scrutiny. Hamilton and Howarth received around a million pounds in 
libel damages." Former Panorama producer Tom Bower, later stated that the 
programme had been "woefully misconceived" it had been "lunacy" to attempt to 
equate the trio "with the widespread Marxist infiltration of the Labour party". He cited 
the episode as the moment when Panorama "began to lose the plot".24 


Diana, Princess of Wales interview[edit] 


Arguably the most famous Panorama programme of all was the 1995 interview of Diana 
Princess of Wales by Martin Bashir, which occurred after her separation, when she 
openly discussed the rumours about her personal life. The programme's filming and 
planning was subject to extreme secrecy, with Richard James Ayre, the Controller of 
Editorial Policy, authorising a series of clandestine meetings between Bashir and Diana. 
12 


Omagh bombing[edit] 


One of the most controversial broadcasts of recent time was the "Who bombed 
Omagh?" programme, which named those suspected of involvement in the Omagh 
bombing. Deputy Assistant Commissioner Alan Fry of Scotland Yard's anti-terrorist 

unit SO13 said that the Real IRA attack on the BBC Television Centre could have been a 
revenge attack for the broadcast.22 


Scientology[edit] 


In 1987, the Panorama programme Scientology: The Road to Total Freedom? for the first 
time exposed on broadcast television the secret upper-level doctrines of the Church of 
Scientology, and featured an animated retelling of the Xenu incident of Scientology 
doctrine.“ 


On 14 May 2007, an episode titled Scientology and Me was broadcast. The 

journalist John Sweeney presented the edition, showing how the Church reacted to his 
journalistic investigations, including its reaction when he stated to members that some 
people describe the organisation as a "cult". At one point during an interview, the 
presenter lost his temper with a member of the Church of Scientology; an edited portion 
of this incident was released subsequently by the Church on YouTube and DVD in an 
attempt to publicise it and raise controversy. However, the 2007 Scientology episode 
was Panorama's greatest audience since it moved to Monday evening.2=28 


A follow-up programme, The Secrets of Scientology, was broadcast on 28 September 
2010, presenting proof that the Church had harassed Sweeney during the making of the 
earlier documentary, with the specific intention of making him react in the way he 
eventually did, in addition to numerous interviews with former high-ranking members of 
the organisation who had been subject to harassment.24 


Panorama and Seroxat[edit] 


Since 2002, Panorama has made four programmes about the anti- 

depressant Seroxat (paroxetine / Paxil): "The Secrets of Seroxat" (2002);42 "Seroxat: 
Emails from the Edge" (2003);22 "Taken on Trust" (2004)22 and "Secrets of the Drug 
Trials" (2007).2# 


"The Secrets of Seroxat" elicited a record response from the public as 65,000 people 
telephoned the BBC helpline and 1,300 people emailed Panorama directly. 


The major mental health charity Mind collaborated with Panorama in a survey of those 
who emailed the programme. Anonymous findings from the 239 responses were sent to 
the Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency (MHRA).!2! 


The second Panorama programme on Seroxat, "Emails from the Edge", included a 
report of the survey to which the 239 people responded. It showed widespread 
experiences of suicidal feelings and other severe reactions, very bad withdrawal 
symptoms and lack of warnings from doctors. After the broadcast users/survivors and 
Mind protested outside the offices of the MHRA.) 


On 29 January 2007, the fourth documentary of the series about the drug Seroxat was 
broadcast. It focused on three GlaxoSmithKline paediatric clinical trials on depressed 
children and adolescents. Data from the trials show that Seroxat could not be proven to 
work for teenagers. Not only that, one clinical trial indicated that they were six times 
more likely to become suicidal after taking it. In the programme, Panorama revealed the 
secret trail of internal emails which show how GlaxoSmithKline manipulated the results 
of the trials for its own commercial gain. Access to the documents has been gained as 
GlaxoSmithKline fights a fraud trial in the US. 


Some of these previously secret Glaxo documents featured in the programme were 
leaked into the internet after the programme's broadcast.22 

Undercover: Football's Dirty Secrets[edit] 

Main article: 2006 allegations of corruption in English football 

On 19 September 2006 Panorama showed a documentary called “Undercover: Football's 


Dirty Secrets", which alleged payments in English football contrary to the rules of the 
Football Association, involving: 


e That Bolton Wanderers manager Sam Allardyce, and his agent son Craig were 
implicated for taking “"bungs" (a bribe or kickback) from agents for signing certain 
players. Two agents, Teni Yerima and Peter Harrison, were secretly filmed, each 
claiming separately that they had paid Allardyce through his son. Allardyce denies 
ever taking, or asking for, a bung.) The programme was aired on the same night 
that Bolton beat Walsall 3-1 in the Carling Cup, so Allardyce missed the original 
showing. 

e Portsmouth manager Harry Redknapp is secretly filmed discussing the possibility of 
buying the Blackburn Rovers captain Andy Todd with agent Peter Harrison, which is 
against Football Association rules. 

e Then Portsmouth first-team coach Kevin Bond, who was first team coach 
of Newcastle United at the time of broadcast, is secretly recorded admitting he 
would consider discussing receiving payments from a proposed new agency 
involving agent Peter Harrison. Consequently, Bond was relieved of his duties at 
Newcastle. 

e Chelsea director of youth football Frank Arnesen is secretly filmed making an illegal 
approach or "tapping up" Middlesbrough's England youth star 15-year-old Nathan 
Porritt. Arnesen offers a fee of £150,000 spread over three years as an incentive to 
relocate. Both of these allegations are against FA rules. 

e Agent Peter Harrison told the undercover reporter that, to secure transfer deals with 
Bolton, he bribed Sam Allardyce by offering to pay his son Craig. Harrison is a FIFA- 
listed agent who is based in the north-east of England. 

e That three different Bolton transfer signings involved secret payments from agents 
to Craig Allardyce, some when he was contractually banned from doing any Bolton 
deals. Panorama alleged Bolton's transfer signings of defender Tal Ben Haim, 


midfielder Hidetoshi Nakata and goalkeeper Ali Al-Habsi involved secret payments 
from agents to Craig Allardyce. Allardyce's son quit the agency business in summer 
2006, and has admitted in newspaper interviews that his working as an agent might 
have cost his father the chance of becoming England manager. 


The Football Association has asked for any evidence as it tries to rid such action from 
football. 


Sex Crimes and the Vatican[edit] 
Main article: Sex Crimes and the Vatican 


On 1 October 2006 Panorama broadcast an episode on Crimen Sollicitationis, a church 
"instruction" approved by Pope John XXIII in 1962, which establishes a procedure for 
dealing with child sex abuse scandals within the Catholic Church. It was enforced for 20 
years by Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger before he became the Pope. It instructs bishops on 
how to deal with allegations of child abuse against priests. Critics claim the document 
has been used to evade prosecution for sex crimes. 


Daylight Robbery[edit] 


Further information: Iraq War misappropriations 


Panorama investigated claims that as much as $23 billion (£11.75 billion) may have 
been lost, stolen or not properly accounted for in Iraq. 


The United States Department of Justice has imposed gagging orders that prevent 
discussion of the allegations.2" US and other media have reported little on this issue.24 


Death in the Med[edit] 


In a programme broadcast in 2010, Jane Corbin investigated what really happened on 
the ship Mavi Marmara, when Israeli commandos seized the ship as part of the blockade 
of Gaza. 


Abbas Al Lawati, a reporter for Gu/f News, who was on the Mavi Marmara during 

the Gaza flotilla raid, criticised Panorama's reporting of the raid in the documentary, 
"Death in the Med", stating that it was either a result of "weak journalism" or "deep 
bias".28 Nobel Peace Laureate Mairead Maguire, who had also participated in the Free 
Gaza flotilla, has also accused the programme of a "lack of truth" and "bias" in a letter 
to the BBC, describing its effects on the families of those who died as a "grave 
injustice". 2% 


"The BBC Trust has ruled that a Panorama documentary about the Israeli boarding of 
the Mavi Marmara was "accurate and impartial" overall..." 2% 


FIFA's Dirty Secrets[edit] 
Main article: FIFA's Dirty Secrets 


On 29 November 2010, three days before voting for the 2018 FIFA World 

Cup, Panorama broadcast an investigation into bribes by senior FIFA officials.2# 
Undercover Care: The Abuse Exposed[edit] 

Main article: Winterbourne View hospital abuse 

On 31 May 2011 Panorama aired an investigation into physical and psychological abuse 


suffered by people with learning disabilities and challenging behaviour at Winterbourne 
View private hospital in Bristol. It showed a number of patients being repeatedly 


punched, kicked, slapped, pinned down and given cold punishment showers - then left 
outside in near zero degree temperatures.) 


Local social services and the national regulator had received various warnings but the 
mistreatment continued. One senior nurse three times contacted the national regulator 
saying he wanted to talk about "abuse" - but heard nothing back.®2! The hospital was 
shut down.!! 


On 21 June 2011, 86 people and organisations wrote to the Prime Minister, David 
Cameron about the revelations, "We are aware of the various actions currently being 
taken within and outside government - such as the DH review and CQC internal inquiry. 
We hope to make submissions to those both individually and collectively. However, on 
their own these will not be enough and a clear programme is needed to achieve 
change."25 


The prime minister responded saying he was "appalled" at the "catalogue of 
abuses" Panorama had revealed.22 


In June 2011 the Association of Supported Living[30] issued a press statement, which 
was followed up in writing to every member of parliament in the United Kingdom, calling 
for community based assisted living services to replace institutional services for people 
with learning disabilities. 


The national regulator, the CQC did a nationwide check on facilities owned by the same 
company - as a result three more institutions have been closed.&4 


The CQC also inspected 132 similar institutions and a Serious Case Review was 
commissioned - some of the roughly ten local and national enquiries were carried out to 
examine what went wrong, including one by NHS Southwest which was one of the first 
to be published and list many of the others, 22221 


The head of the Care Quality Commission resigned ahead of a critical government 
report, a report in which Winterbourne View was cited.“ 


Eleven people plead guilty to criminal offences of neglect or abuse as a result of 
evidence from Undercover Care and six of them were jailed.“2! Immediately after the 
eleventh person pleaded guilty, the Serious Case Review was published, revealing 
hundreds of previous incidents at the hospital and missed warnings.“ 


Mencap published a report warning that similar abuse could be going on elsewhere and 
calling for the closure of all large institutions far from people's families. 4! 


The film has also won a number of awards including the RTS Scoop of the year and a 
BAFTA.“ 


The Daily Telegraph said, "It is impossible to read the details of what went on at 
Winterbourne View, a care home for the severely disabled in Gloucestershire, without 
feeling repelled. In the wake of an exposé from the BBC’s Panorama, 11 members of 


staff were convicted of almost 40 charges of neglect and ill treatment of those in their 
care." 471[48][49 


Euro 2012: Stadiums of Hate[edit] 


Police in Warsaw on 12 June 2012 


On 28 May 2012 Panorama examined the issues of racism, antisemitism and football 
hooliganism which it stated were prevalent among Polish and Ukrainian fans.5 The 
programme, titled "Euro 2012: Stadiums of Hate", included recent footage of fans 
chanting various antisemitic slogans and displays of white power symbols and banners. 
The documentary recorded antisemitism and monkey noise taunts of black players in 
Poland.&! In Ukraine, the documentary recorded Nazi salutes and FC Metalist 

Kharkiv fans violently assaulting a group of Asian students at the Metalist Oblast Sports 
Complex, one of the stadiums hosting matches in Ukraine.24=2| Panorama filmed former 
England defender Sol Campbell watching these clips, and then asked him whether he 
would recommend families go to the Championship. He responded: "Stay at home, 
watch it on TV. Don't even risk it... because you could end up coming back in a coffin."=! 


The report was then followed up by most of the British media, which published a large 
number of articles accusing Poles and Ukrainians of racism.&4 


The documentary was criticised as sensationalist, unbalanced and unethical. Jonathan 
Ornstein, Director of the Jewish Community Center= in Kraków, Poland, and who was 
interviewed for the film said: "I am furious at the way the BBC has exploited me as a 
source. The organization used me and others to manipulate the serious subject of anti- 
Semitism for its own sensationalist agenda... the BBC knowingly cheated its own 
audience - the British people - by concocting a false horror story about Poland. In doing 
so, the BBC has spread fear, ignorance, prejudice and hatred. | am profoundly disturbed 
by this unethical form of journalism."& The BBC rejected Ornstein's criticism, however, 
saying: "The context of the programme was made clear to Mr Ornstein both before and 
during the interview which he kindly agreed to do with the programme 

makers. Panorama disagrees in the strongest terms that his interview was 
misrepresented." The BBC reproduced the text of Ornstein's interview, including those 
parts which were not broadcast, and also pointed out that Ornstein "contacted the 
programme makers two days after it was broadcast in the UK on 28 May and 
immediately thereafter running on Youtube. He made none of the comments featured in 
his statement of Wednesday 6 June. We note that his statement was made following the 
programme's broadcast on Tuesday 5th June on Polish TV."24 


Another source used in the film, anti-racism campaigner Jacek Purski said: "The material 
prepared by the BBC is one-sided. It does not show the whole story of Polish 
preparations for the Euros. It does not show the Championship ran a lot of activities 
aimed at combating racism in the "Respect Diversity" campaign. For us the Euro is not 
only about matches. The event has become an opportunity to fight effectively against 
racism and promote multiculturalism. There is no country in Europe free from racism. 
These are the facts. "58 


Black Polish MP John Godson said: "The documentary was biased, one sided and rather 
sensational. | have received information that there were also interviews that were 
omitted by the BBC—for example interview with the Polish police."= 


A reporter from Gazeta Wyborcza, Poland's most popular left-wing newspaper, 
questioned Panorama's practices and said: "I am becoming more and more surprised 
with what the BBC says. So far it has denied two situations | witnessed. | would not be 
surprised if the BBC prepared a statement saying that the Panorama crew has never 
been to Poland." 


Ukrainian foreign ministry spokesman Oleh Voloshyn responded that the allegations 
were an “invented and mythical problem",©= and that "Nazi symbols can be seen at... 
any match in England". Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk stated: "Nobody who comes 
to Poland will be in any danger because of his race. This is not our custom, as is not 
pointing out similar incidents in other countries. "82 


The Guardian reported: "Other sources have come forward to say that an interview with 
a Jewish Israeli player was also cut from the programme because he failed to 

confirm Panorama's "anti-semitism" thesis. The BBC interviewed midfielder Aviram 
Baruchian, who plays for the Polish team Polonia Warsaw. One source who was present 
said the Panorama journalists had complained afterwards that the interview was 
"useless". Panorama strongly denies this. It says the interview was not used because 
Baruchian had only played in the Polish league since January. 


Panorama responded to the criticism, saying: "England Fans, the official England 
Supporters’ Club, travelling to Euro 2012 called the programme unhelpful and some 
Poles in the UK have expressed concern that they have been labelled as racist. But amid 
all of these accusations against Panorama and the BBC, there is a real fear that the key 
issue has been missed - the overt and frightening racist and anti-Semitic abuse and 
violence of the kind broadcast by Panorama is both wrong and deeply upsetting to 
those on its receiving end. That was the point of the programme. We set out to highlight 
a wrong. Were the beatings that the students from India sustained in Ukraine's Metalist 
stadium somehow "exaggerated"? Was the fact that they said the police were of "no 
use" as they walked off bruised and alone into the Ukrainian night somehow "made up"? 
Were the monkey chants hurled at the black players we filmed in Poland somehow 
"sensationalised"?!! 


British columnist Edward Lucas wrote: "Either the allegations against the BBC area 
tissue of lies (and those who make them will be exposed), or the programme-makers 
have a lot of explaining to do. ...it rightly decried the use of "Jew" as an insult, but never 
mentioned that just the same - deplorable - language is used by rival fans against Ajax 
in the Netherlands or Tottenham Hotspur in Britain. It said ethnic minorities were "all 
but invisible" - but did not mention that Poland has two black members of parliament 
(Britain elected its first only in 1987). Poland certainly has its problems - but the highly 
questionable assumptions behind eastern ‘backwardness' and Western ‘progress’ went 
blithely unexamined. It would be easy to scent a kind of ‘orientalism' here: the belief 
that ‘ex-communist' is synonymous with 'poor', 'nasty' and ‘ignorant’. The muddy 
wastelands of the east are great places to make shocking documentaries. Best of all, 
because nobody there knows English, you can say pretty much what you like and get 
away with it. Not any more." 


Brendan O'Neill wrote in The Daily Telegraph that England fans had staged "a protest 
against BBC Panorama's hysterical depiction of Ukraine as a hotbed of racism and anti- 
Semitism, which they have discovered during their stay in that country to be untrue. ...it 
was the respectable Beeb, echoed by broadsheets, which painted an entire nation "over 


there" as backward and prejudiced, while it has fallen to everyday fans to poke holes in 
this xenophobic mythmaking and to point out that there is actually nothing scary about 
modern Ukraine and its inhabitants. England fans have proven themselves way more 

racially enlightened than the aloof suits in the current-affairs department of the BBC." 


England football coach Roy Hodgson said the racism allegations were "the biggest 
negativity in England... As a result | think we’ve lost a lot of fans who didn’t come 
because of a lot of horror stories about how life would be in the Ukraine and Poland." 
Hodgson added that he had nothing but positive impressions of Poland and Ukraine. 


According to the Dutch daily de Telegraaf, during an open training session in Kraków, 
Dutch black players were allegedly subjected to monkey noises and jeers, an incident 
that the Holland captain Mark van Bommel described as a "real disgrace". UEFA 
acknowledged that there had been "isolated incidents of racist chanting".'! However, 
other Dutch media, including the prestigious daily de Volkskrant, have reported that the 
allegations of monkey chants were made up. According to the newspaper, the coach of 
the Dutch team has made several statements to the BBC that he had not heard the 
supposed chanting, nor did the rest of the team. According to de Volksrant, the story 
was sensationalised by de Telegraaf The Daily Mail reported that the FA intended to 
write a letter of complaint to the BBC.2 


Jessica Elgot wrote an article in The Jewish Chronicle headlined "I went all the way to 
‘racist’ Kiev and all | got was love" reporting how "By-and-large, no one understood why 
we were going. Friends raised their eyebrows in horror, before inquiring if we had seen 
"that Panorama programme". My grandmother politely inquired why we wanted to go to 
"that shmatte place". As | left for the airport, | got a sweet good-bye text from my 
house-mate. "Have a lovely trip. Please don’t get Jew-bashed."“™ 


Irish football fans filled 14 pages of their blog with praise for Poland and Ukraine, many 
of them highly critical of the BBC and Panorama 


The Daily Mirror commented: "The biggest plus of Euro 2012 must be the 
scaremongering presented by BBC's Panorama of violence and terrible racism in Poland 
and Ukraine largely proved to be just that. If you do not believe me, then take the word 
of Gary Lineker who did not mind taking a swipe at his BBC bosses to point out how 
friendly and accommodating the locals have been. Ahead of Spain’s semi with Portugal, 
Lineker tweeted: 'Donetsk is a lovely town with friendly folk. Pre-tournament 
scaremongering way off the mark.'"! 


Tim Black, senior writer at Spiked, speculated that "What seemed to drive ‘Stadiums of 
Hate’ was not an intention to deceive, exactly. It was something else: an overriding 
willingness to believe the worst about people from ‘over there’. The East European 
‘they’ are not like ‘us’, the programme seemed to be saying: they are less developed, 
less socially advanced; they need our moral lessons, our anti-racist schooling. Amid the 
apparent social backwardness of Poland and Ukraine, the multicultural, cosmopolitan 
superiority of Western Europe can shine through. And we in Britain can bask in its 
glow.""741 


The Daily Mail reported that the Football Association intended to write a letter of 
complaint to the BBC.@! The paper also said that the three nations fined by UEFA for 
racism were not the hosts but visitors from Spain, Croatia and Russia. 2 


The deputy mayor of Krakow, referring to the incidents of racism and anti-Semitism 
broadcast by Panorama, said: "We believe that, step by step, the clubs will also take 
more responsibility for this kind of activity at stadiums". Adam Bulandra, project 
coordinator of the Interkulturalni Foundation and co-author of Krakéw's new anti-racist 


strategy said: "The local community does not react properly to this problem, it does not 
actively oppose the incidents that happen, that's why they are so visible, and we want 
to change this situation." A spokesperson for Poland's Omsbudsman for Citizens' Rights, 
noted that while there may seem to be only a small number of racist incidents in 
Poland, that 80 percent of racist crimes go unreported in the country. 


In 2014, Jewish News and other news organizations reported that during the making of 
the documentary, host Chris Rogers had been filmed giving a Nazi salute while 
marching in front of the crew. Rogers was reprimanded by the BBC, apologized and had 
not been re-hired by the Panorama program for two years after the incident. 


The Mind Reader: Unlocking My Voice[edit] 


This Panorama Special broadcast on 13 November 2012 showed the pioneering work 
being done by scientists to help patients who have suffered severe brain injuries. The 
film told the stories of a group of patients and their families, and showed the 
revolutionary efforts made to help them communicate with the outside world. The film 
included the story of Scott Routley, a Canadian man in a persistent vegetative state for 
more than a decade who was able to tell doctors he is not in any pain.” 


North Korea Undercover[edit] 


North Korea Undercover was filmed in North Korea in late March 2013 by a 3-person 
team that accompanied a group of students from the London School of Economics. The 
trip was organised through the Grimshaw Club - an international relations club affiliated 
with LSE - by Tomiko Sweeney, the wife of John Sweeney. The North Koreans, who 
require permission for entry by journalists, and who have jailed journalists who have 
attempted unauthorised entry, were not informed of the BBC team and failed to 
recognize John Sweeney, calling him "professor." The degree to which the students were 
informed led to a difference of opinion between the institutions later, with the BBC 
maintaining that less than full disclosure was a measure taken to protect the students in 
the event of discovery." Sweeney and his wife were accompanied by a BBC 
cameraman.£4 


Subsequently, however, a public statement signed by six of the 10 LSE student 
participants on the trip said that "We feel that we have now been put in more risk than 
was originally the case, as a result of the LSE's decision to go public with their story”. 
821 They also indicated that they had no objection to the broadcast of the BBC Panorama 
documentary and that they were satisfied with how the BBC handled the trip. 


According to Gianluca Spezza, an informed critic and one of the directors of NK News, 
the documentary was of low quality, comparable to many of the videos frequently taken 
by tourists and posted to YouTube. In addition, according to Spezza, the undercover 
filming had a detrimental effect on responsible efforts to engage in legitimate cultural 
exchange and development of mutual understanding. 


Contaminated Blood: The Search for the Truth[edit] 


Originally broadcast on 10 May 2017, the 1-hour special episode examined some of the 
events surrounding the Contaminated Blood Scandal whereby Haemophiliacs were 
infected with Hepatitis C & HIV via Factor VIII medicine products.& 


The programme featured former Health Ministers Andy Burnham and David Owen, both 
were critical of successive governments roles in the scandal, with the former suggesting 
it was "criminal". Professor John Cash (former Director of the Scottish National Blood 


Transfusion Service) told the programme that the truth about the Scandal in England & 
Wales "has not yet been told”. 


One of the victims sons, Jason Evans, told the programme he was now taking legal 
action, which was subsequently billed by the press as a "Landmark Legal case". In the 
days after the programme he was joined by hundreds of others and the situation is on- 
going. 


Is Labour Anti-Semitic? [edit] 


There was significant coverage even prior to airing for this hour-long episode, which 
premiered on 10 July 2019 and explored allegations of antisemitism in the UK Labour 
Party. During the programme, eight former members of Labour party staff said that 
senior Labour figures had intervened to downgrade punishments handed out to 
members over antisemitism.£2 


The programme was presented by John Ware and produced by Neil Grant, both of whom 
also worked on a 2015 Panorama programme, Labour's Earthquake. Grant, who had 
been a teacher at JFS! and London Labour Party activist,2£4 also produced a 

2016 Dispatches programme, Battle for the Labour Party. Both programmes were 
strongly criticised by some Labour Party supporters for their hostility to Corbyn and the 
left. According to the pro-Palestinian website, The Electronic Intifada, and/or The 
Canary, those interviewed on the programme, often without their names or affiliations 
being stated, included eight past or present office holders of the Jewish Labour 
Movement: Rebecca Filer, Joshua Garfield, Joe Goldberg, Izzy Lenga, Adam Langleben, 
Alex Richardson, Ella Rose and Stephen Savary, as well as Alan Johnson of the Britain 
Israel Communications and Research Centre and Dave Rich of the Community Security 
Trust. Louise Ellman was also interviewed without her former chairmanship of the 
JLM being mentioned. Neither the names nor affiliations of JLM associate member and 
Corbyn critic Rachel Barker or Board of Deputies Director Phil Rosenberg were 
mentioned. Later analysis produced further critiques, particularly the lack of alternative 
views, use of partial quotes and unjustified assumptions, 2123941 Ken Loach called it 
"probably the most disgusting programme I've ever seen on the BBC...it bought the 
propaganda from people who were intent on destroying Corbyn.” The Labour 

Party itself criticised the programme prior to broadcast and issued the following 
statement afterwards: 


"The Panorama programme was not a fair or balanced investigation. It was a seriously 
inaccurate, politically one-sided polemic, which breached basic journalistic standards, 
invented quotes and edited emails to change their meaning. It was an overtly biased 
intervention by the BBC in party political controversy. An honest investigation into 
antisemitism in Labour and wider society is in the public interest. The Panorama team 
instead pre-determined an answer to the question posed by the programme's title." 


A Labour Party spokesman further said that staff featured in the documentary were 
"disaffected former officials [and] include those who have always opposed Jeremy 
Corbyn’s leadership, worked to actively undermine it, and have both personal and 
political axes to grind." However, in the wake of the programme over 100 Labour 
Party staff and former staff called on the Party to renew trust in its employees: GMB 
Union members voted 124-4 to demand apologies from the party to the former staff. 
e3 John Cryer, Chair of the Parliamentary Labour Party, said that attacking former 
Labour staff who appeared on the documentary was "a gross misjudgment".“4 Labour 
later submitted a formal complaint about the programme to the BBC, which received 
around 1,600 complaints in total.22 Elsewhere, testimony provided in the programme 
was described as "harrowing" by the Jerusalem Post. 1% 


Attempted censorship by security services[edit] 


In December 2011, it was revealed that former BBC Director General Sir lan_ 
Trethowan had met with the chiefs of MI5 and the Secret Intelligence Service about an 
episode of Panorama dealing with the security services in 1981.2% He showed a video 
recording of the original programme to Bernard Sheldon, then legal adviser to MI5. 

uou The latter suggested cuts to the programme and Trethowan asked the head of BBC 
News to reduce the programme to half its length.24 


Scheduling/[edit] 


The scheduling of Panorama has, since the 1980s, often been a subject of media debate 
and controversy, due to the duties of the BBC to provide both on the one hand 
entertaining programming that appeals to a mass audience, and on the other serious 
journalism that might have a narrower audience. In February 1985, with the programme 
being watched by an average audience of just 3.5 million viewers, Controller of BBC 
One Michael Grade moved the programme from its traditional prime time 8.10 pm slot 
on Monday evenings back to 9.30 pm, after the Mine O'Clock News. Despite many 
protests about this move in the media,2~! Panorama remained in this slot until 1997, 
although two of Grade's successors, Alan Yenotob and Michael Jackson, were known to 
be unhappy about running 70 continuous minutes of news from 9 pm.2%2 In May 1997 
the Acting Controller of BBC One, Mark Thompson, did move Panorama back half an 
hour to 10 pm, to make way for the sitcom Birds of a Feather, which opened the BBC to 
criticism that it was sidelining serious content in favour of lighter programming.“ 


In 2000, the programme was moved again, with the 10 pm timeslot no longer available 
due to the transferring of the BBC News from 9 pm to the later slot. Panorama was 
moved to Sunday nights, after the news, usually shown at around 10.15 pm - labelled 
by some critics as a "graveyard slot".4! The number of editions made per year was also 
reduced, which attracted press criticism for the BBC in general and its Director- 
General Greg Dyke in particular, as Dyke was the driving force behind the schedule 
changes.2™!2951 The incoming Controller of BBC One, Lorraine Heggessey, defended the 
move, claiming that the programme's audience would have "dwindled" had it remained 
on Monday nights."22! 


In January 2007 Heggessey's successor, Peter Fincham, moved Panorama back from 
Sunday nights to a prime time Monday evening slot at 8.30 pm, although it was now 
shorter than it had previously been, running to half an hour. This decision was at least 
partly in response to a demand from the Board of Governors of the BBC for the channel 
to show more current affairs programming during prime time. n% 


See also[edit] 


IES BBC portal 


e This World 

e Dispatches Channel 4, 1987- 

e World in Action ITV, 1963-98 

e This Week ITV, 1956-79, 1986-92 
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PM, sometimes referred to as the PM programme to avoid ambiguity, is BBC Radio 4's 
long-running early evening news and current affairs programme. It is currently 
presented by Evan Davis and Carolyn Quinn. 


Broadcast times[edit] 


PM is broadcast from 5pm to 6pm from Monday to Friday and from 5pm to 5:30pm on 
Saturdays. On weekdays it is followed by another news programme, the Six O'Clock 
News. 


History[edit] 


PM launched on 6 April 1970, with its first presenters, William Hardcastle and Derek 
Cooper, promising a programme that "sums up the day, and your evening starts here". 
41 |t made history for being the first radio news programme to feature its own theme 
tune.2I21 Three have been used, with the last ending in 1997 in the aftermath of the 
death of Princess Diana. 


The First PM theme tune was by John Baker and the BBC Radiophonic Workshop. 


The second was produced by Dudley Simpson, with the final used between 1993 and 
1997 was by George Fenton. 


Notable presenters after William Hardcastle included Steve Race, Brian Widlake, Robert 
Williams, Chris Lowe, Joan Bakewell, Susannah Simons, Rachael Heyhoe 

Flint and Valerie Singleton (a former Blue Peter presenter — in pre-interview 

chats, junior ministers "inevitably" claimed that they still had their Blue Peter badge). 


During the late 1970s and early 1980s, the programme's main presenter was Gordon 
Clough, who would typically prepare for the programme by completing 
the Times, Guardian and FT crosswords. 


Valerie Singleton and Hugh Sykes co-presented the show during the 1980s but had a 
difficult relationship, with Singleton admitting she threw a cup of water in his face while 
live on air. Singleton made a one-off return to PM on 29 February 2016 to co-present a 
special 'Leap Day' programme, alongside Eddie Mair, and proposed marriage to him at 
the end of the programme. 


Presenters[edit] 
Current[edit] 
Years Presenter curent 
role 
2018- ; Lead 
Evan Davis 
present ———- E Presenter 
2000- Carolyn 
present Quinn Presenten 
2018- Luke Jones Presenter, 
present iPM 
Former[edit] 


e Steve Race (1970-1972) 
e Brian Widlake (1970s/1980s) 


e Valerie Singleton (1981-1992) ™ 
e Hugh Sykes (1987-1993) ® 

e Chris Lowe (1992-7) 

e Dan Damon (1996-2003) 

e Clare English (1997-2003) 

e Nigel Wrench (2003-2008) 

e Paddy O'Connell (??-2008) 

e Eddie Mair (1998-2018)™ 


iPM(edit] 


On 12 October 2007, the programme started an additional blog for a spin-off 
programme called /PM,“4 broadcast on Saturdays at 5:30pm (immediately after the 
Saturday edition of PM) until 22 December and available as a podcast." 'Through the 
blog, /PM listeners could discuss ideas with the production team and comment on the 
stories being lined up for the following show - so what ended up on air was shaped by 
the listeners.22 


Quirky features[edit] 


Though predominantly consisting of serious news, the programme is known for 
occasional satirical commentary, both from the presenters and in letters from listeners. 


In 2008 the programme renamed its financial news slot "Upshares, Downshares" and 
used the title music of the television drama Upstairs, Downstairs, composed 

by Alexander Faris. In 2009, variations on the tune performed by PM listeners in a 
variety of styles from bossa nova to heavy metal"?! became a regular feature. This 
ended when the UK statistically left recession early in 2010. In October 2010, a 
compilation was released in aid of the Children in Need charity appeal, for which it 
raised over £70,000." 


Production[edit] 


PM is currently'2 edited by Owenna Griffiths. The production team also works on Radio 
4's The World at One, The World This Weekend and Broadcasting House. 


A Radio Times poll in 2005 named Mair as the fifth most powerful person in radio.“ 


Awards[edit] 

The programme won two accolades in the 2007 Sony Radio Academy Awards: Gold in 
the Interactive Programme Award, and Silver for Soeech Programme. 

See also[edit] 


e Today programme Radio 4's early morning stablemate to PM. 
e The World at One Radio 4's afternoon stablemate to PM. 
e The World Tonight, Radio 4's late evening stablemate to PM. 


Analogous programmes include PM on ABC Radio National in Australia and A// Things 
Considered on NPR in the United States. 
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External links[edit] 


e PM at BBC Programmes # 
Video clips[edit] 


e Upshares Downshares in the studio 


e Upshares Downshares (electronic guitar arrangement) 
e TV advert 


Audio clips[edit] 


e Upshares Downshares (Dr Who Radiophonic Workshop arrangement) 
e PM theme tunes 
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Reporters 


Created by BBC World News 


Presented by Philippa Thomas 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language(s) English 


Production 


Production location(s) Broadcasting House, London 


Running time 26 minutes 
Release 
Original network BBC World News 


BBC News Channel (former) 


Picture format HDTV 1080i 
Original release 1997 - 
present 
Chronology 
Related shows UK Reporters 


External links 


Website 


Reporters is a weekly analytical programme shown on BBC News, during BBC 
Breakfast on BBC One and BBC World News. 


The programme features a presenter linking a number of BBC news reports from the 
past week or highlighting a topic or a series of reports and in some cases conducting 
interviews with correspondents present at the time the events took place. It was also 


shown on the BBC News Channel in the UK, but since mid-2017, this is no longer 
broadcast. 


Normally, the Thursday presenter of World News Today presents the show. Its sister 
show is UK Reporters which shows viewers internationally the best reports from across 
the United Kingdom. 


Presenters[edit] 

Years Presenter Current role 
Avil Philippa Main Presenter 
present Thomas 
AUI Kasia Madera 
present 


2 i 
20?7 Tim Willcox Regular Relief 
present Sa presenter 
are Yalda Hakim 


Former presenters[edit] 


e Carrie Gracie - Deputy presenter 2013-2014 
e Zeinab Badawi - Main presenter 20??-2014 


Special editions[edit] 


Lyse Doucet presented a special edition in December 2013 marking three years since 
the start of the Arab uprisings and reports assessing the impact of the protests across 
the region. Another edition was presented by Komla Dumor looking back at the life 

of Nelson Mandela. In late December a two part episode airs looking back at the best 

reports from the last twelve months episode split January - June and July - 

December. Clive Myrie presented an edition in April 2015 looking at Europes Migration 
crisis. 


External links[edit] 


e Reporters BBC News 
e [1] BBC Online reporters blog 
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Show Me the Money 


Genre Business 
Presented by Declan Curry 
Country of origin United Kingdom 
Original language(s) English 
No. of episodes 109 

Production 
Running time 30 mins 

Release 

Original release 31 October 2010 - 


24 February 2013 


External links 


Website 


Show Me the Money is a British topical debate programme that aired on BBC. The 
shows typically featured three top bosses and entrepreneurs who debated about who 
was making money and how they were doing it. This series began on 31 October 2010 
and ended on 24 February 2013. It was shown on BBC News at 9:30pm on Sundays. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00w19cq/ 


e BESBBC portal 
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Sport Today 


— e or, Ptod ay Dy 


Created by BBC World News 
Presented by Nick Marshall-McCormack 
Chris Mitchell 


Marc Edwards 


Country of origin 


Original language( 


s) 


Production 


location(s) 


Running time 


Original network 


Picture format 


Original release 


Related shows 


Sport Today is a sports news programme produced by the BBC and is shown on BBC 
World News. It is broadcast up to 12 times daily from Monday-Thursday, 11 times daily 
on Friday and twice daily at the weekend. The programme provides the news, results 
and action from major sports events around the world. In the United Kingdom, it is 


Tulsen Tollett 


United Kingdom 


English 


Production 


BBC Television 


Centre, London (2003-2012) 


MediaCityUK, Salford (2012-) 


15 minutes 


Release 


BBC World News 
BBC News / BBC One (overnight) 


576i (16:9 SDTV) 
1080i (HDTV) 


2003 - 


present 


Chronology 


Sportsday 


broadcast as Sportsday. 


From 13 June 2011, three more bulletins were added to provide more news content for 
viewers in the UK overnight and in the Asia-Pacific region in the mornings. They are 


shown as part of the BBC's Newsday. 


Presenters[edit] 
BBC Television Centre, London (2003-2012) 


e Rob Bonnet 
e Francis Collings 
e Adnan Nawaz 


MediaCityUK, Salford (2012-present) 


e Mike Bushell 

e Marc Edwards 

e James Pearce 

e Karthi Gnanasegaram 

e Ore Oduba 

e Reshmin Chowdhury 

e Phil Jones 

e Damian Johnson 

e Jonathan Legard 

e Sue Thearle (freelance) 
e Lizzie Greenwood-Hughes 
e Tulsen Tollett 


EIGSBBC portal 
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Talking Movies 


Genre Film review 


Presented by Tom Brook 


Country of origin United States 


United Kingdom 


Original language(s) English 


No. of seasons 14 
No. of episodes 400+ 
Production 


Executive producer(s) Paul Gibbs 


Producer(s) Tom Brook 
Production New York, New York 
location(s) 

Running time 22 minutes 


Production company( Tom Brook LLC 


s) 

Release 
Original network BBC World News BBC America 
Original release February 1999 - present 


External links 


Website 


Talking Movies is a top-rated film news programme broadcast on the BBC, that covers 
cinema around the world, including delivering reviews of the latest films and exclusive 
interviews with top Hollywood and international talent. The half-hour flagship 
programme, with a format conceived by BBC TV Executive Producer, Martin Everard, 
jointly with presenter journalist Tom Brook premiered in 1999 with the demise of the 


BBC's Barry Norman film programme, and is broadcast on BBC World News, while 
shorter Talking Movies reports are broadcast during the week and carried in the 
mornings on BBC America. At one time, the programme was carried on BBC 1, BBC 2, 
BBC News 24 as well as to the 200 million homes on BBC World. An edited version 
was/is also shown on a number of international airlines’ inflight channels. 


As of 2012, the programme has run for over 400 editions and features annual episodes 
covering the Sundance, Cannes and Toronto film festivals. Recently, the programme has 
traveled to India and Brazil, reporting on the latest developments in cinema in both 
countries. The programme has a strong following in Asia, North America, and Europe, as 
well as other parts of the world. 


Formatf{edit] 


Talking Movies is transmitted in a 30-minute format in a regular spot on BBC World 
News, and can be seen in shorter sections during news broadcasts throughout the week 
on BBC America. Since its inception, the show has featured Brook covering the latest 
film releases from Hollywood, around the world, and from the independent sector. With 
a strong emphasis on their exclusive interviews, most of the world’s top film celebrities 
have now appeared on the show. In addition to these one-on-ones, each edition of the 
programme usually features a story on a new trend, or issue, within the world of 
cinema. Special editions of the programme are seen on the BBC's News Channel. The 
show also appeared for two seasons on BBC Two. 


Presenters[edit] 
The programme's main presenter and writer is Tom Brook, who is often seen on location 
in Times Square. He is supported by reporters Manoush Zomorodi and Al Moloney. 


External links[edit] 


e Talking Movies on Facebook 

e Talking Movies on IMDb 

e Talking Movies at BBC World News 
e = Talking Movies at BBC America 


Today (BBC Radio 4) 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


"Today programme" and "Radio 4 Today" redirects here. This article is about the radio 
show. For other programmes of this name, see Today§Television. 


Today 


T2DAY 


Genre News, current events, and factual 


Weekdays: 06:00-09:00 
Saturday: 07:00-09:00 


Running 


time 


Country of United Kingdom 


origin 


Language(s English 
) 


Home BBC Radio 4 


station 


Hosted by Justin Webb 
Mishal Husain 
Nick Robinson 


Martha Kearney 


Edited by Sarah Sands 


Recording Broadcasting House (1957-97, Dec 2012- 
studio present) 


BBC Television Centre (1997 - Dec 2012) 


Original 28 October 1957 - present 

release 

Website www.bbc.co.uk/today www.twitter.com/ 
BBCR4Today 


Today, colloquially known as The Today Programme and BBC Radio 4 Today, is the 
BBC's long-running early-morning news and current affairs radio programme, broadcast 
on Monday to Friday from 6:00 am to 9:00 am, and from 7:00 am to 9:00 am on 
Saturday on Radio 4. It is the highest-rated programme on Radio 4, and one of the 
BBC's most popular programmes across its radio networks." Consisting of in-depth 
political interviews and reports interspersed with regular news bulletins, as well 

as Thought for the Day, it has been voted the most influential news programme in 
Britain in setting the political agenda,” with an average weekly listening audience 
around 7 million.“ It was voted the Best National Speech Breakfast Show at the 2016 
Radio Academy Awards."! 


History[edit] 


Today was launched on the BBC's Home Service on 28 October 1957 as a programme of 
"topical talks" to give listeners an alternative to listening to light music. The 
programme's founders were Isa Benzie and Janet Quigley. Benzie gave the programme 
its name, and served as its first de facto editor. It was initially broadcast as two 20- 
minute editions slotted in around the existing news bulletins and religious and musical 
items. It became part of the BBC's Current Affairs department in 1963, and started to 
become more news-orientated. The two editions also became longer, and by the end of 
the 1960s it had become a single programme two hours in length that enveloped the 
news bulletins and the religious talk that had become Thought for the Day in 1970.4 In 
May 1977, Radio 4 controller lan McIntyre cut it to two 25-minute parts, filling the gap 
with Up to the Hour. The new format was unpopular with BBC staff, including Peter 
Donaldson who on at least one occasion openly ridiculed the programme on air. It 
also provoked comments in the diary columns of the daily newspapers. From July 

1978, Today returned to its previous length and Up to the Hour was dropped.24 


Jack de Maniot” became its principal presenter in 1958. He was held in affection by 
listeners, but became notorious for on-air gaffes (announcing a documentary 

on Nigeria titled 'The Land of Niger' as 'The Land of Nigger', and referring to Yoko 

Ono as "Yoko Hama, or whatever her name is", for instance).22 In 1970 the programme 
format was changed so that there were two presenters each day. De Manio left in 1971, 
and in the late 1970s the team of John Timpson and Brian Redhead became established. 
Timpson had been critical of the content, style and professionalism of Today— 
describing it once as "not so much a programme, more a way of telling the time" and 
being filled with "eccentric octogenarians, prize pumpkins, and folk who ate lightbulbs 
and spiders" .22 


In the late 1970s and early 1980s, under editors Ken Goudie and Julian 

Holland, Today made moves to broaden its appeal away from broadcasting a lot of 
national politics with London-centric bias. Presentation was split for a time between 
London, usually by John Timpson, and from Manchester, usually by Brian Redhead. The 
objective was to make it more of a balanced, national programme. The on-air humour of 
the two presenters and the split of locations made the programme very popular and 
influential. Brian Redhead was quoted, "If you want to drop a word in the ear of the 
nation, then this is the programme in which to do it."!4 This pairing lasted until 
Timpson's retirement in 1986. Other presenters during this period included Libby 
Purves in the late 1970s. John Humphrys and Sue MacGregor joined the rotating list of 
presenters in 1986. Peter Hobday who had first broadcast on the programme in the 
1950s was a regular presenter from the early 80s and a favourite with listeners because 
of his relaxed, urbane style. 


By this time the programme was benefiting from publicity gained after it became known 
that Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher was a regular listener. Ministers thus became 
keen to go on the programme, but the tough, confrontational interviewing they 
encountered led to accusations that the BBC was biased. Criticism was particularly 
directed against Redhead, who was often seen as being on the left. Chancellor Nigel 
Lawson accused him of having been a Labour voter all his life during a live interview, 

451 in 1988. The style of the male interviewers was analysed and contrasted with the 
approach of MacGregor, who was alleged to be giving subjects an easier time. The 'Big 
8.10' interview that follows the 8 o'clock news had become an important institution of 
British politics, a position it retains.“92 


After Brian Redhead died in January 1994, James Naughtie became a member of the 
team. Peter Hobday presented the programme regularly until 1996; Sarah 


Montague replaced MacGregor in 2002. Carolyn Quinn was a regular presenter until 
2008 as was Edward Stourton until 2009. Other more occasional presenters include the 
BBC's Stephen Sackur and Tim Franks.“ Evan Davis and Justin Webb"! were the newest 
regular presenters to join the roster until Mishal Husain in 2013. Husain became the 
second regular female presenter when James Naughtie began to cover the Scottish 
Independence referendum as a Good Morning Scotland presenter for two days a week, 
and across the BBC's output. Naughtie returned to Today before the 2015 general 
election.2% 


On 7 July 2015, the BBC announced that James Naughtie was to leave the programme, 
to become a Special Correspondent for BBC Radio 4.24 Two days later, Nick 

Robinson was announced as Naughtie's replacement.22 In April 2018, Martha 

Kearney joined the team in a straight swap with Sarah Montague, who left to take over 
Kearney's old role as lead presenter of The World at One.” 


On 19 September 2019 John Humphrys hosted his last edition of the Today Programme, 
after 32 years on the show. His last major guests were former Prime Ministers David 
Cameron and Tony Blair, as well as drag personality Dame Edna Everage.24! 


Current presenters[edit] 


rear Presenter 
began 
2009 Justin Webb 
2013 Mishal Husain 
2015 Nick Robinson 
2018 Martha 
Kearney 


Former presenters[edit] 


e Jack de Manio (1958-71) 

e Robert Hudson (1964-68) 

e john Timpson (1964, 1970-76, 1978-86) 
e John Tidmarsh (1968-69) 

e Douglas Cameron (1970-74) 

e Robert Robinson (1971-74) 

e Barry Norman (1974-76) 

e Desmond Lynam (1974-75) 

e Paul Barnes (1975-77) 


Brian Redhead (1975-93) 
Gillian Reynolds (1975-76) 
Nigel Rees (1976-78) 
Libby Purves (1978-81) 

e Hugh Sykes (1978-82) 

e Peter Hobday (1983-96) 


e Jenni Murray (1985-87) 
e Sue MacGregor (1984-2002) 


e Anna Ford (1993-99) 

e Edward Stourton (1999-2009) 
e Carolyn Quinn (2004-08) 

e Evan Davis (2007-14) 

e James Naughtie (1994-2015) 
e Winifred Robinson (1996-2000) 
e Sarah Montague (2001-2018) 
e John Humphrys (1987-2019) 
Newsreaders[edit] | 

e Chris Aldridge 

e Corrie Corfield 

e Caroline Nicholls 

e Neil Sleat 

e Zeb Soanes 

e Diana Speed 


Kathy Clugston 
e Susan Rae 
e Charles Carroll 
e Alan Smith 
e Jane Steel 


Editors[edit] 


Jenny Abramsky (1986-87) 
Phil Harding (1987-93) 

Roger Mosey (1993-97) 

Rod Liddle (1998-2002) 

Kevin Marsh (2002-06) 

Ceri Thomas (2006-12) 

Jamie Angus (2013-2017) 
Sarah Sands (2017-present)2# 


Guest editors[edit] 


Further information: List of Today programme guest editors 


Beginning in 2003, for over one week at the end of December, guest editors have been 
invited to commission items for one edition of the programme. These usually reflect 
their social or cultural interests and at the end of each edition the guest editor is 


interviewed by a member of the regular presenting team about the experience. Guest 
editors participating in the inaugural year of this feature were Monica Ali, Thom 

Yorke, Stephen Hawking, and Norman Tebbit, who is a frequent critic of the programme. 
Since its inception, notable guest editors have included: David Blunkett, who used the 
programme as an opportunity to 'turn the tables' on John Humphrys in 2005; Rowan 
Williams, the Archbishop of Canterbury, whose appearance on 29 December 2006 
encompassed discussions of his growing concerns about the 'justification' for the 
invasion of Iraq, Britain's role in the affair, and the consequences for British armed 
forces; and Peter Hennessy, who, on 28 December 2007, led a visit to HMS Vigilant (a 
British Trident submarine) alongside its base at Faslane. The likes of Queen Noor of 
Jordan (2005), Bono (2004) and Sarah, Duchess of York (2004) have also pitched in for 
this one-day editorial stint to promote their causes and interests. 


Notable features[edit] 


Today regularly holds an end-of-year poll. For many years this took the form of write-in 
votes for the Man and Woman of the Year. This was stopped after an episode of 
organised vote-rigging in 1990, but was soon revived as a telephone vote for a single 
Personality of the Year. A further episode of vote-rigging, in favour of Tony Blair in 1996, 
forced the programme-makers to consider more innovative polling questions. In 2004 
listeners nominated candidates for a peerage, in 2005 the question was set of "Who 
Runs Britain?" (though this, too, turned out to be rigged). Recent years have also 
included nominations for a "Listener's Law" (which an MP agreed to sponsor as a 
parliamentary bill, although he did not support the winning nomination, which he 
thought was not appropriate), and, in 2006, nominations were sought for the law that 
listeners would most like to see repealed. 


In Thought for the Day, featured since 1970, a speaker reflects on topical issues from a 
theological viewpoint, the editorial responsibility lying with BBC's Religion and Ethics 
Department (a point often made on the Today programme).2# Notable contributors to 
the slot have included Rabbi Lionel Blue, the academic Elaine Storkey, the Sikh Indarjit 
Singh and Richard Harries, the former Bishop of Oxford. Over the years the slot has 
featured an increasing number of speakers from religions other than Christianity, 
though Christian speakers remain in a substantial majority. In August 2002 University of 
Oxford professor Richard Dawkins gave a non-religious humanist thought for the day; 
however, this did not replace the regular thought and was broadcast an hour later as an 
alternative thought. 


In 1983 the long-running "Prayer for the Day", which had always gone on air at 6.50am, 
was moved to 6.25am and replaced by a "Business News" slot. It was later moved, out 
of Today against protest from listeners, to 5.43am where it is still received by an 
appreciative audience. 


The programme has a regular slot for sports news and items, 'Sports Desk', between 26 
and 30 minutes past each hour, regularly presented by Garry Richardson, Jonathan 
Legard or Rob Bonnet and occasionally by Alison Mitchell, Karthi Gnanasegaram or Chris 
Dennis.24 If Parliament is in session the previous day there will be a summary at about 
06:50 (Yesterday in Parliament!) presented by two from Robert Orchard, David Wilby, 
21 Rachel Hooper and Susan Hulme.22 


Journalist and historian Peter Hennessy has made an assertion, in one of his books, 
31 that a test that the commander of a British nuclear-missile submarine must use to 
determine whether the UK has been the target of a nuclear attack (in which case he 


has sealed orders which may authorise him to fire his nuclear missiles in retaliation), is 
to listen for the presence of Today on Radio 4's frequencies. If a certain number of days 


(said to be three) pass without the programme being broadcast, that is to be taken as 
evidence that the orders must be executed. The true conditions are of course secret, 
and Hennessy has never revealed his sources for this story, leading Paul Donovan, 
author of a book about Today, to express some scepticism about it.22 However, 

the longwave signal of Radio 4 is capable of penetrating to surface depths where 
submarines can rise, although it does not have the range required to be heard at this 
depth far from the UK's coastal waters. 


Message boards[edit] 


In 2001 the Today Programme created a system of message boards! allowing the users 
of its web site to challenge thinking on current affairs with all those contributing. 
Available statistics indicate the amassing, over five years, of up to 18,000 separate 
discussions - topic threads - sometimes with as many as 3,000 contributions per thread. 
However, on 16 November 2006 the programme changed its board policy so that only 
the producers of Today could start a thread, but all contributors could still join in with 
them. This action appeared to have been unattractive™! to past contributors and, it 
seems, many stopped dealing with Today in favour of other outlets.22 After the changes 
there were fewer contributions, but, on occasion, contributions made by the public were 
featured on-air in the Today programme. Message boards dedicated to 

the Today programme were discontinued around mid-2008 and listeners were invited to 
use the general BBC 'Have Your Say' board.2# 


Podcast([edit] 


A podcast, Beyond Today, was launched on 29 October 2018. Presented alternately 

by Tina Daheley and Matthew Price and aimed at a younger audience, the production 
team contains the same number of women from black and ethnic minority backgrounds 
as it does men.24 


Controversy[edit] 


Today found itself in the midst of controversy again in 2002, when its editor Rod_ 
Liddle wrote a column in The Guardian that was extremely critical of the Countryside 
Alliance and which raised questions about his own impartiality. In the article, he wrote 
that catching "a glimpse of the forces supporting the Countryside Alliance: the public 
schools that laid on coaches; the fusty, belch-filled dining rooms of the London clubs 
that opened their doors, for the first time, to the protesters; the Prince of Wales and, of 
course, Camilla ... and suddenly, rather gloriously, it might be that you remember [why 
you voted Labour] once again." He resigned from his post on Today. 


In the summer of 2003, Today once again found itself at the centre of allegations of 
political bias, this time against a Labour government. The controversy arose 

after Today broadcast a report by its correspondent Andrew Gilligan. The report alleged 
that a dossier the British Government had produced to convince the British public of the 
need to invade Iraq was deliberately exaggerated, and that the government had known 
this prior to publishing it. In his live 2-way (interview with presenter John Humphrys), 
just after 6.07 a.m., Gilligan asserted that the Government "probably knew" that one of 
the main claims in its dossier "was wrong". Gilligan's anonymous source for the claim 
was Dr David Kelly, a key adviser on biological weapons who had worked in Iraq - 
though it was never established whether Dr Kelly had actually used the words Gilligan 
attributed to him. In the furore that followed Gilligan's report, David Kelly's name 
became public and he was forced to appear before the Foreign Affairs Select 


Committee. Shortly afterward he was found dead having presumably committed 
suicide. In the ensuing public inquiry (the Hutton Inquiry), which reported in January 
2004, the BBC was heavily criticised. This led to the resignation of the BBC's 
chairman, Gavyn Davies, the Director-General, Greg Dyke, and Andrew Gilligan. 


On Friday 5 November 2010, the programme failed to be transmitted due to 48-hour 
strike action at the BBC. Transmission continued the next day, in spite of ongoing 
industrial action, as Evan Davis and Sarah Montague decided to break the strike. 

881 Justin Webb disclosed he would have taken the same action, had he been scheduled 
to present that day.&# 


Criticism[edit] 


"Radio 4 on the whole is good for using serious female presenters, but 

the Today programme lets it down badly", commented former Today newsreader Alice 
Arnold early in 2013, pointing out that Sarah Montague was (then) the only female 
presenter among the regular presenters.22 During 2010, editor Ceri 

Thomas acknowledged that the gender balance was not ideal, but faced criticism for 
saying in an interview that the programme was not going to be the "first place you'll see 
those changes because it's just too tough an environment for novices, frankly".“% Radio 
4 presenter Mariella Frostrup described the men involved in running the programme in 
an interview as "a bunch of misogynists",“ but later retracted this statement by saying 
she had been "careless" in her vocabulary.“ 


In 2011, Guardian journalist Kira Cochrane and colleagues researched the female-male 
ratio in the British media for a month. Concerning Today they found 83.5% of the 
contributors were male and the remaining 16.5% female.“2! The issue was thought 
important enough for culture minister Ed Vaizey to request a meeting with the BBC in 
January 2012,“" and for Director-General George Entwistle, at the start of his brief 
period in charge of the BBC, to advocate that the next new Today presenter should be 
female.“ 


An interview with David Cameron conducted by John Humphrys in 2006 received 200 
complaints concerning Humphrys’ aggressive approach and "excessive" interruptions. 
4a Ceri Thomas became the programme's editor shortly afterwards, and was asked 
about this issue. "I'm not going to rule out the confrontational interview as it is on 
occasion necessary... [A]ll the evidence we've got shows that the audience is 
overwhelmingly behind John Humphrys in general and support our right to do [this] kind 
of interviews." 


In an article decrying the BBC's attitude to science reporting, Guardian science 
columnist Martin Robbins wrote, "The Today programme claims to be serious, but 
seems to work on the basis that the best way to enlighten viewers is to take two people 
and force them into a sort of intellectual-masturbation death match."Graham 

Linehan appeared on the show last year to discuss his adaptation of The Ladykillers and 
found himself ambushed by questions that weren't just hostile, but sometimes 
completely bizarre.“4 Expert Women's Days, intended by the BBC as a training exercise 
intended in part to increase the number of female interviewees on Today, took place in 
several locations in 2013. 


See also[edit] 


EIGSBBC portal 


Radio portal 


e Greatest Painting in Britain Vote, a Today listener poll in 2005 


e PM, Radio 4's early evening stablemate to the Today programme 
e The World at One, Radio 4's afternoon stablemate to the Today programme 


e The World Tonight, Radio 4's late evening stablemate to the Today programme 


e Roundabout East Anglia, BBC East's regional opt-out from the Today programme in 


the 1970s 


e Morning Sou'West, BBC South West's regional opt-out from the Today programme in 
the 1970s and early 1980s 
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The Today programme on BBC Radio 4 in the UK has an annual week of guest editors 
over the Christmas and New Year period. This is the full list of the individuals involved.” 


2003 guest editors: 


e Monica Ali, 

e Norman Tebbit 

e Thom Yorke 

e Gillian Reynolds 
e Stephen Hawking 


2004 guest editors: 


e Bono 

e Richard Branson 

e Anthony Minghella 

e Sarah Ferguson, The Duchess of York 

e Onora O'Neill, Baroness O'Neill of Bengarve 


2005 guest editors: 


e David Blunkett MP 

e Anna Ford, 

e Queen Noor of Jordan, 

e Steve Chandra Savale, - member of the band Asian Dub Foundation 
e Sir John Bond, Chairman of HSBC 


2006 guest editors: 


e Yoko Ono 

e Sir Clive Woodward 
e Zac Goldsmith 

e Rowan Williams 

e Allan Leighton 


2007 Guest Editors”! 


e Stella Rimington 
e Damon Albarn 

e Peter Hennessy 
e Sir Martin Evans 


e Richard Lewis, Samantha Gainard and Paul Amphlett of Dyfed-Powys Police as 
nominated by Today Programme Listeners. 


2008 Guest Editors® 


e Zadie Smith 

e Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O'Connor 
e Jarvis Cocker 

e Sir Win Bischoff 

e Zaha Hadid 


2009 Guest Editors" 


e Martin Rees 

e David Hockney 
e Tony Adams 

e PD James 

e Robert Wyatt 

e = =©Shirley Williams 


2010 Guest Editors" 


e Diana Athill 

e Colin Firth 

e Sam Taylor Wood 
e Richard Ingrams 
e Dame Clara Furse 


2011 Guest Editors 


e Sebastian Coe 

e Mo Ibrahim 

e Tracey Emin 

e Sir Victor Blank 

e Baroness Boothroyd 
e Stewart Lee 


2012 Guest Editors”! 


e Mass Observation 

e Sir Paul Nurse 

e Melinda Gates 

e Dame Ann Leslie 

e Benjamin Zephaniah 
e Al Murray 


2013 Guest Editors! 


e Sir Tim Berners Lee 

e Michael Palin 

e Eliza Manningham Buller 
e Antony Jenkins 


PJ Harvey 


2014 Guest Editors”! 


John Bercow 

Tracey Thorn 

Mervyn King, Baron King of Lothbury 

Lenny Henry 

Elizabeth Butler-Sloss, Baroness Butler-Sloss 


2015 Guest Editors"” 


Michael Sheen 

Sir Bradley Wiggins 
Miriam Gonzalez Durantez 
David Adjaye 

Baroness Campbell 

Lord Browne 


2016 Guest Editors" 


Nicola Adams 
Carey Mulligan 
Helena Morrissey 
Sally Davies 


2017 Guest Editors!” 


Tamara Rojo 

Prince Harry 

Ben Okri 

Baroness Trumpington 
Al Robot 


2018 Guest Editors"?! 


David Dimbleby 
Kamila Shamsie 
Martha Lane Fox 
Angelina Jolie 
Chidera Eggerue 
Andrew Roberts 
Outer Space 
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Greatest Painting in Britain Vote 
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The Greatest Painting in Britain Vote was a survey made by BBC Radio 

4's Today programme in Summer 2005 with the aim of discovering the best- 

loved painting in Britain, in the manner of 100 Greatest Britons and The Big Read. It was 
criticised for the conservatism of the final selection as well as the unsuitability of the 
idea for the non-visual medium of radio. 


The winner, voted for by the public from a shortlist of 10, was announced on air on 5 
September 2005. 


The Top Ten{edit] 


1. The Fighting Temeraire tugged to her last Berth to be broken up by J. M. W. 
Turner (National Gallery, London) 


2. The Hay Wain by John Constable (National Gallery) 


4. The Arnolfini Portrait by Jan van Eyck (National Gallery) 


5. Mr and Mrs Clark and Percy 1970-1 by David Hockney (Tate Britain, London) 


6. Sunflowers by Vincent van Gogh (National Gallery) 


7. The Reverend Robert Walker Skating on Duddingston Loch by Sir Henry 
Raeburn (National Gallery of Scotland, Edinburgh) 


t 
—__ 


8. The Last of England by Ford Madox Brown (Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge 
and Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery) 


9. The Baptism of Christ by Piero della Francesca (National Gallery) 


10. A Rake's Progress III: 'The Orgy' by William Hogarth (Sir John Soane's Museum, London) 
External links[edit] 


e Weblog entry with digest of media responses to the poll 


The Travel Show (TV programme) 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


The Travel Show 


TRAVEL 


Created by BBC World News 
Presented by Ade Adepitan 
Rajan Datar 


Carmen Roberts 
Henry Golding 
Christa Larwood 
Simon Calder 


Michelle Jana-Chan 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language(s) English 


Production 
Production location(s) Various 
Running time 30 minutes 
Release 
Original network BBC World News 
BBC News 
BBC Two 
Picture format HDTV 1080i 
Original release 14 February 2014 - 
present 
Chronology 
Preceded by Fast Track 


External links 


Website 


The Travel Show is a BBC travel programme. The new programme launched in 
February 2014,™ and is the immediate successor of long standing travel 
programme, Fast Track. 


Using a network of correspondents in London, Tokyo, Sydney, New York and Kuala 
Lumpur, the programme aims to provide unique insight into the world of travel. It first 
aired in the UK in late February, after Winter Olympics coverage, in a Friday morning 
slot on BBC Two. A Sunday evening slot was also added on the BBC News channel in 
April 2014 and BBC iPlayer. 


Presenters[edit] 


Base / other 


Presenter Role : 
info 

Ade Adepitan | Presenter London 
Conia Presenter London 
Larwood 
Rajan Datar Presenter London 
Benjamin Presenter / 
Zand Producer kandan 
Carmen Presenter Tokyo 
Roberts y 
Henry Golding | Presenter Kuala Lumpur 


Simon Calder | Global Guru 


Occasionally other BBC correspondents appear. 
References[edit] 

1. ^ "BBC World News - The Travel Show". BBC. 
External links[edit] 


e The Travel Show at BBC Programmes # 


e BBABBC portal 


The Westminster Hour 
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The Westminster Hour 


Genre Politics and current affairs 


Running 1 hour Sundays from 22:00 


time 


Country of United Kingdom 


origin 


Language( English 


s) 


Home BBC Radio 4 


station 


Hosted by Carolyn Quinn 


Recording BBC Millbank 


studio 


Original 1998 - present 


release 
Website www.bbc.co.uk/westminsterhour 
Podcast www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02nrs6c/ 


episodes/downloads 


The Westminster Hour is a British political news review, broadcast on BBC Radio 
4 each Sunday evening between 22:00 and 23:00 (starting with a national and 
international news bulletin). The programme began to be broadcast in 1998. 


Despite the reference in its title to the Palace of Westminster - meeting-place of the 
Houses of the United Kingdom Parliament - the programme also deals with topics and 
events connected with the work of the UK's devolved legislative 

assemblies in Belfast, Cardiff, Edinburgh, and London. 


Presenters[edit] 


The programme is currently hosted (2015) by Carolyn Quinn a former presenter of 
Radio 4's Today programme. It was previously hosted by the journalist Andrew 
Rawnsley. 


References[edit] 
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External links[edit] 


e Official website 


The World at One 
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It has been suggested that The World This 
Weekend be merged into this article. (Discuss) Proposed since 
October 2018. 


The World at One 


Logo for The World at One 


Other WATO 
names 
Genre News, current affairs 


Running 45 minutes 


time 


Country of United Kingdom 


origin 


Language(_ English 


s) 
BBC Home Service (1965-1967) 
Home 
r BBC Radio 4 (since 1967) 
station 


Hosted by Sarah Montague (Mon-Thu) 
Mark Mardell (Fri) 


Edited by Owenna Griffiths 


Recording Broadcasting House 


studio 


Original 4 October 1965 - present 


release 
Website www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qptc 


Podcast www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qptc/ 


episodes/downloads 


The World at One, or WATO ("what-oh") for short, is BBC Radio 4's long-running 
lunchtime news and current affairs programme, which is currently broadcast from 1300 
to 1345 from Monday to Friday. The programme describes itself as "Britain's leading 
political programme. With a reputation for rigorous and original investigation, it is 
required listening in Westminster". Because of the programme's nature it is often 
agenda setting, with interviews leading the headlines from lunchtime through to early 
evening. 


From 7 November 2011, the programme was extended in length to 45 minutes (from 30 
minutes). This means the thirty-minute programmes at one time broadcast immediately 
after The World at One (such as Brain of Britain) have now found a new time slot on the 
Radio 4 schedule. A fifteen-minute programme now fills the gap till 2 pm. 


History[edit] 


The programme began on 4 October 1965 on the BBC Home Service and its launch is 
considered to have been key in making news programmes 'appointment to listen' 
broadcasting. As the then head of BBC Radio, Jenny Abramsky, noted, the programme 
started at a time when the Today programme was still in a more comfortable magazine 


format. The World at One "broke new ground in news broadcasting and was one of the 
reasons why radio is still important today", helping establish a form of current affairs 
programme that influenced the creation of Newsnight in 1980 and Channel 4 News in 
1982. 


The launch of The World at One was part of a wider change in BBC news and current 
affairs coverage: more journalists were arriving from Fleet Street and replacing a more 
sedate and collegiate culture. John Timpson said that by 1966 or 1967, "[a]n Oxbridge 
accent was no longer as important as a good contacts book, a shrewd eye for a new 
angle, and a skin like a rhinoceros" and that the news offices "no longer had the 
leisurely atmosphere of a club smoking room". 


The programme had attracted criticism as it seemed to blend together news and 
current affairs, and break down the distinction made between reporting and 
interpretation. David Hendy, in Life on Air: A History of Radio Four, said that this change 
was more a change in aesthetic than it was in underlying organizational structure: "by 
allowing the programme presenter to write and deliver the headlines, it did appear to 
blur it [the distinction between news and comment] on air". In his history of radio news 
and current affairs, "Public Issue Radio", Hugh Chignell pointed out that The World at 
One was a highly successful but also a profoundly controversial innovation. It provided a 
successful approach to news and current affairs which would be cloned elsewhere but at 
the same time it horrified the more Reithian wing of the BBC who reacted in the 1970s 
by creating single subject current affairs programmes (Analysis and File on Four) in 
reaction to The World at One's vulgar journalism. That vulgarity was personified by its 
first presenter, William Hardcastle, who was a former editor of the Daily Mail and had 
also been Washington Correspondent for Reuters. The Radio Academy Hall of Fame 
says he "had a businesslike, but warm broadcasting voice, and a style that emphasised 
fact rather than comment, bringing some Fleet Street urgency to the radio presentation 
of news". Hardcastle did not want to do the programme every day so Andrew 

Boyle suggested he share the job with William Davis another presenter whose career 
did not wholly depend on the BBC. 


The programme was a success from the start. Over two million people were tuning in by 
the end of 1965, and would eventually reach four million by 1975.4 


In 1998, the then Controller of Radio 4, James Boyle, reduced the duration of the 
programme from 40 to 30 minutes as part of a series of schedule changes. 


The World at One is still known for its robust journalism. After a short introduction to the 
programme, there is a six-minute news bulletin, followed by serious political interviews 
and in-depth reports. Its audience reach has risen recently to approximately 3.3 million 
listeners, with an average daily audience of around 1.4 million. 


Nick Clarke: Presenter 1994-2006. 


Robin Day, James Naughtie and Nick Clarke are amongst the list of previous presenters 
of the programme. 


From late 2005, Shaun Ley presented the show while Clarke recovered from an 
operation to remove cancer in his left leg. Clarke returned part-time in August 2006. 
Other stand-in presenters have included Brian Hanrahan, Guto Harri, Laura 

Trevelyan, Stephen Sackur, Carolyn Quinn, James Robbins and Mark Mardell. The main 
presenter until March 2018 was Martha Kearney, who presented from Monday to 
Thursday, with Ley usually in the chair on Friday. In April 2018 Sarah Montague took 
over the lead presenting role from Kearney, who left to take over Montague's previous 
role as part of the Today team. 


In 2012 and 2014 the programme was nominated as one of the best news and current 
affairs programmes in the Radio Academy Awards. 


The previous week's programmes can be listened to again using BBC Sounds or 
downloaded as a podcast. 


Many reporters and producers have spent some time working on the programme 
including Sue MacGregor, Kirsty Wark, Charlie Lee-Potter, Ted Harrison, Jonathan 
Dimbleby, Roger Cook, George Alagiah, Jenny Abramsky, Roger Hearing, Sian Williams, 
Sandra Harris, Nicholas Barrett, Peter Biles, Kirsty Lang, Martin Fewell, Shelagh 
Fogarty, David Jessel, Nick Ross, Ben Bradshaw, Juliet Bremner, Susannah 

Simons, Pallab Ghosh and Martha Kearney. 


Notable presenters[edit] 


e William Hardcastle (1965-75) 
e William Davis (1965-?) 

e Brian Widlake 

e David Jessel (1970-72) 

e Sir Robin Day (1979-87) 

e James Naughtie (1988-94) 

e Nick Clarke (1994-2006) 

e Martha Kearney (2007-2018) 
e Shaun Ley (2005-present) 


See also[edit] 


e Today - Radio 4's early morning stablemate to The World at One. 

e PM- Radio 4's early evening stablemate to The World at One. 

e The World Tonight - Radio 4's late evening stablemate to The World at One. 
e The World This Weekend - Radio 4's Sunday stablemate to The World at One. 
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e The World at One at BBC Programmes # 
e The Radio Academy Hall of Fame - William Hardcastle 
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For the BBC World News television programme, see World Business Report. 


This article does not cite any sources. Please help improve 
this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced 
material may be challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "World Business Report" radio 

programme - news " newspapers « books « scholar : JSTOR (December 
2019) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


World Business Report 
Genre International business and finance news 
Running time 26 minutes 


Country of United Kingdom 


origin 
Language(s) English 


Home station BBC World Service 


Recording Broadcasting House, London 

studio 

Website https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/ 
pOOfvhj7 


World Business Report is the BBC World Service's international business and finance 
news programme, broadcast on Mondays at 0132 and weekdays at 1532 and 

2232 GMT and produced at Broadcasting House in London. Each programme is 26 
minutes long and includes business news, interviews and reports. 


External links[edit] 


e World Business Report at BBC Programmes # 


World Business Report 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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For the BBC World Service programme, see World Business Report (BBC World Service). 


World Business Report 


BUSINESS REPORT 


Created by BBC World News 


Presented by Tanya Beckett 
Sally Bundock 
Sara Coburn 
Sally Eden 
Juliette Foster 
Alice Baxter 
Aaron Heslehurst 
Jamie Robertson 
Philip Hampsheir 
Maryam Moshiri 
Ben Thompson 


Nancy Kacungira 


‘Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original languag English 


e(s) 


Production 


location(s) 


Running time 


Production 
Studio B/C/E, Broadcasting 
House, London 
Singapore 
New York City 


15 minutes 


Release 


Original network BBC World News 


Picture format 


Original release 


Related shows 


BBC News 
BBC One 


HDTV 1080i 


1995 - 


present 


Chronology 


World Business Report (radio 
programme) 

Asia Business Report 

Middle East Business Report 
Africa Business Report 

India Business Report 


Business Edition 


External links 


World Business Report 


World Business Report is a television business news programme produced by BBC 
News and shown on BBC World News and the BBC News channel on weekdays. There 
are two editions broadcast each weekday, at 0745 and 1130 GMT. Each edition lasts 15 
minutes. The main presenters of the programme are Tanya Beckett, Sally Bundock, 
Sally Eden, Juliette Foster, Alice Baxter, Aaron Heslehurst, Jamie Robertson and Philip 
Hampsheir. Sara Coburn, Maryam Moshiri and Nancy Kacungira act as relief presenters. 
It was first broadcast in 1995. 


Previous presenters(edit] 


e Darshini David 
e Paddy O'Connell 
e Manisha Tank 
e Owen Thomas 


External linkS[edit] 


e BBC World Business Report 
e BBC World Business Report at IMDB.com 
e World Business Report promo in 1995 
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World Have Your Say 


Created by BBC World News 


Presented by Chloe Tilley 
Ros Atkins (until 2013) 
Nuala McGovern (relief) 


Lucy Hockings (relief) 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language( English 


s) 


Producer(s) 


Production 


location(s) 


Running time 


Original network 


Picture format 


Original release 


Related shows 


Production 


Simon Peeks 
Richard Pollins 


Charlie Humphreys 


Studio B, Broadcasting 


House, London 


60 minutes 


Release 


BBC World News 


576i (16:9 SDTV) 
1080i (HDTV) 


February 2011 - 
June 2017 


Chronology 


BBC World News 

BBC World News America 
Newsday 

GMT 

Impact 

The Hub 

Global 

Focus on Africa 


World News Today 


Business Edition 


World Business Report 


External links 


Website 


World Have Your Say 


Genre Current events 
Discussion 
Debate 

Running time ~50 minutes 


Country of origin @ International 
GIS United Kingdom origin) 


Language(s) English 
Home station BBC World Service 
Syndicates Public Radio International 
Hosted by Ros Atkins 

Chloe Tilley 


Nuala McGovern 


Senior editor(s) Mark Sandell 


Produced by Ben Sutherland 
Ben Allen 
Simon Peeks 


Graham Evans 


Recording studio Broadcasting House, London 


Original release 2005 - 2017 


Audio format Monophonic 
Website World Have Your Say 
Podcast BBC Radio Podcast 


World Have Your Say (WHYS) is an international BBC global discussion show, that was 
broadcast on BBC World Service every weekday at 1600 hours UTC and on BBC World 
News every Friday at 1500 hours UTC. 


World Have Your Say won Gold in the 2008 Sony Radio Awards, in the category Listener 
Participation.” 


The show described itself as "the BBC News programme where you set the 
agenda." Typically each edition addressed a question, or number of questions, raised 
by the users of its blog"! and Facebook site,“ as well as emailers to the BBC. 


It encouraged callers to talk to each other and directed questions asked by listeners to 
the guests on the programme, intervening as little as possible to keep the show more of 
a conversation than a talk show. 


The show also occasionally worked as a forum for the BBC World Service's global 
audience to put questions to a particular guest. Previous guests included Aung San Suu 
Kyi, Philip Pullman and Thilo Sarrazin.” 


History[edit] 


The BBC World Service launched the programme in October 2005, featuring Anu Anand 
and Steve Richards as presenters and Mark Sandell as editor. Ros Atkins replaced 
Richards in early 2006 as the main presenter. 


Since February 2011 the programme had a weekly television edition on BBC World 
News on Fridays produced by the same production team. 


Topics for discussions were set by listeners, who could email the show prior to it going 
on air each day, or even call into the studio office. Some of the comments left on the 
WHYS blog and Facebook site, together with emails, Tweets and SMS text messages, 
were read on the air. Callers from all over the world were the key part of the 
programme by calling in and debating the daily topic. 


On occasion, the show would leave the studio and go on the road, to discuss subjects 
from a particular country but often with a global impact. For example, in 2011, they 
went to Berlin to discuss the legacy of Nazism in Germany, Jakarta to talk about 
revolution in a Muslim country, ™ and Bangkok to talk about sex tourism.24 


Most of the time, the topics for the days' show were offered by e-mail. Some stories 
were suggested by a single person, others by the number of people wanting to talk 
about it. Increasingly, use was made of the programme's Facebook site as a source of 
comment on news stories. Sometimes, these were stories from the listeners' point of 
view. In fact, some of the reporting of current events for the show was done by real 
world people, most with no journalism experience. 


Television[edit] 


BBC World News began presenting a version of the programme in 2011 with Ros Atkins 
as the presenter. The programme, presented on Fridays at 1500 GMT, encouraged 
viewer discussion on some of the top stories from the week. Occasionally, 
correspondents and high-profile individuals close to the issue at hand would join in the 
conversation. Similarly to the version on radio, the programme heavily utilised social 
media; especially Twitter and Facebook. 


As of late 2013, Chloe Tilley played a more active role as presenter. 
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World News Today 


WORLD NEWS 


TODAY 
= 


World News Today Titles 


Created by BBC World News 

Presented by Philippa Thomas 
Karin Giannone 
Kasia Madera (Fri) 
Alpa Patel (Sat-Sun) 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language( English 


s) 
Production 
Production Studio C, Broadcasting 
location(s) House, London 
Running time 30 minutes 
Release 


Original network BBC World News 
BBC Four 
BBC Four HD (2013-) 
BBC News Channel 


BBC News Channel HD 


Picture format HDTV 1080i 


Original release 31 May 2006 


Chronology 
Preceded by The World / BBC News at Nine 
Related shows BBC World News 


BBC World News America 
Newsday 

GMT 

Impact 

Global 

Focus on Africa, 
Outside Source, 
BBC News, 

BBC Breakfast, 

BBC News at One, 
BBC News at Five, 
BBC News at Six, 
BBC News at Nine, 
BBC Weekend News 


External links 


World News Today 


World News Today is a current affairs news programme, produced by BBC 

News presented on Friday-Sundays with Philippa Thomas, Karin Giannone & Kasia 
Madera. Presenters alternate the weekend shifts. It was originally conceived as a 
morning television show aimed at American audiences, hosted by George Alagiah, but 
later expanded to six editions a day aimed at different markets. There is now one daily 
edition only, aimed as an evening news programme for the UK, Europe, Middle East and 
Africa part-simulcast on BBC Four, BBC News Channel and BBC World News. 


History[edit] 


The programme originally used the same graphics and music as BBC World, though 
when The World on BBC Four was renamed World News Today, all editions were given a 
separate set of graphics and music with three being simulcast in the UK (03:00, 12:00, 
19:00). Since April 2008 the standard title sequence used by the BBC's English Regions 
has been used, with some graphical alterations and with international images included. 
The first 30 mins of each broadcast are still simulcast on BBC Four. 


As part of a channel refresh on BBC World News, five editions of World News 

Today were replaced on 1 February 2010 with GMT, Impact Asia now Impact, The 
Hub (later replaced with Global in 2013), Business Edition (later replaced by Outside 
Source and World News Today but returned replacing an edition of World News 
Today under the name Business Live), and a standard edition of BBC World 

News (replaced by Outside Source in 2014). 


2015 changes[edit] 


On 5 June 2015, a new edition was launched on the BBC News Channel and BBC World 
News at 21:00 BST (Summer) or GMT (winter) on Friday-Sunday. Half an hour was 
dropped in November for the return of Business Edition. This replaced the BBC News at 
Nine and a standard edition of BBC World News on weekends. 


2017 changes[edit] 


Since the inauguration of Donald Trump as US president, World News Today has not 
been broadcast on Monday to Thursdays. Additionally, beginning at the end of 
April, World News Today was off air for a number of weeks, a change which was 
originally meant to be permanent but was later reversed, meaning that World News 
Today continues to be broadcast at 7 pm UK time on Fridays and at 9 pm UK time 
Friday-Sunday. 


However, the 17 July schedules show that World News Today would return to the 
Monday-Thursday at 18GMT (19:00 BST) on BBC Four and BBC World News. Katty Kay 
and Christian Fraser announced on 100 Days+ that the programme would end on the 
Thursday.“ 


Between 22 December and 1 January Beyond 100 Days and Outside Source were both 
replaced with an edition of World News Today at 7 pm on BBC World News and at 9 pm 
on the BBC News Channel. On 1 December PBS America announced that the US network 
has acquired the rights to simulcast World News Today starting from 1 January. 


2019 changes[edit] 


From 15 July 2019, BBC News and World News were integrated into the BBC's custom 
font (BBC Reith) and World News Today was given a BBC Reith update. It was first seen 
at 12 pm on BBC World News and BBC News. 


Presenters[edit] 


The remaining original edition shown on BBC Four and BBC World News is presented by: 


Presenter Current role 


2007-present 


Philippa Thomas 


2008-present 
2013-present 


2015-present 


Karin Giannone 


stam | 
Alpa Patel 


Main 
presenter! 


2009-2017, 2018- 
present 


2014-present 
2015-present 


Tanya Beckett 


Geeta Guru-Murth 


Chris Rogers 


2016-present 


Ben Bland 


2016-present 


Reged Ahmad 


Relief 
presenter 


2017-present 


Samantha_ 
Simmonds 


2017-present 


Duncan Golestani 


2017 


Lukwesa Burak 


2018-present 


Lewis Vaughan- 


Jones 


2018-present Krupa Padhy 
2018-present Martin Stanford 


2018-present Aaron Safir 
2019-present Simon Pusey 
2019-present Nuala McGovern 


When Badawi presented, the title sequence stated World News Today with Zeinab 
Badawi. However, when she did not, as she was often on assignment, the titles only 
showed World News Today, regardless of the alternate presenter. This only happened if 
she wasn't reporting from a location on a topic covered in the show. 


Thomas, Giannone and Madera still present from different parts of the world. Giannone 
presented from South Africa in December 2013 following the death of Nelson Mandela 
and during live coverage from the trial of Oscar Pistorius in Pretoria. Madera presented 
from Poland during the 2015 Polish parliamentary election. Thomas, Sharma, presented 
from Washington in October / November 2016 for the 2016 US presidential election. 


Guest presenters[edit] 

The list below refers to people who have occasionally presented on an ad hoc basis: 
e 2015, 2017 Sharanjit Leyl 

e 2015, 2017 Rajini Vaidyanathan 


e 2016-2017 Jane O'Brien 


e 2016 Clive Myrie 
e 200?-2015 Martine Croxall 


Former presenters[edit] 


Years Presenter 


p= 
are Kirsty Lang Deputy presenter 


F e Relief presenter 
ET fete Main presenter 
E peee Relief / main presenter 
po pns n 


Daniela Ritorto 


Relief 


Christian Fraser 


Tom Donkin 
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External links[edit] 


e World News Today at BBC Programmes (BBC World News) 
o World News Today with Zeinab Badawi (BBC World News, 2013-October 2014) 
e World News Today (BBC Four) 


The World This Weekend 
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> It has been suggested that this article be merged into The 
World at One. (Discuss) Proposed since October 2018. 


For the Canadian radio program, see The World at Six. 


The World This Weekend 


Genre 


Running time 


Country of 


origin 


Language(s) 


Home station 


Hosted by 


Edited by 


Recording 


studio 


Original 


release 


Politics and current affairs 


30 minutes Sundays from 1 pm 


United Kingdom 


English 


BBC Radio 4 


Shaun Ley 


Nick Sutton 


BBC Television Centre (until Dec 


2012) 


Broadcasting House (Dec 2012 


onwards) 


17 September 1967 - present 


The World This Weekend is a weekly news and current affairs programme 
broadcast from 1pm to 1:30pm on BBC Radio 4 every Sunday, essentially the 
Sunday version of The World at One. It was launched on 17 September 1967. 


Its current presenter is Mark Mardell. Other occasional presenters include Edward 
Stourton, James Robbins and Jo Coburn. 


Presenters[edit] 
Current[edit] 


Years Presenter Current role 
U Mark Mardell |Main presenter 
present 
N Edward. Regular presenter 
present Stourton g p 
?-present |James Robbins 

Occasional relief 


presenter 


?-present Jo Coburn 


Past[edit] 


e James Cox (1994-2005) 
e Nick Clarke (1989-1994) 
e Gordon Clough 

e Shaun Ley (2007-2014) 


External links[edit] 


e The World This Weekend at BBC Programmes # 


The World Tonight 
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For the Philippines TV newscast of the same name, see The World Tonight (Philippine TV 
series). For a song by Paul McCartney, see The World Tonight (song). 


The World Tonight 


Genre News, current events, and factual 
Running time 45 minutes weekdays from 10 pm 


Country of United Kingdom 


origin 
Language(s) English 


Home station BBC Radio 4 


Hosted by Ritula Shah 

Edited by Alistair Burnett 

Recording BBC Television Centre (until Dec 
studio 2012) 


Broadcasting House 


(Dec 2012 onwards) 


Website BBC.co.uk 


The World Tonight is a British current affairs radio programme broadcast on BBC 
Radio 4, every weekday evening, which started out as an extension of the 10 pm news. 
It features news, analysis and comment on domestic and world issues. Ritula Shah is 
currently the main presenter, usually presenting the first three days of the week. The 
programme utilises other BBC broadcasters including David Eades, Carolyn 

Quinn, James Coomarasamy, Roger Hearing, Samira Ahmed and Felicity Evans to 
regularly present on Thursdays, Fridays and in Shah's absence. Between 1989 and 
2012, the main presenter was Robin Lustig. 


History[edit] 


The World Tonight was introduced following the changes at Broadcasting House which 
ushered in Radio 1, to create "the serious current affairs programme of the day" on the 
new Radio 4, as one survivor recalls. 


Broadcast live at 10 pm, initially for only thirty minutes, its tone was set by presenter 
Douglas Stuart, a former Washington and Bonn correspondent for the BBC. The first 


edition contained interviews on Northern Ireland and relations between West 
Germany and the United States. Later that week, ideas for better government 
in Scotland and peace in the Middle East were featured. 


Its focus on international news was set early on by events in Washington 
surrounding Watergate. The US time zone (five hours behind the UK) meant that the 
programme could bring up to the minute developments at 10 pm. Its first reporters 
came from within the ranks of the programme's own producers, which meant that 
packages or features were cut from a different cloth than standard news reports. 
Today's World Tonight reporters may not have come from the same stable but the 
emphasis on perceptive, contextual reporting has remained. 


Presenters with strong journalistic credentials, including John Tusa, Anthony 
Howard, Richard Kershaw, Isabel Hilton and Robin Lustig, have secured and maintained 
the programme's reputation for authoritative coverage. 


Other notable former staffers include Dominic Lawson, former editor of The Sunday 
Telegraph, Jim Gray, former editor of Channel 4 News, Jonathan Freedland of The 
Guardian, and Henry Kelly. 


Veterans recall the traditionally 'relaxed' figure of the editor. The /aissez faire approach 
of the boss over the years created a culture in which Output Editors, responsible for 
daily editions, were able to take risks, some of which have led to notable scoops, such 
as the predicted arrest on war crimes charges of General Augusto Pinochet in 1998. 


A staple of the Radio 4 schedule for over four decades, 2013 figures showed The World 
Tonight has retained 1.75 million listeners, representing 17.8% of the national radio 
audience at 10 pm.“ 


In popular culture[edit] 


e Inthe 1968 science fiction film 2001: A Space Odyssey, The World Tonight is 
depicted as a television news programme on channel "BBC-12". During the 
programme, a reporter named Martin Amer (played by actor Mike Lovell) interviews 
the crew of Discovery-1 on a voyage to Jupiter. The overall host of the show, who 
leads into the interview segment, is played by Kenneth Kendall. 

e Inthe first ever episode of BBC mockumentary comedy programme The Thick of It, 
Secretary of State for Social Affairs, Hugh Abbott (played by actor Chris Langham), 
speaks live to presenter Robin Lustig on The World Tonight late after office hours, in 
order to try and rectify a blunder that has played out across the day regarding the 
multiple U-turns on whether or not they are announcing the department's new 'Anti- 
Benefit Fraud Executive’ (colloquially named ‘Snooper Force’). Abbott, however, 
worsens the situation by panicking and calling it the ‘Sponge Avengers’, and then 
having the interview drowned out by a nearby cleaner who is hoovering. 


Presenters[edit] 
Current[edit] 


Ritula Shah, the main presenter, usually presents Monday-Wednesday. Since 2012 the 
programme has used a roster of broadcasters to host at other times. 


see Ritula Shah Main presenter 
Pes xan | 
Frequent 
presenter 
?-present |Shaun Ley 


?-present a 
j Coomarasamy 


Poe | Samira Ahmed 
?-present Philippa Thomas 
?-present Felicity Evans 
Occasional 
i presenter 
?-present Roger Hearing 
?-present Bridget Kendall 


ae Chris Mason 
present 


Past[edit] 


e Jane Hill - occasional presenter 
e Jackie Hardgrave 
e Claire Bolderson - regular presenter: 1999-2009 


e Julian Worricker - occasional presenter 

e Isabel Hilton - main presenter: 1995-1998 
e Harriet Cass 

e David Sells 

e Richard Kershaw 

e Robin Lustig - main presenter: 1989-2012 
e Alexander Macleod 

e Anthony Howard 

e john Morgan 

e John Tusa 


e Douglas Stuart 
e Justin Webb - 1997-1998 


Editors[edit] 


e Roger Sawyer 

e Alistair Burnett 

e David Stevenson (Acting Editor for 2 years) 
e Prue Keely 

e Prue Keely & Jenni Russell (Joint Editors) 

e Ann Koch 

e Margaret Budy 

e Blair Thompson 

e Ken Goudie 

e Jonathan Fenton-Fischer 


Reporters[edit] 
Current[edit] 


e Beth McLeod 
e Paul Moss 


Past[edit] 
e Jonty Bloom, The World Tonight's economics and Europe correspondent. 


Awards[edit] 


This section does not cite any sources. Please 
help improve this section by adding citations to reliable 


sources. Unsourced material may be challenged 


and removed. 

Find sources: "The World 

Tonight" - news " newspapers « books « scholar - JSTOR (December 
2018) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


In 2011, The World Tonight was nominated for a Sony award for Best News & 
Current Affairs Programme. 

In 2009, Jonty Bloom won the Royal Statistical Society award for Statistical 
Excellence in Journalism. 

In 2006, Paul Moss won the Foreign Press Association's award for Environment Story 
of the Year for his reports on the environmental impact of India's economic growth 
In 2006 & 2004 Jonty Bloom's reporting on business and economics won the World 
Tonight the Wincott Foundation award, for radio programme of the year. 

In 1998, Robin Lustig won a Sony Silver award as Talk/News Broadcaster of the Year. 
In 1992, Robin Lustig was awarded a Gold Medal at the New York Radio Festival for a 
special edition of The World Tonight broadcast live from Moscow on the last day of 
the Soviet Union 


See also[edit] 


1. Today, Radio 4's early morning stablemate to the World Tonight programme. 

2. The World At One, Radio 4's lunchtime stablemate to the World Tonight 
Programme. 

3. PM, Radio 4's early evening stablemate to the World Tonight programme. 


Footnotes[edit] 


1. ^ Robin Lustig's BBC Blog 


External links[edit] 


The World Tonight at BBC Programmes # 

Alistair Burnett's Editors Blog 

The Secret of Radio 4's Success, The Telegraph 
Television for Grown-ups, The Guardian 

Robin Lustig: My Life in the Media, The Independent 
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Worklife 


Worklife titles 


Also known as ‘Business Edition with 
Tanya Beckett 
(2010-2015) 
Business Edition with 
Jamie Robertson 
(2010-2015) 
Business Live 


(2015-2019) 


Created by BBC World News 
BBC News Channel 


Presented by Sally Bundock 


Ben Thompson 


Country of United Kingdom 


origin 


Original langua English 


ge(s) 
Production 
Production Studio C, Broadcasting 
location(s) House, London / Singapore / New 
York City 
Running time 30 minutes 
Release 
Original BBC World News 


network BBC News Channel 


Picture format 576i (16:9 SDTV) 
1080i (HDTV) 


Original release 1 February 2010 (as Business 
Edition) 
1 June 2015(as Business Live) 


7 October 2019(as Worklife) 
Chronology 
Preceded by Business Edition with Tanya Beckett 


Related shows World News Today 
World Business Report 


Outside Source 
External links 


Website 


Worklife (Previously Business Edition and Business Live) is a news programme that 
premiered on BBC World News on 1 February 2010 as part of a network-wide refresh. 

1 The programme is presented by Tanya Beckett (Monday-Thursday) and Jamie 
Robertson (Friday). The programme examines the inner workings of business, 
translating complex financial stories to give viewers a clearer understanding of the 
rapidly changing global economy, and how it will impact on their lives. It also includes 
the top global news stories of the day as well as weather updates. 


The current presenting line up is Sally Bundock and Ben Thompson in the morning. 
However Thompson is often presenting Breakfast or on assignment which in that latter 
gets broadcast in the show. 


Renaming and dropping[edit] 


In 2015 the programme was relaunched as Business Live with two editions one at 
08:30BST/GMT and 20:00BST/GMT. Originally there was only one morning edition but 
was expanded to two in November. 


History[edit] 


Dos 
BUSINESS 


£2» |LIVE 


Business Live titles 


Business Edition was reduced from 60 to 45 then to a 30-minute structure on 9 
November 2010. The programme was replaced with an edition of BBC World News from 
April 2011. Business Edition with Tanya Beckett returned to BBC World News on 18 June 
2012 at 22:00 GMT. This was originally an edition of World News Today. In June 2015 
the program was ended to allow Outside Source and World News Today to be simulcast 
on the BBC News Channel. 


It returned in November 2015 replacing an edition of World News Today under the 
name Business Live. 


On 7 October 2019, Business Live was renamed to Worklife to reflect with sister 
programme Worklife India and its BBC Worklife website. 


About the programme|[edit] 


Morning edition 


This edition is presented live from London with two presenters and broadcast on BBC 
News Channel and BBC World News at 0830 GMT/BST (0930 CET). It gives the latest in 
Europe, Asia closing view, US recap. It uses the World Business Report title, with 
another music and change the name of World Business Report. Its name is sometimes 
called BizLive for short. 


After the top story, the headlines will be presented from the catwalk. Then, it switches 
to the presenter sitting at the desk. After that, the catwalk presenter will present the 
programme in the first half of the show. After the look at the markets segment they will 
join together at the desk with a guest. In the last half, they will have a look at social 
media segment and then the business papers review. This was the first edition of the 
programme until November when its second edition launched in the evening. 


Evening edition 


This edition is presented live from London and New York. Tanya Beckett and Michelle 
Fleury are the main presenters and the show is broadcast at 2000 GMT/BST (2100 CET) 
only on BBC World News. 


During the top stories, the New York presenter will appear first, then the London 
presenter at the desk. The headlines intro is the same as the morning edition. The 
programme is mainly presented from the catwalk in Studio C, New Broadcasting House, 
London. Its ending theme is longer than the morning edition, using a part of the title. 
This was originally an edition of World News Today and replaced the Business 

Edition which was broadcast at 2100 GMT/BST (2200 CET), Business Edition was also an 
edition of World News Today until 2010, but was replaced by Outside Source in June 
2015. 


Presenters[edit] 


Presenter Role 
Sally Bundock Main Presenter (Mon-Thurs) 
Ben Thompson Main Presenter (Mon-Thurs) 
Victoria Fritz Main Presenter (Fri) & Relief Presenter 


Susannah Streeter 


Jamie Robertson 


Regular Relief Presenter 


Maryam Moshiri 


Ben Bland 


Relief Presenter (currently on Maternity 
Leave) 


Alice Baxter 
Vishala Sri-Pathma | Occasional Relief Presenter 


David Eades 


Samantha 
Simmonds 


Tim Willcox 


Tadhg Enright 


Egon Cossou 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "BBC World News launches channel refresh with news programmes tailored to regional 


audiences - New look and schedule line-up across channel" (Press release). BBC. 28 
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External links[edit] 


e Business Edition with Tanya Beckett at BBC Programmes # 
o Business Edition at BBC Online (2010-2012) 
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World Update 


Genre News, current events, and factual 


Running time 54 minutes 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Language(s) English 
Home station BBC World Service 
Hosted by Dan Damon 


Edited by Ian Brimacombe 


Recording studio Broadcasting House 


World Update is BBC World Service's morning news strand. Broadcast at 1006 GMT, it 
is also carried by PBS stations across the United States." Since 2003 the programme 
has been presented by Dan Damon.”?! On 25 June 2012, World Update became the first 
English-language World Service programme to come from Broadcasting House. 


Presenters[edit] 
Current[edit] 


Presenter Current role 


2003- 


present Dan Damon | Main presenter 


julian 


Marshall 


?-present 


Occasional relief 
presenter 


Rebecca 


?-present Kesby 


Former[edit] 
e American journalist Vicki Barker was the main presenter from 1997 to 2003. 
See also[edit] 


EIENSBBC portal 


e BBC News 
e BBC World News, The BBC's International Television Station 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "World Service Programmes - World Update". BBC. Retrieved 2012-05-21. 
2. ^ "BBC World Service - Institutional - Dan Damon". BBC. 2011-10-11. Retrieved 2012-05- 
21. 
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External links[edit] 
e World Update at BBC Programmes 
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60 Seconds 


60'seconds 


BBE News 


60 Seconds logo used from 2008-2016 


Created by BBC News 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language(s) English 


Production 


Production location(s) Broadcasting House, London 


Running time 1 minute 
Release 
Original network BBC Choice (2001-03) 


BBC Three (2003-2016) 


Picture format 576i (16:9 SDTV) 


Original release 16 July 2001 - 
16 February 2016 


Chronology 


Related shows The 7 O'Clock News 


External links 


Production website 


60 Seconds is a news programme which ran between shows on BBC Three (and before 
that BBC Choice). It was broadcast under the BBC News format and branding. The main 
presenter was Sam Naz. Previous presenters included Tasmin Lucia-Khan, Andy 

May, Matt Cooke, James Dagwell, Christopher L Johnson and Claudia-Liza Armah. 


Format([edit] 


The programme lasted for 60 seconds as the name suggests, during which time the 
presenter condensed some of the day's news, sport and entertainment stories into a 60- 
second bulletin. This made it similar to FYI Daily, a programme of the same length which 
airs on ITV2, ITV3, ITV4 and ITVBe. 60 Seconds ran from 7 pm to 12:15 am with a 
bulletin at the top of the hour or after a programme had ended, if more than an hour. 
Throughout the bulletin, a line gradually crossed the screen which effectively counted 
down the seconds. There were sets of pictures running simultaneously for each story. 
Five stories were featured in every bulletin. During the 2012 Summer Olympics and 
2014 Commonwealth Games bulletins ran from 7 am to 12:15 am with a round-up of the 
day's other news stories. 


History[edit] 


60 Seconds was launched on 16 July 2001 on BBC Choice, the precursor to BBC Three, 
to appeal to those within the 18-34 age group;™ BBC Three's target audience, and also 
the demographic with lowest news-watching and voter turnout. When BBC Choice was 
replaced by BBC Three on 9 February 2003, the programme was kept#2! and 

the titles updated to match the style of The 7 O'Clock News also on the channel. 


There was a rebrand of BBC Three on 12 February 2008,“ during which the identity 

of 60 Seconds also changed to match the new colour scheme of the channel. The first 
broadcast of the revamped 60seconds saw a new take on the news; the headlines 

of news channels across the world, such as Al Jazeera and CNN, are read as opposed to 
the original UK headline bulletins.“ However, maintaining its original purpose, the UK's 
headlines are still included in the bulletin, as well as most of the original properties 

of 60 Seconds, with the keeping of the two images-videos running parallel to each 
other. 


On 18 March 2013, 60 Seconds, along with the rest of BBC News, moved 
to Broadcasting House. 


This can be used as a stepping stone as James Dagwell moved to BBC World News and 
the simulcast between BBC World News and BBC News Channel overnight as a 
presenter. Charlene White is now a regular on ITV News. Tina Daheley now co-presents 
Freespeech, Susannah Streeter is another BBC World News presenter. 


In October 2013 it was announced by Director-General Tony Hall that the programme 
would be rebranded to bring it under the Newsbeat banner of the BBC's youth radio 
station, Radio 1. 


In March 2014, it was announced that 60 Seconds would be axed as well as its main 
channel, BBC Three in late 2015. All current programmes on BBC Three would be moved 
onto the BBC iPlayer website, but it was not revealed if 60 Seconds would be moved 
online too. However the final decision was announced in autumn 2015. It was now 
announced that the change would happen in February 2016 with 60 Seconds being 
axed. 


The final 60 Seconds aired in the early hours of 16 February with the final words from 
Sam Naz saying: 


Thank you for watching and for all of your lovely messages, goodnight! 


Presenters[edit] 


e Tazeen Ahmad (2001-05) 

e James Dagwell (2006-08) 

e Amy Garcia 

e Tasmin Lucia-Khan (2008-2010) 
e Andy May (2008-2010) 

e Charlene White 

e Matt Cooke (2008-2011) 

e Kasia Madera 

e Christopher L Johnson 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Jump up to:?! Richard Sambrook RTS Speech BBC Press Office, 4 December 2001 
2. ^ Burrell, lan (3 January 2004). "BBC3 gets serious with promise of hard news show". The 
Independent. 


3. ^ BBC Three News and Current Affairs Programmes BBC Press Office, 23 January 2003 


4. ^ Jump up to: * BBC Three's new programming, new look and huge move forward into 
multiplatform on-air from 12 February BBC Press Office, 5 February 2008 


5. ^ "BBC News' television output moves to new studios at Broadcasting House". BBC. 18 
March 2013. Retrieved 18 March 2013. 


6. ^ John Plunkett. "BBC Radio 1 aims to 'crack smartphone generation' by embracing 
video". the Guardian. 

7. ^ "New Look North presenter appointed". BBC News. 24 October 2013. Retrieved 19 
September 2018. 


HENS BBC portal 


External links[edit] 


e BBC News 
e 60 Seconds at IMDB.com 


The 7 O'Clock News 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
Jump to navigationJump to search 


The 7 O'Clock News 


dO co.uk bbe ly teries 


Also known as The News Show (2003) 


Created by BBC News 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original languag English 


e(s) 
Production 
Production Studio TC11, BBC Television 
location(s) Centre, London 
Running time 30 minutes 
Release 


Original network BBC Three 


Picture format 576i (16:9 SDTV) 


Original release 9 February 2003 - 
2 December 2005 


Chronology 


Related shows 60 Seconds 


Liquid News 


The 7 O'Clock News was a British news programme. It was the main news programme 
broadcast each weekday at 7:00pm, on British digital television channel BBC 

Three between 9 February 2003 to 2 December 2005. Originally called The News 
Show from the launch of BBC Three on 9 February 2003, it was rebranded later in the 
year, though retaining the same presentation team. 


Format([edit] 


Compared to the rest of the BBC News output, The 7 O'Clock News had a completely 
different image and style of presentation, with a turquoise colour scheme in contrast to 
the standard red and black. Presenters began bulletins standing but ended seated, 
reviewing the newspapers towards the end of the programme. 


Presenters[edit] 


e Julian Worricker (2003)™ 

e Sangita Myska (2003-2004)" 

e Tazeen Ahmad (2003-2005) 
e Eddie Mair (2004-2005)2! 

e Sevan Bastajian (2003-2005) 
e Ben McCarthy (2003-2005)” 

e Paddy O'Connell (2004-2005) 


Axing[edit] 


On 21 October 2005, the BBC announced that it was ending The 7 O'Clock News, but 
continuing with the 60 Seconds bulletins, opting to fill the slot, which is immediately 
after BBC Three comes on air, with "high quality factual programming". Although the 
show was a cornerstone of the bid to start BBC Three, a report into the BBC's digital 
output claimed that the show "achieves nothing and attracts tiny audiences", and so 
the controller of the channel, Stuart Murphy took the step of terminating the show. 


See also[edit] 


EIGSBBC portal 


e BBC News 
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Asia Today 


Created by BBC World News 

Presented by Sharanjit Leyl 
Rico Hizon 

Country of origin Singapore 


Original language(s) English 


Production 


Production location(s) Singapore 


Running time 15 minutes 


Release 
Original network BBC World News, BBC News 
Picture format 16:9 
Original release 2003 - 
2011 
Chronology 
Followed by BBC Newsday 


Asia Today is an Asian news programme produced by the BBC and was shown on BBC 
World News during the Asian morning hours, between 2003 and 2011. This programme 
used to be available exclusively in Asia Pacific, South Asia and Middle East but as of 1 
February 2010 revamp was aired worldwide. It used to be broadcast from the BBC's 
London studios before being moved to the BBC's Singapore bureau which is in 

the CBD of Singapore. The main presenters were Sharanjit Leyl and Rico Hizon (Mon- 
Fri). The daily current affairs programme was aimed at viewers across Asia with in-depth 
reports from BBC correspondents and interviews with leading players. The programme 
was aired live twice and also repeated twice for a total of four airings each weekday. It 
has since been folded into Newsday. 
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BBC News Summary 


Created by BBC News 


Presented by Ellie Crisell 
Riz Lateef 
Sophie Long 
Sam Naz 
Country of origin United Kingdom 
Original language(s) English 


Production 


Production location(s) Broadcasting House, London 


Running time 90 seconds 
Release 

Original network BBC One 

Picture format 576i (16:9 SDTV) 


1080i (HDTV) 


Original release 8 December 1986 - 
present 
Chronology 
Related shows BBC Breakfast 


BBC News at One 
BBC News at Six 
BBC News at Ten 


The BBC News Summary was a news update created by BBC News originally to target 
the professional and working market. It was broadcast every Monday to Friday at 
8:00pm and 9:00pm on BBC One. 


Like other BBC News bulletins it was presented by a sole newsreader, on Monday to 
Thursday it was usually Ellie Crisell and on Friday Riz Lateef. After a minute of brief 
national and international news, a regional presenter provided 30 seconds of regional 
news headlines and a brief local weather forecast; on BBC One HD in England a national 
weather forecast was broadcast instead due to there being no regional variations. The 
9pm edition was a pre-recorded preview to BBC News at Ten. The 90 second bulletin 
was axed by the BBC on 30 May 2018. 


History[edit] 


Originally BBC news summaries were broadcast during the day and were launched as 
part of the BBC's new daytime TV service. The first broadcasts took place on 8 
December 1986. Lasting for three minutes, the hourly or near-hourly bulletins formed 
the backbone of this service. Morning summaries were broadcast on BBC1 and early 
afternoon summaries were transmitted on BBC2. Each bulletin was followed by a 
weather forecast. The final afternoon news summary of the day was followed by a 
regional news bulletin. In October 1990, regional hourly news bulletins were introduced 
and were broadcast immediately after the BBC1 morning summaries. By the end of the 
1990s the summaries were broadcast less frequently and they were phased out 
altogether during the 2000s. 


These summaries are not to be confused with generic BBC News bulletins broadcast 
over BBC One and BBC Two at weekends and holidays. 


8:00pm summary[edit] 


In May 2007 Natasha Kaplinsky and Suzanne Virdee presented the show during its initial 
pilot in the Midlands. 


In October 2007 Natasha Kaplinsky left BBC News, and Kate Silverton was announced as 
the launch presenter. Initially, the presenter of the BBC News at Six and BBC News at 
Ten presented Friday editions, but Ellie Crisell later became the Friday presenter. 


In February 2008 Silverton left the update to present BBC News at One and was 
replaced by Crisell, who took maternity leave the following month. During this time Riz 
Lateef and Celina Hinchcliffe presented the update, while others including Sophie 
Long and Luisa Baldini also appeared. 


On 21 April 2008 the summary got a new logo and graphics as part of a BBC News 
relaunch. In October 2008 Crisell returned to the update. Riz Lateef became the new 
Friday and relief presenter. 


On 18 March 2013, the programme moved to Broadcasting House, along with the BBC 
News Channel and the other BBC One bulletins, and began broadcasting in high- 
definition. 


The final 89m summary was aired on 30 May 2018.4 
Final Presenters[edit] 


Main presenter Ellie Crisell left the summary for South East Today and since then 
multiple presenters have been presenting in a rotation, this consists of: 


Monday & Tuesday: 


e Alice Bhandhukravi, Relief presenter (2015-2018) 
e Victoria Hollins, Relief presenter (2015-2018) 


Wednesday 


e Tina Daheley, Presenter (2016-2018) 
Thursday: (alternating) 
e Sophie Long, presenter (2008-2018) 


e Elaine Dunkley, presenter (2015-2018) 
e Sangita Myska, presenter (2015-2018) 


Friday: 


e Sima Kotecha, presenter (2015-2018) 
Former presenters[edit] 


If there is no position before the years of being a presenter, this newsreader was either 
a relief presenter or occasional stand-in presenter. 


Natasha Kaplinsky (2007) 
Luisa Baldini (2007-2008) 
Maryam Moshiri (2008-2009) 
Celina Hinchcliffe (2008-2012) 
George Alagiah (2008-2013) 
Fiona Bruce (2008-2013) 

Sian Williams (2012-2013) 

e Sophie Raworth (2009-2013) 
e Kate Silverton (2007-2013) 

e Ellie Crisell (2008-2015) 


Reception[edit] 


The bulletin faced criticism from certain quarters'æesnstwoma with BBC News being 
accused of "dumbing down" their news content by condensing the day's news into a 
brief fo rmat, !<tation needed] 


See also[edit] 


e 60 Seconds 
e BBC News 
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BBC Nine O'Clock News 


BIBIC NEWS 


Final title sequence, 1999-2000 


Also known as BBC News at Nine (1999-2000) 


Created by BBC News 


Robert Dougall (1970-1973) 
Richard Baker (1970-1982) 
Kenneth Kendall (1970-1981) 
Peter Woods (1979-1980) 
Richard Whitmore (1972-1981) 
Angela Rippon (1976-1981) 
John Humphrys (1981-1999) 
John Simpson (1981-1988) 


Presented by 


Theme music 


composer 


Country of origin 


Original language 
(s) 


Running time 


Original network 


Picture format 


Original release 


Preceded by 


Sue Lawley (1981-1988) 

Julia Somerville (1985-1988) 
Moira Stuart (1981-1985) 
Nicholas Witchell (1981-1999) 
Martyn Lewis (1987-1999) 
Michael Buerk (1976-1987, 1988- 
2000) 

Peter Sissons (1993-2000) 
Sophie Raworth (1998-2000) 
George Alagiah (1999-2000) 


David Lowe (10 May 1999 - 13 
October 2000) 


United Kingdom 


English 


Production 


30 minutes 


Release 


BBC1 


576i (4:3 SDTV, from 14 September 
1970 until 29 September 2000) 
1080i (16:9 HDTV, from 2 October 
2000 until 13 October 2000) 


14 September 1970 - 
13 October 2000 


Chronology 


The Main News 


Followed by BBC News at Ten 


The BBC Nine O'Clock News was the flagship BBC News programme. It was launched 
on 14 September 1970 and ran until 13 October 2000, when it was controversially 
replaced by the BBC Ten O'Clock News. 


History[edit] 


The first week was presented by Robert Dougall, followed by Richard Baker and Kenneth 
Kendall, each presenting five consecutive nightly bulletins. The choice of these three 
was significant, echoing the original BBC television bulletins of 1955, which they had 
also presented. 


Other notable presenters have included John Edmunds, Peter Woods, Richard 
Whitmore, Angela Rippon, Jan Leeming, John Humphrys, John Simpson, Sue Lawley, Julia 
Somerville, Moira Stuart, Nicholas Witchell, Martyn Lewis, Michael Buerk, Peter 

Sissons and George Alagiah. 


The Nine O'Clock News replaced The Main News at 8:45 pm, in a response to the launch 
by ITN of the News at Ten. It was the first bulletin to have a closing set of music; other 
bulletins would show weather forecasts at the end instead. The set used by the bulletin 
was designed to differentiate from the day's bulletins; an example of this was on 7 
September 1981, where the Nine O'Clock bulletin had a wooden effect whereas other 
bulletins used a plain blue background instead. !<2ation needed] 


A bulletin presented by John Humphrys and Julia Somerville. The bulletin design was in use from 
1985-1988. 


On 13 April 1993, all the BBC News bulletins were relaunched with a more uniform look. 
This programme and some others were given a darker set and a stereo orchestral 
version of the previous mono title music. A more comprehensive relaunch of all the BBC 
News output came on 10 May 1999, after which this programme once again shared a 
common theme and set with its daytime counterpart. !eation needed) 


Between 10 May 1999 and 13 October 2000, the programme was advertised as the BBC 
News at Nine. The final bulletin, before the transition to the BBC Ten O'Clock 

News (2000-present), was presented by George Alagiah in Jerusalem and Peter Sissons 
in London. 


The programme was broadcast on BBC1 and inspired a BBC2 comedy show running in 
the same time slot, Not the Nine O'Clock News. 


External links[edit] 


e BBC News at BBC Online 
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Not to be confused with News Breakfast, the 2008 Australian morning news programme 
that airs on ABC. 


Breakfast News 


BBC Breakfast News final Logo, from 2 June 1997 to 15 


September 2000 
Created by BBC News 
Country of origin United Kingdom 
Original language(s) English 
Release 
Original network BBC One 
Original release 2 October 1989 - 


15 September 2000”! 


Chronology 


Preceded by Breakfast Time 


Followed by BBC Breakfast 


Breakfast News was a breakfast news programme which first aired on BBC1 on 2 
October 1989.7! The programme was previously known as Breakfast Time. It was 
planned to launch on 18 September 1989 but was held back due to technical issues 
with its new studio.” 


The programme went through three main visual changes. The initial look lasted until 8 
April 1993. The 13 April 1993 revamp saw the programme presented from the same set 
as the One, Six and Nine O'Clock News bulletins.® A further and final revamp took place 
on 2 June 1997 when 'BBC' was shorn from its title, and on-screen it became known as 
simply Breakfast News. It was during this final period that the tone began to shift, with 
the return of a sofa set, alongside more features, and more interaction between the 
presenting team. 


The final edition of Breakfast News aired on 15 September 2000” and on 2 October 
2000 it relaunched as BBC Breakfast. 


BBC Breakfast News only aired from Mondays to Fridays with no weekend editions 
compared to their ITV counterparts 7V-AM and later GMTV who were on the air seven 
days a week. However, in September 1991 the BBC launched a short 5 minute weekend 
breakfast news summary. The Saturday edition aired at 7:25 am to commence their 
Saturday schedule. The bulletin was not presented from the Breakfast News set, but 
from the main BBC News set based in the newsroom."! 


The Saturday breakfast bulletin was dropped from the schedules in the autumn of 1999 
with the last Saturday morning bulletin airing on Saturday 11 September 1999. BBC Two 
had already been broadcasting an hour of news from BBC News 24, branded as 
"Weekend 24" on Saturday mornings from 8 am to 9 am since the early days of BBC 
News 24 and so the short Saturday breakfast news summary on BBC One started to 
become redundant. On Sundays the short morning bulletin would air at 9:10 am and 
this would later be incorporated into the Breakfast with Frost programme which 
launched in January 1993.181 


Business Breakfast( edit] 


Business Breakfast was a daily news programme which aired between 6 am and 7 am, 
directly preceding Breakfast News between 4 January 1993 and 2000. Initially the 
programme aired as part of Breakfast News broadcasting between 6:34 am and 

6:55 am. From Tuesday 4 January 2000 until Friday 15 September 2000, Business 
Breakfast was subsumed into the BBC Breakfast News programme with Breakfast News 
starting at 6 am each weekday. Business Breakfast remained as a feature not a 
separate programme however, with business news a key feature in the first hour of the 
programme. This set up was to change from October 2000 with the launch of BBC 
Breakfast. 


Breakfast News Extra launched in early 1996, as an attempt to compete 

against Lorraine Kelly on GMTV. The programme was presented from the Breakfast 
News office, on a blue sofa, and hosted by Juliet Morris. It was short-lived, and was axed 
in the summer of 1997. By this stage the main BBC Breakfast News had undergone a 
dramatic visual revamp with a new studio set which included sofas alongside the main 
presentation desk. 


e Nicholas Witchell 


e jill Dando 

e Sally Magnusson 

e Sara Coburn 

e Laurie Mayer 

e Justin Webb 

e Andrew Harvey 

e Juliet Morris 

e Fiona Bruce 

e Noel Thompson 

e Michael Peschardt 


e John Nicolson 


e Huw Edwards 

e Sophie Raworth 
e Tanya Beckett 

e Jeremy Bowen 

e Julie Etchingham 
e Liz MacKean 


See also[edit] 


e BBC 

e TV-am 

e GMTV 
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| Genre Breakfast television 


Presented by Frank Bough (1983-87) 
Sue Cook (1983-86) 
Jill Dando (1988-89) 
Fern Britton (1983-84) 
Debbie Greenwood (1985-86) | 
Sally Magnusson (1985-89) 
John Mountford 
Jeremy Paxman (1986-89) 


Nick Ross (1983-86) 
Mike Smith (1983-86) 
Selina Scott (1983-86) 
John Stapleton (1988-89) 
Kirsty Wark (1988-89) 
Francis Wilson (1983-89) 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language(s) English 


Production 


Running time 150 minutes (1983-86) 
120 minutes (1988-89) 


Release 
Original network BBC1 
Original release 17 January 1983" - 


29 September 1989" 


Chronology 


Followed by Breakfast News 


Breakfast Time is British television's first national breakfast television programme, 
broadcast from 17 January 1983 until 29 September 1989 on BBCI across the United 
Kingdom. It was broadcast for the first time just over two weeks before TV-am, the 
commercial breakfast television station, started its service with the programme Good 
Morning Britain. 


Overview([edit] 


Breakfast Time mixed hard news with accessible features, creating a cosy feel, with 
sofas and bright colours. The presenters typically wore casual clothes instead of formal 
suits, in contrast to the regular news broadcasts. Frank Bough, Selina Scott and Nick 


Ross anchored the show, with regulars such as Russell Grant (astrology) and Diana 
Moran, also known as the "Green Goddess" due to the colour of her leotard (fitness). 


The news was read by Debbie Rix, while each region opted out of the main programme 
to broadcast short regional news bulletins. Initially, viewers in London and the South 
East were provided with their regional news by one of the main Breakfast Time 
presenters rather than a regional presentation team. This changed by the autumn of 
1985 when the new London and South East regional news programme "London Plus" 
started to provide the regional news opt-outs during the programme. 


The weather slot (known as Window On The Weather) was presented by Francis Wilson, 
and reflected the rest of the show in having a more laid-back feel. Window On The 
Weather actually introduced modern, projection-style graphics some two years ahead of 
the transition from the old-style magnetic boards used in the BBC's main weather 
bulletins. Whilst Wilson was the resident weather presenter on the show, other 
presenters such as Michael Fish, Bill Giles and lan McCaskill stood in during Wilson's 
absence. 


A commercial breakfast show, TV-am, launched two weeks later on ITV. Despite TV- 
am's high-profile presenters, Breakfast Time proved more popular with viewers. 2121 


Breakfast Time aired from 6:30 am until 9:00 am each weekday morning, compared to 
the seven-day-a-week service offered by TV-am. However, on Monday 18 February 
1985, the programme changed to a later time slot of 6:50 am until 9:20 am.“ 


The programme notably broadcast continuous live coverage of the Brighton hotel 
bombing at the Conservative Party conference in 1984.2 TV-am, meanwhile, were 
castigated by the broadcasting authority for their poor coverage of the event.{ TV-am 
had just one crew covering the conference, but they had been called back to London to 
cover a train crash in Wembley.! Only John Stapleton was present in Brighton, and had 
to make do with phoning in reports from a public phone box, with a picture of him 
shown on screen, along with an archive picture of the hotel. 


TV-am gradually adapted to an approach more like the BBC's, while Breakfast 

Time adopted a more formal news format on Monday 10 November 1986, with a news 
desk and presenters in suits. Hardened journalists such as Jeremy Paxman and Kirsty 
Wark joined the team as the programme shifted its tone to analysis of the morning's 
news Stories, especially politics. The new look programme also started later, running 
from 7:00 am until just before 9:00 am each weekday morning. 


On Monday 2 October 1989 the show became Breakfast News. 


First Edition wishes[edit] 


During Breakfast Time's first broadcast, letters and telegrams were sent from different 
breakfast shows around the world to wish Breakfast Time good luck such as Network 
Ten for Australia, CTV for Canada, CBS and ABC for the United States, TVB for Hong 
Kong and NHK for Japan. 


Among the in-studio guests on the first "Breakfast Time" on 17 January 1983 was Jane 
Pauley, presenter of NBC News "Today" in the United States. 


Further reading|[edit] 


e lan Jones, Morning Glory: A history of British breakfast television. Kelly, 
2004. ISBN 1-903053-20-X 
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Breakfast with Frost 


Title screen (1996-2003) 


Genre Politics 


Presented by Sir David Frost 


Theme music composer 


Country of origin 


No. of episodes 


Chris Blackwell 


United Kingdom 


577 (inc. 1 special) 


Production 
Producer(s) BBC News 
Running time 60 minutes 
Release 
Original network BBC One 


Picture format 4:3 (1993-2000) 


16:9 (2000-05) 


Original release 3 January 1993 - 


29 May 2005 
Chronology 


Followed by The Andrew Marr Show 


Breakfast with Frost was a Sunday morning BBC current affairs programme hosted 
by Sir David Frost. It covered the main political news of the day, with Frost interviewing 
key figures in the world of politics, and celebrity guests reviewing the Sunday papers. 


History[edit] 
TV-am[edit] 


Frost was one of the original 'Famous Five' presenters and shareholders of the TV- 
am consortium, the first ITV breakfast franchise holder. Originally, Frost had promised 
‘sexual chemistry' as the co-presenter of the daily magazine programme Good Morning 


Britain with Anna Ford. However, its serious tone meant that within weeks of the station 
launching in February 1983, it faced poor ratings against the BBC's competing, 


lighter Breakfast Time, which resulted in a major shakeup of TV-am's programming, 
management, and presenting line-up. 


After being dropped from the weekday morning slot, Frost was chosen to host the 
Sunday morning edition of Good Morning Britain from May 1983. In summer 1985, it 
was briefly renamed The Sunday Programme, then renamed again on 13 September 
1986 as David Frost on Sunday,™ and a final name change in 1988 to Frost on Sunday. 


Most of the time the programme was on most of the year except for a summer break, 
except from February - July 1986 was replaced by Jonathan Dimbleby on Sunday, Kelly 
on Sunday covering the summer of 1986. From early 1989 with Anne Diamond on 
Sunday and TV-am Reports. A number of episodes were also broadcast by BSB. 


The programme continued until the end of TV-am's franchise at the end of 1992, after it 
lost to GMTV in the 1991 ITV franchise renewal, and the final episode aired on 27 
December 1992.4 


BBC[edit] 


The BBC picked up the format straight away, starting the following week on 3 January 
1993, and it continued for more than 12 years, until the final edition on 29 May 2005. 
51 The first ever guest to be interviewed on Breakfast with Frost was then Prime 


Minister, John Major. 


The final edition saw guests including Archbishop Desmond Tutu, comedian Rory 
Bremner, and BBC director-general Mark Thompson, with TV presenter Carol 
Vorderman, author Gyles Brandreth, and chef Nigella Lawson reviewing the papers. 


Titles[edit] 


The first opening titles were used from 3 January 1993 to 25 August 1996, the second 
version was used from 1 September 1996 to 30 August 2003, and the final version was 
used from 6 September 2003 to 29 May 2005. 


Its theme tune was composed by Chris Blackwell. 
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Daily Politics 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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This article is about the British television show. For the New York political blog, see New 
York Daily News. 


Daily Politics 


Genre Politics 


Current affairs 


Directed by Claire Bellis 
Presented by Andrew Neil 
Jo Coburn 
Theme music Jim Meacock (2003-2011)" 
composer George Fenton (2012-2018)?! 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language English 
(s) 


No. of episodes 2700 (Daily Politics) 
210 (Sunday Politics) 


Production 


Production BBC Millbank (Monday-Friday) 
location(s) Broadcasting House (Sunday) 


Palace of Westminster (Weds 


PMQs) 
Editor(s) Robbie Gibb 
Running time 60 minutes (Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri) 


90 minutes (Wed) 


75 Minutes (Sunday), 25 Minutes 
BBC World News 


Release 


Original network BBC Two (Monday-Friday) 
BBC One (Sunday) 
BBC World News (Europe only) 


Original release 8 January 2003 - 


24 July 2018 

Chronology 
Preceded by Westminster Live 
Followed by Politics Live 
Related shows This Week 


External links 


Website 


Daily Politics was a BBC Television programme that aired between 2003 and 2018. It 
was presented by Andrew Neil and Jo Coburn. In September 2018 it was replaced 

by Politics Live, However, the regional opt-out edition, Sunday Politics, continues as 

a Sunday morning talk show. Daily Politics took an in-depth review of the daily events in 
both Westminster and other areas across Britain and abroad, and included interviews 
with leading politicians and political commentators. The final Daily Politics broadcast 
was on 24 July 2018.) 


History[edit] 


In 2000, Greg Dyke, then BBC Director General, ordered a review of political output 
from the BBC, which was carried out by Fran Unsworth. This led to a major overhaul of 
political programming in 2003. Several flagship programmes were cancelled, 

including On the Record, Despatch Box and Westminster Live, and new programmes 
were launched, including Daily Politics and the Politics Show. 


Daily Politics first aired on 8 January 2003, presented by Andrew Neil and Daisy 
Sampson. The first show included coverage of Prime Minister's Questions which later 
became standard in future episodes. 


In 2008, the opening titles were re-vamped by Jonathan Spencer, the show's designer, 
using Adobe Illustrator and Cinema 4D. 


In October 2011, it was announced that from 9 January 2012 Daily Politics would be 
relaunched, broadcasting six days a week (Daily Politics - Monday to Friday and Sunday 
Politics on Sundays). The duration of Daily Politics was extended from 30 to 60 minutes 
on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, remaining at 90 minutes on 
Wednesdays. Sunday Politics would become a weekend edition of Daily 

Politics presented by Andrew Neil and replacing The Politics Show, which ended in 
December 2011.4 


On 9 January 2013, the show celebrated its 10th anniversary showing archive clips from 
the Blair, Brown and Cameron years.2%4 |t celebrated its 15th anniversary in January 
2018.22 


Daily Politics was broadcast live at noon on weekdays on BBC Two when the House of 
Commons is sitting, lasting 60 minutes on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. 
On Wednesdays the programme was extended to 90 minutes from 11.30am and 
included live coverage and analysis of Prime Minister's Questions. Each show was 
repeated on BBC Parliament at midnight on the same day, and was available on BBC 
iPlayer for seven days. During party conference season, an additional programme 
covering the Party Leaders' speeches aired in the afternoons, and a highlights 
programme titled Today at Conference aired after Newsnight on BBC Two. During the 
2010 general election, BBC Two ran nine, 45-minute Daily Politics election debates. 
These programmes were presented by Andrew Neil and a specialist BBC correspondent. 


There was also a Northern Ireland version of Daily Politics, broadcast as Daily Politics 
from Northern Ireland, to cover Northern Ireland Minister's Questions from Westminster; 
it opted out of the national programme for the first half-hour before Prime Minister's 
Questions on a Wednesday, and this was usually presented by Connor Bradford. 


Presenters[edit] 


Nick Clegg being interviewed by Andrew Neil for the programme 


Daisy McAndrew (née Sampson) was Neil's co-presenter until the summer of 2005 when 
she left to join ITV. Jenny Scott joined as her replacement; she left in June 2008 to join 
the Bank of England. Sally Magnusson joined briefly in 2005 as the sole presenter on 
Friday's episode. Anita Anand joined the programme as Jenny Scott's replacement in 
September 2008 with Jo Coburn presenting on Thursdays. 


Shelagh Fogarty joined the team in January 2010 to co-host with Andrew Neil on 
Thursdays for three months after Anita Anand began maternity leave, while Jo Coburn 
took on Anita Anand's role presenting four days a week.” At the beginning of April 
2010, Jo Coburn went full-time presenting the programme every day. Anita Anand 
returned on 6 September 2010 and left the programme in July 2011.24 


When the programme returned on 5 September 2011, it was presented by Andrew Neil 
on Mondays, Jo Coburn on Fridays, and both together on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. As of January 2012, following the creation of Sunday Politics, Coburn 
presented Monday to Thursday and Neil presented Wednesday to Friday. Following the 
break for Easter 2017, Coburn took over as the sole presenter on Thursdays and Fridays 
and Neil presented the Wednesday programme. 


The regular reporters were Ellie Price, Elizabeth Glinka and Greg Dawson. Adam 
Fleming contributed regularly as a correspondent for the EU political situation in 
Brussels, having previously been a regular reporter for the programme at home. Other 
regular contributors to the show included either the BBC's Political Editor Laura 
Kuenssberg, her deputy John Pienaar or the BBC's Assistant Political Editor Norman 
Smith - who either helped to review Prime Minister's Questions on Wednesday's 
extended shows or contributed as correspondents for the programme. 


Production[edit] 


Daily Politics was produced at the BBC's Millbank studios near the Palace of 
Westminster, but despite this convenient location, it was not unknown for MPs and 
guests to arrive late for their interviews; a social gaffe which Andrew Neil frequently 
reminded them of on subsequent appearances. However, on 17 May 2011, when the 
programme was re-scheduled to an earlier slot of 11.30am, Neil himself was caught in 
traffic and missed the entire programme, which had to be introduced solo by Anita 
Anand, with an empty chair alongside her.“= For a while from September 2014, the 
programme was moved to Broadcasting House while the Westminster studio was 
renovated. 


In January 2016, Laura Kuenssberg arranged for Labour MP Stephen Doughty to 
announce his resignation on the show. This led to formal complaints.22 


Every Wednesday the programme featured an email competition where viewers 
answered a question for the chance to win a coveted Daily Politics mug. This 
competition was suspended as per BBC policy in the wake of the Blue Peter phone- 
in scandal. The competition returned in 2008 with entries picked out of a giant- 
sized Daily Politics mug instead of a normal mug (after initially using a Daily 
Politics bucket). Neither the enlarged mug nor the Daily Politics bucket were made 
available as a prize. The design of the mug changed in September 2008, after a 
relaunch of the programme. A new electronic method for choosing the winner was 
introduced in April 2012. 


Sunday Politics(edit] 


This programme was launched on 15 January 2012 to replace the Politics Show and was 
presented by Andrew Neil until 2017. The network part of Sunday Politics was presented 
by Sarah Smith from September 2017 until the final programme on 22 July 2018. It is 
currently continuing as a regional programme, without the networked coverage. 


Sunday Politics was divided into a number of clearly defined sections. The programme 
usually starts with a short interview on a topical subject making the news that day. This 
section is branded the Top Story. The main programme interview (the Sunday Interview) 
is introduced by a short graphic and normally lasts between 10 and 15 minutes. The 
next section is Head to Head which is introduced by a short film and consists of a 
debate between two people on a political issue in the news that week. At this point the 
programme opted to 11 English regional segments, Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland. Each opt-out lasted 23 minutes apart from Scotland (see below). Following the 
opt-outs the programme returned with a final section called The Week Ahead featuring 
three political journalists - regularly Janan Ganesh (Financial Times), Isabel 

Oakeshott (Sunday Times) and Helen Lewis (New Statesman). 


On 6 November 2016, Neil presented from Washington with Coburn in London ahead of 
the 2016 US Presidential Election. On 23 August 2017, Neil announced he was standing 


down and that BBC Scotland Editor Sarah Smith would take over as the main presenter. 
uzi 


e Editor: Will Boden 

e Presenter: Sarah Smith 

e Relief presenters: Jo Coburn (and occasionally Nick Robinson) 

e Political correspondents: Ellie Price, Elizabeth Glinka, Greg Dawson 


Sunday Politics (English regions)[edit] 


There are 11 English regional editions (formerly opt-outs) on Sunday Politics. Each 
region follows a similar format, consisting of two political figures, normally MPs or MEPs, 
appearing for the whole 29 minutes; this is extended from 23 minutes when the 
programme was merely an opt-out. In addition, each regional segment has topical 
interviews and discussions, short films and a review of the political week in 60 seconds. 
Tim Burke is the Nations and Regions Editor for the Sunday Politics. 


e Jo Coburn (London) 

e Peter Henley (South) 

e Julia George / Natalie Graham (South East) 
e Martyn Oates (South West) 

e Nina Warhurst (North West) 

e Richard Moss (North East and Cumbria) 

e Stewart White (East) 

e Marie Ashby (East Midlands) 

e Patrick Burns / Elizabeth Glinka (West Midlands) 
e David Garmston (West) 

e Tim Iredale (Yorkshire and Lincolnshire) 


Sunday Politics Scotland{edit] 


Sunday Politics Scotland is presented by Gordon Brewer or Andrew Kerr, and originally 
formed part of the networked Sunday Politics programme. Viewers in Scotland saw the 


first 37 minutes of the network programme (Top Story, Sunday Interview, and Head to 
Head) before opting to 38 minutes of analysis of the big political stories in Scotland. It is 
currently 29 minutes as a standalone programme. 


e Political editor: Brian Taylor 
e Past presenters: Isabel Fraser, Gary Robertson 


Sunday Politics Wales{edit] 


The Welsh segment of Sunday Politics lasts 29 minutes (increased from 23 when it 
formed part of the national Sunday Politics programme). It follows a similar format to 
the English regional editions, with two political figures appearing for the whole 29 
minutes and a weekly round up of the political week in 60 seconds. 


e Presenter: Carl Roberts 
Sunday Politics Northern Irelana{edit] 


The Northern Ireland segment of Sunday Politics normally lasts 28 minutes (23 when it 
formed part of the overall Sunday Politics programme), but sometimes covers election 
debates and occasionally expanded to fill the whole Sunday Politics slot in Northern 
Ireland. In 2012, BBC NI put all its politics shows under the one production team, 

so Stormont Today, The View and Sunday Politics Northern Ireland are all presented by 
Mark Carruthers, who moved from Good Morning Ulster to be the face of politics on BBC 
NI, replacing Noel Thompson, who occupies Carruthers’ former slot on Radio Ulster. Tara 
Mills hosts when Carruthers is unavailable. The Northern Ireland segment used to be 
repeated after the late night news on Sunday evenings, usually at 10.30pm on BBC One 
NI, but from 2012 this has moved to BBC Two NI, at the same time as Match of the Day 
2 is on BBC One. 


e Presenter: Mark Carruthers (2012-) Tara Mills (2011-2012, 2013) 
e Political editor: Mark Davenport 
e Political correspondents: Gareth Gordon, Enda McLafferty 


Daily Politics election debates[edit] 


During the run up to the 2010 general election Daily Politics held a series of debates 
involving members of the incumbent Labour Cabinet and their Conservative and Liberal 


Democrat equivalents. These debates ran alongside the main leaders' debates held for 
the first time in 2010. Starting on Monday 19 April, there were nine debates held on 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays for the three weeks before 6 May. Andrew Neil 
acted as moderator, along with a specialist BBC correspondent.22 


Main article: United Kingdom general election debates, 2015 § Daily Politics debates 


Again in the run up to the 2015 general election, the programme again held a series of 
debates.221 


Politics Europe(edit] 


This was launched on 14 September 2012 to replace The Record Europe and aired 
on BBC Parliament and BBC World News in Europe presented by Andrew Neil, although 
Jo Coburn acted as a relief presenter. 


See also[edit] 


HIE BBC portal 


e This Week 
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For the official parliamentary dispatch box, see Dispatch box. 


Despatch Box 


BBS News 


The final programme titles 


Genre News 


Presented by Zeinab Badawi 
Michael Dobbs 
Andrew Neil 


Steve Richards 


Country of origin United Kingdom 
Original language(s) English 
Production company(s) BBC 

Release 
Original network BBC Two 
Original release 20 October 1998 - 


20 December 2002 


Chronology 


Preceded by The Midnight Hour 


Followed by This Week 


Despatch Box was a late night political analysis television programme produced by 
the BBC and broadcast on BBC Two between 20 October 1998 and 20 December 2002. 
The programme was a replacement for the nightly political programme The Midnight 
Hour, and like its predecessor, was initially presented by a team of single-presenter 
journalists, rotated nightly, consisting of Zeinab Badawi, Michael Dobbs, Andrew 

Neil and Steve Richards. The programme regularly gained an audience of more than 
350,000 viewers.™ Following a change of format, it was decided that the programme 
should have one, regular presenter, a role for which Andrew Neil was chosen. The 
programme was produced at the BBC's Millbank studios in London. 


Following changes to sitting hours in the United Kingdom parliament, and extensive 
changes to the BBC's line-up of political programmes, Despatch Box was discontinued, 
and the programme's then regular presenter, Andrew Neil, moved on to present 

the Daily Politics and This Week."! 


See also[edit] 


EIGISBBC portal 


e Westminster Live 
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GMT 


GMT with George Alagiah 


Also known as 


Created by 


Presented by 


Country of origin 


Original languag 


e(s) 


Production 


location(s) 


Running time 


Original network 


GMT with Lucy Hockings (2014- 
2019) 

GMT with Stephen Sackur (2010- 
2019) 


BBC World News 


Lucy Hockings (2014-2019) 
Stephen Sackur (2010-2019) 


United Kingdom 


English 


Production 


Studio B and C, Broadcasting 


House, London 


2 x 30 minutes 


1 x 60 minutes 


Release 


BBC World News 


Picture format 576i (16:9 SDTV) 
1080i (HDTV) 


Original release 1 February 2010 - 
1 November 2019 


Chronology 
Preceded by World News Today 
Followed by Live with Lucy Hockings 


Related shows BBC World News 
BBC World News America 
Newsday 
Impact 
Global 
Focus on Africa 


World News Today 


External links 


GMT 


GMT was a news programme airing weekdays on BBC World News, which premiered on 
1 February 2010 and ended on 1 November 2019. The programme's main presenters 
are Lucy Hockings and Stephen Sackur, who are rotated depending on the edition (as of 
2016, original presenter George Alagiah is currently on leave from his anchor duties 

on GMT), with Tim Willcox serving as a primary relief presenter. 


Each programme begins with the presenter providing an in-depth lead story, giving the 
time in that part of the world; the program also features other reports of moderate 
length focusing on political, social, health and human rights issues, business and sport 
news, as well as a brief summary of other news headlines from around the world 
(however, the programme does not emphasize 'headlines' from BBC World News). Its 
title apparently refers to Greenwich Mean Time, as the programme commences at 12 
noon G.M.T. in London. 


Schedule[edit] 


GMT airs three times a day (09:00-09:30 GMT, 11:00-11:30 GMT and 12:00-13:00 GMT) 
each Monday through Friday on BBC World News. The programme acts as a morning 
programme for North America and South America, a daytime/afternoon programme 
for Europe, Middle East and Africa, an evening programme for Asia, and a late 
night/early morning programme for Australia and Oceania. The programme features 
analysis and discussion of the top news stories of the day and also previews the 
exclusive reports, correspondent feature films and interviews planned on BBC World 
News programme BBC World News America at 00:00 GMT later that day. In the United 
States, the first half-hour of the 12:00 GMT segment of the program is also syndicated 
to PBS member stations and select non-commercial educational independent 

stations through a distribution agreement between BBC World News and Los 
Angeles public independent KCET. 


BBC Two simulcast[edit] 


From 6 September 2010, a 27-minute segment was shown on BBC Two in the UK on 
Mondays and Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays at 12:30 GMT, replacing Working Lunch. 
u Originally an edition of World Business Report was shown at 12:40 GMT, though this 
was changed for BBC Two viewers to feature a four-minute-long business update. There 
was no Wednesday edition during Parliament, because of a 90-minute-long edition 

of The Daily Politics to cover Prime Ministers Questions. The BBC Two simulcast was 
ended at the end of 2011, and has since been replaced 2012 by an extended edition 

of The Daily Politics. An edition of BBC World News is shown instead on BBC Two at 
11:30, this was replaced in 2015 with BBC Newsroom Live 


Presenters[edit] 


Presenter Current Role 


Main Presenter (Monday- 
Thursday) 


2014- : 
Lucy HOCKINGS 
2019 Lucy Hockings 


Stephen Sackur Main Presenter (Friday) 


2010- 
2019 


David Eades 


Tim Willcox Relief Presenter 


Kate Silverton 


Babita Sharma 


2013- 
2019 


Karin Giannone 


Kasia Madera 


2015- 
2019 


Philippa Thomas 


2017- Samantha 
2019 Simmonds 


Former[edit] 


e George Alagiah (2010-2014) 

e Zeinab Badawi (2010-2014) 

e Komla Dumor (2012-2014; served until his death) 

e Naga Munchetty (2012-2014; moved to Salford to present BBC Breakfast) 
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The Hub 


THE HUB 


Created by 


Presented by 


Country of origin 


Original language( 


s) 


Production 


location(s) 


Running time 


Original network 


Picture format 


Original release 


WITH NIK GOWING 


BBC World News 


Nik Gowing 


United Kingdom 


English 


Production 


Studio N8, BBC Television 


Centre, London 


90 minutes 


Release 


BBC World News 


576i (16:9 SDTV) 


1 February 2010 - 
21 December 2012 


Chronology 


Followed by Global 


Related shows BBC World News 
BBC World News America 
Newsday 
GMT 
Impact 
Focus on Africa 


World News Today 


The Hub was a news programme shown on the international news and current affairs 
channel BBC World News. The programme launched on 1 February 2010 as part of a 
network-wide refresh and was presented by Nik Gowing.™ The programme aired at 
17:00 GMT (17:00 BST in the summer) for 90 minutes. 


The Hub replaced an edition of World News Today and served as a news ‘nerve centre’ 
for South Asia and the Middle East, providing both the headlines, and detailed analysis 
of the global news agenda. An edition of World Business Report followed the 
programme. 


The programme aired its last edition on 21 December 2012 and was replaced 
by Global on 14 January 2013. 


Former presentersl[edit] 


If there is no position before the years of being a presenter, then this newsreader was a 
relief presenter. 


e Nik Gowing (Main presenter, 2010-2012) 
e Lyse Doucet (2010-2012) 

e Tim Willcox (2010-2012) 

e Peter Dobbie (2010-2012) 

e Karin Giannone (2010-2012) 
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Have Your Say was a weekly discussion-based television programme, produced by 
the BBC and broadcast on international news channel BBC World News and BBC World 
Service radio. Its last broadcast was on 20 April 2008. The programme linked to 

the Have your say section of the BBC News website, BBC News Online, which also 
maintains its own topics for contributors to voice their opinions on. The topics are 
mainly non-controversial. The main presenter of the television programme was Bridget 
Kendall, Diplomatic Correspondent for the BBC. 


See also[edit] 


World Have Your Say, aired daily at 17:05 GMT in most regions of the world on the BBC 
World Service 


spEak You're bRanes , a Satirical website ridiculing the BBC's Have Your Say website. 
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Nationwide 


Nationwide's "mandala" logo, introduced in 1970 


Genre News and Current affairs 


Created by Derrick Amoore 


Presented by Michael Barratt (1969-1977) 
Bob Langley (1970-1972) 
Esther Rantzen (1970-1972) 
Bob Wellings (1971-1980) 
Bernard Falk (1972-1978) 
Valerie Singleton (1972-1978) 
Richard Stilgoe (1972-1978) 
Frank Bough (1972-1982) 
James Hogg (1972-1983) 

Sue Lawley (1972-1975 & 1978- 
1983) 

John Stapleton (1975-1980) 
Martin Young (1973-1979} 
Hugh Scully (1978-1983) 

Sue Cook (1980-1983) 

Richard Kershaw (1980-1983) 
David Dimbleby (1982) 


Laurie Mayer 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language( English 


s) 
Production 
Production Lime Grove Studios, London 
location(s) 
Editor(s) Michael Bunce (1970-1975) 
John Gau (1975-1978) 
Hugh Williams (1978-1981) 
Roger Bolton (1981-1983) 
Running time 50 minutes 


Release 


Original network BBC One 


Original release 9 September 1969 - 
5 August 1983 


Chronology 
Followed by Sixty Minutes 
Related shows Watchdog 


Nationwide is a former BBC News and current affairs television programme which ran 
from 9 September 1969 until 5 August 1983. It was broadcast on BBC 1 each weekday 
following the early evening news, and included the regional opt-out programmes. 


Outline[edit] 


It followed a magazine format, combining political analysis and discussion with 
consumer affairs, light entertainment and sports reporting. It began on 9 September 
1969, running between Tuesdays and Thursdays at 6:00pm, before being extended to 
five days a week in 1972. From 1976 until 1981 the start time was 5:55pm. The final 
edition was broadcast on 5 August 1983, and the following October it was replaced 
by Sixty Minutes. The long-running Watchdog programme began as 

a Nationwide feature. 


The light entertainment was quite similar in tone to That's Life! Eccentric stories 
featured skateboarding ducks and men who claimed that they could walk on egg shells. 
(In fact, the show's tendency to sidestep serious matters in favour of light pieces was 
parodied in an episode of Monty Python's Flying Circus, where the show, instead of 
reporting on the opening of the Third World War, chose to feature a story about a 
"theory" that sitting down in a comfortable chair rests one's legs). Richard 

Stilgoe performed topical songs. 


After the introduction and round-up, the BBC regions opted out for a twenty-minute 
section of local news round-ups (Midlands Today, Points West, Wales Today, South 
Today, Look East, Reporting Scotland, Spotlight, Look North, Scene Around Six). Once 
they had handed back to Lime Grove Studios in London, the regions remained on 
standby to participate in feedback and two-way interviews to be transmitted across the 
whole BBC network. 


The programme's brass and strings theme music, The Good Word, was composed 
by Johnny Scott.2! 


The show was used in an influential cultural/media studies project at the University of 
Birmingham, known as The Nationwide Project. 


Nationwide for London and the South East[edit] 


For all of its run, Nationwide provided the regional news for the BBC London/South East 
region, as this was the only BBC region not to have its own dedicated news team. 
During the regional opt-out, the Nationwide presenters provided the latest news and 
weather for the London and South East region from the Nationwide studio. A further 
peculiarity was that as this segment had no regional branding at all in London and the 


South East, it carried the Nationwide title despite only covering local news. This 
situation lasted until 1984.4 


Margaret Thatcher On the Spotiedit] 


Wikiquote has 
°) quotations related 
to: Diana Gould 


In May 1983, during a general election special of its "On the Spot" feature. Diana Gould, 
a teacher from Cirencester,® persistently challenged Margaret Thatcher about her 
ordering of the sinking of the General Belgrano when it was sailing away from 

the Falklands. Thatcher denied that the Belgrano had been sailing away, but Gould 
quoted map references and continued to push her point across, encouraged - so the 
Conservative party claimed - by presenter Sue Lawley. When Thatcher asked her 
whether she accepted that the Belgrano had been a danger to British shipping when it 
was sunk, Gould told her that she did not. Thatcher was extremely angry about the BBC 
for allowing the question. Thatcher's husband Denis lashed out at Roger Bolton, the 
editor of the programme, in the entertainment suite, saying that his wife had been 
"stitched up by bloody BBC poofs and Trots".4 


Archive status[edit] 


As a contemporary programme Nationwide was only recorded on broadcast videotape in 
the event of possible complaint or litigation; after a period of time tapes would 

be wiped and re-used although filmed reports were archived. Consequently, only a few 
complete editions exist in their original form. 


However, in his book The Television Heritage (1989), author Steve Bryant claimed that 
"a virtually complete collection of the BBC magazine programme Nationwide from 1971 
to 1980" existed as domestic recordings.“ He wrote: 


"Already virtually doomed is material held on early domestic tape formats 
manufactured by Sony, Shibaden and Philips. The pictures from these tapes are very 
poor - indeed, the Sony and Shibaden reel-to-reel tapes are monochrome only - but 
some unique collections exist on these formats. Most significant is a virtually complete 
collection of the BBC magazine programme Nationwide from 1971 to 1980, mostly on 
Sony and Shibaden, but on Philips for the programmes after 1977. This collection is held 
by the NFA (National Film Archive) and represents the only copies of the complete 
programmes in existence. 


The BBC has all the film reports and a small selection of pre-recorded video inserts, but 
the programmes themselves were live and were not recorded off-air. Neither the 
machinery nor the funds are currently available to save the contents of these tapes, so 
a valuable daily record of British life in the 70s, including a large number of live 
interviews with leading politicians and celebrities of the time, looks like being lost." 


The British Film Institute website stated in 2003 "so far we have successfully dubbed 
500 [Philips] N-1500 [tapes] as part of an HLF-Funded Nationwide preservation project". 
u |In November 2016 the BFI's holdings of Nationwide, described as being on an 
"exceptionally rare" video format, were included in a list of 100,000 most at risk 
television episodes which were to be digitised following £13.5m of National 

Lottery funding.24 


Documentaries([edit] 


e Let's Go Nationwide, BBC2, 1991; Transmitted as part of The Lime Grove Story, 26 
August 1991, marking the closing of the studios 
e =/t's Time to Go Nationwide, BBC4, 2009; Shown 5 February 2009 
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BBC News After Noon 


Created by 


Presented by 


Country of origin 


BBC News 


Richard Whitmore 
Moira Stuart 
Frances Coverdale 
Laurie Mayer 

Sue Carpenter 
Fern Britton 

Anne Diamond 


Judi Lines 


United Kingdom 


Original language(s) English 


Production 


Running time 30 minutes 
Release 
Original network BBC One 


Original release 


7 September 1981 - 


24 October 1986 


Chronology 


Preceded by The Midday News 


Followed by One O'Clock News 


News After Noon was BBC1's lunchtime news bulletin from September 1981 until 
October 1986. 


History[edit] 


News After Noon launched on 7 September 1981 and replaced a much shorter 
lunchtime news bulletin called The Midday News. It was initially billed as "the first 
television news of the day" as when the programme started breakfast television had 
not launched in the UK. News After Noon was replaced by a new lunchtime news 
programme The One O'Clock News when the BBC launched its daytime television 
service and the final edition of News After Noon was broadcast on 24 October 1986.12 


Format([edit] 


News After Noon was the first BBC television news bulletin to last for a full 30 minutes - 
the Nine O'Clock News was 25 minutes in length. After 25 minutes of news there was a 
weather forecast, after which the regions left the programme for their lunchtime 
regional news bulletin. However, at this time BBC South East did not broadcast regional 
news bulletins so the final three minutes of News After Noon, which consisted of a 
financial report and a recap of the news headlines with in-vision subtitles, was only seen 
in London and the south east. This continued until BBC South East launched a regional 
news bulletin in September 1985 after which News After Noon lasted for 25 minutes and 
the weather forecast followed the regional news bulletins. 


Presenters[edit] 


Throughout its five years on air the programme had a two-person presentation 

team. Richard Whitmore normally presented the programme alongside either Moira 
Stuart or Frances Coverdale, although the latter became the main co-presenter towards 
the end of the programme's run. Both Richard and Moira continued as daytime 
newsreaders after the demise of News After Noon as they shared presentational duties 
of the hourly BBC News Summaries that formed the backbone of the new daytime 
schedule. Other presenters included Laurie Mayer, Chris Lowe, Fern Britton, Sue 
Carpenter, Anne Diamond and Jane Franchi. 


Broadcast times[edit] 


News After Noon was broadcast in two time slots. Between September and May the 
programme ran from 12.30pm until lpm. However Pebble Mill at One did not broadcast 
during the summer; when it was not on the air News After Noon was shown between 
1pm and 1.30pm. Also during the summer months shorter editions of News After 

Noon (sometimes with one presenter instead of two) were broadcast when the BBC was 
showing live cricket coverage. This was to ensure that viewers did not miss the end of 
the morning's play and the start of the afternoon's play. On these days News After 
Noon would last for 20 minutes instead of the usual 30 minutes.“ 
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Politics Show 


te C0 ub pobbe Ow 


Genre Current Affairs & Politics 


Presented by Jeremy Vine (2003-2005) 
Jon Sopel (2005-2011) 


Theme music composer Simon Lacey (2003-2009) 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language(s) English 


Production 
Running time 60 minutes 
Release 
Original network BBC One 
Original release 2 February 2003 - 


11 December 2011 


Chronology 


Preceded by On the Record 


Related shows Daily Politics 


Politics Show is an hour-long BBC One television political programme which was 
broadcast in the United Kingdom on Sundays between 2003 and 2011, broadcasting 
usually at midday. 


Politics Show was superseded by Sunday Politics, a weekend version of Daily Politics, 
which retains some of the elements of the former show. 


History[edit] 


During 2000, the then BBC Director General Greg Dyke ordered a review of political 
output from BBC, which was carried out by Fran Unsworth,” leading to a major overhaul 
of political output in the 2002. A number of flagship programmes were cancelled, 
including On the Record, Despatch Box and Westminster Live and replaced with new 
programmes.” 


The Politics Show become the Sunday flagship lunchtime politics show hosted by Jeremy 
Vine. The show retained On the Record's serious agenda and a long-form interview as 
its centrepiece and contained reports on the big political stories of the week as well as 
analysing the way these stories will affect people all over the country. The Politics 

Show also replaced a number of regional political programmes on BBC2, by including a 
20-minute opt-out for each of the English regions, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland 
fronted by a different presenter for each region, looking into how political stories affect 
the local area. 


In September 2005 Jeremy Vine left the show and was replaced by BBC 
News presenter Jon Sopel.2! Susanna Reid and Tim Donovan, deputy political 
editor James Landale and political correspondents Laura Kuenssberg and Jo 
Coburn have all presented in place of Sopel. 


The programme aired for the final time on 11 December 2011. It was replaced from 15 
January 2012 by Sunday Politics, a weekend version of The Daily Politics, with Andrew 
Neil as the main presenter." 


The Politics Show Scotland(edit] 


The Politics Show Scotland was BBC Scotland's main political programme broadcast 
on Sundays. It followed the same format as the London version until a major overhaul of 
Scottish political programmes took place, which resulted in the axing of the Friday 
edition of Politics Scotland in 2007 and Holyrood in 2009 which were both presented 

by lain Macwhirter, and incorporating them into the new programme. The new format 
resulted in Scotland taking the first 20-30min of the national broadcast then opting-out 
to provide a full one-hour show analysing the big political stories of the week in 
Scotland. The programme aired for the final time on 18 December 2011, with a review 
of 2011. 


From 15 January 2012, The Politics Show was replaced by weekend version of The Daily 
Politics, hosted by Andrew Neil (who also hosts the weekday version on Wednesdays - 
Fridays). The programme was thus renamed Sunday Politics Scotland which continued 
with the same format. 


PresenterSs[edit] 


e Presenter/Holyrood correspondent: Isabel Frazer 


e Political editor: Brian Taylor 

e Reporter: Catriona Renton 

e Holyrood correspondent: Raymond Buchanan 

e Westminster correspondents: David Porter and Tim Reid 

e Original Presenter: Glenn Campbell 2003 - 2007, lain Macwhirter 2007 - 2008 


Regional opt-out teams[edit] 


This section needs to be updated. Please update this article 
Co to reflect recent events or newly available 
information. (December 2016) 


Yorkshire and Lincolnshire[edit] East[edit] 

e Presenter/political editor (East Yorkshire & e Presenter: Etholle George 
Lincolnshire): Tim Iredale e Political editor: Deborah McGurran 

e Reporter/political editor (Yorkshire & North e Reporter: Clive Lewis 


Midlands): Len Tingle 


N.B. The Yorkshire and Lincolnshire opt-out is 
broadcast to both Yorkshire and Yorkshire and 
Lincolnshire sub-regions. 


Wales/Cymru[edit] London[edit] 
e Presenter: Felicity Evans e Reporter: Andrew Cryan 
e Political editor: Betsan Powys e Producer: lan Laughlin 


e Reporters: Mark Hannaby (Videojournalist), John 
Stevenson (Bangor) 


and Bethan James (Westminster) 


e Online journalist: John Cooper 
e Producer: Mark Palmer 


North West[edit] South[edit] 
e Presenter: Annabel Tiffin e Presenter/political editor: Peter Henley 
e Political editor: Arif Ansari e Producer: lan Paul 


e Reporters: Lucy Breakwell and Elaine Dunkley 
e Producer: Michelle Mayman 


South West[edit] West[edit] 
e Presenter/political editor: Martyn Oates e Presenter: David Garmston 
e Reporter/researcher: Ben Woolvin e Reporter: Paul Barltrop 


e Producer: Jimmi Jones 
Northern Ireland[edit] 


The Northern Irish version usually followed the UK with a 20-minute opt out and 
returning for the final 10 minutes. Occasionally when there are big stories in Northern 


Ireland or election debates, they broadcast for the full hour and do not show the London 
edition. They also broadcast the full 20 minute NI edition after the late night news on a 
Sunday evening usually 10.20pm to 10.40pm. 


e Presenter: Tara Mills (2011-present - hosted Politics Show for four months after 
Fitzpatrick's departure and continues on the Sunday Politics in 2012. Also hosts 
Stormont today for BBC NI) 

e Former presenter - Jim Fitzpatrick (2003-2011 - left after 2011 election to become 
Business Editor on BBC Newsline but is still on the Sunday Politics production team) 

e Political editor: Mark Davenport 

e Political correspondents: Gareth Gordon, Yvette Shapero and Martina Purdy 
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Sixty Minutes 


SIXTY MINUTES 


Created by BBC News 


Presented by Nick Ross, 
Desmond Wilcox, 
Sarah Kennedy, 
Sally Magnusson, 
Jan Leeming, 
Moira Stuart, 
Richard Whitmore 


Country of origin United Kingdom 
Original language(s) English 
Production 
Production location(s) London 
Running time 60 minutes 
Release 
Original network BBC1 
Original release 24 October 1983 - 
27 July 1984 


Chronology 


Preceded by Nationwide 


Followed by Six O'Clock News 


Sixty Minutes was a news and current affairs programme which ran each weekday at 
5:40pm between 24 October 1983 to 27 July 1984 on BBCI. It replaced 

the Nationwide programme, and like Nationwide, it also integrated the BBC regional 
news programmes into a single magazine programme. 


However, the BBC's News department stoutly maintained its independence from 
colleagues in Current Affairs, and the first 15 minutes of news was almost a separate 
programme, followed by 20 minutes from BBC regional news before the final 25 minutes 
of national current affairs. Accordingly, the format was unwieldy, with neither the 
conciseness of a bulletin nor the softness of the show's predecessor, Nationwide. 


The editor, David Lloyd, poached Nick Ross from the highly popular Breakfast Time to 
front the show, along with Desmond Wilcox, Sarah Kennedy, and Sally 

Magnusson. Sarah Kennedy was unable to join the team at the programme's launch but 
eventually began to present the show after Wilcox was dismissed early in the show's 
run. The news bulletins were usually read by Jan Leeming, Moira Stuart or Richard 
Whitmore. The opening titles were designed by Terry Hylton and produced by the 
Computer Film Company. 


As was the situation with its predecessor Nationwide, Sixty Minutes was also responsible 
for the evening regional news output for London and the South East. Whereas all the 
other BBC regions had their own dedicated news bulletins, Sixty Minutes presenters 
would read the latest news for London and the South East, simply titled "South East". 


The programme was not well received and although its ratings eventually began to 
improve it broadcast its final edition on Friday 27 July 1984. Throughout August, BBC1 
reverted to placing the early evening news at 5.40pm followed by the regional news 
magazines, before launching a new schedule on 3 September 1984 with the Six O'clock 
News. Arguably, another legacy was the eventual integration of the BBC News and 
Current Affairs departments. 


See also[edit] 
e 40 Minutes 
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STORYFix is a television programme on United Kingdom news channel BBC News. 
Broadcast between May 2006 and July 2007, it was notable for presenting an alternative 
view of the week's news. In July 2006 it also became one of the BBC's first 

video podcasts. 


It took a mildly satirical view of the week's events - although the satire was aimed more 
at the way the news was reported than at the news itself - with such features as "the 
week in numbers" and "good week/bad week", often picking on politicians such as John 
Prescott. 


Emily Maitlis was the original presenter of the programme. When she went on maternity 
leave, Kate Silverton presented a few editions before she in turn was replaced, 

with Louise Minchin, Declan Curry or James Dagwell being the new regular presenters. 
Towards the end there was no regular presenter with a guest presenter being used for 
the programme, including Maryam Moshiri, Paddy O'Connell, Matt Barbet, Rory Cellan 
Jones, Alex Stanger, Rachel Horne, Nicola Pearson and Evan Davis. 


It was available as a video podcast and on the BBC News website, as well as being 
shown on BBC News 24 (Fridays at 19.50, Saturdays at 13.50 amongst others) and news 
interactive via the red button. The editor was Mark Barlex, who is assistant editor of 

the BBC News at One and previously said the project was "uniquely difficult to 
describe". 


The last episode was made available online on 27 July 2007, after it was announced a 
week earlier that it was to end. The BBC commented that the show was part of a video 
podcasting trial run by the BBC, and that the production team ‘will be moving on to 
other projects’. Emily Maitlis returned to present the final episode (along with James 
Dagwell), which - at over 8 minutes - was one of the longest. 


See also[edit] 
e BBC News 
ReferencesS[edit] 
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Television Newsreel Logo 


Television Newsreel was a British television programme, the first regular news 
programme to be made in the UK. Produced by the BBC and screened on the BBC 
Television Service from 1948 to 1954 at 7.30pm, it adapted the traditional 

cinema newsreel form for the television audience, covering news and current affairs 
stories as well as quirkier ‘human interest' items, sports and cultural events. The 
programme's opening title sequence, featuring a graphic of the transmission mast 
at Alexandra Palace with the title revolving around it, became a well-known image of 
the time. The theme tune was "Girls in Grey" by Charles Williams and played by the 
Queen's Hall Light Orchestra. It was published by Chappell on one of its mood music 
records - it was not specifically written for the newsreel but composed during World War 
Two for the Women's Junior Air Corps. 


Overview/[edit] 


Previously, the BBC had screened cinema newsreels from British Movietone News as 
well as sound-only news bulletins from BBC Radio. Following the resumption of the 
television service in 1946, after its World War II hiatus, a BBC Film Unit was set up to 
produce items on film, as opposed to the vast majority of the BBC's output of the time 
which was transmitted live via the electronic cameras of the Alexandra Palace studios. 


The first Television Newsree/ was shown on Monday 5 January 1948. Each edition was 
fifteen minutes long, and would consist of a number of different items, tending to be 
fewer and longer in length than in cinema newsreels, most of which ran for only ten 
minutes in total. The items would have different presenters, and would be linked by a 
narrated voiceover. The producer was Harold Cox, D. A. Smith was the editor, the chief 
cameraman was Alan Lawson and J. K. Byer was head of sound recordists. Editions 
would initially be broadcast on Monday, Wednesday and Saturday evenings. From April 
1950 a special Children's Newsreel edition would be shown on Saturday afternoons, for 
the benefit of the younger audience.“ 


Items from the United States produced by the NBC network there would often be used, 
as the BBC had a film exchange deal with the American broadcaster where they would 


swap film reports they had produced. From 1951, a weekly Newsree/ Review of the 
Week was produced to open programming on Sunday evenings, compiling highlights 
from the previous week's newsreel features. These weekly editions would be presented 
by Edward Halliday, who sometimes appeared on-screen to link the various items. 


Due to the pre-prepared nature of the Newsreel, topicality and coverage of breaking 
news stories was impossible, and it was not a true news programme as we would 
understand it today; it was regarded more as entertainment, with more serious news 
bulletins being produced by BBC Radio and sometimes broadcast on TV in sound only. 
The final edition was broadcast on Sunday 4 July 1954. The following Monday 5 July 
1954, the first BBC News programme was broadcast, presented live in the studio by 

a newsreader (who was, however, initially unseen and unnamed, because it was felt 
that identifying the news with one personality would detract from its seriousness), who 
linked the reports in the manner now familiar for news broadcasting. The new 
programme was initially titled News and Newsreel, but after a short while 

the Newsreel portion was dropped, severing the last link with the Television 
Newsreel strand. 


Children's Newsreel, which unlike the later Newsround made no pretence at being a 
serious news report, had begun in April 1950 and would continue until September 1961, 
outliving its adult parent by seven years. 


Archive status[edit] 


Given that the programmes were pre-shot on film as opposed to being shown live, 
unlike most of the BBC's output from the late 1940s, examples of Television 
Newsreel do survive in the archives, some of the oldest extant pieces of BBC-produced 
television programming. Complete editions with the original linking narration are rare, 
however, as the individual reports were designed to be re-used in shows such 

as Newsreel Review of the Week and the end-of-year review Scrapbook, so reports were 
archived separately rather than as complete editions of the programme. 


Many of the reports survive due to the negatives having been donated to the National 
Film Archive at the British Film Institute in the early 1950s - the first ever television 
material to be acquired by the archive, which now has an extensive collection of 
broadcast programmes. The BBC donated these on condition that they could have 
access to them whenever they desired, and more subsequently made copies of the 
donated films for their own archives. 


See also[edit] 
EIEISBBC portal 

e BBC News 
Footnotes[edit] 


1. ^ 1950s British TV Milestones Whirligig 50s British TV 
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This Week 


presenter Andrew Neil 


Genre Current affairs, politics 
Presented by Andrew Neil 
Starring Michael Portillo 

Alan Johnson 


Miranda Green 
Alex Salmond 
Suzanne Evans 
Diane Abbott 
Liz Kendall 


David Lammy 


Theme music composer Jim Meacock"™ 

Country of origin United Kingdom 

Original language(s) English 
Production 


Executive producer(s) Samir Shah 


Editor(s) Penny 


Running time 45 minutes 
Production company(s) Juniper TV 
Release 

Original network BBC One 

Original release 16 January 2003 - 
18 July 2019 

Chronology 

Preceded by Despatch Box?! 

Followed by Brexitcast®! 

Related shows Daily Politics 


Politics Live 


External links 


Website 


This Week is a BBC One current affairs and politics TV programme, screened late on 
Thursday evenings. It was hosted by former Sunday Times editor Andrew Neil, with a 
panel of two commentators, one each from the right and left of the political spectrum. 
“ The show was introduced on 16 January 2003, as was the Daily Politics, after a major 
review of BBC political programmes. It replaced the nightly Despatch Box (1998-2002), 
for which Neil had been the sole presenter in its later years.) 


In February 2019, following Neil's decision to step down as host, the BBC announced 
that This Week would end in July 2019.5! The final episode aired on 18 July 2019, a live 
broadcast from Westminster Central Hall with an invited audience of political dignitaries 
and celebrities. Mick Hucknall of pop group Simply Red sang "Nobody Does it Better" to 
Andrew Neil and the 'Final Show' was closed by 'Quiet Man' covering "Make Luv" (sic). 


Since September 2019, Neil has gone on to host The Andrew Neil Show on 
Wednesdays. This Week has been replaced on Thursdays by the TV version 
of Brexitcast, a podcast about Brexit. 


Overview([edit] 


With a light-hearted tone compared with most political programming, This Week was 
"punchy, irreverent, satirical". From start to finish, Michael Portillo was the regular 
Conservative commentator on the show and the Labour Party commentator until 2010 
was Diane Abbott. The two were ostensibly an "odd couple" coming from different sides 
of the political spectrum (albeit with a long-standing friendship dating back to when 
both attended grammar school in Harrow, even having appeared in a production 

of Macbeth together).2 


During her unsuccessful campaign in 2010 to lead the Labour Party and her subsequent 
tenure as Shadow Minister for Public Health, Abbott began making only occasional 
appearances, her ability to speak without constraint becoming noticeable. Eventually, 
her place was taken by another Labour MP, in rotation each week, always a 
backbencher, most often Alan Johnson. After returning to the backbenches in 2013, 
Abbott appeared on a fortnightly basis, alternating with Johnson. Since her appointment 
to Jeremy Corbyn's shadow cabinet in September 2015, she has not appeared. The 
tradition of Labour MPs alternating in the spot has continued. 


Since 2013, Neil's golden retriever Miss Molly has also frequently appeared on the show, 
often walking in front of the camera during shots or choosing to sleep next to guests. 
Miss Molly's first appearance was coupled with an increase in This Week's ratings.“ 


Episode format([edit] 


Shown directly following Question Time, This Week presented itself as a more laid-back 
companion to its predecessor, with episodes regularly opening with a summary of the 
week's main events in the form of a parody of a popular television series. At the 
beginning of each episode, Neil asked the two regular commentators for their "Moment 
of the Week", occasionally contributing his own "moment". The standard format consists 
of three segments, with a guest contributor featuring in each. The first featured a 
journalist or commentator who presents their "Take of the Week" in a short film before 
appearing in the studio to discuss their perspective further. The second segment was a 
light-hearted "Round-up of the Week" in and around Parliament, formerly presented 

by Mark Mardell, who left the show on becoming the BBC's Europe Editor in 2005. The 
"Round-up" segment was later presented by a rotation of writers and broadcasters. This 
was followed by a discussion between the hosts (often joined for this segment 

by Miranda Green) of the issues raised. The third main segment, "Spotlight", typically 
focused more on cultural topics and features a final guest. For many years, there was 
often also a quiz at the end of the show, in which Neil took pleasure in demonstrating 
the commentators’ ignorance of a range of topics, though this feature no longer 
appeared in later years. 


Though primarily a political discussion programme, This Week achieved notoriety for its 
humorous approach to current affairs. For example, during the 2005 General Election, 
the show's title sequence spoofed the recently re-released version of "Is This the Way to 
Amarillo" and its video featuring comedian Peter Kay.“ In 2011, following the 
announcement that the techno band Underworld were to perform at the opening 
ceremony for the London Summer Olympics, the show's ending credits featured Neil 


and his guests raving to the band's music.“4 The clip subsequently went viral 
on YouTube, helping to increase the show's unconventional popularity amongst younger 
audiences. 


In 2006, the programme won the Hansard Society Award for Opening Up Politics which 
was awarded at the Channel 4 Political Awards ceremony." 


During the general election campaign of 2010, This Week was broadcast on Monday 
nights in addition to its usual Thursday night slot, with contributors including Sarah 
Teather, Lynne Featherstone, Caroline Flint and James Purnell and the late Charles 


Kennedy. 


Recurring jokes[edit] 


In keeping with its comic style, This Week had several recurring jokes and nicknames. 
These included assertions that the show's viewers watched the show drinking Blue 

Nun, David Cameron watched the show in bed wearing his pyjamas, that the cast 
regularly went to a nightclub after filming is completed—Annabel's in Berkeley 

Square or Lou Lou's in Mayfair—with Charles Clarke providing the guests 

a minicab service even when he was not appearing on the show. It was also frequently 
(sarcastically) said that the show had a budget of almost zero, and had few or no 
regular viewers. While giving out the Twitter and Facebook handles for the show (in the 
process, creatively mangling the names of the social media sites), Neil also insisted that 
no comments posted by viewers would be read. In addition, every episode began with 
the words "Evenin' all" and ended with "That's your lot for this week" followed by 
"Nighty-night; don't let the [topical event or person] bite". The middle section was 
introduced with "Now, it's late; [topical event]-late." Following Diane Abbott's departure 
from the show, Neil would joke that her leadership bid and later appointment as Shadow 
Minister for Public Health were part of her "insatiable lust for power". On the rare 
occasions that she consequently made an appearance on the show, Neil introduced her 
by saying "And back by absolutely no public demand whatsoever...". In weeks where 
the Speaker of the House of Commons, John Bercow (or his spouse), had featured in the 
news, the end credits were frequently shown over a scene of the diminutive Speaker 
being ceremonially escorted into the House of Commons to the music and lyrics 

of Jimmy Dean's "Big Bad John". 


Guest commentators' nicknames[edit] 


Michael Portillo, regularly mocked by Andrew Neil for his garishly-designed shirts and his long- 


running railway series 


e "Itchy & Scratchy" - Diane Abbott MP and Michael Portillo 
e "#Choo-Choo" & "#SadManOnAtrain" - Michael Portillo 
e "#hbaffled & #HackneyAbbott" - Diane Abbott MP 

e "#SadManOntTheLeft" - Alan Johnson 

e "#ShesLovely" - Miranda Green 

e "#ManInTheMiddle" or "Chat-Show Charlie" - the late Charles Kennedy 
e "#RivieraGigolo" - Alastair Campbell 

e "#FourPerCent" & "Liz Misérables" - Liz Kendall MP 

e "#DivisionBelle" - Caroline Flint MP 

e "#theLamminator" - David Lammy MP 

e "#LastKingofScotland" - Alex Salmond 

e "Vince the Cable" - Vince Cable MP 

e "Shirl the Girl" - Baroness Shirley Williams of Crosby 

e "#SadManinaSuit" - Jacob Rees-Mogg MP 

e "#JessWeCan" - Jess Phillips MP 

e "#SadScouserOnaSofa" - Esther McVey MP 

e "#SmoothOperator" - Chuka Umunna MP 

e "#NorthernSoul" - Lisa Nandy MP 

e "#MaroonedCamerooned" - Ed Vaizey MP 

e "#minesavindaloo" - Michael Dugher 

e "#glitterballs" - Ed Balls 

e "#OhlItsNotEdBalls" - Chris Leslie MP 

e "#littlepinkbus" - Harriet Harman MP 

e "Molly the dog" - Molly Neil (Andrew Neil's dog) 

e "Scrubber" - Iris Bailey (Andrew Neil's dog) 


Other political nicknames[edit] 


e "The Maybot" - Theresa May MP, Prime Minister 2016-19 

e "Call Me Dave" - David Cameron, Prime Minister 2010-16 

e "Nick Cleggover", "#NickFlixandChill" - Nick Clegg, Deputy Prime Minister 2010-15 

e "Spreadsheet Phil" - Philip Hammond MP, Chancellor 2016-19 

e "Boy George" - George Osborne, Chancellor 2010-16 

e "Not-So-Red Ed" - Ed Miliband MP 

e "Her Maj" or "The Boss" - The Queen 

e "The Great Leader" - Gordon Brown, Prime Minister 2007-10 

e "Our Dear Leader" - BBC Directors-General Lord Hall of Birkenhead 2013-19; Mark 
Thompson until 2012. 

e "Miss Trust" - The BBC Trust 

e "Jean-Claude 'Mine's a triple cognac, high five" Juncker - Jean-Claude Juncker 

e "Bish" - The Archbishop of Canterbury 

e "Jezza The Red" - Jeremy Corbyn MP 

e "The Donald" - Donald Trump, President of the United States 

e "Bojo The Clown" - Boris Johnson MP 


Election song[edit] 


During general elections, the show started with the ‘election song’. The 2005 

election song was "Is this the way to Election Day?" (a spoof of "Is This the Way to 
Amarillo?" by Neil Sedaka and Howard Greenfield),"2! and for the 2010 election, the song 
was "We're Off to Find a PM" (a spoof of "We're Off to See the Wizard" by Harold Arlen). 


(14) 
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x 
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e This Week at BBC Programmes # 

e This Week on Twitter # 

e This Week (2003) on IMDb 

e Buzzfeed behind-the-scenes article 


Tonight (1957 TV programme) 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Jump to navigationJump to search 

This article is about the BBC TV programme of the 1950s hosted by Cliff Michelmore. For 
the ITV news magazine hosted by Julie Etchingham, see Tonight (1999 TV programme). 


Tonight is a British current affairs television programme, presented by Cliff 
Michelmore, that was broadcast on BBC live on weekday evenings from 18 February 
1957 to 18 June 1965. The producers were the future Controller of BBC1 Donald 
Baverstock and the future Director-General of the BBC Alasdair Milne. The audience was 
typically seven million viewers. 


BBC TV background([edit] 


Tonight was, like Six-Five Special, created by the BBC to fill in the "Toddlers' Truce" 
closed period between 6.00pm and 7.00pm (the 'Truce' was officially abolished only a 
few days before Tonight was first broadcast). Tonight began broadcasting from the 
Viking studio in Kensington, Known by the BBC as "studio M". It eventually transferred to 
one of the main studios in Lime Grove, Shepherd's Bush, west London.“ 


Content and style[edit] 


The programme covered the arts and sciences as well as topical matters and current 
affairs. There was a mixture of incisive and light-hearted items: unscripted studio 
interviews, by Derek Hart, Geoffrey Johnson-Smith and Michelmore himself; and filmed 
reports. Reporters included Alan Whicker, Fyfe Robertson, Kenneth Allsop, Chris 
Brasher, Julian Pettifer, Brian Redhead and Polly Elwes. 


The programme received the Guild of Television Producers and Directors (now BAFTA) 
award for best factual programme in 1957 and 1958. The style was informal with no 
attempt to hide studio equipment. Michelmore gave a very relaxed performance, 
sometimes perching on the edge of his desk, seemingly unfazed by the ringing of his 
desk telephone letting him know about technical problems. There were regular 
appearances by Rory McEwen, Cy Grant, singing a "topical calypso", 

and folk singers Robin Hall and Jimmie Macgregor. Michelmore became known for his 
catchphrase when closing the show, "That's all for tonight, the next ‘Tonight’ will be 
tomorrow night. Until then, good night!" 


It was during an edition of Tonight broadcast on the evening of Friday 22 November 
1963 that BBC television broke the news of the assassination of United States President 


John F. Kennedy to UK viewers, although Granada Television had already broadcast the 
news in its northern ITV region. 


In 1964, Bob Dylan appeared on the programme and sang With God on Our Side. 


Later BBC series[edit] 


A new programme under the name, presented by Sue Lawley, Denis Tuohy and Donald 
MacCormick, was launched on BBCi in September 1975, in a late evening slot. When 
Lawley left to have a baby, Valerie Singleton replaced her on the show, which continued 
until 1979. Newsnight, on BBC2, was its replacement. 
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Westminster Live 


j “ 
i 


f 


AoE News 


F> A 


The final programme titles ( Promax & BDA silver award 


winning) - designer : Louise Smith 


Genre Current Affairs & Politics 


Presented by Nick Robinson 


lain Macwhirter 


Country of origin United Kingdom 
Original language(s) English 
Release 
Original network BBC Two 
Original release 21 November 1989 - 


20 December 2002 
Chronology 


Followed by Daily Politics 


Westminster Live was a weekly television programme focusing on political 
developments within the Parliament of the United Kingdom. The programme began on 
21 November 1989 on the same day as television cameras were first allowed into 

the House of Commons. The programme lasted until 20 December 2002 when it was 
discontinued, and succeeded by the Daily Politics. 


The programme was presented by Nick Robinson and lain Macwhirter. Robinson left the 
BBC to join ITV and Macwhirter went on to report on the Scottish Parliament in Ho/yrood 
Live. 


The first presenter was Vivian White and later hosts included Nick Ross and Diana 
Madill. 


The programme was originally presented from a small studio opposite the Houses of 
Parliament, but in later years it came from the BBC's nearby Millbank base. 


It focused on coverage from Parliament far more than its successor. 
See also[edit] 


e Despatch Box 
e This Week 

e Daily Politics 
e Holyrood Live 


DPA This article related to a BBC television programme is a stub. You can help 
fans Wikipedia by expanding it. 
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Working Lunch 


The last Working Lunch titles used from 
6 October 2008 - 30 July 2010. 


Genre Financial news 
Created by BBC 
Presented by Adrian Chiles (1994-2007) 


Adam Shaw (1994-2008) 
Paddy O'Connell (2003-2008) 
Nik Wood (2007-2008) 
Declan Curry (2008-2010) 
Naga Munchetty (2008-2010) 


Composer(s) John Ashton Thomas 
Country of origin United Kingdom 
(Orginal language(s) English 


| 


Production 


Production Studio TC7, 


location(s) BBC Television Centre, London 
Running time 30 minutes 
Release 
Original network BBC Two 
Picture format 4:3 later 16:9 
Audio format Stereo 
Original release 19 September 1994 - 
30 July 2010 


Working Lunch was a television programme broadcast on BBC Two which 

covered business, personal finance and consumer news; it was broadcast between 1994 
and 2010. The programme was first aired on 19 September 1994. It had a quirky, 
relaxed style, especially when compared to other BBC business shows such as World 
Business Report. In April 2010, the BBC announced that the programme was being 
cancelled at the end of July 2010. GMT with George Alagiah took its place in the 
schedule at 12:30 on BBC Two.) 


Graphics[edit] 


The original title sequence created by Piers Helm, featured a real goldfish and a rubber 
shark in a tank that contained the programme's subject matter represented 

as kitsch fish tank objects. These objects were a treasure chest, bank, factory anda 
version of the Richard Rogers Lloyds building. The title sequence led to a virtual set that 
was designed to look like a converted warehouse when in fact, the studio it came from 
was the smallest BBC News studio. By 2000, the title sequence had been changed by 
BBC Design to a computer generated sequence in which a goldfish is trying to escape 
from a shark on board a sunken ship. The programme graphics also reflected this style 
with a marine-themed studio background. Other graphics were in a "crude clipart" style. 


2008 relaunch[edit] 


The show was relaunched on 6 October 2008, with new titles, set and presenters. The 
familiar goldfish and shark were replaced by a piggy bank. Presenters Paddy 
O'Connell, Adam Shaw and Nik Wood, were replaced by Declan Curry and Naga 


Munchetty, the latter joining from Bloomberg TV. The new format was unpopular with 
viewers and the vast majority of comments about it were negative.24 


Presenters and reporters[edit] 


Originally, the show was presented by Adrian Chiles and Adam Shaw. Chiles left the 
programme on 26 January 2007 after twelve-and-a-half-years, to become the co-host of 
the BBC One current affairs and lifestyle programme The One Show. He was replaced by 
Nik Wood. On Fridays, Paddy O'Connell fronted the show with Shaw instead of Wood. 
Both O'Connell and Shaw bowed out on 26 September 2008. 


In 2007, former footballer Graeme Le Saux presented a series of items recorded in his 
birthplace of Jersey. Jenny Culshaw, a senior producer on the show, also occasionally 
presented items. 


Other members of the Working Lunch team included Rachel Burden, Simon Gompertz, 
Rachel Horne, Rob Pittam and Gillian Lacey-Solymar, memnun 


From 6 October 2008, a revamped lineup saw BBC Breakfast's former business 
presenter, Declan Curry, and Naga Munchetty take over studio presentation, with Wood 
returning to his former role of roving reporter, alongside Rob Pittam.!4 


Gillian Lacey-Solymar left the show on 29 January 2010. 
The show had a regular cast of experts like Justin Urquhart Stewart.221 


Broadcast schedule[edit] 


The former Goldfish programme titles. 


The show had a regular weekday slot at 12.30 pm until 1 pm, except on Wednesdays 
when it was broadcast an hour later. The programme was broadcast for 42 weeks of the 
year, taking a break for Easter, Christmas and some sports tournaments coverage, such 
as Wimbledon, the Olympic Games and golf. 


See also[edit] 
EIGSBBC portal 


e The Bottom Line 
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World Briefing 
Genre News, current events, and factual 
Running time Weekdays for half hour at 0100, 1000, 
1400, 1500, 1800, 2100, 2200, 2300 


(GMT) (as at Spring 2011) 


Country of United Kingdom 


origin 


Language(s) English 


|Home station BBC World Service 


| Recording Broadcasting House 


studio 


Original 2 January 2001 - 31 March 2013 


release 


No. of series 


No. of 


episodes 


Website 


13,000+ 


https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/ 


p002vsnc 


World Briefing was BBC World Service's longtime news strand. It had broadcast 
roughly more than 13,000 unique episodes. Along with The World 

Today, Newshour, World Update and World: Have Your Say, it covered a large part of 
the schedule (four hours each weekday). It was broadcast on the hour as a half-hour 
programme whenever other news strands are not on air. Each individual version of the 
BBC World Service opted in or out of various editions. Public radio stations around the 
world also broadcast various editions of World Briefing. 


On 25 March 2013, BBC World Service announced that World Briefing would be 
cancelled and replaced by The Newsroom. The Newsroom first aired on 1 April 2013 at 
llam GMT. Unlike World Briefing, The Newsroom airs daily on a less frequent basis 
(only up to 6 times per day). 


Presenters[edit] 


The presenters were: 


e David Bamford 

e Oliver Conway 

e Frederick Dove 

e Jackie Leonard 

e Andrew Peach 

e Valerie Sanderson 


e Maddy Savage 
e Doreen Walton 


See also[edit] 


EIGSBBC portal 


e BBC World Service, the home of World Briefing 


e BBC News 


e BBC World News, The BBC's International Television Station 
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e World Briefing at BBC Programmes # 
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The World Today 


Genre 


Running time 


News, current events, and factual 


Daily 0300-0830 (GMT)(from Spring 


2011) 
Country of United Kingdom 
origin 
Language(s) English 


Home station 


BBC World Service 


Recording Bush House (1999-June 2012) 
studio Broadcasting House (June/July 2012) 
Original 1999 - 20 July 2012 

release 

Website https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/ 


p002vsn9 


The World Today was BBC World Service's high profile, Sony Radio Academy Award- 
winning, early morning news and current affairs programme, which as of 27 March 
2011 was broadcast from 3:00 to 8:30 (GMT) daily. It consisted of news bulletins on the 
hour and half hour, serious international interviews and in-depth reports of world news. 
The World Service considered it to be one of their most important strands, as shown in 
2011 when it was kept as one of four key outlets. It was announced on 27 June 2012 
that both The World Today and Network Africa were to be axed, and from 23 July 2012 a 
new programme entitled Newsday would take their slot. 


History[edit] 


The World Today was launched on the BBC's World Service in 1999 as part of a shake- 
up of the news programming. In June 2012 the programme moved to Broadcasting 
House in central London. 


Presenters[edit] 


Due to the nature of The World Today many BBC personalities appeared on the 
programme. Core presenters included: 


e Ed Butler 

e Fergus Nicoll 

e Max Pearson 

e George Arney 
e Julian Keane 

e Komla Dumor 
e Tom Hagler 

e Roger Hearing 
e Pascale Harter 
e Jackie Leonard 
e Lawrence Pollard 
e Mark Whitaker 
e Sunita Nahar 


See also[edit] 

BBABBC portal 

e BBC World Service, the home of The World Today 

e BBC News 

e BBC World News, The BBC's International Television Station 
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BBC News (TV channel) 
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"BBC News 24" redirects here. For the BBC department of the same name, see BBC 
News. For other uses, see BBC News (disambiguation). 


BBC News 


Launched 9 November 1997; 22 years ago (as 
BBC News 24) 
21 April 2008; 11 years ago (as BBC 


News) 


Network BBC News (operational division); 


BBC Television 


Owned by BBC 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 
(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share 1.52% (September 2019, BARB) 


Slogan Britain's most watched news channel 
Whenever you need to know 
Live the story 
“The world's newsroom" 


Breaking news, developing stories 


Country United Kingdom 


Language 


Broadcast area 


Headquarters 


Formerly called 


Sister 


channel(s) 


Website 


Freeview 


Freesat 


Sky 


English 


United Kingdom 


Ireland 


BBC Television Centre (1997-2013) 


Broadcasting House (2013-present) 


BBC News 24 (1997-2008) 


BBC One 

BBC Two 

BBC Four 

BBC Parliament 
CBBC 

CBeebies 


bbc.co.uk/news 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Channel 107 (HD) 
Channel 231 (SD) 


Satellite 


Channel 200 (SD/HD) 
Channel 212 (SD) 


Channel 503 (SD/HD) 
Channel 877 (SD) 


Astra 
2E (28.2°E) 


Astra 
2G (28.2°E) 


Virgin Media 


Virgin 


Media (Ireland) 


Naxoo (Switzerla 


nd) 


WightFibre 


SwisscomTV 


(Switzerland) 


meo 


(Portugal) 


BBC iPlayer 


BBC News 


Online 


TvPlayer 


FilmOn 


10818 V 22000 5/6 


11023 H 23000 3/4 (HD) 


Cable 


Channel 601 (HD) 


Channel 201 


Channel 216 


Channel 25 


IPTV 


Channel arbitrary 


Channel 204 


Streaming media 


Watch live (UK only) 


Watch live (UK only) 


Watch live (UK only) 


Watch live (Worldwide access is 


available) 


BBC News (also known as the BBC News Channel) is a British free-to-air television 
news channel. It was launched as BBC News 24 on 9 November 1997 at 5:30 pm as 
part of the BBC's foray into digital domestic television channels, becoming the first 
competitor to Sky News, which had been running since 1989." For a time, looped news, 
sport and weather bulletins were available to view via BBC Red Button. 


On 22 February 2006, the channel was named News Channel of the Year at the Royal 
Television Society Television Journalism Awards for the first time in its history. The 
judges remarked that this was the year that the channel had "really come into its 
own., "B! 


From May 2007, viewers in the UK could watch the channel via the BBC News website. 
In April 2008, the channel was renamed BBC News as part of a £550,000 rebranding of 
the BBC's news output, complete with a new studio and presentation. Its sister service, 
BBC World was also renamed BBC World News while the national news bulletins 
became BBC News at One, BBC News at Six and BBC News at Ten. Across the day the 
channel averages about twice the audience of Sky News. 


The channel is based at and broadcasts from Broadcasting House in the West End of 
London. In 2017, it was named the RTS News Channel of the Year 


History[edit] 


BBC News 24 was originally available to digital terrestrial, satellite and cable television 
subscribers. To this day, it and BBC Parliament remain the only BBC "digital" channels 
which are made available to analogue cable subscribers. This coverage was improved in 
1998 with the advent of digital television in the United Kingdom 

allowing satellite and digital terrestrial television viewers to also view the service. 
Initially it was difficult to obtain a digital satellite or terrestrial receiver without a 
subscription to Sky or ONdigital respectively, but now the channel forms an important 
part of the Freeview and Freesat channel packages. 


The BBC had run the international news channel BBC World for two and a half years 
prior to the launch of BBC News 24 on 9 November 1997. Sky News had had a free hand 
with domestic news for over eight years (since 5 February 1989) and being owned 

by News Corporation their papers were used to criticise the BBC for extending its news 
output.“ 


Sky News objected to the breaking of its monopoly, complaining about the costs 
associated with running a channel that only a minority could view from the licence fee. 
Sky News claimed that a number of British cable operators had been incentivised to 
carry News 24 (which, as a licence-fee funded channel was made available to such 
operators for free) in preference to the commercial Sky News. However, in September 
1999 the European Commission ruled against a complaint made by Sky News that the 
publicly funded channel was unfair and illegal under EU law. The Commission ruled that 
the licence fee should be considered state aid but that such aid was justified due to the 
public service remit of the BBC and that it did not exceed actual costs. 


The channel's journalistic output has been overseen by Controller of the channel, Kevin 
Bakhurst, since 16 December 2005. This was a return to having a dedicated Controller 
for the channel in the same way as the rest of the BBC's domestic television channels. 


At launch, Tim Orchard was Controller of News 24 from 1997 until 2000. Editorial 
decisions were then overseen by Rachel Atwell in her capacity as Deputy Head of 
television news. Her deputy Mark Popescu became responsible for editorial content in 
2004, a role he continued in until the appointment of Bakhurst as Controller in 2005. 


A further announcement by Head of television news Peter Horrocks came at the same 
time as Bakhurst's appointment in which he outlined his plan to provide more funding 
and resources for the channel and shift the corporation's emphasis regarding news 
away from the traditional BBC One bulletins and across to the rolling news channel. The 
introduction of simulcasts of the main bulletins on the channel was to allow the news 
bulletins to pool resources rather than work against each other at key times in the face 
of competition particularly from Sky News. 


The BBC Governors’ annual report for 2005/2006 reported that average audience 
figures for fifteen-minute periods had reached 8.6% in multichannel homes, up from 
7.8% in 2004/2005. The 2004 report claimed that the channel outperformed Sky News 
in both weekly and monthly reach in multichannel homes for the January 2004 period, 
and for the first time in two years moved ahead of Sky News in being perceived as the 
channel best for news. 


2008 rebranding[edit] 


On 21 April 2008, BBC News 24 was renamed BBC News on the channel itself - but is 
referred to as the BBC News Channel on other BBC services." This is part of the 
creative futures plan, launched in 2006, to bring all BBC News output under the single 
brand name.2U 


The BBC News Channel moved from the Studio N8 set, which became home to BBC 
World News, to what was the home of the national news in Studio N6, allowing the 
channel to share its set with the BBC News at One and the BBC News at Ten - with other 
bulletins moving to Studio TC7.22 


Move to Broadcasting House[edit] 


The channel relocated, along with the remaining BBC News services at Television 
Centre, to the newly refurbished Broadcasting House on 18 March 2013 at 13:00 GMT. 
Presentation and on-screen graphics were refreshed, with new full HD studios and a live 
newsroom backdrop. Moving cameras in the newsroom form part of the top of the hour 
title sequence and are used at the start of weather bulletins.“ 


BBC News HD[edit] 


BBC News HD logo. 


On 16 July 2013, the BBC announced that a high-definition (HD) simulcast of BBC News 
would be launched by early 2014.125 The channel broadcasts on the BBC's new HD 
multiplex on Freeview. HD output from BBC News has been simulcast on BBC One HD 
and BBC Two HD since the move to Broadcasting House in March 2013. The channel 


launched on 10 December 2013 (at an early date) and rolled-out nationwide up to June 
2014 (as did BBC Four HD and CBeebies HD).28 


Programming[edit] 


This section needs additional citations 
for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 
citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 


challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "BBC News" TV 

channel - news = newspapers " books = scholar " JSTOR (September 
2015) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


NewsS[edit] 


Sophie Raworth presenting the first BBC News at One at Broadcasting House, 18 March 2013, 
13:00 pm. 


Each hour consists of headlines on each quarter-hour, extended at the top of the hour to 
form the main part of the daily schedule though these are interspaced with other 
programmes, generally at weekends. This will be often be displaced by rolling news 
coverage including reports and live interviews. This channel also provides half-hourly 
weather summaries by forecasters from the BBC Weather centre and the sports news 
from the BBC Sport centre at MediaCityUK. At 21:25 a global weather forecast is 
broadcast and 21:55 Weather for the Week Ahead is broadcast. 


Breaking news[edit] 


The BBC maintains guidelines for procedures to be taken for breaking news.“4 With 
domestic news, the correspondent first recorded a "generic minute" Summary (for use 
by all stations and channels) and then priority was to report on BBC Radio 5 Live, then 
on the BBC News channel and any other programmes that are on air. Since 5 Live's 
move to Manchester, this has been reversed. For foreign news, first a "generic minute" 
is recorded, then reports are to World Service radio, then the reporter talks to any other 
programmes that are on air. 


A key claim made by Lord Lambert in his report had been that the channel was slower 
to react to breaking news compared with its main rival Sky News.” To counteract this, a 
new feature introduced with the 2003 relaunch was a 'breaking news sting’: a globe 
shown briefly onscreen to direct a viewer's attention to the breaking news. 


The graphics relaunch in January 2007 has since seen the globe sting replaced by a red 
strapline to highlight the breaking story immediately. 


To complement this, a permanent live news ticker had earlier been introduced in 2006: 
this had previously been in use only sporadically. News statements are shown as 


continuously scrolling upper-case text located at the bottom of the screen; some past 
ambiguities noted have included spelling the plural of MPs as "MPS", together with other 
occasional spelling and grammatical errors. The design of this ticker was slightly altered 
with the 2007 graphics redesign and from June turned red to indicate breaking news, 

as Newswatch reported viewers’ confusion. The ticker is removed during trails and 
weather forecasts. 


Overnight and BBC World News simulcasts[edit] 


The BBC began simulcasting the channel overnight on terrestrial channel BBC One with 
the launch of the channel, ending the tradition of a closedown but at the same time 
effectively making the service available to many more viewers. In the early 2000s, BBC 
Two also started simulcasting the channel, although the weekend morning 

show Weekend 24 had been simulcast on the channel in the early days. During major 
breaking news events, the BBC News Channel has been broadcast on BBC One; 
examples of special broadcasts include the 11 September 2001 attacks, 7 July 2005 


London bombings, the capture of Saddam Hussein, and the death of Osama bin Laden. 
19)[20 


Coverage of major events has also been simulcast on BBC World News. Currently, 
overnight viewers receive 25-minute editions of BBC News every hour, and on weekdays 
00:00-02:00 receive Newsday, live from Singapore and from London which also includes 
Asia Business Report and Sport Today between 00:30 and 01:00 and also between 
01:30 and 02:00 From 02:00-05:00 (00:00-06:00 on weekends) receive BBC World 
News. The Briefing airs between 05:00-06:00 on weekdays. 


BBC One and BBC Two daytime simulcasts[edit] 


BBC Breakfast has been simulcast since launch (in 2000) on BBC One and BBC News, 
replacing the individual breakfast shows that had run on both channels. Since May 
2006, the simulcast runs from 06:00 until 08:30. Breakfast on BBC One then continues 
from MediaCityUK until 09:15 with entertainment and features, whilst BBC News goes 
to BBC Business Live until 09:00 and reverts to its traditional format from 09:00. 


The BBC News at Ten began simulcasting on the channel on 30 January 2006 as part of 
the Ten O'Clock Newshour, followed by extended sport and business news updates. The 
bulletin was joined in being simulcast on 10 April 2006 when the BBC News at 

One (with British Sign Language in-vision signing) and BBC News at Six bulletins were 
added to the schedule following a similar format to the News at Ten in terms of content 
on the channel once each simulcast ends. 


During the summer, the hour-long programme News 24 Sunday was broadcast both on 
BBC One and the BBC News Channel at 09:00, to replace The Andrew Marr Show, which 
is off air. It was presented by a news presenter, and came from the main News channel 
studio. The programme was made up mostly of interviews focusing on current affairs, 
and included a full paper review, a weather summary, and a news update at 09:00, 
09:30 and 10:00. Sunday Morning Live and alternative programming now fill this slot. 


[when?] 


From 2013, a new programme was created for BBC Two for 11 am - 12 pm weekdays, 
consisting of 30 minutes domestic and 30 minutes of BBC World News. On Wednesdays, 
when parliament is sitting the latter is replaced by the Daily Politics for coverage 

of Prime Ministers Questions. In March 2016 the channel started showing Newsnight at 
23:15. 


Exclusive programmes[edit] 


e The Briefing - Sally Bundock with news, business, and sports from BBC News.2u# 

o Business Briefing - Sally Bundock with the latest business, economic and 
financial news, market updates and interviews with the key news-makers in the 
business world. 

e Beyond 100 Days - The latest news from both sides of the Atlantic, presented 
by Katty Kay from Washington and Christian Fraser from London (Monday to 
Thursday) 22! 

e BBC World News - The latest international news as they break from the BBC. 

e BBC News - The latest national and international news as they break from the BBC. 

e Newsday - Live international news from London and Singapore every weekday. 
Presented by Babita Sharma, Kasia Madera, Rico Hizon and Sharanjit Leyl. 

e Asia Business Report - Live from Singapore, the essential business news as it breaks 
and a look ahead to the news that will shape the business day. This is presented by 
whoever has covered the Newsday shift. 

e Sportsday/Sport Today - All the latest sports news and results from around the 
globe. 

e World Business Report - The latest business news with informed analysis from the 
world's financial centres. 

e Business Live - Sally Bundock and Ben Thompson or Tanya Beckett with the latest 
business news as it breaks and a look ahead to the news that will shape the 
business day. With the latest news from end of trading in Asia, latest from Europe, 
Middle East and Americas. 

e The Papers - Clive Myrie, Maxine Mawhinney, Nicholas Owen and Martine 
Croxall present lively and informed conversation about the next day's or today's 
headlines. Broadcast at 05:45, 09:30 (weekends), 22:30 & 23:30. 

e Victoria Derbyshire - With original stories, exclusive interviews, audience debate 
and breaking news, Victoria Derbyshire and Joanna Gosling present the BBC's new 
daily news and current affairs programme. 

e BBC News at Nine - Live from Broadcasting House in London, an in-depth look at the 
morning news and briefing on the day's events. Including The Briefing. 

e BBC News at Five - Live from Broadcasting House in London, an in-depth look back 
at the day's national and international news, sport and weather with Huw 
Edwards and Jane Hill. 

e Outside Source - (Monday-Thursday) Ros Atkins hosts live reports from the BBC 
Newsroom in London linking up with the BBC's global network of correspondents. 
(Occasionally simulcast at 18:00 weekdays during major stories) 

e World News Today - A daily news programme for audiences who want more depth to 
their daily coverage. With a focus on the UK, Europe, Middle East and Africa, Karin 
Giannone, Kasia Madera, Alpa Patel and Philippa Thomas bring context and 
understanding to the most complex of events. (broadcast also on BBC Four). 
(Occasionally simulcast at 19:00 weekdays during major stories) 

e BBC Newsroom Live - Stay up to date on the day's top stories, with the latest 
breaking news as it happens. 

e Prime Minister's Questions - Live coverage of PMQ's from the House of Commons 
without comment or interruption. 

e Afternoon Live - Simon McCoy and the team with all the day's top stories, weather, 
business and sport and breaking news as it happens. Including news from the BBC's 


nations and regions, as well as the BBC's global network of correspondents. Rachel 
Horn/Ben Bland business22! 


Pre-recorded programmes include: 


e Newsnight - In-depth investigation and analysis of the stories behind the day's 
headlines with Evan Davis, Kirsty Wark and Emily Maitis. 

e BBC World News America - Comprehensive news and analysis with Katty Kay. 
Broadcast from the BBC's Washington D.C. Studio (Sometimes shown live when 
broadcasting significant events) 

e Click- A guide to gadgets, websites, games and computer industry news. 

e Dateline London - Foreign correspondents based in London give their views on the 
week's international news. 

e HARDtalk - Stephen Sackur talks to newsmakers and personalities from across the 
globe. 

e Our World - Features the BBC's news programmes on current issues around the 
world. The documentaries are intended to showcase BBC journalism at its best. 

e Reporters - A weekly showcase of reports from the BBC's global network of 
correspondents. 

e Politics Europe - An in-depth look at the politics of Europe presented by Andrew Neil 
and Jo Coburn (only shown in Europe; also shown on BBC Parliament in the UK). 

e The World Debate - The panels and contributing audiences discuss topical themes 
put to representatives from global politics, finance, business, the arts, media and 
other areas. 

e Panorama - Current affairs programme, featuring interviews and investigative 
reports on a wide variety of subjects. 

e The Editors - a monthly programme looking at what's happening in each editor's 
area. 

e The Travel Show 

e Inside Out England - A selection of stories from the regional programmes across 
England, presented by Elaine Dunkley. 

e Witness - A monthly round up of BBC World's stories of global events told by the 
people who were there. 

e Victoria Derbyshire Interviews - Uncut versions of the original stories, exclusive 
interviews with Victoria Derbyshire and Joanna Gosling. 


Previous BBC News programming includes Head 2 Head, Your News, E24, The Record 
Europe, STORYFix and News 24 Tonight, a weekday evening programme which ran from 
2005 to 2008, providing a round up of the day's news. 


2015 schedule changes[edit] 


As part of budget cuts, major changes to the channel were announced in late 2014/early 
2015. This included axing some bulletins and replacing them with Victoria 

Derbyshire and BBC Business Live with Sally Bundock and Ben Thompson in the 
morning. Outside Source with Ros Atkins - an "interactive" show already broadcast on 
BBC World News - aired Mondays-Thursday at (During major stories 18:00) and 21:00 
and a new edition of World News Today Friday-Sunday at 21:00 (During major stories 
19:00/20:00 Monday-Friday) adding to the 19:00 edition on BBC Four. HARDtalk was 
moved to 20:30 in May. The 00:00 edition was replaced on Sundays-Thursday 

with Newsday and on Friday-Saturday a standard edition of BBC World News. 


BBC World News shared programming[edit] 


Between 00:00-06:00 (weekdays) UK time, the channel simulcasts with its sister 
channel, BBC World News, for the first 25 minutes of each hour with world news shown 
all through the simulcasts. 


On 1 October 2007, BBC World News started broadcasting BBC World News 
America and World News Today at 00:00 and 03:00 GMT respectively. World News 
Today was simulcast on the BBC News channel at 03:00 GMT. BBC World News 
America used to be aired as a reduced length, time-delayed version at 00:30 GMT, 
with ABC World News Tonight with David Muir also being shown at 01:30 every 
Tuesday-Friday. 


From 13 June 2011, the weekday editions of BBC News at 01:00, 02:00, 03:00 and 04:00 
were replaced with Newsday. The programme acts as a morning news bulletin for 

the Asia-Pacific region and is broadcast as a double-headed news bulletin with Rico 
Hizon in Singapore and Babita Sharma in London. Asia Business Report and Sport 
Today are aired at the back of the first three hours of Newsday. But Newsday changed 
to 23:00-02:00 on BBC News a year later meaning Mike Embley presents Tuesday- 
Friday BBC World News 23:00-02:00 with Kasia Madera on Saturdays and Daniela 
Ritorto 00:00-06:00 Sunday, 02:00-05:00 Friday/Monday. 


BBC World News and World Business Report air at 05:00. This was previously known 
as The World Today, However, since November 2017 this has been rebranded as The 
Briefing and Business Briefing on both channels and in lieu of commercials seen on the 
international broadcasts, the presenters give a brief update on UK news for domestic 
audiences. “tation needed] 


In June 2015, BBC News began simulcasting Outside Source with Ros Atkins on 
Mondays-Thursday at (During major stories 18:00) / at 21:00 and a new edition of World 
News Today Friday-Sunday at (during major stories Monday-Friday 19:00) 21:00. Since 
January 2017, they began simulcasting Beyond 100 Days (previously '100 Days and 100 
Days +) Monday to Thursday at 19:00, presented from London and Washington. During 
August, Beyond 100 Days is replaced by another edition of World News Today. 


Traditionally, during simulcasts in December, care has been taken to conceal the 
newsroom Christmas tree for international audiences. From 2015, the 21:00 bulletin has 
always been an edition of World News Today, replacing Outside Source with Ros Atkins. 


Sports[edit] 


Since 5 March 2012, sports bulletins come from the BBC Sport 
Centre in MediaCityUK in Salford Quays, where the sports network BBC Radio 5 Live is 
also based. 


Headlines are usually provided at 15 minutes past the hour with a full bulletin after the 
bottom-of-the-hour headlines. There are also extended sports bulletins per day, 
entitled Sportsday or Sport Today (when simulcasting with BBC World News) broadcast 
at 00:45, 01:45, 02:45, 03:45, 13:30, 18:30, 19:30 (weekends only), 22:30 (weekdays 
only). Each bulletin is read by a single sports presenter, with the exception of 
Saturday Sportsday, which is double headed. 


The channel's sports bulletins (internally known as Sport 24) have always had a 
separate, dedicated production gallery, which is also responsible for the graphics. 


Bulletins during BBC Breakfast are presented by Sally Nugent or Mike Bushell, with the 
latter also appearing on other sports bulletins on the channel. As of March 2012 the 


main sports presenters on the channel are Olly Foster, Katie Gornall, Katherine 
Downes, Damian Johnson, Andrew Lindsay and Jenny Culshaw. 


Until March 2012 bulletins came from the News Channel studio at the quarter to the 
hour. Presenters for bulletins on the channel have included: Reshmin 

Choudhury, Amanda Davies, Sean Fletcher, Olly Foster, Matt Gooderick, Lizzie 
Greenwood-Hughes, Celina Hinchcliffe, Rachael Hodges, Damian Johnson, Adnan 
Nawaz and Olympic gold medallist turned journalist Matthew Pinsent. 


Business[edit] 


Before BBC News moved to Broadcasting House, an hourly business update was 
included during the weekday schedule from the BBC Business Unit. There were two 
shifts, from 08:30-14:00 and 14:00-23:00, presented by Penny Haslam, Maryam 
Moshiri, Ben Thompson, Adam Parsons, Susannah Streeter, Joe Lynam, Sara Coburn or 
Sally Eden. News Channel updates were usually broadcast at 40 minutes past the hour 
between 08:00 and 23:00. The 21:40 round-up was often earlier and the 22:40 bulletin 
is an extended round-up of the day's business news. Until May 2009, the business 
updates on the BBC News Channel were broadcast from one of the London Stock 
Exchange's studios in central London. From then until March 2013 the bulletins were 
provided from the channel's studio at BBC Television Centre. The business updates were 
axed in March 2013 as part of the BBC's Delivering Quality First plan. But after 
complaints returned in November 2013.24 


Stock market updates now only appear during the quarter-to-the-hour headlines. Rachel 
Horne is the main presenter from 13:30-18:00 with Vishala Sri-Pathma, Alice Baxter, 
Jamie Robertson, Aaron Heslehurst and Sally Bundock. There is normally an extended 
bulletin at 16:45 when the main business stories of the day are discussed on Afternoon 
Live. Bundock and Thompson present Business Live on weekdays at 08:30. Declan Curry 
presented Your Money, a weekly round-up on a Saturday morning. 


Rico Hizon or Sharanjit Leyl regularly present the main business stories during the early 
hours of the morning from Singapore during the BBC's Asia Business Report, which is 
simulcast from BBC World News. Alice Baxter and Sally Bundock present World Business 
Report. 


News presenters[edit] 
Further information: List of BBC newsreaders and reporters 


e Sally Bundock The Briefing, Business Briefing, World Business Report, Business 
Live, BBC World News, The Papers 

e David Eades The Briefing, Business Briefing, World Business Report, Business 
Live, BBC World News, The Papers 

e Ben Thompson World Business Report, Business Live, BBC News 

e Aaron Heslehurst World Business Report, Business Live, The Papers 

e Simon McCoy BBC News at One, BBC News, Afternoon Live 

e Sophie Long BBC News 

e Ben Brown BBC News, BBC Weekend News, World News Today 

e jane Hill BBC News, BBC News at One, BBC News at Six, BBC News at Ten, The Film 
Review 

e Huw Edwards BBC News at Five, BBC News at Ten, BBC News Special, Election Night 

e Ros Atkins Outside Source 


Katty Kay World News America & Newsday (the latter is when broadcasting from US 
during significant events), Beyond 100 Days 

Christian Fraser BBC World News, World News Today, BBC News, Beyond 100 
Days, The Papers 

Joanna Gosling Newsroom Live, Victoria Derbyshire with Joanna Gosling, BBC News 
Annita McVeigh Newsroom Live, Victoria Derbyshire (Newsreader), BBC News, BBC 
World News 

Julian Worricker BBC News, Victoria Derbyshire with Julian Worricker 

Emily Maitlis BBC News at One, BBC News at Six, BBC News at Ten, BBC 

News, Newsnight, Election Night 

Clive Myrie BBC News at One, BBC News at Six, BBC News at Ten, BBC News, The 
Papers & World News Today, Beyond 100 Days 

Babita Sharma Newsday, BBC World News & World News Today 

Kasia Madera Newsday, BBC World News, BBC News & World News Today 

Rico Hizon Newsday & Asia Business Report 

Sharanjit Leyl Newsday, BBC World News, World News Today & Asia Business Report 
Mike Embley BBC World News 

Maxine Mawhinney BBC News, BBC Weekend News, BBC World News, Victoria 
Derbyshire 

Naga Munchetty BBC World News, Breakfast, Victoria Derbyshire, The Papers 
Nicholas Owen BBC News, BBC Weekend News, The Papers 

Martine Croxall BBC News, The Papers, World News Today 

Victoria Derbyshire Victoria Derbyshire 

Fiona Bruce BBC News at Six, BBC News at Ten, BBC News 

George Alagiah BBC News at Six, BBC News at Ten 

Sophie Raworth BBC News at One, BBC News at Six, BBC News at Ten, BBC News 
Kate Silverton BBC News at One, BBC News at Six, BBC News at Ten, BBC News, BBC 
Weekend News, BBC World News 

Reeta Chakrabarti BBC News at One, BBC News at Six, BBC News at Ten, BBC 
News, BBC Weekend News, Newsroom Live, Victoria Derbyshire (Newsreader) 
Mishal Husain BBC News at Six, BBC News at Ten, BBC News, BBC Weekend 

News, BBC World News, Election Night 

Nuala McGovern Outside Source, World News Today 

Alice Baxter BBC World News, World Business Report, Business Live World News 
Today, BBC Business, The Papers, Afternoon Live 

Alpa Patel BBC World News, World News Today, Newsday 


Relieff[edit] 


Chris Rogers BBC News, The Papers, Newsday, BBC World News, World News 
Today, Our World, Inside Out England 

Philippa Thomas World News Today, Outside Source, Reporters 

Tim Wilcox BBC News, BBC World News & World News Today 

Shaun Ley BBC News, BBC Weekend News, The Papers 

Gavin Grey BBC News, BBC World News, The Papers, Newsday, World News Today 
Carole Walker BBC News, BBC Weekend News 

Ben Bland BBC World News, BBC News, World News Today, Newsday, The 

Papers, BBC Business 

Karin Giannone World News Today, Newsday, BBC World News 


e Maryam Moshiri BBC Business Live, World News Today, BBC News, BBC World 
News & World News Today 

e Tanya Beckett Business Live, World News Today 

e james Menendez BBC World News, The Papers, World News Today 

e Geeta Guru-Murthy BBC World News, World News Today 

e Lebo Diseko BBC World News, World News Today, Newsday 

e Reged Ahmad BBC World News, World News Today 

e Lukwesa Burak BBC News, BBC News at Five, BBC World News, Inside Out, World 
News Today 

e Samantha Simmonds World News Today 

e Carrie Gracie BBC News, Afternoon Live, BBC World News, World News 
Today, HARDtalk?5) 


Sally Bundock, Alice Baxter and Ben Thompson present Business Live and World 
Business Report. Ros Atkins presents 'Outside Source’. Philippa Thomas, Alpa Patel, 
Karin Giannone or Kasia Madera present World News Today on Weekdays on BBC 
Four and weekends on the channel. Rico Hizon and Sharanjit Leyl (Reporting from 
Singapore), Babita Sharma and Madera are the main overnight presenters on the 
channel, appearing on Newsday and generic BBC News bulletins. These programmes 
are simulcast with BBC World News and either BBC One or BBC Two. Madera, Ben 
Bland and Mike Embley regularly present 02:00-05:00 weekdays and 01:00-06:00 
weekends. Bundock or David Eades present The Briefing and Business Briefing on 
weekday mornings on the channel and BBC One. 


The simulcasting of the main national news bulletins has led to the presenters of those 
bulletins appearing on the channel and offer relief on the news channel including Huw 
Edwards, Victoria Derbyshire, Fiona Bruce, George Alagiah, Sophie Raworth, Kate 
Silverton and Mishal Husain. The main Breakfast presenters have also appeared on the 
channel since it was first launched as a simulcast programme in 2000, with the current 
presenters being Dan Walker, Louise Minchin, Charlie Stayt and Naga Munchetty. 


Thomas presents the BBC World News programme Reporters on the channel, 

while Gavin Esler presents Dateline London. Stephen Sackur appears on HARDtalk, 
which is aired weeknights and at weekends, while Zeinab Badawi, Carrie Gracie 

and Sarah Montague provide cover for him. Spencer Kelly presents the technology news 
programme Click. Newsnight host Evan Davis presents The Bottom Line. Lee_ 

McKenzie presents /nside F1 on Grand Prix weekend's. Tanya Beckett presents Talking 
Business and Witness. Ade Adepitan, Rajan Datar, Christa Larwood, Henry Golding and 
Carmen Robert present The Travel Show 


During a major news event one or more of the main news presenters may be sent to 
present live for the channel from the scene of the story, where they will conduct 
interviews with the people involved, question correspondents, introduce related reports 
and also give general information on the story, much as a reporter sent to cover a story 
would. The presenters often have expertise in the story they are sent to cover, for 
example channel presenters and former reporters Ben Brown and Clive Myrie were 
dispatched to Cairo and Tripoli during the Middle East uprisings. 


Presentation[edit] 
Graphics[edit] 


BBC News theme 


= 
mm 


The BBC News title 
music by David Lowe 


Problems playing this file? 
See media help. 


The channel was criticised at launch for its style of presentation, with accusations of it 
being less authoritative than the BBC One news bulletins, with presenters appearing on- 
screen without jackets. Jenny Abramsky had originally planned to have a television 
version of the informal news radio channel BBC Radio 5 Live, or a TV version of Radio 4 
News FM both of which she had run. The bright design of the set was also blamed for 
this - one insider reportedly described it as a "car crash in a shower" - and was subject 
to the network relaunch on 25 October 1999. The channel swapped studios with sister 
channel BBC World, moving to studio N8 within the newsroom, where it remained until 
2008. New music and title sequences accompanied this set change, following the look of 
newly relaunched BBC One bulletins. 


Graphics and titles were developed by the Lambie-Nairn design agency and were 
gradually rolled out across the whole of BBC News, including a similar design for 
regional news starting with Newsroom South East and the three 'BBC Nations' 

- Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The similarity of main BBC News output was 
intended to increase the credibility of the channel as well as aiding cross-channel 
promotion. 2 


A graphics relaunch in January 2007 saw the channel updated, with redesigned headline 
straplines, a redesigned ‘digital on-screen graphic’ and repositioned clock. The clock 
was originally placed to the left hand side of the channel name though following 
complaints that this could only be viewed in widescreen, it was moved to the right in 
February 2007.24 Bulletins on BBC World News and BBC One also introduced similar 
graphics and title sequences on the same day. 


In 2008, the graphics were again relaunched, using the style introduced in 2007 anda 
new colour scheme. The typeface of the on-screen text was changed from Helvetica to 
Gill Sans. 


In 2013 the graphics were changed again, to coincide with the move to New 
Broadcasting House. The typeface was changed back to Helvetica. 


These were updated again in July 2019 when the BBC redesigned its on-air look with the 
growth of Television viewing on Smartphones and Tablets. These included again 
redesigned, larger headline straplines sharply contrasting with the background (drawing 
criticism for obscuring content) using the BBC Reith typeface with larger text. Despite 
this, the 2008 titles and music continue to be used for the updated Local titles. 2% 


The Lambert Report[edit] 


The Lambert Report into the channel's performance in 2002 called upon News 24 to 
develop a better brand of its own, to allow viewers to differentiate between itself and 
similar channels such as Sky News. As a direct result of this, a brand new style across 
all presentation for the channel launched on 8 December 2003 at 09:00. Philip 

Hayton and Anna Jones were the first two presenters on the set, the relaunch of which 
had been put back a week due to previous power disruptions at Television Centre where 
the channel was based. The new designs also featured a dynamic set of titles for the 
channel; the globe would begin spinning from where the main story was taking place, 
while the headline scrolled around in a ribbon; this was occasionally replaced by the 
BBC News logo. The titles concluded with a red globe surrounded by a red stylised 
clamshell and BBC News ribbons forming above the BBC News logo. 


Bulletins on BBC One moved into a new set in January 2003 although retained the 
previous ivory Lambie-Nairn titles until February 2004. News 24 updated the title 
colours slightly to match those of BBC One bulletins in time for the 50th anniversary of 
BBC television news on 5 July 2004.2% 


Countdown sequencefedit] 


The countdown since 2005 has shown the elements of journalism and production involved in 
bringing news stories to air (2013 version shown). 


An important part of the channel's presentation since launch has been the top of the 
hour countdown sequence, since there is no presentation system with continuity 
announcers so the countdown provides a link to the beginning of the next hour. A 
similar musical device is used on BBC Radio 5 Live, and mirrors the pips on BBC Radio 4. 


Previous styles have included a series of fictional flags set to music between 1997 and 
1999 before the major relaunch, incorporating the new contemporary music composed 
by David Lowe, and graphics developed by Lambie-Nairn. Various images, originally 
ivory numbers fully animated against a deep red background, were designed to fit the 
pace of the channel, and the music soon gained notoriety, and was often satirised and 
parodied in popular culture, perhaps most famously by comic Bill Bailey who likened the 
theme music to an "apocalyptic rave". Images of life around the UK were added in 
replacement later with the same music, together with footage of the newsroom and 
exterior of Television Centre. The 2003 relaunch saw a small change to this style with 
less of a metropolitan feel to the footage. 


A new sequence was introduced on 28 March 2005, designed and created by Red Bee 
Media and directed by Mark Chaudoir. The full version ran for 60 seconds, though only 
around 30 seconds were usually shown on air. The music was revised completely but 
the biggest change came in the footage used - reflecting the methods and nature of 
newsgathering, while a strong emphasis was placed on the BBC logo itself. Satellite 
dishes are shown transmitting and receiving red "data streams". In production of the 


countdown sequence, Clive Norman filmed images around the United Kingdom, Richard 
Jopson in the United States, while BBC News cameramen filmed images from Iraq, 
Beijing (Tiananmen Square), Bund of Shanghai, Africa, as well as areas affected by 

the 2004 Asian tsunami and others. 


The sequence has since seen several remixes to the music and a change in visuals to 
focus more on the well-known journalists, with less footage of camera crews and 
production teams. Changes have also seen the channel logo included during the 
sequences and at the end, as well as the fonts used for the time. The conclusion of the 
countdown was altered in 2008 to feature the new presentation style, rather than a 
data stream moving in towards the camera. Also in 2008, the graphic for the countdown 
changed, resembling BBC One Rhythm and Movement Idents, due to the logo being ina 
red square in inferior-left corner. 


To coincide with the move of BBC News to Broadcasting House, on 18 March 2013 the 
countdown was updated again along with several other presentation elements. Three of 
the most striking features of the new countdown include music performed by the BBC 
Concert Orchestra, a redesign of the "data streams" and the ending of the sequence no 
longer fading to the BBC News globe and logo, but instead stopping with a time-lapse 
shot outside the corporation's headquarters. The countdown was also extended to 87 
seconds, which was fully shown before the first hour from Broadcasting House. 


A full three-minute version of the countdown music was made available on BBC News 
Online and David Lowe's own website after a remix on 16 May 2006.22 


An international version of the countdown was launched on BBC World News on 5 
September 2005 featuring more international content and similar music. Various 
changes have been made to the music and visuals since then, with presentation 
following the style of BBC News. The visuals in the sequence were updated on 10 May 
2010. In June 2011, further imagery was added relating to recent events, including the 
conflict in Libya and views of outside 10 Downing Street. In January 2013, as part of the 
relocation of BBC News to Broadcasting House in Central London, BBC World News 
received a new countdown in the same style as the BBC News Channel's updated 
countdown, with some minor differences. 


See also[edit] 


BOASC portal 


[m] e Book: BBC Channels 
cos (UK) 


e List of television stations in the United Kingdom 
e Sky News 

e ITV News Channel 

e ABC News Channel 
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ITV News is the branding of news programmes on the British television network ITV. 
ITV has a long tradition of television news. Independent Television News (ITN) was 
founded to provide news bulletins for the network in 1955, and has since continued to 
produce all news programmes on ITV. The channel's news coverage has won awards 
from the Royal Television Society, Emmy Awards and BAFTAs. Between 2004 and 2008, 
the /TV Evening News held the title of "RTS News Programme of the Year". The 


flagship /TV News at Ten has won numerous BAFTA awards, and also being named "RTS 
News Programme of the Year" in 2011 and 2015. 


ITV News has the second-largest television news audience in the United Kingdom, 
second only to BBC News (and followed by other broadcasters such as Sky 

News, Channel 4 News and 5 News). However, its £43 million2 annual news budget is 
dwarfed by that of the publicly funded BBC, which spends £89.5 million annually on 
news-gathering, plus a further £23.1 million on its rolling news channel.” 


Initially, all national news programmes on ITV carried ITN's own brand. As the ITV 
network consolidated from the mid 1990s onwards, ITN branding of news programmes 
was eventually dropped in March 1999 following the introduction of the ITV News brand. 
ITN remains the producer of all the national ITV News programmes. 


History[edit] 
September 1955 to July 1967[edit] 


The original ITN logo, as used between 1955 and 1969 


ITN was set up by the Independent Television Authority to provide a new type of news 
service for the upcoming commercial television service Independent Television (ITV). 
Both ITN and ITV were launched on 22 September 1955, and the news service 
immediately broke new ground by introducing in-vision newscasters and reporter 
packages (incidentally, the first roster of regular ITN newscasters and reporters included 
marathon runner Christopher Chataway, Robin Day, and Reginald Bosanquet). The 
unique, probing reporting style of Robin Day caused shock among politicians, finding 
themselves questioned continually for information - this had never been the case with 
the BBC. ITN also boasted the first British female newsreader, Barbara Mandell, in 1956. 
Into the 1960s, reporters such as George Ffitch, Alastair Burnet, Gordon 

Honeycombe, Huw Thomas and Sandy Gall emerged as aspiring newscasters, under the 
leadership of editor Geoffrey Cox. 


The original ITN logo, featuring a large "T" flanked either side by "I" and "N" (all encased 
within an outlined circle), was used from 1955 up to 1970. The original ITN theme tune 
was an excerpt of Non-Stop, a piece of light music composed by John Malcolm, used 
from 1955 up to 1982. As the years went on, full-length ITN news programmes were 
launched with their own theme music and particular branding (first News at Ten, 

then First Report, and finally News at 5.45), meaning that by its end, Non-Stop was only 
in use on generic news bulletins mainly at weekends. 


July 1967 to January 1991 [edit] 


In 1967, ITN editor Geoffrey Cox suggested launching a half-hour news bulletin for ITV, 
every weeknight. ITV executives, however, were sceptical of that idea, because it was 
thought that viewers would not want a full 30 minutes of news every Monday to Friday 
(there had only been one half-hour news programme in Britain previously - 

BBC2's Newsroom, launched in 1964). However, the idea was approved on the condition 
it ran for a 13-week trial, and News at Ten was born on 3 July 1967. ITN's head 
newscasters - Alastair Burnet, Andrew Gardner, and George Ffitch - presented the 

first News at Ten, and the bulletin became so popular with viewers that it was kept in 
the schedules after its initial 13 weeks. The programme's titles used an excerpt of The 
Awakening, a piece of dramatic music composed by Johnny Pearson. The famous chimes 
of the Westminster Clock Tower - affectionately known as the bongs - separated each 
headline as it was read out. The early opening title sequences were simplistic; for the 
first two years, the ITN symbol faded into a wide studio shot showing the two 
newscasters at the desk, with the caption News at 10. Then, in 1970, a new title 
sequence was introduced: a slow pan of the Houses of Parliament was followed by a 
sharp zoom into the face of "Big Ben" showing the time of 22:00. The text "Independent 
Television News" was shown at the start of the sequence, followed by the individual 
words "NEWS", "at" and "TEN", which appeared in time to the title music. The sequence 
was amended a year later to feature the new ITN logo at the beginning. The logo, 
introduced in 1970, was a simple sans-serif outline of the phrase "ITN". The basic 
concept of the logo remains today. 


A still from an early News at Ten opening sequence from c. 1969. 


On 16 October 1972, a twenty-minute lunchtime bulletin was introduced into the ITV 
schedule - First Report, which was hosted by Robert Kee and ran from 12:40 to 13:00. 
This was followed on 6 September 1976 by the introduction of a new evening bulletin, 
the News at 545, which ran from 17:45 to 18:00; Michael Nicholson and Leonard 
Parkin alternated in the newscaster chair. By this time, with three regular ITN bulletins 
throughout the day - and each having their own look and specially composed music - 
the original ITN Non-Stop theme music was only seen on generic summaries and 
weekend bulletins. In 1982, it was finally replaced with a synthesised alternative. 


First Report was moved to 13:00 and retitled News at One in 1976; Leonard Parkin 

and Peter Sissons alternated in the presenter's chair. Michael Nicholson continued as 
main newscaster of the News at 545, with Martyn Lewis replacing Parkin as the relief 
presenter. In 1986, Nicholson left newscasting to return to war reporting and was 
replaced by Alastair Stewart. Leonard Parkin retired in 1987, and Peter Sissons became 
a main newscaster for ITN's Channel 4 News (before moving to the BBC in 1989) - it was 
at this point that the programme revamped. It was moved to 12:30, and appropriately 
became the News at 12:30. Julia Somerville joined ITN from the BBC's Nine O'Clock 
News to host the new programme, with John Suchet and Jon Snow acting as relief 


presenters. In 1988, the programme returned to its original slot and once again became 
the News at One; the presenting line-up remained unchanged. In 1989, Somerville left 
the programme to become a main presenter of News at Ten, leaving Suchet to become 
the main lunchtime newscaster - the programme was revamped once more. In 1991, 
the programme moved back to the 12:30 slot, but retained the studio setting. In 1993, 
graphics were relaunched to bring it in line with other ITN news bulletins. 


News at 545 was replaced by the News at 540 in 1989 (following the introduction of 
the ITV National Weather forecast), and a new presenting team was formed 
comprising Carol Barnes, Nicholas Owen, Trevor McDonald, Fiona Armstrong, and 
Alastair Stewart. The programme lasted until March 1992 when it was renamed and 
relaunched, in line with other ITN bulletins. 


News at Ten continued to rate as the most popular news programme on television. In 
1988, the programme launched specially made opening titles featuring a computer 
generated travel through London, up the River Thames until the camera stops at the 
"Big Ben" clockface. 


ITN's regular newscasting team in the 1980s included Alastair Burnet, Sandy Gall, 
Leonard Parkin, Alastair Stewart, Trevor McDonald, Julia Somerville, Carol Barnes, Fiona 
Armstrong, John Suchet, Nicholas Owen, and a host of well-known reporters and 
correspondents. 


January 1991 to February 2004 [edit] 


In 1991, ITN moved into its new building at Gray's Inn Road, London (previously owned 
by The Sunday Times). From this year, ITN news programmes revamped and moved to 
be presented from the ITV newsroom, foremostly to show the impressive atrium in the 
newly purchased headquarters - with the exception of the lunchtime programme which 
continued with its own studio and music, but took on elements of the new revamp - 
such as the serif font style newly introduced for ITN bulletins. The News at 

12:30 bulletin itself was renamed the Lunchtime News in 1992. The main lunchtime 
newscasters between 1992 and 1995 were Nicholas Owen and Carol Barnes. Dermot 
Murnaghan, Sonia Ruseler and Julia Somerville acted as relief newscasters until 1995, 
when Murnaghan and Somerville became the bulletin's regular newscasters. 


News at 540 was renamed the Early Evening News on 2 March 1992 and presented from 
the ITV newsroom adjacent to the ITN atrium. John Suchet was the main newscaster for 
the Early Evening News, and relief presenters included Carol Barnes, Nicholas Owen and 
Dermot Murnaghan. 


News at Ten underwent a revamp on 9 November 1992 after the departures of 
newscasters Alastair Burnet (in August 1991) and Sandy Gall (in early 1992, though he 
did remain at ITN filing special war reports for News at Ten). A new set was created for 
the programme, featuring television monitors, a large video screen, and a curved desk 
with "News at Ten" inscribed into it. Trevor McDonald became the sole newscaster of 
the programme. John Suchet, Dermot Murnaghan, and Julia Somerville were relief 
presenters for the bulletin. Initially, the new-look News at Ten was presented from the 
same studio as the Early Evening News, adjacent to the ITV newsroom. 


In 1995, all ITN programmes relaunched with a unified look, using blue colours (the 
corporate colour of ITN at the time). A new set was created in the former Early Evening 
News studio, adjacent to the atrium and next to the ITV newsroom. The glass walls were 
coated in semi-transparent blue perspex; the left wall looked onto the lobby of ITN's 
building, whilst the right showed the busy atmosphere of the ITV newsroom. Different 
variations on the theme music distinguished the main bulletins. Design firm Lambie- 


Nairn devised the new look, which saw special arrangements of the famous News at 
Ten music being used for the other bulletins (as composed by Dave Hewson). 


1999 saw the biggest and largest change to news bulletins on ITV. On 8 March 1999, all 
ITN programmes were rebranded under the name /TV News. Under the leadership 

of Granada chairman Charles Allen, the channel also controversially decided to axe the 
flagship News at Ten bulletin.) Replacing the 22:00 bulletin (and in turn the old 

17:40 News at 540) as the flagship ITN programme was the /TV Evening News at 18:30 
(fronted by Trevor McDonald). The /TV Nightly News was also introduced, presented by 
Dermot Murnaghan and airing at 23:00 every weeknight. However, the loss of News at 
Ten was a massive blow to both ITV and ITN. By the start of the year 2000, viewing 
figures for news programmes on ITV had dropped by about a million viewers due to the 
loss of the 22:00 bulletin. The regulating ITC ordered ITV to perform a review of the new 
news time slots and whether or not they were working. There was much opposition 
towards ITV from the viewing public, politicians such as Gerald Kaufman, former ITN 
faces including editor Nigel Ryan and newscaster Alastair Burnet, and some of ITN's 
then-current staff including political editor Michael Brunson. After a lengthy battle with 
the ITC, a half-hearted /TV News at Ten was introduced (hosted by McDonald) in January 
2001, although as part of the agreement, the bulletin was only shown at 22:00 for 3 
days a week to accommodate other programming. The programme returned with a 
massive 8 million viewers, but figures soon fell drastically. Cashing in on the 1999 loss 
of News at Ten, BBC director-general Greg Dyke announced that the Nine O'Clock 
News would be moved to 22:00. Whereas the 2001 /TV News at Ten was at 22:00 for 
only three nights a week, the BBC's Ten O'Clock News was a firm fixture at ten for six 
nights a week. ITV rarely started this incarnation of News at Ten on time; time starts 
ranging from 21:55 to 22:10 led to the programme being disparaged as "News at 
When?" and viewers soon switched to the BBC. Also in 2001, the ITN name was 
removed from the voiceovers at the start of bulletins and reporter name-checks. The 
ITN name and logo is now only seen on the production slide, and is only used in ITV 
bulletins when referring to footage shot by ITN camera teams working for other clients 
(for example: the ITN name is used when both News at Ten and Channel 4 

News broadcast the same piece of footage). 


With the outbreak of warfare in Iraq in 2003, ITV replaced the /TV News at Ten with a 
special 45-minute-long /TV News at Nine every Monday to Friday, hosted by Trevor 
McDonald in Kuwait City and John Suchet in the ITV News studio in London. The News at 
Nine proved to be very popular, reaching 9.1 million viewers on the first night in 
comparison to the 5 to 6 million for the BBC's late evening news. The /7V Evening 

News was extended to 60 minutes, and various ITV news specials ran throughout the 
schedules. A simulcast of the ITV News Channel aired from 00:00 to 05:30 every night 
on ITV1. ITN also managed to persuade big name newscasters to return to the 
organisation to present the special war coverage on ITV: Alastair Stewart, Carol 

Barnes, Angela Rippon, Jon Nicholson and Anne Leuchars were all back presenting news 
bulletins and regular slots on the ITV News Channel. 


February 2004 to January 2008[edit] 


An example of the standing-up presentation discontinued from 2009 - Geraint Vincent presenting 
an edition of the /TV Evening News in late 2008 


Since 2004, ITV plc's 40% stake in ITN has been held as part of (and the company's ITV 
News operations integrated into) the ITV News Group. The ITV News Group also 
comprises the ITV regions in England, Wales, Northern Ireland and the Channel Islands, 
as well as ITV Sport. Its director is Michael Jermey, formerly a programme editor with 
ITN. 


On 2 February 2004, ITV News unveiled a £1 million virtual studio, with a rounded green 
screen (the set was nicknamed the "Theatre of News") for presenters to stand up in 
front of and present graphics to viewers. As part of the revamp, the /7V News at 

Ten was axed due to low ratings and replaced with the News at Ten Thirty, hosted once 
again by McDonald (from Monday-Thursday), and by Mark Austin on Fridays. The new 
programme did not fare any better in the ratings; News at Ten had once gained 
audiences of 10 million or more, though the News at Ten Thirty now struggled to reach 
2 million viewers on any one night (though the flagship /7V Evening News regularly 
attracted audiences of around 6 million). In addition, ITV abandoned its 24-hour news 
channel towards the end of 2005, saying it was not "commercially viable". The ITV News 
Channel was replaced by men's channel ITV4 and the recently relaunched CITV channel 
in March 2006. 


On 16 January 2006, to reflect the launch of the new ITV logo, ITV News revamped with 
a teal-coloured look. The music was remixed to become slightly 'heavier', and new 
opening titles were made based around the famous Big Ben clock face (see right). A 
specially made VR view of the ITN atrium now adorned the "Theatre of News" screen (an 
earlier version had been used for ITV's E/ection 2005 a year previously). In November 
2006, the teal-colours of the name-strap designs and other on-screen graphics - 
including the atrium design - were replaced with blue. The teal-coloured opening titles 
and stings remained unchanged. 


In April 2007 ITN announced that ITV had awarded it a 6-year contract to produce ITV 

News, at a cost of £250 million.“ However, ITN announced that the new budget meant it 
would have to cut staff despite already operating on a smaller budget than its two main 
rivals BBC News and Sky News.‘ 


On 2 December 2007, ITV News and the ITV regional newsrooms switched from the 
traditional 4:3 format to 16:9 widescreen." 


January 2008 to November 2009[edit] 


In 2007, ITV plc's newly appointed chairman Michael Grade was reported as saying that 
the axing of the original News at Ten was "the worst mistake ITV ever made"; not long 
afterwards, plans were made for the famous bulletin to return to ITV. News at 
Tenreturned on 14 January 2008, with a revised version of the original theme tune, 
presented by Trevor McDonald (temporarily, until November of that year, after which 
point Mark Austin took over) and former Sky News presenter Julie Etchingham. The 
studio contained a VR view over night-time London (with an outline of the Big Ben 
clockface superimposed on top), with dark blue and black being the primary colour 
scheme; VR glass 'sheets' also provided News at Ten logos on them. 


In 2007, The Guardian reported that ITV planned to take its news output "back to 
basics" by paring back graphics and having newscasters adopt a more formal style of 
presenting from behind the desk instead of standing up. This was confirmed when, on 
9 February 2009, ITN refreshed ITV News to bring it more in line with the News at 


Ten studio set. All news bulletins began to be presented from behind a desk; a VR view 
over London appeared as the backdrop (different coloured versions were used 
depending on the time of day). Continuing the cohesive look across all programmes, VR 
glass screens also appeared in the studio to provide graphics and live links with 
correspondents and reporters. Almost all of the teal-coloured graphics of 2006 were 
replaced with reworked blue versions to provide some consistency with the rest of the 
ITV News look, but the teal clockface opening animation remained on the ITV News- 
branded bulletins. Jib camera pans across the studio replaced the previous title 
sequence; these shots were pre-recorded 10 to 15 minutes before transmission, 
because it is a difficult shot to achieve and cannot be done if other studio cameras are 
already in place. 


In July 2009, to coincide with the 40th anniversary of the NASA moon landings, ITN 
produced five special 10-minute programmes for ITV titled Mission to the Moon - News 
from 1969. The programmes took the form of news bulletins, reporting on the day's 
events of 1969. John Suchet, a former ITN newscaster, was the presenter of these 
specials; he was aided by a team of correspondents including Andrea Catherwood (who 
had left ITV News in 2006) and Peter Snow, who was an ITN newscaster and 
correspondent between 1962 and 1979. The first Mission to the Moon programme aired 
at 22:35 on ITV on Wednesday 15 July and continued the following Thursday, Friday, 
Sunday and Monday (Friday in Scotland, on STV). 


In August 2009, it was announced that after 16 years co-hosting London Tonight, 
Alastair Stewart was to leave the regional magazine programme to become the main 
co-anchor of the /7V Evening News. Mark Austin concentrates his energies on News at 
Ten but continues to present some editions of the 18:30 bulletin.22 It was also revealed 
that, following his successful stint as presenter of E/ection Night Live: America 

Decides in 2008, Stewart was to present the ITN/ITV coverage of the UK general 
election in 2010. 


The semi-circular "Theatre of News" studio set, in use for five years, was last broadcast 
on Sunday 1 November 2009. 


November 2009 to January 2013[edit] 
ity NEWS, 


ITV News logo from 2010-2013 


On 22 October 2009, it was jointly announced by ITN and ITV that ITV News would be 
rebranded from Monday 2 November. At the heart of the revamp was the removal of the 
famous image of the Big Ben clock tower from the opening sequence of ITV News 
programmes including News at Ten; ITV executives felt, after "months of deliberation", 
that the imagery of the landmark promoted London-centricity to viewers outside the 
capital.24 A clockface remained as part of the studio backdrop and also appeared within 
the opening titles, and the headline bongs were also retained. The November revamp 
included a newly designed rectangular set and graphics featuring a colour scheme of 
black and gold to complement the ITV1 image and branding. A newly composed piece 
music called 'News Centre' was introduced, which incorporated only a few elements of 
‘The Awakening’, the previous ITV News theme.22! The ITV News revamp was developed 
by ITN, ITV and design agency Bruce Dunlop Associates. ITV-plc regional news 
programmes continued to use their studio sets introduced in 2004, but with an updated 
colourscheme and news titles reflecting the ITV News rebrand. 


In December 2009, /TV News at Ten won the award for Best National Television 
Programme from the Plain English Awards. 


In April 2010, it was announced that after 12 years working at ITN, Katie Derham was to 
leave the organisation to front the BBC's coverage of the Proms for BBC Two and BBC 
Radio 3. A spokesman for BBC Radio 3 confirmed the appointment but declined to give 
any further details.) 


January 2013 onwards[edit] 


On 16 November 2012 it was announced ITV News would rebrand in January 2013.24 On 
27 November 2012 it was understood the /7V News at 5:30 would be axed, in favour of 
delivering content for itv.com and creating a new foreign affairs unit.“ The new look 
brought forth another rearrangement of signature tune The Awakening, more direct 
than its predecessors, and a new opening sequence featuring "Big Ben" marking the 
time for its respective news programmes; it also saw the ITN logo removed entirely, the 
production slide instead being the ITV News logo copyright with "An ITN Production © 
ITN year" in small type underneath. 


‘Big Ben' branding[edit] 


The clockface appearing in the News at Ten titles from January 2008 to November 2009. Other 
bulletins used a stylised image 


Trademarks of ITN and ITV News are the inclusion of the Elizabeth Tower at the Houses 
of Parliament in its programme titles, along with the chimes of Big Ben (known popularly 
as the "bongs") between headlines. The "bongs" were originally introduced for News at 
Ten in 1967; the other ITN bulletins used different studio designs, individual graphic 
sets and individual music. In 1992, News at Ten was relaunched following the decision 
to move to a single newscaster - Trevor McDonald won the role - and composer Dave 
Hewson was assigned with the responsibility of musical changes. The famous theme 
tune was re-arranged by Hewson and re-recorded in a slightly higher pitch but the 
timpani and chimes remained. In 1995 ITN adopted a unified look for all ITV bulletins 
except News at Ten, extending the use of the Big Ben clockface and branding to all 
bulletins on the channel; Hewson again composed the music. In March 1999, the "ITV 
News" brand was introduced and, with the loss of News at Ten, the "bongs" were 
extended to all ITN bulletins (despite all but one of them starting on the half-hour). The 
ITN name was dropped from the start of bulletins and, in 2001, from reporter sign-offs. 
"The Awakening" was re-arranged again in February 2004 as part of a major revamp of 
ITV News, and again in January 2006 with a further revamp of ITV News bulletins. 
Despite the 2008 return of News at Ten, the other bulletins continued to use the 
"bongs". 


In February 2009, ITV News bulletins were refreshed to be more cohesive with the 
branding and look of News at Ten, with the studio featuring a VR view of London and an 
outline of the Big Ben clockface filling the "theatre of news" screen. 


On 22 October 2009, it was announced that the "Big Ben" branding would be removed 
from ITV News from 2 November to avoid perceptions of London-centricity,“4 thus 
marking the first time that the clock tower has not been used in programme titles for 
ITN bulletins on ITV since before 1967. However, "Big Ben" hadn't gone entirely - a 
clockface was retained as part of ITV News' studio design from 2009-2013; and the 
clock tower was seen again in the ITV News opening sequences from 2013. 


Election coverage[edit] 


ITN has, like the BBC, run special through-the-night coverage on the day of general 
elections in Britain and on the day of presidential elections in the United States since its 
formation in 1955. Election 64 - The Result was hosted by Alastair Burnet, the fast- 
rising face of politics on ITV, and contained many visual gimmicks to keep the audience 
interested in the coverage. The BBC started the trend with its "swingometer" device. 
ITN's 1964 coverage presented a contraption referred to by Burnet as "KDF9" which 
aimed to pull in the results faster than its competitor over at the BBC. ITN's Election 66, 
again hosted by Burnet and providing nine-hour coverage of the results of the election 
between Harold Wilson and Ted Heath, used two computer machines that Burnet 
described as bringing in numerous pieces of data and statistical information - Burnet 
also quipped, "I'll let you into a secret - it can sing as well". The 1974 general election 
results were presented under the title The Nation Decides by Peter Snow. Technology 
had also vastly improved. "VTF30", a piece of technology based upon a knitting-pattern 
machine, provided moving computer graphics for the first time in television election 
coverage history. 


The team of Alastair Burnet and Peter Sissons provided many memorable election night 
programmes on ITV, including the 1984 European elections and Election 87, but by 
1992 the faces of ITV's political coverage had changed somewhat. Election 92 was 
anchored by Jon Snow, with Alastair Stewart providing graphical commentary and Julia 
Somerville assisting with regular news summaries. Stewart and Somerville were again 
present for ITV's 1997 coverage of the John Major-Tony Blair election - aptly 

titled Election 97 - with Jonathan Dimbleby as the anchor. Dimbleby returned 

for Election 2001 and Election 2005, aided both times by ITV News' political editors John 
Sergeant (in 2001) and Nick Robinson (in 2005) and a team of correspondents and 
newscasters around the country at polling stations. 


The US presidential election of November 2008 was covered by ITN on the ITV network 
between 23:15 and 06:00 in a programme titled Election Night Live: America Decides, 
which saw ITN team up with fellow news organisation NBC News; Alastair Stewart 
hosted from the studio in London, supported by MORI-founder Bob Worcester and a 
team of studio guests throughout the evening. Julie Etchingham, James Mates, Bill 
Neely and John Irvine provided the all-important presenting and reporting duties from 
the United States. Stewart also presented ITN coverage of the European elections of 
2009, an intimate affair with the newscaster and ITV News election analyst Colin 
Rallings in the studio. Political Editor Tom Bradby and Senior Political 

Correspondent Chris Ship provided regular updates, and a team of dedicated reporters 
gave results as they were counted around the country. 


The UK general election campaign of 2010 was covered by ITV under the 

banner Campaign 2010, prominent in all its news and current affairs programming. 
There were special election-themed editions of the Tonight programme presented by 
ITN reporters and newscasters. Alastair Stewart was the moderator for The First Election 
Debate, the first ever debate between leaders of political parties in the United Kingdom, 
transmitted on 15 April between 20:30 and 22:00. A weekly discussion programme also 


began on that date: Campaign 2010 with Jonathan Dimbleby. The weeks of special 
programming culminated in the 6 May election night coverage on ITV: Election 2010, 
which was broadcast between 21:55 and 06:00 and presented by Alastair Stewart. Julie 
Etchingham fronted the traditional ITV election night graphics, Mary Nightingale hosted 
the ITV election party on the bank of the Thames, and ITV News Election Analyst Colin 
Rallings provided the all important psephological information. GMTV dedicated its entire 
7 May programme to the Election, with contributions from ITV newscasters Etchingham, 
Nightingale and James Mates. Mark Austin and Katie Derham continued the ITN 
coverage following GMTV: Election 2010 returned between 09:25 and 10:50. Alastair 
Stewart then returned with the programme at 12:30 until 15:00. ITV. 

Wales, STV and UTV provided additional programming relevant to their coverage areas. 


The 2015 UK general election was held on Thursday 7 May 2015. Tom Bradby and Julie 
Etchingham anchored ITV's coverage of the results from the main ITV News studio at 
ITN from 21:55 on Thursday 7 May and continued through the night until 06:00 on 
Friday 8 May 2015. They were joined in the studio by election analysts Professor Colin 
Rallings and Professor Jane Green. Nina Hossain presented live from the "Opinion Room" 
at ITN where journalists, bloggers, politicians and experts gave their view on the results 
of the election. From the "Opinion Room", viewers could contact the programme via 
Facebook and Twitter to give their views and opinions. UTV in Northern Ireland and STV 
in Scotland provided their own overnight coverage of the election results in their region 
from their main studios in Belfast and Glasgow, dipping in and out of the ITV news 
coverage during the night. The rest of the UK had regular regional news opt outs from 
their own local ITV News programmes during the overnight coverage on ITV. 


At 06:00 on Friday 8 May 2015, ITV's breakfast programme Good Morning Britain aired 
their first election coverage special on ITV, Good Morning Britain having only launched 
in the spring of 2014. Hosts Susanna Reid and Ben Shephard were joined by Tom 
Bradby for breakfast coverage of the results. At 09:25 ITV News resumed with their own 
coverage of the results with Alastair Stewart and Julie Etchingham at their anchor desks 
until late afternoon on ITV. During the course of the day there were regular regional 
news opt outs, with UTV and STV providing more extensive coverage of the election 
results in their own region. nerzus: 


News programmes[edit] 


Current programmes Former programme: 
e JTV Lunchtime News e [TV News at 10.30 
e ITV Evening News e ITV News at 5:30 

e /TV News at Ten e ITV Nightly News 

e ITV Weekend News e The Late News 


On air staff[edit] 
Main article: List of ITV News on air staff 


The current on-screen journalists at ITV News are divided into international 
correspondents, home affairs correspondents, political correspondents (headed by 
political editor Robert Peston), specialist correspondents (covering sport, media and 
arts, science and medicine, consumer affairs, social affairs, economic, and diplomatic 
affairs. Rageh Omaar is International Affairs Editor, James Mates acts as Europe Editor, 
and there arise a dedicated team of news correspondents. 


Awards[edit] 


ITN has won many key industry awards for its news coverage on ITV during the past fifty 
years. Legendary editor Geoffrey Cox was the recipient of ITN's very first award - a 
BAFTA in 1962. Since then BAFTA has gone on to present ITN with a total of 26 awards, 
for coverage on ITV ranging from Francis Chichester's home-coming in 1967 to the. 
Northern Ireland troubles, the Iranian Embassy siege, wars in the Falklands, Lebanon 
and the Gulf, the Zeebrugge ferry disaster, the discovery of the Serb camps, the 
genocide in Rwanda, the storming of the Moscow White House, and the conflict in 
former Yugoslavia. 


ITN/ITV News picked up both Royal Television Society (RTS) and Broadcast awards for 
coverage of the Beslan school siege, and Alastair Stewart won the RTS News Presenter 
of the Year award in 2005. The 18:30 /TV Evening News held the title of RTS News 
Programme of the Year for four years running, starting in 2004. News at Ten was 
nominated for the award in the RTS Journalism Awards 2007/2008, but lost out to 

the BBC News at 10. However, in the BAFTA Television Awards ceremony held on 
Sunday 26 April 2009, News at Ten won in the category News Coverage for their 
coverage of the 2008 Sichuan earthquake. It was up against its ITN rival Channel 4 
News and Sky News, who had two nominations. News at Ten's coverage of the 
earthquake also won the International Emmy award for News Coverage in September 
2009. In June 2010, the programme won the News Coverage BAFTA for the second year 
running, for their coverage of the 2010 Haiti earthquake. 


There have been over 70 RTS awards for both domestic and international coverage, 
with the first coming for the 1969 Apollo moon landing. Home based issues including 
the miners’ strike, the Iranian embassy siege, the Tottenham riots, the Kings Cross fire, 
the death of Labour leader John Smith and coverage of Dunblane have all been voted 
the Best Journalism of the Year by the RTS. RTS awards for foreign coverage range from 
conflicts in Vietnam, Eritrea, Poland, El Salvador, Beirut, Afghanistan, Iraq, South Africa, 
Russia, Chechnya, Bosnia, Israel and Albania as well as humanitarian disasters including 
Romania, the Mozambique floods and the Asian tsunami. Coverage of the 
aforementioned Mozambique floods in 2000 also won an Emmy award. 


From the United States there has been recognition of ITN's journalism, from the 
prestigious Emmy awards, the New York Television Programming Festival and the White 
House News Photographers’ Association. ITN was the first non-US news broadcaster to 
win a News and Documentary Emmy when it was awarded top prize for Outstanding 
Investigative Journalism for the 1992 discovery of the Serb camps. The famous footage 
of emaciated men behind barbed wire went round the world and helped change the 
course of the conflict in Bosnia. 


In addition to many BAFTA, Emmy and RTS awards, ITN/ITV News has also claimed 
awards from the Monte Carlo Gold Nymphs, prizes from the News Festival of Angers in 
France, the Television and Radio Industries Club, the Ethnic Multicultural Media Awards 
and the Broadcasting Press Guild as well as many others." 


Regional news[edit] 


The 2013 rebrand of ITV News saw the brand being extended to regional news 
programmes operated by ITV plc replacing the previous regional news titles. Regional 
ITV news programmes are produced by ITV plc, with the exception of the ITV_ 

London region which is produced by ITN. Since the creation of ITV plc in 2004 all 
regional news programmes in these regions have taken on a unified look and 
appearance on screen while structurally the merger has enabled ITV to create the ITV 


News Group consisting of ITN's national news service and the regional services provided 
by ITV plc. STV uses its own branding. 


See also[edit] 
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Good Morning Britain 


Good 


Morning 
Britain 


Genre Breakfast television programme 


Directed by Erron Gordon®! 


Presented by Susanna Reid 
Piers Morgan 
Ben Shephard 
Kate Garraway 


Charlotte Hawkins 


(See full list) 
Theme music Henry Gorman 
composer Simon Hill 


Rob May?! 


Country of origin 


Original language( 


s) 


Production 


location(s) 


Editor(s) 


Running time 


Production compa 


ny(s) 


Distributor 


Original network 


Picture format 


Original release 


Preceded by 


Related shows 


United Kingdom 


English 


Production 


Studio 5, The London 
Studios (2014-18) 
Studio TC3, Television 
Centre (2018-)"! 


Neil Thompson"! 


180 minutes (inc. adverts) 


ITV Breakfast 


ITV Studios 


Release 


ITV 


HDTV 1080i 


28 April 2014 - 


present 


Chronology 


Daybreak (2010-14) 


Lorraine (2010-) 


External links 


Website 


Good Morning Britain (often abbreviated to GMB) is a breakfast programme on 
British television network ITV. The show launched on 28 April 2014 after Daybreak was 
cancelled. 


The current main anchors are Piers Morgan, Susanna Reid, Ben Shephard and Kate 
Garraway. Charlotte Hawkins is the newsreader while former main anchor Sean 
Fletcher is a relief newsreader. 


Format([edit] 


The magazine-style show includes headline updates every 15 minutes via the ticker bar 
and regional news bulletins at around 6:30am, 7:20am and 8:10am. The show has a 
reputation for its debates, celebrity interviews and breaking news. Viewers are 
encouraged to engage with the show through digital platforms including Facebook, 
Twitter and email. 


History[edit] 


A programme of the same name aired as part of TV-am between 1983 and 1992, airing 
each weekday morning between 7:00am and 9:00am, along with a Saturday morning 
edition. John Stapleton has presented both incarnations of the programme. 


2014-2018 [edit] 


Good Morning Britain launched on 28 April 2014, with four main presenters - Susanna 
Reid, Ben Shephard, Charlotte Hawkins and Sean Fletcher. In-depth news stories were 
presented, as well as shorter bulletins and headline updates. Sports news was also 
featured with Fletcher, and Shephard also contributed when Fletcher was unavailable. 
Weather bulletins are presented by Laura Tobin, with Alex Beresford standing in when 
Tobin is unavailable. Entertainment news is delivered by Richard Arnold. 


Reid, Shephard and Hawkins all presented four days a week, with Fletcher presenting 
every day. When Reid was absent, Hawkins took her place. Hawkins, in turn, was 
substituted by Kate Garraway or Ranvir Singh when off or sitting in for Reid. John 
Stapleton would present in place of Shephard when the latter was unavailable. 


Between 13 June and 11 July, the team reported on the 2014 FIFA World Cup with 
Fletcher live from Brazil with highlights and reactions. They also utilized special graphics 
and music adapted especially for the event. 


Up until September, one of the presenting team would read a news bulletin at 09:00am 
for sister show Lorraine. 


On 19 September, there was an extended Scottish Independence Referendum special 
that went up to 10:00am, with Reid and Shephard presenting live from Edinburgh, while 
Hawkins and Ranvir Singh presented from the studio in London. 


On 2 December, Phillip Schofield co-hosted Good Morning Britain as part of a 24-hour TV 
presenting challenge for Text Santa. He also interviewed Prime Minister David 
Cameron live from 10 Downing Street later in the programme. 


On 14 May, sister show Lorraine was broadcast from the Good Morning Britain studio 
due to industrial action at ITV. 


On 4 August, the programme was interrupted by a fire alarm 7 minutes before the show 
was going to end. They were talking to Emmerdale stars Charley Webb and Anthony 


Quinlan who were live from West Yorkshire. The fire alarm sounded mid-interview and 
the studio had to be evacuated. They left viewers with a pre-recorded standby 
programme to fill the timeslot, followed by a pre-recorded episode of sister 

show Lorraine’, before the programme came live on-air at 8:50am. 


On 9 September, Reid presented parts of the show live from outside Buckingham Palace 
to celebrate the Queen becoming the longest reigning monarch. Garraway and Singh 
also presented from the studio. On 23 November, Piers Morgan" joined the team as a 
permanent presenter, following his earlier guest week. A few days later, the 
programme's political editor Sue Jameson left the show, to move to Australia. 


The format of the show remained the same throughout 2016. 


On 29 February, the programme was dedicated to the 88th Academy Awards, with 
specially made opening titles, theme music and graphics. 


On 22 March, the show was extended to 10:30am to cover the breaking news of 

the Brussels bombings. Morgan and Reid presented coverage of the news shortly after 
the report broke out at 7:15am. The extended coverage meant that sister 

show Lorraine and The Jeremy Kyle Show were both cancelled, although Lorraine did 
start for the first 10 minutes. The following day, Reid presented coverage of the 
aftermath live from Brussels, whilst Morgan and Hawkins presented from the studio. 


Between 28 March and 8 April, Jeremy Kyle and Mark Austin were guest presenters for 
the Easter break. Austin returned for a further two editions on 31 May and 1 June. 


On 24 June, the show was again extended to 9:25am to cover the result of the EU- 
Referendum, with Morgan and Reid presenting from the studio. As the result was 
announced, Morgan and Reid presented coverage of the outcome, as well as coverage 
of David Cameron's resignation. 


On 22 July, Good Morning Britain broadcast a second royal edition of the programme 
live from inside Buckingham Palace with Garraway and Singh. They presented a 
majority of the programme live from inside the royal residence. Throughout the show, 
they broadcast a regal tour around all the state rooms, reviewing some of the 
prominent objects and paintings which are displayed. Laura Tobin was live from the 
Palace Gardens with the weather. Hawkins was in the studio with news bulletins. 


On 9 November, the show was extended up until 9:25am covering the latest news and 
results of the US presidential election, with Reid and Morgan live in New York City, Singh 
in Washington D.C. and correspondents with reaction from across the United States. 


On 26 January, newsreader and relief presenter Ranvir Singh was announced as the 
programme's new Political Editor. 


During the week of 10 April, Eamonn Holmes guest presented the show. He presented 
alongside Kate Garraway and Charlotte Hawkins for the week. 


On 26 January 2018, Shephard and Garraway presented a special edition of the 
programme, due to a worldwide exclusive interview with US President Donald Trump. 
Morgan also presented parts of the show live from Davos, Switzerland. 


During the week of 26 February 2018, there were special editions of the show which 
focused on the major snow storm hitting the UK, with correspondents in many parts of 
the UK bringing the breaking news as it happened. 


From 3 April, a slightly tweaked theme tune was introduced with the 2014 and 2017 
theme mixed together. During the week of 9 April, Eamonn Holmes guest presented the 
show with Garraway and Hawkins. 


The final edition of the show from The London Studios was broadcast on 13 April. 
Morgan and Reid returned on 16 April broadcasting live from Television Centre for the 
first time. Coinciding with their return, they had a new studio and opening titles. 


On 18 May 2018, Garraway and Shephard presented a special edition of the programme 
in celebration of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle's wedding. They were accompanied in 
the studio by Fletcher, while Hawkins and Laura Tobin presented live from Windsor. The 
show's usual St. Paul's Cathedral backdrop was replaced with a view of Windsor Castle 
and a special voice over was recorded as well as special opening titles. 


During the week of 28 May to 1 June, Hawkins, Madeley, Fletcher and Singh presented 
the show due to the half-term break. 


On 28 June, the network aired a one-off special entitled Good Evening Britain, which 
aired live at 9:15pm in primetime on ITV following the England vs. Belgium World 

Cup football match. In which the shows presenters had live reaction from the match, 
engaged in debates on the match and provided analysis of England's performance and 
the match overall. Tweaked titles, music and graphics were produced for this one off 
special. Guests included Danny Dyer, Pamela Anderson and Jeremy Corbyn. 


On 3 September, Morgan and Reid returned from their summer break and coinciding 
with their return, tweaked opening graphics were introduced and the show fully 
returned to its original 2014 theme. 


On 24 September, the show began airing in the United States, on the BritBox streaming 
service.4 The version seen on BritBox, is a specially edited version featuring the 
highlights of that day's edition. It is available at 7:00 am ET. 


On 13 December, Reid presented parts of the show live from Westminster in London, 
following Theresa May's survival in the no confidence vote. Shephard and Garraway 
presented from the studio. 


2019-[edit] 


On 13th December the show was extended to 09:25 to cover the general election, 
fronted by piers Morgan and Susanna Reid. 


On 27th December, a special pre-recorded edition of the programme was aired in its 
usual time slot looking at the best of 2019. 


2020-[edit] 


On 12 November 2019, it was announced that from 6 January 2020, an extra 30 
minutes will be added onto the show, which will see the show extended to 9:00am. 


On-air team([edit] 
Main article: List of Good Morning Britain presenters 


hideMain presenters 


2014- | Susanna Reid" Lead presenter 


Ben Shephard#uce 


Kate Garraway™! 


Piers Morgan!31!4151 


Charlotte Hawkins" 
[10] 


Sean Fletcherin 


Alex Beresford"?! 


Laura Tobin”?! 


Ranvir Singh 


Newsreader and stand in lead presenter 


Relief news presenter 


Stand in Weather presenter 


News presenter (2014-2017) and relief presenter 
(2014-) 


hideEditors 
Presenter Title(s) 


Richard Arnold 


Dr Hilary Jones 


Martin Lewis 


2017— Ranvir Singh’! 


= 
Entertainment Editor 
Health Editor 
Financial Editor 
Political Editor 


hideCorrespondents 


Presenter Title(s) 
2014- | Nick Dixon” 
2016- | Juliet Dunlop?# 
News Correspondent 


Jonathan Swain Senior News Correspondent 


Katy Rickitt22 
Occasional relief 
newsreader 
Richard Gaisford??! | Chief Correspondent 
2014- 
James Royal Correspondent 


hideGuest presenters 


Presenter Title(s) 
Mark Austin'®! 

Jeremy Kyle2516) Lead presenter 
Eamonn Holmese: 


2017- Richard Madeley”*! 
2018- Adil Ray 
2019 Richard Bacon 
2017-2019 Becky Mantin?” 
Weather presenter 
2017- Lucy Verasamy 
20107 Kem Cetinay 


2018 Basil Brush 
2018- 
Laura Whitmore 


Entertainment Presenter 
Gemma Collins 
2019 Peter Andre 


Ashley James 


Jake Quickenden 


hideFormer on air team 


Year Person Title(s) 
2014-16 Helen Carnell News Correspondent 
2014 Gamal Fahnbulleh News Correspondent 
2014-15 John Stapleton Special Correspondent and presenter 
Studio[edit] 


2014-18[edit] 


Good Morning Britain was broadcast from Studio 5 at The London Studios, the same 
studio where GMTV was broadcast from during its seventeen-year run. In February 
2017, it was announced that The London Studios, where Good Morning Britain is filmed, 
would be closed for some years beginning in 2018 as ITV decided to go through with 
demolishing the building and having it rebuilt. It was also announced that ITV's daytime 
shows (Good Morning Britain, Lorraine, This Morning and Loose Women) would be 
moving to studio space at BBC Studioworks' Television Centre, previously used by 

the BBC before moving to New Broadcasting House in March 2013. The last programme 
from The London Studios was broadcast on 13 April 2018.!etatonneedeai 


2018-present[edit] 


ITV's daytime shows moved to Television Centre on 16 April 2018, with Good Morning 
Britain using Studio TC3. This 6,390 sq ft (594 m?) studio is split in two, with half of it 
being used for Good Morning Britain and half for This Morning. They share the same 
cameras and gallery. ‘eee |In October 2018, it was announced that ITV would not be 
returning to the South Bank,&" 
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Good Morning Britain was nominated for three TRIC Awards in 2015. Susanna Reid was 
awarded Newscaster of the Year.241 


"Newscast Studio" named the programme's set as Best International Set of the Year 
2015.22 


Good Morning Britain was nominated in the 2016 TV Choice Awards for the Best 
Daytime TV Programme but failed to win.23 


Good Morning Britain jointly won the PinkNews Broadcaster of the Year Award 
with Victoria Derbyshire in 2016.24 


The programme has been nominated for Best Online Editorial Campaign in The Drum's 
Online Media Awards." 


Good Morning Britain was nominated for the 2017 TV Choice Award for Best Daytime 
Show, but failed to win after being beaten by This Morning. 


The programme was nominated for a National Television Award in 2018, but failed to 
make the shortlist. It did, however, make the shortlist in 2019. 


Presenters Piers Morgan and Ben Shephard were both nominated for the Best Presenter 
award at the 2019 National Television Awards,2= however both failed to make the 
shortlist. 


In 2019, they received two BAFTA nominations for Best News Coverage for their knife 
crime interview and Thomas Markle exclusive interview, but failed to win. 28 


On 18 June 2019, the programme won The Golden Nymph for Best Live Breaking 
News at the 59th Monte-Carlo Television Festival .24 
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This is a list of the on-air team members for the ITV Breakfast programme Good Morning 
Britain which began broadcasting in the United Kingdom on 28 April 2014. 


On 3 March 2014 it was announced that Sean Fletcher, Charlotte Hawkins, Susanna 
Reid and Ben Shephard would become the presenters. Piers Morgan joined in 2015. 


Presenters[edit] 
Main Presenters/Newsreaders[edit] 


Tenure( 


5) Person Current Title Related notes 
2014- ee Monday-Thursday Presenter 
2015- Piers Monday-Wednesday Presenter 
Morgan 
an Previously Monday/Tuesday & 
ee Thursday-Friday Presenter Thursday/Friday presenter (2014- 
Shephard 2015) 
2014 Kate Thursday Newsreader & Friday Previously Thursday Presenter 
: Garawa Presenter (Monday-Thursday (2014) then Monday-Wednesday & 
sarraway Presenter During School Holidays) | Friday presenter (2015) 
Charlotte Monday-Wednesday, Friday Previously Friday presenter (2014) 


Hawkins Newsreader & Deputy Presenter. 


Main Weather Presenter 


Alex 
Beresford 


Deputy Weather Presenter Also ITV Weather presenter 


Editors/Relief Presenters[edit] 


ae Person Current Title Related Notes 
Sean Previously presenter & Sports Editor 
Fletcher Relief Newsreader (2014) 
2014- Ranvir Political Editor & Previously Friday Newsreader (2014- 
Singh Relief Presenter 2016) & Thursday Newsreader (2015) 
Eicit Entertainment Editor 
Arnold 
Richard Main Relief 
Madele Prosana Monday-Wednesday Relief Presenter 
2018- 
Adil Ray eis SS Thursday-Friday Relief Presenter 


Presenter 
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Former Presenters/Editors 


Tenure Person Title 
2014- John Former Wednesday Presenter (Became Wednesday 


2015 Stapleton Newsreader) 


2014- a . 
2015 Former Political Editor 


ae Former Main Relief Presenter 


Guest presenters([edit] 


Guest Presenters 
Presenter 
19 September 2014 Lorraine Kelly Reporting from Dundee 


2 December 2014 Phillip Schofield From Text Santa 


13 April 2015 
14 April 2015 


Piers Morgan Now Main Presenter 
From ITV News 
8 May 2015 


Lorraine Kelly Reporting from Glasgow 


28 March 2016 Jeremy Kyle 


22 August 2017 
23 August 2017 


6 April 2016 
Mark Austin 
7 April 2016 


8 April 2016 


31 May 2016 
1 June 2016 
24 June 2016 Lorraine Kelly Reporting from Glasgow 


17 August 2017 


18 August 2017 


24 August 2017 


25 August 2017 Richard Madeley Now Main Relief Presenter 


28 August 2017 
29 August 2017 


30 August 2017 


Presenter Schedules{[edit] 


Years Monday | Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 


2014 Susanna Reid, Ben Susanna Reid, John Susanna Charlotte 
Shephard, Charlotte |Stapleton, Charlotte |Reid, Ben Hawkins, Ben 


Hawkins and Sean Hawkins and Sean Shephard, Kate. |Shephard, Ranvir 
Fletcher Fletcher Garraway and Se | Singh and Sean 


Susanna Reid and Ben 


Susanna 


Garrawa 


Shephard with Kate 


Reid and Kate 
Garraway with John 
Stapleton 


an Fletcher 


Susanna 
Reid and Ben 


Fletcher 


Kate 
Garraway and 


Shephard with R 
anvir Singh 


Ben 
Shephard with Ran 
vir Singh 


Susanna Reid and Ben 
Shephard with Charlott 


Susanna 
Reid and Kate 


e Hawkins 


Garraway with Charl 


Susanna 
Reid and Ben 
Shephard with R 


Kate 
Garraway and Ben 
Shephard with Ran 


otte Hawkins 


Susanna Reid and Kate 
Garraway with Charlotte Hawkins 


anvir Singh 


Susanna 

Reid and Ben_ 
Shephard with R 
anvir Singh 


vir Singh 


Kate 

Garraway and Ben- 
Shephard with Ran 
vir Singh 


Susanna Reid and Piers Morgan with Charlotte 


Susanna 
Reid and Ben 


Kate 
Garraway and 


January 
2017 - 
Present 


Hawkins 


Susanna Reid and Piers Morgan with Charlotte 
Hawkins 


Shephard with K 
ate Garraway 


Susanna 
Reid and Ben 
Shephard with K 


Ben 
Shephard with Ran 
vir Singh 


Kate 
Garraway and Ben 
Shephard with Char 
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The ITV Lunchtime News is the afternoon news programme produced by ITN on the 
British television network ITV. It broadcasts for twenty-five minutes each Monday to 
Friday from 13:30, covering British national and international news stories and is 
presented by Nina Hossain. 


History[edit] 


Television broadcasting hours in the United Kingdom had been tightly regulated and 
controlled by the British government until 1972, when the then Conservative 
government under Prime Minister Edward Heath decided to end all limits and 
restrictions on the broadcasting hours of television. 


ITV had been campaigning for the end of the restrictions since the mid 1960s, and 
finally on 19 January 1972, the government announced the lifting of all restrictions, 
allowing proper daytime television to launch on both the BBC and ITV.2 


ITN had provided a short lunchtime news summary to start the ITV schedules on a 
Saturday since 1959, with an afternoon news summary on a Sunday starting in the mid 
1960s, however it was the lifting of the restrictions in 16 October 1972 which helped ITN 
to launch a codified, more solid weekday lunchtime news programme as part of a raft of 
new programming which would now take up broadcasting hours which were up to 1972 
restricted to schools programming and adult education. 21 


The programme was first broadcast on 16 October 1972 as First Report, a twenty- 
minute bulletin presented by Robert Kee at 12:40pm. The bulletin was moved to 
1:00pm on 7 September 1974 and retitled as News at One on 6 September 

1976. Leonard Parkin and Peter Sissons alternated as the programme's lead presenters 
in the same year after Kee's departure. 


On 20 July 1987, the bulletin was relaunched as News at 12:30. Jon Snow and former 
BBC newsreader Julia Somerville fronted alternate editions of the programme. On 7 
March 1988, ITV's daytime programming was rejigged and the bulletin was moved back 
to its 1:00pm timeslot. News at One later relaunched on 16 October 1989 with John 
Suchet as its lead presenter. On 7 January 1991, the programme moved this time to 
12:30pm. 


On 2 March 1992, News at 12:30 was relaunched as the Lunchtime News with a dual- 
presenting team comprising Nicholas Owen and Carol Barnes. On 6 March 1995, ITN's 
news bulletins were relaunched with a cohesive identity. The Lunchtime News on air 
team was revamped, this time with a returning Julia Somerville alongside Dermot 
Murnaghan. Owen and Barnes remained as relief presenters. 


On 8 March 1999, coinciding with a further relaunch of ITN's news bulletins, John 
Suchet returned to the newly named /TV Lunchtime News to replace Murnaghan, now 
lead presenter of the new /TV Nightly News. On 22 January 2001, the /TV Lunchtime 
News reverted to single presentation with Nicholas Owen.= 


On 2 February 2004, ITV News was relaunched and the 12:30pm bulletin was 
restructured: Owen was joined by Katie Derham in a return to a dual-presenting team; 
then, on 11 April 2005, the programme was extended to 60 minutes. The 15-minute 
regional news bulletin at 3:00pm was axed and incorporated into the new 60-minute /7V 
Lunchtime News. On 4 September 2006, the 60-minute format was axed, returning to 

its shorter length and at a new broadcast time of 1:30pm. On 5 February 2007, Owen 
left to join BBC News and was replaced by Alastair Stewart. 


On 27 July 2009, the /TV Lunchtime News returned to a single presenter, with Stewart 
and Katie Derham alternating. Derham later left ITV News in June 2010 and was 
replaced by Nina Hossain. 


On 2 November 2009, the bulletin was retitled as /TV News at 1:30 as part of a rebrand 
of the channel's news programmes. Since 12 October 2015, the programme was being 
referred to as the /TV Lunchtime News. 


On 24 May 2019 it was announced Hossain would become the sole presenter of the 
programme. 


Presenters[edit] 


hideLead presenter 


Year Presenter Notes 


2004- Nina Hossain Relief presenter (2004-2010) 


hideOther presenters 


Year Presenter Notes 
2002- James Mates Europe Editor 
2017- Lucrezia Millarini ITV News London presenter 


2013- Rageh Omaar International Affairs Editor 


Chris Ship Royal Editor 
Ranvir Singh Good Morning Britain Political Editor 


Occasional relief presenter (2005-2007) 
Lead presenter (2007-2019) 


Romilly Weeks Political Correspondent 


Charlene White ITV News London presenter 


Alastair Stewart 


hideFormer presenters 


Andrea Catherwood 


2009 Alex Hyndman 
2011-2013 Natasha Kaplinsky 


2006-2007 Daisy McAndrew 


Dermot Murnaghan 
Mary Nightingale 
Nicholas Owen 
Leonard Parkin 
Julia Somerville 
Geraint Vincent 


2000-2002 Kirsty Young 
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London, England, UK 


Editor(s) Geoff Hill 


(Editor, ITV Network News) 


Camera setup Multi-camera 


Running time 30 minutes (Weekday) 


15 minutes (Weekend) 


Production company(s) ITN 

ITV News 
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present 
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The ITV Evening News is the evening news programme produced by ITN on the British 
television network ITV. It broadcasts for thirty minutes each Monday to Friday from 
18:30, covering British national and international news stories and is presented by Mary 
Nightingale. 


History[edit] 


On 22 September 1955 when the ITV television service was launched, ITN provided an 
early evening news service at 5:50pm. It was known as /TN News, and presented 

by Gordon Honeycombe. This simple bulletin made use of a single camera, and was 
intended as a round-up of the day's headlines and looking at stories to be covered in 
more length by that evening's edition of News at Ten. 


On 6 September 1976, /TN News moved to 5:45pm and was renamed News at 545. 
The 545 marked a major departure in presentational style from the /TN News that had 
preceded it. Initially, the bulletins were broadcast from the Police Five studio, which 
enabled the producers to make extensive use of chromakey to display images behind 
the newscaster, several studio cameras, interviews with correspondents in the studio 
and on a TV monitor, and wide screen shots of the studio set at the beginning and end 
of the programme, and when handing over to correspondents. 


Alastair Burnet was the original presenter of the News at 545. Michael Nicholson fronted 
the bulletin on Fridays, and was also a relief presenter. Immediately after the animated 
visual 'roll' and electronic theme music at the beginning, an announcer intoned in a 
hushed tone: "The news at 5:45, with Alastair Burnett/Michael Nicholson". Other relief 
presenters in the late 1970s included Leonard Parkin, who at the time also regularly 
hosted the News at One, and Martyn Lewis. In March 1980, when Burnet departed 

the 545 to present News at Ten, Nicholson replaced him as lead presenter, with Carol 
Barnes taking over as relief presenter. In September 1986, Nicholson left the 545 to 
return to war reporting, and was replaced by Alastair Stewart. 


On 4 April 1988 the News at 545 underwent some cosmetic changes, with the animated 
visual 'roll' logo and electronic theme music being dropped in favour of a new computer- 
generated opening sequence and a more contemporary theme tune; the studio images 
were still inlaid using chromakey, although these were now also generated by 
computer. The programme was moved to the main newsroom within the ITN 
headquarters building, and full-length reports were now featured as part of the 
programme. ITN dispensed with the "main" presenter and relief host format, and 
instead a "team" of newscasters - Alastair Stewart, Fiona Armstrong, Nicholas 

Qwen, Trevor McDonald, Sue Carpenter and Carol Barnes - began presenting the show 
on a "rotation" basis. On 13 February 1989, the introduction of a national 

weather forecast at the end of the programme led to the bulletin's timeslot starting 


earlier at 5:40pm, being extended in length and the title being changed to News at 540. 
[21 


Due to the Gulf Crisis of 1991, ITN were temporarily granted a full half-hour slot each 
evening; the continued change of time (and length) of the bulletin around this time led 
to the News at 540 being known simply as the /TN News. 


On 2 March 1992, /TN News at 540 was renamed /TN Early Evening News. The new look 
made good use of ITN's impressive headquarters in London with opening sequence 
consisting of a camera panning across the building towards the newsdesk giving a 
panoramic view of the newsroom. John Suchet became the lead presenter, a role in 
which he continued until 1999. Barnes and Owen acted as relief presenters. 


On 6 March 1995 all of ITN's news programmes on ITV were relaunched with a more 
unified look, with exception to News at Ten which maintained its separate identity. The 
new look, however, brought elements of News at Ten to ITN's other bulletins such as the 
use of the clockface of Big Ben and the News at Ten theme-tune, however the tune was 
rearranged differently. The studio at the time made heavy use of the colour blue - ITN's 
corporate colour at the time. The intro showed different images of Big Ben's clockface 
with the hands of the clock eventually striking the time at 5:40 - the time at which the 
programme began. Around this time, Dermot Murnaghan became the main relief 
presenter. 


The /TV Evening News was launched on the 8 March 1999. The launch coincided with 
major changes to the scheduling of news programmes on ITV. ITN's Early Evening 
News programme was moved from 5:40pm to 6:30pm and renamed the /TV Evening 
News. The programme was extended to become a 30-minute programme, effectively 
replacing News at Ten as the channel's flagship news programme which itself was also 
axed at this time and replaced with a shorter 20 minute bulletin at 11:00pm entitled 
the /TV Nightly News. Initially, the programme was fronted by Trevor McDonald, with 
Murnaghan and Kirsty Young the most regular relief presenters. 


The axing of News at Ten proved unpopular at the time and caused outcry from 
politicians and the general public, and ratings for ITV's news programmes fell. /TV News 
at Ten returned on 22 January 2001, with McDonald once again at the helm; Murnaghan 
and Young became the lead presenters of the dual-headed Evening News. Mary 
Nightingale replaced Young a few months later when Young decided not to return 
following maternity leave. Mark Austin replaced Murnaghan following his defection 

to BBC News in late 2002. 


The programme relaunched on 2 February 2004 in what was then a state of the art 
virtual studio set dubbed the Theatre of News along with the other ITV News 
programmes. The move saw the ITN newscasters standing (or walking) in front of a 
news-wall and presenting graphics to viewers. The Theatre of News was scaled back 
following a relaunch on 9 February 2009, with a return to a more traditional style of 
presenters sat behind a desk. 


On 3 August 2009, it was announced that after 16 years co-presenting London Tonight, 
Alastair Stewart was to leave the regional news programme to become lead co- 
presenter of the /TV Evening News. Mark Austin would focus on /7V News at Ten, but 
continue as a relief presenter for the 6.30pm bulletin. 


On 2 November 2009 the programme was retitled as the /TV News at 6:30. The studio 
set was virtual, using a new green screen electronic compositing system known as 
‘Ultimatte’. Virtual sets can be created instantly and at low cost. Unlike 

traditional Chroma key systems, Ultimatte allows for such things as full camera 
movement and can generate artificial reflections on glass and metallic surfaces. 


It was announced in June 2015 that, as part of a wider restructure at ITV News, Mark 
Austin would return to the programme full-time, alongside Mary Nightingale from 
October 2015. Alastair Stewart continues to appear on the programme as a relief 
presenter, alongside his duties on the /7V Lunchtime News.™ Coinciding with the main 
presenter line-up, the programme is once again being referred to as the /TV Evening 
News.“ 


After thirty years with /TV News, it was announced on 26 October 2016 that Austin 
would leave at the end of the year. It was later confirmed on 13 December 2016 that 
Nightingale would become the sole presenter of the /TV Evening News from January 
2017 onwards.™ Austin presented his final bulletin alongside Nightingale on 22 
December 2016. 


Theme music[edit] 


The opening title music has been composed by Dave Hewson since 1992. The current 
title sequence was designed by Lambie Nairn and the music is called "Global 
B roadcast" . [citation needed] 


Presenters[edit] 


hideLead presenter 


Year Presenter Notes 


2001- Mary Nightingale 


hideOther presenters 


Year Presenter Notes 
2004- Nina Hossain ITV Lunchtime News lead presenter 
2002- James Mates Europe Editor 
2019- Lucrezia Millarini ITV News London presenter 


2015- Rageh Omaar International Affairs Editor 


Ranvir Singh Good Morning Britain Political Editor 


1986-1992, 2009- Alastair Stewart Lead presenter (1986-1992, 2009-2015) 


Romilly Weeks Political Correspondent 


Charlene White ITV News London presenter 


hideFormer presenters 


1985-1991 Fiona Armstrong 


2003-2006 Andrea Catherwood 


1980-1988 Martyn Lewis 


1982-1990, 1999-2001 Trevor McDonald 


2007-2009 Lucy Meacock 
1989-2002 Dermot Murnaghan 


mm 


1999-2000 Julia Somerville 


1991-2004 John Suchet 


2006-2012 Geraint Vincent 


2000-2002 Kirsty Young 
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News at Ten is the flagship evening news programme on British television network ITV, 
produced by ITN and founded by news editor Geoffrey Cox in July 1967.21 The bulletin 
was the first permanent 30-minute news broadcast in the United Kingdom, and although 
initially scheduled for only thirteen weeks due to fears that its length would turn viewers 
off," the bulletin proved to be highly popular with audiences and became a fixture of 
the ITV schedule. 


News at Ten rose to popularity for its winning combination of in-depth, analytical news 
coverage and populist stories. It simultaneously helped popularise newscasters such 

as Alastair Burnet, Andrew Gardner, Reginald Bosanquet, Sandy Gall, Anna Ford, John 

Suchet, Mark Austin, Alastair Stewart and Trevor McDonald into well-known television 

personalities. 


When the bulletin was axed in 1999 in order for primetime entertainment programming 
to air uninterrupted, there was a public outcry. ITV reluctantly brought the programme 
back - under the name /TV News at Ten - in 2001, airing it at 10pm for a minimum of 
three nights per week, but eventually replaced it with the /TV News at 10:30 in 2004. It 
was not until January 2008 that News at Ten was reinstated to the ITV schedule. The 
programme is currently presented by Tom Bradby. 


History[edit] 
1967 to 1999: the original run[edit] 


ITN had been ITV's news provider since the channel's launch in September 1955. News 
updates from ITN tended to run 14 minutes in length at most, with no fixed broadcast 
time.4 From his arrival in 1956, ITN editor Geoffrey Cox had consistently argued to 

the Independent Television Authority that ITN should be providing at least one news 
bulletin of substantial length, in order to cover and analyse major news stories more 
closely. ITV argued against the idea of a 30-minute evening bulletin, insisting a news 
programme of such length would eat into its primetime entertainment schedule and 
turn viewers away from the channel, but the ITA granted Cox's wish in 1967. ITV 
reluctantly agreed to give the proposed bulletin - a Monday-to-Friday programme, fixed 
at 10pm - a 13-week trial run to test its success.& 


A still from a News at Ten opening sequence from 1969 


News at Ten began broadcasting on 3 July 1967 under the editorship of Cox, who 
stipulated that the aim of the new programme was to "remove the spin and bring facts 
and the news as it really was." ITV's stance was seemingly confirmed early; the 
programme had little news to cover in its first few editions, having launched in the 
middle of summer during a slow news week. However, a reversal of fortunes quickly 
took place after an "action story" from ITN reporter Alan Hart on the Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders re-entering Crater, which ran for a then-unheard-of length of 5 
minutes.” A series of similar in-depth reports eventually helped to give News at Tena 
regular viewership of seven million every night, forcing ITV to keep the programme. By 
1969, News at Ten had become the first news bulletin in Britain to enter the top 20 
most-watched programmes of the week.22 


The arrival of the new 30-minute programme allowed ITN to give a more in-depth and 
detailed treatment of serious news for the first time on British television, as well as 


coverage of populist stories and issues that would attract the viewing audience. The 
programme built on these concepts by introducing reporter packages, not the norm 
then but now a staple of television news, and a team of two newscasters taking turns 
to read stories instead of a sole presenter: a two-man team would inject personality into 
television news, as well as allow breaking news to be handed to the newscaster not in 
vision. The original newscasting team included Alastair Burnet, Andrew Gardner, 
Reginald Bosanquet, George Ffitch and Leonard Parkin." News at Ten also employed 
several other distinctive features which proved popular with viewers: the use of Big 
Ben's chimes (or "bongs") to separate the news headlines being read in the opening 
sequence, and the "... And Finally" report - a quirky and often humorous end piece 
designed to send the viewing audience to bed "on a high note" after 30 minutes of hard 
news coverage.@ 


News at Ten developed a solid reputation for its extensive coverage of international 
news Stories. Foreign correspondent Sandy Gall, the first ITN journalist to cover the 
start of the Vietnam War in 1965, returned there on several occasions to produce 
reports for News at Ten until he was forcibly removed from the country following 

the Fall of Saigon in 1975. Michael Nicholson reported in-depth on the 1976 Soweto 
uprising for News at Ten, and later went on to cover the Falklands War in 1982, after 
which he was awarded the South Atlantic Medal for his work. News at Ten, by now the 
UK's most popular news programme, ultimately forced the BBC to follow ITN's lead and 
extend its own programming to match, although Lord Annan declared in his 

1977 Committee into the Future of Broadcasting, "We subscribe to the generally held 
view that ITN has the edge over BBC News."221 


In the absence of Alastair Burnet (who left ITN in 1972 to pursue a career in print 
journalism), News at Ten paired Andrew Gardner and Reginald Bosanquet to create one 
of the programme's most well liked newscasting duos.42 In 1978, Anna Ford became the 
bulletin's first female newscaster, and Alastair Burnet rejoined the programme in the 
same year. For more than a decade onwards, Burnet was the newscaster most 
associated with News at Ten, his "serious persona", "sepulchral tones" and "deferential 
interviewing style" becoming respected hallmarks of the programme." By the late 
1980s, Burnet - now a member of the ITN board of directors and News at Ten's 
associate editor - began to draw criticism that he was losing the personal touch with his 
audience, allowing News at Ten to settle into a "stodgy" and "old-fashioned" 
complacency.#2 Nonetheless, the programme continued to maintain a solid high 
audience during the 1980s and well into the next decade. 


The development of satellite technology in the 1980s allowed News at Ten to 
broadcast live from several locations around the world, including the Great Wall of 
China during a visit from the Queen in 1986. Alastair Burnet presented News at 

Ten from the United States during several presidential campaigns, as well as the 1984 
conventions of the Republican and Democratic parties. Alastair Stewart presented News 
at Ten live from Saudi Arabia, the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 and the liberated Kuwait 
City during the 1991 Gulf War. 


Burnet retired from ITN in 1991 after several clashes with the ITV companies over the 
future of the news organisation.“ In November 1992, News at Ten was given its first 
major relaunch, in part to address the criticism it had attracted over the last few years. 
81 In a bid to regain the personal touch that had been lost, the programme dispensed 
with the dual-presentation team in favour of a sole newscaster, Trevor McDonald, who 
subsequently became one of the most well-known newscasters in the UK. Julia 
Somerville, John Suchet and Dermot Murnaghan each presented News at Ten when 
McDonald was absent. The bulletin carried this format until March 1999. 


Despite News at Ten's continued stature and popularity, ITV announced its intention to 
axe the bulletin in 1993, proposing two new peak-time bulletins at 6:30pm and 11pm. 
ITV justified the move as a measure to stem the decline in television viewing audiences 
and to allow the uninterrupted broadcast of movies, dramas and other entertainment 
programmes, but the plans were met with widespread criticism from viewers, 

several Members of Parliament, the then-Prime Minister John Major and the National 
Heritage Committee.“ The Independent Television Commission ruled that ITV had not 
established a solid case for the removal of News at Ten, pointing to BBC News having 
experienced a larger viewing decline than ITN, but were restructuring the contents of 
their news programmes rather than move them to different timeslots." The proposals 
were eventually withdrawn after the ITC threatened ITV with legal action. 


1999 to 2008: axing and the News at When? era[edit] 


In September 1998, following intense lobbying from the ITV companies, the ITC finally 
reviewed plans for a new weekday primetime ITV schedule that saw the removal 

of News at Ten (and the 5:40pm Early Evening News) in favour of new 6:30pm and 
11pm news bulletins. The ITC undertook extensive audience research which found that 
the public preferred News at Ten to stay by a proportion of 5 to 3,2" but nonetheless 
granted ITV permission to axe News at Ten for a one-year trial period. The programme's 
demise in March 1999 coincided with an overhaul of news on ITV, which continued to be 
produced by ITN, but now branded on screen as ITV News. Trevor McDonald presented 
the new flagship /7V Evening News at 6:30pm, a one-minute news summary was 
broadcast at 10pm, and this was followed by the 20-minute /TV Nightly News at 11pm 
presented by Dermot Murnaghan. But these changes ultimately resulted in a 13.9% 
decline in overall viewing figures for ITV News." In 2000, the ITC ordered ITV to 
reinstate News at Ten to stem the ratings decline. The BBC then decided to cash in on 
the move by shifting its own long-running Nine O'Clock News to 10pm. McDonald 
returned to front the retitled /TV News at Ten in 2001, with a dual-presenting team of 
Dermot Murnaghan and Mary Nightingale replacing McDonald on the /7V Evening News. 
However, the haphazard scheduling of the revived 10pm bulletin ultimately led to its 
downfall. While the BBC's Ten O'Clock News was fixed at 10pm for six nights a week, 
the /TV News at Ten was broadcast for only three nights a week, allowing entertainment 
programmes to be broadcast past 10pm for the rest of the week. In addition, the 
programme was often delayed by overrunning entertainment programmes on the nights 
that it was scheduled for 10pm. This inconsistency led to the bulletin being 
unceremoniously dubbed News at When7524 


In 2003, ITV received approval from the ITC to axe the programme and replace it with 
the /TV News at 10:30, fixed at that time every weeknight. McDonald presented this 
bulletin from its launch on 2 February 2004 until his retirement on 15 December 
2005. Mark Austin became the programme's main host from January 2006. 


2008 to 2015: reinstatement to ITV schedules[edit] 


In October 2007, ITV chairman Michael Grade announced the return of News at Ten, 
following comments he made in March that the original removal of the programme was 
"a shocking mistake [that] damaged ITV more than anything else."“4 The bulletin 
returned with its original name on 14 January 2008, broadcast from Monday to Thursday 
at 10pm, with an 11pm bulletin titled The Late News airing on Friday evenings. The 
revived News at Ten saw the reintroduction of the dual-newscaster team, pairing new 
presenter Julie Etchingham with Trevor McDonald, who had temporarily come out of 
retirement. Etchingham and Mark Austin presented The Late News.“448 In March 

2009, The Late News was dropped in order for News at Ten to return to its traditional 


Monday-to-Friday 10pm slot, giving the programme a "consistent home at the heart of 
the schedule" .22! 


McDonald finally retired from News at Ten in October 2008 after hosting the 
programme's special US election coverage from Washington22 and was replaced by 
Mark Austin in November. Austin presented the /TV News at 6:30 simultaneously until 
he was replaced on that programme by Alastair Stewart.2 


News at Ten struggled to regain its high viewing figures following several years out of 
the 10pm timeslot, its 2008 return watched by 3.8 million viewers in comparison to 
4.9m for the BBC. However, the bulletin occasionally beat the BBC News at 10 in the 
ratings: an overrunning football match on BBC One helped deliver ITV 4.3m at 10pm; 
221 severe weather conditions on 2 February 2009 saw terrestrial TV news bulletins 
receive a boost in ratings and News at Ten was watched by 4.8m; and a week of 
special Britain's Got Talent semi-final programmes in May 2009 saw News at Ten beat 
the BBC with figures of 6.1m (26 May) and 6.4m (28 May), the latter being the 
programme's highest audience figure since 2003.23 


In November 2009, the famous Big Ben clock tower was removed from the programme's 
opening credits after concerns it alienated viewers outside London, but was ultimately 
reinstated to News at Ten's opening sequence following a further ITV relaunch in 
January 2013. From November 2009 onwards, the bulletin has been titled on screen 

as ITV News at Ten. 


2015-present: refocus on reputation[edit] 


As part of a move to enhance the reputation of ITV's news and current affairs output, 
251 News at Ten was restructured and redeveloped across a number of months: the new 
format launched in October 2015, placing more emphasis on analysis, context and a 
more "conversational" presentation style under new presenter Tom Bradby, former ITV 
News political editor;2# then the appointments of former BBC News journalists Robert 
Peston (as political editor) and Allegra Stratton (as national editor), who both reiterated 
in the press ITV's newfound intention to challenge the dominance of BBC News; and a 
refreshed set and opening title sequence in January 2016.24 


In November 2015, it was reported that tension had developed between senior figures 
at the BBC and ITV following comments made about the viewing figures for both 10pm 
news bulletins:22 prior to the News at Ten relaunch, Bradby commented on the powerful 
nature of BBC News during an interview with The Telegraph, saying that the scheduling 
of BBC One's 10pm news against ITV's News at Ten was not in the public interest and 
that the corporation should "mount a strategic retreat".22 On 2 November, the Daily 
Mail Online reported that News at Ten had added 500,000 viewers within three weeks of 
its relaunch,22 after which the BBC's Huw Edwards posted on Facebook that ITV should 
end its "creative handling of audience figures".22 A senior ITV News executive reported 
to The Guardian that the BBC's attitude "is such [that] they are trying to smash and 
crush us" and that the corporation's "arrogance has got to such a level." Nigel Dacre, 
editor of ITV News between 1995 and 2001, criticised the channel's use of "junction 
management", which involves the deliberate overrunning of the 99m programme so 
that viewing figures for News at Ten are inflated.22 


As an experiment to try and boost ITV's viewing figures at the 10pm slot, on Monday 27 
February 2017, News at Ten moved to 10.30pm for eight consecutive weeks to make 
way for new entertainment programme The Nightly Show.24 The bulletin returned to its 
original 10pm timeslot from 24 April 2017. 


For a number of weeks in the run-up to the 2017 general election News at Ten was 
extended by 15 minutes, pushing the late regional news to 10:45pm. 


On 3 January 2018, a fire alarm forced ITV News staff to evacuate the building during 
the live broadcast of News at Ten. By the time crew members were allowed into the 
studio, the following programme was already on air.22 


Theme music and opening sequence[edit] 


News at Ten is famed for its use of the Big Ben clockface, the headline "bongs" and the 
dramatic and familiar theme music, all retained and reworked into various guises across 
five decades. 221331 


From 1967 to 1992, its opening and closing themes were straightforward excerpts 
from The Awakening, a piece of library music composed by Johnny Pearson. In 1992, 
composer Dave Hewson was appointed to produce a new arrangement of The 
Awakening. Since April 1995, Hewson has produced several rearrangements of the 
famous theme for all ITV News programmes. 


The story of the adaptation of The Awakening was featured in an official TV tie-in book, 
although incorrectly referring to the title music as Arabesque: 


The tune is called Arabesque and was written by Johnny Pearson, who 
went on to write many other television theme tunes. The decision to 
use it was taken only at the last minute and after the first week it was 
nearly dropped. Viewers were complaining it was too harsh. A 
composer from Disney was called in during the first week to write a 
new theme tune. But an ITN sound mixer called Alfie Wilson wanted 
to stick with the old tune. He took the original recording 

of Arabesque to a nearby music studio and got it remixed—smoothing 
out some of the strident tones of the original. By the second Monday 
of News at Ten there was still no decision on which piece of music to 
use. Just before the programme started, editor Geoffrey Cox said, 
"Let’s go with what we’ve got for the time being." Alfie played his 
remixed version on air and that’s the one that was played five nights 
a week until a new arrangement of Arabesque was created for the 
revamp in 1992. 


—News at Ten: A Celebration, 1999 


The most memorable series of News at Ten title sequences launched in 1969: a camera 
pan across the Houses of Parliament and up the Westminster Clock Tower, followed by a 
sharp zoom into the tower clockface and the programme's name appearing on screen in 
time to the strident beats of The Awakening, with the headline "bongs" playing directly 
afterwards. (If the bulletin started significantly after 10pm, the "bongs" were dispensed 
with.) Further refreshes of the opening sequence continued to use this basic concept for 
several years afterwards, even after the introduction of computer-generated titles in 
1988 which incorporated a virtual flyover nighttime London. As part of the programme's 
1992 revamp, the familiar sequence was replaced by simple camera shots of the clock 
tower and ITN's headquarters. In 2008, News at Ten reworked its 1988 flyover sequence 
for its relaunch. The programme used the same opening titles as other ITV News 
bulletins from 2001 to 2004 and again from 2009 to 2016, all loosely based on elements 
established by News at Ten title sequences from its early days. In 2016, a new title 
sequence was introduced focusing more closely on the traditional image of the Big Ben 
clockface.24 


Awards[edit] 


News at Ten won its first award from the National Viewers and Listeners Association in 
August 1968.22 The programme has been honoured over the years by the 

prestigious RTS Television Journalism Awards, including the News - /nternational 
coverage award in 1997 and the coveted News Programme of the Year in 1998, 2010 
and 2014. 


The programme has received the BAFTA News Coverage award twice: in 2009 for their 
coverage of the 2008 Sichuan earthquake; and in 2010 for the 2010 Haiti earthquake. 


News at Ten has also won awards in the television/news programme categories at 
the International Emmy awards (2009) and the Plain English Awards (2010). 


Presenters[edit] 


hideLead presenter 


Year Presenter Notes 


2015- Tom Bradby 


hideDeputy presenter 


Year Presenter Notes 
2008- Julie Etchingham Lead presenter (2008-2015) 


hideOther presenters 


Year Presenter Notes 


2009- Nina Hossain ITV Lunchtime News lead presenter 


2015- Rageh Omaar International Affairs Editor 


1989-1992, 2009- Alastair Stewart 


hideFormer presenters 


1984-1987 Pamela Armstrong 


1967-1979 Reginald Bosanquet 


1967-1972, 1978-1991 Alastair Burnet 


2011-2012 Andrea Byrne 


2011-2015 Natasha Kaplinsky 


1982, 1989-1999, 2001-2004, 2008 Trevor McDonald 


1993-1999 Graham Miller (weekend sport) 


1993-1999; 2001 Dermot Murnaghan 


2008-2015 Mary Nightingale 
2001-2004 Nicholas Owen 


1968-1976 Leonard Parkin 
1980-1982 Selina Scott 
1990-2004 Julia Somerville 


1990-2004 John Suchet 


2012 Geraint Vincent 


2010, 2012-2014 Romilly Weeks 


2014-2015 Charlene White 
2000-2002 Kirsty Young 
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ITV Weekend News 


Genre National and International News 


Opening theme "Global Broadcast" 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language( English 


s) 
Production 

Producer(s) ITV News (ITN) 

Production ITN 

location(s) headquarters, London, England, U 
K 

Camera setup Multi-camera 

Running time 5 minutes (Morning and lunchtime) 


15 minutes (Evening and late-night) 


Production compa ITN, ITV News 


ny(s) 


Release 


Original network ITV, STV, UTV 


Picture format 1080i (HDTV 16:9) 


Audio format Stereo 


Original release 22 September 1955 - 


present 
Chronology 


Related shows ITV Lunchtime News 
ITV Evening News 
ITV News at Ten 


External links 


Website 


ITV Weekend News is the national news bulletins on the British television 
network ITV at a weekend, although it is often referred to on guides simply as ITV News. 
It is produced by ITN. 


History[edit] 


The three broadcasts which air at lunchtime, early evening and late-night feature British 
national and international news stories, as well as a round-up of the weekend's sports 
news. All are followed by a national and regional ITV Weather forecast. 


The /TV Weekend News is presented by a pool of on air staff from across the ITV News 
portfolio. 


Presenters[edit] 


hideCurrent presenters 
Year Presenter Notes 
2013- Jonathan Hill Wales at Six presenter 


2002- James Mates Europe Editor 


Lucrezia Millarini ITV News London presenter 


Rageh Omaar International Editor 


Kylie Pentelow Wales at Six presenter 


1986-1992, 2003— Alastair Stewart 
Good Morning Britain Political Editor 
Political Correspondent 


Charlene White ITV News London presenter 


hideFormer presenters 


Christopher Chataway 


1998-2006 Shiulie Ghosh 


1980-2003 Trevor McDonald 


2007-2009, 2011-2015 Lucy Meacock 


1993-2001 Graham Miller 


2005-2015 Steve Scott 


External links[edit] 


e ITV News at itv.com 
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ITV News at 10.30 | 


Also known as ITV News at Ten-Thirty 


News 
Genre 
Current affairs 
Presented by Trevor McDonald (2004-2005) 
Mark Austin 
(2005-2008) 
Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language(s) English 


Production 
Production ITN Studios, 
location(s) London, England, UK 
Editor(s) Deborah Turness 
Camera setup Multi-camera 
Running time 30 minutes 


Production company( ITV News/ITN 


s) 


Release 


Original network ITV 


Picture format 576i (SDTV 16:9) 


Original release 2 February 2004 - 
13 January 2008 


Chronology 
Preceded by ITV Nightly News 
(1999-2004) 
Followed by The Late News 
(2008-2009) 
Related shows ITV Lunchtime News 


ITV Evening News 
ITV Weekend News 


External links 


Website 


The ITV News at 10.30 was a flagship news programme on British television 

network ITV, broadcast on Monday to Sunday at 10:30pm, between 2 February 2004 
and 13 January 2008. It was produced by ITN. It was introduced into the ITV schedule as 
the /TV News at Ten-Thirty on 2 February 2004, following the demise of the /TV Nightly 
News. 


There was a twenty-five-minute broadcast of British national and international news, 
with a dedicated business, sports, and a review of the following morning’ newspaper 
front pages. It was followed by a five-minute round-up of news from the ITV regions 
around the United Kingdom. 


On Monday 27 February 2017, News at Ten moved to 10:30pm (as ITV News) for eight 
consecutive weeks to make way for new entertainment programme The Nightly Show. 
The Nightly Show finished on 21 April 2017 and ITV News At Ten returned to its usual 
time of 10:00pm from 24 April 2017. 


Overviewledit] 


Unlike its predecessors (/TV Nightly News, ITV News at Ten and ITV Weekend News), the 
programme ran at its regular time of 10:30pm every weeknight. Its main rival was 

the BBC Ten O'Clock News on BBC One, which consistently beat it in the ratings and was 
broadcast half an hour before it. Its other main rival was the BBC's other flagship 
evening news programme, Newsnight, on BBC Two. 


On Wednesday 31 October 2007, it was confirmed that ITV was planning to bring 
back News at Ten, with the presenter Trevor McDonald and the Sky News presenter Julie 
Etchingham. 


Presenters[edit] 


hideLead presenters 


Year Presenter Notes 
2004-2008 Mark Austin Deputy presenter (2004-2005) 
2004-2005 Trevor McDonald 


hideRelief presenters 


Year Presenter Notes 
2004-2008 James Mates Deputy presenter (2006-2008) 
2004-2008 Mary Nightingale 
2004-2008 Alastair Stewart 


hideSports presenters 


Year Presenter Notes 


2004-2006 Felicity Barr 


2004-2008 Nina Hossain 


2004-2006 Steve Scott 


2004-2007 Jonathan Wills 


RTS: Television Journalism 
News - International 
(The Beslan Siege) 
2005 


Preceded by 
BBC Ten O'Clock News: 
March into Kabul 


Succeeded by 
ITV News: Welcome To 
Baghdad 
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ITV News at 5:30 


ITV News opening sequence 


Also known as ITV Morning News 

(1988-2009) 
Presented by Various Newscasters 
Opening theme "News Centre" 
Country of origin United Kingdom 
Original language(s) English 


Production 


Production location(s) ITN Studios, 


London, England, UK 


Editor(s) Deborah Turness 
Camera setup Multi-camera 
Running time 30 minutes 
Production company(s) ITN 

Release 
Original network ITV 
Picture format 1080i (HDTV 16:9) 
Original release 15 February 1988 - 


21 December 2012 


Chronology 
Preceded by ITN World News 
Related shows ITV News at 1:30, 


ITV News at 6:30, 
ITV News at Ten, 
ITV News (Weekend) 


External links 


Website 


ITV News at 5:30 was an early morning news bulletin on the British television 
network ITV, which was broadcast from 1988 until 2012. It was produced by ITN. 


The 30-minute programme covered British national and international news stories, a 
brief business update, a look at the morning's newspapers and regular NBC 


News segments and broadcasts at 5:30 am every day. In the event of a major news 
story, they occasionally went live to the scene or crossed to the newsroom. 


History[edit] 


The programme began as the /TN Morning News on 15 February 1988 with the advent 
of 24-hour television on ITV. It originally ran for an hour from 5 am and was the first pre- 
subscription television outlet in Britain to broadcast regular segments from CNN. The 
first thirty minutes included a broadcast of the /TN World News, a bulletin intended for 
the international audience and composed solely of major world stories, and the second 
thirty minutes focused on national news stories. The practice of including the /TN World 
News as part of an "hour-long" ITN Morning News ended by March 1991, and the time 
slot was amended accordingly to 5:30 am. 


Some EPGs and TV listings referred to the programme as the /TV Early Morning News. 
On 2 November 2009 the /TV Morning News was renamed as simply /TV News to 
coincide with the re-branding of ITV News output. 


On 27 November 2012, it was announced that ITV is to axe the bulletin in favour of 
delivering content online for itv.com and extra resources to be put into creating a new 
foreign affairs unit. The programme last aired on 21 December 2012.4 


Newscasters (1988-2012) [edit] 


e lan Axton 

e Zeinab Badawi 

e Faye Barker 

e Richard Bath 

e Andrea Catherwood 
e Steve Clamp 

e Bob Crampton 


e Guy de Faye 
e Katie Derham 


e Ali Douglas 

e Steve Gaisford 
e Phil Gayle 

e = jon Gilbert 


e Alex Hyndman 
e Gwyn Jones 


e Jackie Kabler 

e Rachel McTavish 
e Joyce Ohajah 

e Nicholas Owen 

e Chris Rogers 

e Phil Roman 

e Salma Siraj 

e Alastair Stewart 
e John Suchet 

e Matt Teale 


e Owen Thomas 

e Denis Tuohy 

e Mark Webster 

e Charlene White 
e Tim Willcox 

e Sascha Williams 


Reporter[edit] 
e Yao Chin (2008-2012) 
References[edit] 
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e |TV News at itv.com 
e |TN.co.uk 
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ITV Nightly News 


ITV Nightly News opening sequence 


|Genre News 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language(s) English 


Production 
Producer(s) ITV News/ITN 
Production location(s) ITN headquarters, 


London, England, UK 


Camera setup Multi-camera 

Running time 20 minutes 

Production company(s) ITV News/ITN 
Release 

Original network ITV 


Picture format 


Audio format 


Original release 


576i (SDTV) 


Stereo 


8 March 1999 - 
19 January 2001 


Chronology 
Preceded by News at Ten 
(1967-1999) 
Followed by ITV News at 10.30 
(2004-2008) 


External links 


Website 


The ITV Nightly News was the nightly news programme on British television 

network ITV, produced by ITN and broadcast Monday to Friday at 11:00pm." The 20- 
minute bulletin, originally presented by Dermot Murnaghan, was introduced as part of a 
major overhaul of news on ITV that saw its 5:40pm Early Evening News and 

prestigious News at Ten programmes axed. 


These changes proved to be extremely unpopular with viewers and viewing figures 
declined. The /7V Nightly News was axed after less than two years and replaced by a 
reintroduced /TV News at Ten in order to halt the ratings loss. The revived 10:00pm 
bulletin followed the same 20-minute format as the /7V Nightly News, and although 
initially successful, eventually faltered in the ratings due to haphazard scheduling and 
delayed start times. The /TV News at Ten was replaced in 2 February 2004 by the /7V 
News at 10:30. In 14 January 2008, The Late News was properly reinstated to the ITV 
schedules. 


Presenters[edit] 


hideLead presenter 
Year Presenter 
1999-2001 Dermot Murnaghan 
hideRelief presenters 
Year Presenter 
Mark Austin 
Andrea Catherwood 
1999-2001 


Katie Derham 


Trevor McDonald 


Mary Nightingale 
Nicholas Owen 
John Suchet 


Kirsty Young 
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The Late News 


Genre News 

Country of origin United Kingdom 

Original language(s) English 
Production 

Production location(s) ITN headquarters, 


London, England, UK 


Camera setup Multi-camera 


Running time 30 minutes (approx.) 


Production company(s) ITN 


Release 
Original network ITV, STV, UTV 
Picture format 576i (SDTV 16:9) 
Original release 18 January 2008 - 


6 March 2009 
Chronology 
Related shows ITV News at Ten 
External links 


Website 


The Late News is a British late evening news programme that was broadcast 

on ITV television network on Friday at 11:00pm between 18 January 2008 to 6 March 
2009. It was produced by ITN. Currently the weekend late news programme on ITV is 
referred to as The Late News. 


The thirty-minute news programme, introduced alongside a revamped News at Ten that 
aired from Monday to Thursday, enabled ITV to air dramas and entertainment 
programming past 10:00pm on Friday evenings." The Late News was initially presented 
by News at Ten newscasters Mark Austin and Julie Etchingham. After two months, The 
Late News was realigned with ITV News branding and presented by one newscaster, 
although continued to be introduced by continuity announcers and billed in television 
listings as The Late News until its demise. Following an increase in viewing figures 

for News at Ten, ITV cancelled The Late News in February 2009 in order for the 10:00pm 
programme to air every weeknight at that time.” 


Presenters[edit] 


hideLead presenters 


Year Presenter 


Mark Austin 


Julie Etchingham 


hideOther presenters 


Katie Derham 


Lucy Meacock 
2008-2009 


Alastair Stewart 
Geraint Vincent 


Romilly Weeks 
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TV-am 


V-O 


= 


Genre Breakfast television 
Country of United Kingdom 
origin 


Original languag English 


e(s) 
Production 
Production Breakfast Television Centre, Camden 
location(s) Town, London 
Running time 3 hours and 25 minutes 


Release 


Original ITV 


network 


Original release 1 February 1983 - 


31 December 1992 


Chronology 


Followed by GMTV (1993-2010) 


External links 


tv-am.org.uk Website 


TV-am was a TV company that broadcast the ITV franchise for breakfast television in 
the United Kingdom from 1 February 1983 until 31 December 1992. The station was the 
UK's first national operator of a commercial breakfast television franchise. Its daily 
broadcasts were between 6 am and 9:25 am. 


Throughout its 9 years and 10 months of broadcast, the station regularly had problems 
resulting in numerous management changes, especially in its early years. It also 
suffered from major financial cutbacks hampering its operations. Though on a stable 
footing by 1986 and winning its ratings battle with BBC Breakfast Time, within a year 
further turmoil ensued when industrial action hit the company. 


Despite these setbacks, by the 1990s, TV-am's flagship programme Good Morning 
Britain had become the most popular breakfast show on UK television. tten 4 However, 
following a change in the law regarding TV franchising, the company lost its licence. It 
was replaced by GMTV in 1993. 


Foundation[edit] 


The Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA) announced on 24 January 1980 that in 
the next ITV franchising round it will offer a national licence for breakfast television. 
Eight applications were received and on 28 December 1980 the IBA announced that it 
had awarded the breakfast franchise to TV-am.# 


Although the initial launch date was set for June 1983, to avoid clashing with the 1982 
launch of Channel 4, the IBA allowed the station to bring forward its start date to 1 
February 1983 in response to the launch of the BBC service Breakfast Time two weeks 
earlier. 


This hurried start affected the company in two ways. Firstly, ITV had failed in its 
negotiations for royalties and rates for advertising on the new Channel 4 and the 
breakfast service with the actors' trade union, Equity. The union instructed its members 


to boycott the new station, which meant there was little or no revenue from advertising 
in the early days. 


Secondly, it was believed that the BBC's breakfast service would be highbrow, focusing 
on news and analysis, so TV-am had developed its new service to copy that. However, 
the BBC launched a lightweight, magazine-style programme that mimicked the style 
of United States breakfast television. With the launch of the BBC's Breakfast 

Time brought forward at short notice this gave little time for TV-am to redevelop its 
plans. 


TV-am was spearheaded by the 'Famous Five' who were not only lined up as presenters 
on the station, but were also shareholders: Michael Parkinson, David Frost (1983- 

92), Angela Rippon (1983), Anna Ford (1983) and Robert Kee. Esther Rantzen had 
originally been one of the station's 'star' line up of presenter/shareholders, but pulled 
out in 1981 after the birth of her third child; she and the company agreed that the early- 
morning starts would present a problem in her raising her child. She had also been 
persuaded by the BBC to continue producing and presenting That's Life! and conceded 
she did not want to give up the show, or worse, see it continue with another anchor.” 


There had been many difficulties for the other presenters in the run-up to launch. When 
the franchise was announced in December 1980, Angela Rippon's contract with the BBC 
was about to expire, and was not renewed as a result of her new employment. This left 
her seeking freelance work before TV-am went on air. Anna Ford was dismissed by ITN, 
which had been part of another consortium bidding for the breakfast contract. ITN had 
presented Ford as their female programme anchor as part of their bid, unaware that she 
was planning to defect to TV-am. ITN heavily criticised her disloyalty and said that her 
dishonesty had made their bid seem 'ridiculous’ to the IBA.“ ITN replaced Ford 

with Selina Scott, who herself landed a double blow to ITN when she defected to the 
BBC to present Breakfast Time towards the end of 1982. Michael Parkinson did remain 
with the BBC, who hoped to persuade him to stay as they had with Rantzen, but he 
finally left the corporation in 1982. 


TV-am's headquarters and studios were at Breakfast Television Centre, Hawley 
Crescent, Camden Town, London. Designed by Terry Farrell and converted from a 
former car showroom, Henlys Rover, the building included a number of large plastic 
eggcups along its roofline facing Regent's Canal; these eggcups also served as the 
programme's closing credits copyright year identifier, with all previous years also kept 
on-screen behind the current year. 


Programmes originally ran from 6 am to 9:15 am, with Daybreak, then Good Morning 
Britain (neither related to the 2010 and 2014 ITV shows of the same name, respectively) 
filling weekday mornings. This was followed by a 10-minute interval before the start of 
the regional ITV franchises at 9:25 am. This interval gave British Telecom time to 
manually switch the broadcast signals from TV-am to each regional ITV franchise while 
the switching process was converted to allow automatic switching, which was 
introduced gradually throughout the network. From the end of May 1983 the IBA 
extended TV-am's hours to 9:25 am to allow continuous programming, following 

which Good Morning Britain was reduced to a two-hour slot from 7 am to 9 am. The 

9 am to 9:25 am section was relaunched as a female-orientated lifestyle magazine 
segment titled After Nine. Although TV-am was a separate broadcaster occupying the 
ITV network channel during the morning, from the late 1980s the ITV stations extended 
their hours to 6 am to provide 24-hour television, handing over to TV-am at 6 am, which 
may have further fuelled the viewer's technically incorrect impression that TV-am was a 
programming slot within the ITV schedule. 


Difficult beginnings[edit] 


While the BBC's Breakfast Time was successful, TV-am's early ratings were 
disappointing. Its high-minded and somewhat starchy approach, summed up in chief 
executive Peter Jay's phrase "mission to explain", sat uneasily at that time of day, 
compared to Breakfast Time's accessible magazine style, which mixed heavy news and 
light-hearted features (famously moving cabinet ministers, after a serious interview, to 
help with a cookery demonstration). 


The first day of broadcasting included an hour of news in Daybreak, a short film and an 
interview with Norman Tebbit about the current level of unemployment, a live comic 
strip called The World of Melanie Parker; and Through the Keyhole. 


Within two weeks of the launch the ratings dropped sharply. From the start of 
March, Daybreak was reduced by 30 minutes and presented by Gavin Scott '® 


Good Morning Britain was moved 30 minutes earlier to start at 6:30 am, with Angela 
Rippon joining.~ A month after launch, the ratings fell again to just under 300,000. &% 


The company's weekend show presented by Michael Parkinson initially became the only 
success for the station, largely because the BBC did not broadcast on weekend 
mornings. The Saturday editions drew 1.5 million viewers. 


A boardroom coup ensued on 18 March 1983, when Peter Jay stepped aside 

allowing Jonathan Aitken to become chief executive of the station, after mounting 
pressure from investors who had demanded changes.2%#421 On the same day Angela 
Rippon and Anna Ford came out publicly to support Peter Jay, unaware he had already 
left. A month later both Rippon and Ford were sacked.22! A few months later, Anna Ford 
encountered Jonathan Aitken at a party in Chelsea; in a parting shot over the terms of 
her dismissal, Ford threw her glass of wine in the face of Aitken, saying of her action: "It 
was the only form of self-defence left to a woman when she has been so monstrously 
treated".“251 A couple of days later both Rippon and Ford started procedures to sue TV- 
am,2822 by October, the case was dropped after reaching an out of court settlement. 28 


A month later, cousin Timothy Aitken became chief executive of the station due to the 
IBA rules regarding MPs operating a television station.22 Parkinson ended up in lengthy 
talks with Aitken over the issues and the sacking of his two former colleagues, which 
resulted in him becoming a director of the company and joining the board of 
management. zueu 


On Friday 1 April 198322 (Good Friday) Roland Rat made his first appearance. Roland 
was created by David Claridge and launched by TV-am Children's editor Anne Wood to 
entertain younger viewers during the Easter holidays,1 which boosted the station's 
audience. Roland is generally regarded as its saviour, being described as "the only rat 
to join a sinking ship". During the summer, when Breakfast Time hosts Frank Bough and 


Selina Scott were off,2 Roland helped take the audience from 100,000 to over a million. 
[26] 


In early April 1983, David Frost was moved to the Sunday slot, and was replaced by 
sports presenter Nick Owen?!8! to front the Good Morning Britain show, with Anne 
Diamond joining from the BBC to become his co-presenter, six weeks later. 


At the same time, Greg Dyke was brought in as director of programmes to help overhaul 
the station's output.2222 During April, the live comic strip, The World of Melanie 
Parker was axed. 


On Monday 23 May 1983, TV-am's new look started.24 Daybreak was axed, with Good 
Morning Britain extending to start at 6:25 am. Commander David Philpott was moved to 


present the weather at the weekends only, with Wincey Willis becoming the new 
weekday weather presenter,22 and a host of new features were introduced: 


e History of Today by Jeremy Beadle 

e An exercise spot with Lizzie Webb 

e Cooking with a retired vicar called the Cooking Canon (Rustie Lee would later take 
over) 

e Fishing correspondent, "Codfather" George Vella 

e Nick Owen with Lynda Berry (later succeeded by Anne Diamond), reading out the 
newspaper bingo numbers. 


By the end of its first week TV-am's ratings had doubled to 200,000.13 


Its continued low audiences brought financial problems. The company was close to 
having its power supply disconnected - a London Electricity official arrived during a 
press conference with a warrant to cut off power for non-payment. On numerous 
occasions, the presenters failed to receive their monthly wages, while the local 
newsagent stopped supplying the station with newspapers due to lack of payment. The 
show spent the summer on the road, using the outside broadcast truck from various 
seaside resorts around the UK, and was presented by Chris Tarrant. 


Bruce Gyngell[edit] 


Australian business tycoon Kerry Packer took a substantial minority interest in the 
company, and in early May appointed his own chief executive, Bruce Gyngell, who was 
brought in to help make the company financially viable. Greg Dyke left with a few weeks 
of the appointment to take a new position with TVS.24 Ten days later, general manager 
Michael Moor also left the station.&= 


Gyngell pursued the same lightweight, populist approach that Dyke had forged to 
establish the station's viability, a model parodied later in a Guardian newspaper 
headline as 'Snap, Crackle and Pap’. The station overhauled its children's Saturday 
morning programme with Wide Awake Club, replacing Data Run and SPLAT as part of 
the cost-cutting by management.& 


The cost-cutting was brought sharply into focus in the Brighton hotel bombing on the 
Conservative cabinet in October 1984. The night before the terrorist attack, TV-am only 
had one crew covering the conference and that had been called back to London the 
previous night to cover a train crash in Wembley.22 When the blast occurred in the early 
hours, the BBC and ITN provided immediate coverage. TV-am's response was limited to 
a caption of reporter John Stapleton reporting over the phone,2# while the BBC were 
showing graphic coverage of the attack. Trade union agreements at the time meant 
that technical staff at the local ITV station TVS could not provide cover for another 
commercial television company, and TV-am's previous conflicts with ITN meant that the 
latter would not share its footage. 


The whole affair earned the company a severe rebuke from the IBA, who told the 
company to invest and improve its news coverage, or it would lose its licence. 


In an echo of the changes which had occurred in newspapers, Gyngell was determined 
to make use of technical developments in television in order to reduce staff and save 
money. He believed that the ease of use of modern broadcasting equipment meant that 
staffing levels could be reduced: ENG crews would no longer require a separate lighting 
technician (following a pattern familiar in Gyngell's native Australia), and technical 
personnel could be virtually eliminated. This brought him into conflict with the 


broadcasting trade unions, but gained him support from Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher and her government. 


Intra-industrial dispute[edit] 


On 23 November 1987, technicians at the station went on a 24-hour strike.2&4 

4 Management locked out the strikers, but stayed on air using non-technical staff to 
broadcast a skeleton service including (among other things) episodes of the American 
series Flipper, Batman and Happy Days; while secretaries manned cameras, Gyngell 
himself directed the show. Although shambolic at times, this schedule turned out on 
occasions to be more popular than former programming (although not what would have 
been allowed to broadcast under any other circumstances), !##erneeden In the hurricane- 
force storms that hit England in October that year electrical power to TV-am's studios 
was lost and an emergency programme had to be transmitted from facilities at Thames 
Television's Euston Road centre, using reports from TV-am's own crews and those 

of ITN, TSW and TVS. All this notwithstanding, the programme continued to thrive. 
Eventually, Bruce Gyngell fired all of the locked-out technicians, replacing them with 
non-unionised labour from around the world. 


In the years that followed, the station gradually found its feet again. By the early 1990s, 
operating with a significantly reduced staff, it was the world's most profitable TV station 
in terms of turnover. During this period the station became the most popular breakfast 
television service in the UK, as the BBC's Breakfast Time lost viewers. In 1986, the 
magazine-style Breakfast Time took on a more heavyweight approach, and in 1989 the 
BBC replaced Breakfast Time entirely with a more in-depth and analytical news format 
called Breakfast News, reminiscent of TV-am's original format. 


Law change and demise[edit] 


In 1990, changes in broadcasting law meant that commercial television franchises were 
no longer allocated on merit or potential, but rather through a blind auction, the results 
of which were made public on 16 October 1991. TV-am bid £14.3m, but was outbid by 
another consortium, Sunrise Television - renamed GMTV when it launched - which had 
bid £36.4m. Ironically, in the years following GMTV's launch, the group approached the 
ITC to retrospectively obtain a reduction in this fee,“ reducing it to a level below TV- 
am's original bid.4“2 


By February 1992, the first on-screen effects of the licence loss became obvious, with 
TV-am closing its in-house news service and contracting it out to Sky News for a one-off 
payment. Children's programming also suffered, with fewer appearances of Timmy 
Mallet, though Wacaday would continue to appear during major school holidays until TV- 
am's close. Another impact was the abrupt cancellation after just six weeks of the Chris 
Evans-hosted Saturday morning strand 7V-Mayhem, which had initially been 
commissioned for a 40-week run, and its replacement with presented-out-of-vision back- 
to-back cartoons strand Cartoon World on Saturdays from 8 am (extended to 7:30 am 
later in the year). 


Margaret Thatcher, whose government had introduced the change to the allocation of 
commercial television franchises (but who had by then been replaced as Prime Minister 
by John Major), famously wrote to Bruce Gyngell, apologising for being partly 
responsible for the loss of TV-am's licence. It read, in part: "I am ... heartbroken. | am 
only too painfully aware that | was responsible for the legislation."“" The letter was 
private but Gyngell made it public, which drew criticism from friends of the former 
Prime Minister. 


Closure[edit] 


The station's final broadcast ended on 31 December 1992 at 9:21 am. Credits over a 
black-and-white still of the station's cast and crew in the studio showed snapshot of 
their portraits as the screen faded ending with the caption: TV-am: 1 February 1983 - 
31 December 1992. 


This was then followed by a final commercial break in which there was no final 
appearance by the famous eggcups, although they made their last appearance on 
Wednesday 30 December 1992.'*! Instead, the final advert was for GMTV which began 
broadcasting the following day. 


At 9:25 am the other franchises that had lost their licences, Thames 

Television, TVS and TSW, began their final day's schedules and were replaced at 
midnight by Carlton Television, Meridian Broadcasting, and Westcountry 
Television respectively. 


The next day GMTV began at 6 am. While TV-am as an independent station had used an 
expensive, custom-built studio complex at Camden Lock, GMTV used studio space 
at The London Studios owned by one of GMTV's shareholders, LWT. 


The studios[edit] 


Breakfast Television Centre in Camden Town was sold to MTV Networks in 1993, with 
the famous eggcups still standing on the roof of the building beside the Regent's Canal. 
As well as being used by MTV for the production of its programmes, MTV Studios, as 
they were now known, were available for commercial hire within the TV industry. The 
TV-am lettering built into the fascia of the building was obscured - by being covered 
with discs - but were still partially visible until they were completely removed during 
further renovations in spring 2012. 


In 1999 a fire broke out in a video suite, causing extensive damage to the first floor and 
roof of the building. Production studios and offices were undamaged, as were the 
eggcups.2 


The rear of the studios after renovation in 2014. The "eggcups" are clearly visible. 


In 2011, MTV Networks applied for permission to make changes to the building, 
primarily to remove some of the studios - which were in decreasing demand following 
changes in MTV's scheduling and commissioning practices - and replace these with 
modern office space.“ The rear of the building, facing Regent's Canal, was repainted 
grey rather than blue, but the structure - and the iconic eggcups - remained in place. 
The front of the building was more extensively redeveloped during 2012-2013: the 
studio block, which had been the site of the original TV-am studios, was demolished and 
replaced with a new glazed-fronted office complex. The front 'courtyard'’ between the 


prior studio and office sections was renovated and reorganised, including the 
installation of a green wall. The office suite on the other side of the courtyard remained 
in place but was renovated, including the removal of the obscured-since-1993 'TVAM' 
lettering from the building fascia.“#42us015 MTV Networks continued to operate from the 
building during the rebuilding and renovation works, and following the construction of 
the expanded office space was able to move Comedy Central UK and Nickelodeon 

UK from their prior Central London office complexes to Hawley Crescent. 


Brand and programming[edit] 


In August 1993, TV-am plc became Crockfords plc, since 1995 known as Capital 
Corporation Ltd, a gambling company which is currently non-trading. 


"TV-am", the TV-am logo, and 15 registered trade marks are now owned 
by journalist lan White. 


The archive of TV-am programmes made between 1983 and 1992 was taken over by 
Moving Image Communications Ltd, which recruited AP Archive as exclusive licensor of 
the TV-am footage library. It's understood that the entire TV-am programme archive 
survived the franchise loss, and is actually completely intact for the entire daily run of 
broadcasting. As the AP Archive has over 10,000 hours of available TV-am material, this 
would in fact equate to a near 10 year run of a daily slot of around 3 hours of nearly all 
live programming, plus miscellaneous material, excluding the daily duration of 
advertising breaks. 


Presenters[edit] 


e Lisa Aziz, 1989-1992, newsreader, Now At Sky News. 

e Jeni Barnett, host Pick Of The Week, Postbag. 

e Adrian Brown, reporter, newsreader, presenter Good Morning Britain. 

e Gyles Brandreth, host Postbag. 

e Tania Bryer, 1992, weather presenter. 

e Kay Burley, 1985-1988, reporter, newsreader, presenter. 

e Peter Coé, 1984-1992, reporter, finance and business editor, newsreader, 
presenter First Report 

e Anne Diamond, 1983-90, Good Morning Britain, Anne Diamond on Sunday. 

e Moya Doherty, reporter, presenter, After Nine. 

e Diana Dors, 1983-1984, diet and later agony aunt. 

e Maya Even 1989-1992, began her television career at TV-am in 1987, first as a 
researcher in the political unit and then as a producer and reporter from 1989. 

e Tony Francis, 1986-1992, Saturday Sport. 

e David Frost, Good Morning Britain: 1983-1984 (The Sunday Programme: 1985-86), 
(Frost on Sundays: 1986-92). 

e jimmy Greaves, TV reviewer, presenter. 

e Michael Hastings, 1988-1992, Good Morning Britain presenter. 

e Gordon Honeycombe, 1984-1989, newsreader. 

e Jayne Irving, 1984-1989 ;News, Good Morning Britain, After Nine. 

e Ulrika Jonsson, presented the weather. 

e Derek Jameson, newspaper reviewer. 

e Hillary Jones, resident doctor, host After Nine. 

e Richard Keys, 1983-1990, Good Morning Britain; Sport; The Morning programme. 

e Robert Kee, early presenter, Daybreak 


Henry Kelly, 1983-1987, weekend Good Morning Britain presenter. 
Lorraine Kelly, October 1984 - 1992, reporter; Good Morning Britain. 

Rustie Lee, consistently appeared on the show in the cooking segment. 
Brian Moore, 1983-1986, Sport, Saturday Sport. 

Mike Morris, 1983-1992, Good Morning Britain ;Sport. 

Nick Owen, 1983-1986, presented Good Morning Britain alongside Anne Diamond. 
Michael Parkinson and Mary Parkinson, 1983-1984, weekend programmes. 
Eve Pollard, showbiz reporter. 

Angela Rippon, 1983, Daybreak, Good Morning Britain. 

Anneka Rice, 1985- 1987, guest presenter, Good Morning Britain. 

Caroline Righton, April-October 1987, presenter. 

Dick King-Smith, presenter, The Rub-a-Dub Tub. 

John Stapleton, reporter and presenter. 1983-1985. 

Kathy Tayler, 1989-1992, Good Morning Britain, After Nine. 

Chris Tarrant, roving reporter and host. 

Gordon Thomson, guest presenter, celebrity reporter. 

Lizzie Webb, aka 'Mad Lizzie’, fitness guru. 

Wincey Willis, 1983-1987, presented the weather. 


Children's programmes[edit] 


James Baker - Wide Awake Club. 

Tommy Boyd - Wide Awake Club. 

Mike Brosnan - Top Banana. 

Edwina Lawrie - Datarun. 

Timmy Mallett - Summer Run, Wide Awake Club and Wacaday. 
Michaela Strachan - Wide Awake Club and Wacaday. 

Arabella Warner - Wide Awake Club. 

Adam Wide - SPLAT 


Children's programmes[edit] 


Alvin and the Chipmunks (Ruby-Spears version only) 
Animals in Action 

Batfink 

Bill and Ted's Excellent Adventures (later went to air on Channel 4) 
Captain Planet and the Planeteers 

Captain N: The Game Master 

Care Bears 

Cartoon World (November 1991 - December 1992) 
The Charmings 

The Curiosity Show 

Data Run 

Data Squad 

Denver, the Last Dinosaur 

The Dick Tracy Show 

Dink, the Little Dinosaur 

Doug (later went to air on Channel 4) 


e Galaxy High 

e Jem (25 October 1986 - 31 December 1992) 
e Junglies (1992) 

e = Maxie's World 

e Nanny and the Professor 

e The New Archies 

e Pac-Man 

e Satellite City (1989) 

e The Shoe People (1987) 

e SPLAT 

e Super Chicken 

e Super Mario Bros. 

e Top Banana 

e TV Mayhem (1991, was axed after six weeks) 
e Wacaday 

e Wide Awake Club (1984 - 1989) 


See also[edit] 


e World in Action: After The Break. ITV 1988. 

e Storm in an Eggcup, BBC 1992. 221541 

e The Battle for Britain's Breakfast, BBC 2014 s56a 

e Book: Morning Glory: A History of British Breakfast Television By lan Jones 
e Book: Treachery?: Power Struggle at T. V.-A. M.' by Michael Leapman © 


See also[edit] 


e Timeline of TV-am 
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The following details are for the programmes that GMTV (Good Morning Television) 
broadcast on ITV. 


GMTV is the former breakfast television franchise for the UK's ITV network. It began 
broadcasting on Friday 1 January 1993 and finished on Friday 3 September 2010, being 
replaced by ITV Breakfast. 

GMTV{edit] 


GMTV 


GMTV 


Also known as 


Presented by 


Country of origin 


Original language(s) 


ail 


GMTV Today (2000-09) 


John Stapleton 
Penny Smith 

Ben Shephard 
Kate Garraway 


Andrew Castle 


Emma Crosby 
(See full list) 


United Kingdom 


English 


Production 


Production 


location(s) 


Running time 


Production company 
(s) 


The London Studios, 


London, England, United 


Kingdom 


Monday - Thursday, 
150 minutes 

Friday, 

235 minutes 


(includes adverts) 


GM 


(ITV Studios) 


Original network ITV (ITV Breakfast slot) 


Original release 1 January 1993 - 


3 September 2010 


Chronology 
Preceded by TV-am (1983-92) 
Followed by Daybreak (2010-14) 


1993-2000[edit] 


GMTV is the original brand for GMTV's weekday breakfast magazine programme from 
6:00 am. It included national and international news stories, regional news, weather, 
interviews, cookery and health features, human-interest and showbiz stories, and 
competitions. In spring 1993, shortly after the channel's launch, a separate news- 
focused programme was introduced between 6:00 am and 7:00 am, which in early 1994 
became The Reuters News Hour. The main 6:00-9:00 am programme remained 
named GMTV but as part of the show's new look for the millennium, this main 
programme later became GMTV Today. 


On 3 January 2000, GMTV relaunched and changed the names of each of their 
programmes. This now meant that the programme GMTV did not exist. This was then 
split up into The Newshour and GMTV Today. This titling for the programmes remained 
until January 2009 when GMTV relaunched. The first presenters were: 


e Eamonn Holmes 
e Anne Davies 

e Michael Wilson 

e Fiona Armstrong 


e Lorraine Kelly 
2009-2010[edit] 


GMTV underwent a major revamp on 5 January 2009, reverting to its original title,“ and 
incorporating the GMTV Newshour into the show as well. The show returned with a new 
set and new onscreen graphics. For the first time since the station's launch the logo was 
changed from the 'sun' logo. Despite the changes, the same theme music and headline 
beds were still used throughout the programme and nothing altered with the weather 
until 18 January 2010.2 However, on 9 March 2009, GMTV introduced new theme music 
and headline beds to its main programmes, replacing the previous music that had been 
in use since 2000. On 31 August 2009, GMTV saw the introduction of 3D graphics, 
graphic animations, through the use of a new system called VizRT, and a voice-over 
announcer to introduce presenters at the top of the hour. These were later slightly 
revised in October of that year. 


The show had previously been criticised for its poor journalistic approach although from 
2009 it took on a more confident approach, with 7-minute bulletins at the top of the 


hour, a detailed bulletin at half-past the hour, and the Top Stories at 15 and 45 minutes 
past each hour. These replaced the hour and half-hour bulletins which featured 
previously. 


Fiona Phillips and Andrea McLean left the show in late 2008.2 In November 2008 it was 
announced that Sky News business presenter Emma Crosby would replace Phillips, and 
the BBC's Kirsty McCabe would replace McLean as weather presenter. Aside from the 
new members of the team, previous presenters continued to present in their previous 
slots and, from August 2009, a voice-over at the top of the hour referred to the show 

as GMTV with ....© This continued until Penny Smith left on 4 June 2010, with the same 
presenters on air from 6:00-8:35/9:25 am. 


In November 2009, ITV plc took full control of the broadcaster after purchasing The Walt 
Disney Company's 25% share. 


e The editor of GMTV, Martin Frizell, quit his role, as Disney's share of the company 
was sold, and was replaced temporarily by Sue Walton.™ It was announced on 7 
May 2010 that former The One Show editor lan Rumsey would take on the role as of 
June 2010, with Paul Connolly as his deputy.2% 

e On 4 March 2010, it was announced that presenter and newsreader Penny Smith 
was leaving GMTV, with presenter John Stapleton being redeployed as special 
correspondent. 24221 

e On19 April 2010, it was announced that The One Show presenter Adrian Chiles was 
quitting his roles with the corporation, to join ITV on a six-year contract." 

e On 21 April 2010, it was confirmed that Ben Shephard was quitting GMTV after 10 
years, after earlier telling management he would not be renewing his contract. His 
two-year contract ended in April 2010; however, he stayed with GMTV until July 
2010." He then focused on a number of new projects with ITV and other channels.2*! 

e On 4 June 2010, Penny Smith left GMTV with John Stapleton presenting on location. 
From 7 June, Andrew Castle, Emma Crosby, Kate Garraway and Ben Shephard 
presented from 6 am-8.30 am with Stapleton taking on a new role of special 
correspondent and providing cover when the male anchors were absent. 

e On 11 June 2010 it was confirmed that Andrew Castle was quitting GMTV in 
September after 10 years with the company. 

e On 9 July 2010 it was confirmed that the GMTV programme would be axed in favour 
of Daybreak." 

e On 30 July 2010, Ben Shephard left GMTV, and from 2 August, Andrew Castle 
presented most days alongside Emma Crosby or Kate Garraway, with special 
correspondent John Stapleton providing cover. 

e GMTV came to an end on 3 September 2010, featuring Andrew Castle and Emma 
Crosby as hosts. 


GMTV with Lorraine(edit] 


GMTV with Lorraine 


GMTV Lorraine 


Also known as 


Presented by 


Country of origin 


Top of the Morning (1993) 
Quarter to Nine (1994) 
Nine O'Clock Live (1994-7) 
Lorraine Live (1998-2000) 
LK Today (2000-08) 


Lorraine Kelly 


United Kingdom 


Original language(s) English 


Production 


Production location(s) The London Studios 


Running time 


Monday - Thursday, 
55 minutes 


(inc. adverts) 


Production company(s) GMTV 


Original network 


Original release 


(ITV Studios) 


Release 


ITV (ITV Breakfast slot) 


4 January 1993 - 
2 September 2010 


Chronology 


Followed by Lorraine 
External links 


Website 


The show featured the latest fashion, food and celebrity gossip, hosted by Lorraine 
Kelly. There was also regular specialist guests, who made regular appearances. Due to 
Lorraine living in Scotland, Monday and Tuesday episodes were broadcast live, with 
Wednesday and Thursday's shows pre-recorded and broadcast as live. The show's 
target audience was women, therefore during events such as Fashion Week, the 
programme broadcast live from location with fashion expert Mark Heyes. 


History[edit] 


Lorraine Kelly first began presenting Top of the Morning in January 1993. In March 
when Fiona Armstrong walked out of the main GMTV show, Lorraine moved to 

the GMTV slot“4 and Fern Britton and Amanda Redington took over hosting Top of the 
Morning. Top of the Morning was produced by an independent production company.22 


In 1994 it was replaced with the GMTV-produced Quarter to Nine. In June 1994, Kelly 
went on maternity leave, but shortly afterwards she was sacked from the main 
presenting roles, She returned in November 94 to do a Mum and baby slot. This led to 
her becoming the main presenter of Nine O'Clock Live. The show proved so popular that 
it moved to the earlier 8:35 am slot and, by 1998, had been retitled Lorraine Live. 


The main guest host for Lorraine Kelly when she was ill or on holiday, was Fiona Phillips, 
but after the birth of Fiona's children, she shared the job with Andrea McLean. 
Occasionally when neither were available, guest hosts were drafted in like Dale 

Winton and Paul O'Grady. After 2008, once both Andrea and Fiona had left, guest hosts 
were drafted in. 


In January 2000, as GMTV rebranded to GMTV Today, and Lorraine's show changed its 
name to LK Today. 


As part of the later rebrand that took place at the start of 2009, the show again changed 
its title to GMTV with Lorraine, to coincide with GMTV Today changing back to GMTV. 
Lorraine moved for the first time into the main GMTV studio, instead of having her own 
part of the studio to host from. 


In November 2009, ITV plc took full control of the broadcaster after purchasing The Walt 
Disney Company's 25% share.“ 


The format of the show between January to September 2010 included Lorraine giving a 
brief introduction describing what was coming up on the show, before discussing the 
main stories from the morning's newspapers with a male and female reviewer. The 
show's first guests tended to be interviewed next; however, some days there would be 
money-saving advice from Martin Lewis or a fashion feature from Mark Heyes in that 
slot. A news summary was shown at 9:00 am presented by Penny Smith or Helen 
Fospero, followed by a brief weather summary from Clare Nasir or Kirsty McCabe. The 


chef who was appearing that week then cooked the dish for the day in the GMTV 
kitchen, before the final guests made their appearance. The competition that ran 
on GMTV also appeared throughout the show. The programme was sponsored 

by Matalan and Actimel. 


For 2010, the GMTV kitchen was introduced which would involve a chef appearing for 
the entire week cooking their dish at 9:00 am. The kitchen was set up in the area where 
the news desk was usually positioned, however, when GMTV moved to Studio 3, the 
kitchen faced a new look, and the position of it moved. 


In April 2010 to make GMTV's programming more consistent, GMTV with Lorraine began 
airing all year round, instead of breaking during school holidays, with guest presenters. 
For the first week of the school holidays, ITV News anchor Nina Hossain presented the 
show, with Ruth Langsford presenting the following week. 


On 9 July 2010, as well as the announcement that GMTV had been axed to make way 
for Daybreak, it was also revealed that Lorraine's new programme Lorraine would 
replace GMTV with Lorraine™ 


On 15 July 2010, Lorraine presented her last show before leaving, and throughout the 
summer holidays Fiona Phillips, Emma Bunton and Kirsty Gallacher each presented her 
show for two weeks. Myleene Klass presented the final week of the show. 


Newshounr(edit] 


Newshour was launched in March 1993, and was GMTV's weekday news-oriented 
breakfast programme, broadcasting for an hour from the start of GMTV's weekday 
broadcast at 6:00 am. From 21 February 1994 it was contracted out to Reuters, and by 
April the viewing figures had increased from 200,000 to just over 1 million.24 The 
programme included national and international news stories, regional news, weather 
and newspaper reviews, plus various guests, and was designed to be more serious than 
the lighter and more tabloid GMTV Today programme which followed. From January 
2009, the Newshour title was scrapped, and the programme was merged with GMTV 
Today to create one GMTV name again. The same presenters from Newshour continued 
to present the 6:00 am to 7:00 am slot until June 2010 (Penny Smith and John 
Stapleton) 


GMTV Today(edit] 


GMTV Today was GMTV's flagship weekday breakfast programme, comprising national 
and international news stories, regional news, weather, human-interest features and 
competitions. It was also designed to be more lighter and friendlier against 

the Newshour which preceded it. The original presenters were Eamonn Holmes and 
Lorraine Kelly. Kelly was replaced by Anthea Turner in 1994, but she left in December 
1996. From 1997, Fiona Phillips presented alongside Eamonn Holmes (Monday to 
Wednesday) and Andrew Castle and Kate Garraway (Thursday to Friday). In April 2005 
when Holmes left, he was replaced by relief and Entertainment Today presenter, Ben_ 
Shephard. 


When GMTV relaunched in 2009, it merged with the Newshour with Today to try anda 
recreate a more news-based content throughout the entirety of the show and create 
consistency. Part of the relaunch were due to the significant presenter changes. These 
included the departure of Fiona Phillips and Andrea McLean, who were replaced 

by Emma Crosby and Kirsty McCabe. The same presenters from Today continued to 


present the 7:00 am to 8:30/9:25 am slot until June 2010, and then 6:00 am to 
8:30/9:25 am slot until the demise of the show. 


Sunday Bestjedit] 


Sunday Best was GMTV's original Sunday magazine programme, launched in January 
1993. It was originally intended to be a Sunday edition of the regular weekday 
programme, featuring the regular lifestyle and human interest stories, interviews, and 
news bulletins. Originally it aired from 7:20 am-8:50 am and was hosted by Eamonn 
Holmes and Anne Davies. By the start of March it was moved to 6:30 am-8:00 am. 


However, as part of the station's relaunch in April 1993, Eamonn Holmes moved to 
become the main anchor of the weekday GMTV programme with Mike Morris replacing 
him. It was reduced to a 60-minute slot from 7:00 am-8:00 am, from 25 April 

1993. Sunday Best started to introduce more political aspects to the programme, and 
over time moved from being a general magazine programme to become a weekly 
political programme. Anne Davies, left the programme in January 1994 when the format 
started to change to increase the amount of current affairs. Mike Morris, left in mid 
September after being unhappy with the refocus of the programmes. Roy_ 

Hattersley was drafted in to present. 


The last programme was on 9 October 1994. It was suddenly replaced the following 
Sunday on 16 October 1994 by The Sunday Review (a 60-minute signed review of the 
week's news Which had been broadcasting since early 1993 under the name 
"Timeshift"), and The Sunday Programme, shortly after Mike Morris left GMTV, stating 
that Sunday Best was becoming too political for a Sunday morning.22 


The Sunday Programme(edit] 


The Sunday Programme was GMTV's political programme. It launched on 16 October 
1994231241251 as a replacement for Sunday Best, which was GMTV's original Sunday 
morning magazine. The programme aired between 7:00 am and 8:00 am, just after The 
Sunday Review (a 60-minute signed review of the week's news). 


It was originally presented by Alastair Stewart, who left in 2001, and Steve 
Richards took over. From 1995-2001, the programme was called Alastair Stewart's 
Sunday Programme, but this was changed when Alastair left in 2001. In 2008, the 
programme was quietly axed and replaced with children's programming. 


Entertainment Todayjedit] 


Entertainment Today was GMTV's entertainment round-up show on Fridays, designed 
to replace LK Today at the end of the week. It aired at 8:40 am. The programme was 
broadcast for 45 minutes, and included interviews with actors/actresses from upcoming 
movies and music performances. Presented by Ben Shephard and Jenni 

Falconer originally, as Ben started to present more during the week for GMTV, Michael 
Underwood was also introduced as a presenter. In 2008 the show was replaced by The 
Richard Arnold Show in July, which aired for six weeks. After the show's run, 
Entertainment Today didn't return, and instead the main GMTV Today show was 
extended to 9:25 am every Friday. 


The Richard Arnold Show(edit] 


The Richard Arnold Show first aired in the summer of 2007, as a replacement 

for Entertainment Today whilst it took a six-week break. It aired in the same slot 

as Entertainment Today; Fridays at 8:40 am. The programme was broadcast for 45 
minutes, and included TV related guests and entertainment features. The show returned 
again in the summer of 2008, due to the popularity, for another six-week series. GMTV's 
TV critic Richard Arnold was at the helm. The following week, GMTV Today extended its 
on-air time to 9:25 am, as it was decided that Entertainment Today would not return. 


Children's programmes[edit] 


Toonattik{edit] 
Main article: Toonattik 


Toonatik was the flagship children's strand of GMTV (known as CITV at weekends). 
It began on 5 February 2005 and was presented by Jamie Rickers and Anna 
Williamson. The strand aired on Saturdays and Sundays from 7:25 am until GMTV's 
closedown at 9:25 am. The original slot featured games, competitions and studio 
guests combined with the American imported cartoons. However, on 6 March 2010 it 
was reported that Toonattik and Action Stations! presenters Jamie and Anna would 
be made redundant, as part of ITV plc's buyout of Disney's 25% share in GMTV. So 
on Sunday 9 May 2010, Jamie and Anna departed and from the following weekend, 
the slot relaunched with out-of-vision presentation. From that point Toonattik also 
featured British cartoons. 


As of 12 March 2006, GMTV simulcasted Toonattik on the CITV channel during their 
allocated broadcast time, allowing younger Sky Digital, Virgin 

Media and Freeview viewers to access the show through the children's section of 
the EPG for the first time. Also, for the first time on the EPG it gave details for the 
programmes broadcast in the Toonattik time slot. 


Action Stations!{edit] 
Main article: Toonattik § Action Stations! 


Action Stations! was the flagship children's strand of the British breakfast 
television station, GMTV2 (branded as part of CITV). The slot aired between 
06.00am and 08.40am on the CITV channel. 


It began broadcasting on 13 March 2006 and was simulcast on both the CITV 
channel and ITV2; however, it moved to ITV4 on 17 March 2008, meaning that 
ITV2 could broadcast 24 hours a day. From June 7, 2010, ITV4 ceased 
simulcasting, meaning that from early June 2010, GMTV2 could only been seen 
on the CITV channel, again allowing ITV4 to broadcast 24 hours a day.24 


Originally, Action Stations featured the voices of Toonattik presenters Jamie 
Rickers and Anna Williamson in the form of robots with pre-recorded links in 
between cartoons, and was later voiced by Mike Rance as a spaceship captain. 
Between September 2009 and May 2010, the slot had the presenters presenting 
links from the Action Station's 'space base’. 


Action Stations featured characters Commander Action (David Kangas), 
Boogaloo (Serial #80064100) (Simon Fielding), Gribulous Bertnarg "Bert" 
Pimplewicks (Mike Rance) and Princess Akira, the ship's mechanic (Anna 
Singleton). These characters travelled the galaxy transmitting cartoons 'free to 


air' to the children of earth whilst trying to keep them from the clutches of the 
evil Dr Poopanski (James Hunt) who wanted to keep the cartoons for himself. 


Diggit/Digging' It{edit] 


Diggit/Diggin' It was one of GMTV's weekend children's programmes, which 
began on 14 March 1998 and replaced Wake Up in the Wild Room. It also 
replaced Disney Club on Sunday mornings. It was broadcast from 7:10am to 
9:25am on Saturdays and 8:00am to 9:25am on Sundays. Additional editions on 
bank holidays and summer holidays were shown under the name Diggit Extra. 


Initially the show was presented by Paul Ballard (known on screen as Des) 

and Fearne Cotton. On Des' weekends off, the show was often co-presented 

by Reggie Yates. In September 1998, they launched a search for a new 
presenter (similar to the one that discovered Fearne a few years earlier). Viewers 
had the chance to vote for a winner in December 1998; the winner was Jack 
Stratton. Jack co-presented with Des and Fearne on both shows for a time, 
before becoming a solo presenter of pre-recorded inserts on the Sunday show. 
He was asked to leave the show due to end of contract, and in 2000 Fearne also 
left to concentrate on her other CITV series, the reins being handed over 

to Laura Jaye and Victoria Hickson. Des left the show in 2002 and GMTV 
relaunched the show as Diggin’ Itin January 2003, including a giant puppet 
named "It". Laura and Victoria also left and were replaced with Liam 

Dolan (previously a presenter on CBBC) and Abbie Pethullis, with voiceovers 
from Phil Gallagher. 


From 2003 for the first time, Diggin’ /t were allowed to have its presenters 
discussing the weekend's line-up on C/7V every Friday afternoon. Liam Dylan 
was seen sending a Happy Birthday message to C/7V on 3 January 2003 on 
behalf of the Diggin'it team. The show was dropped on 30 January 2005 to make 
way for the merger of Diggin’ It and Up on The Roof into Toonattik. 


Saturday Disneyledit] 


Saturday Disney was GMTV's first children's programme, broadcast from 2 
January 1993 to 30 March 1996 on Saturday mornings. Initially presented 

by Stuart Miles and Pippa Ford-Jones, with other presenters including Tara Lynne 
O'Neill, was a mixture of Disney cartoons old and new, celebrity guests, games 
and features. The set featured a wonky house, an 'outside' area (which was in 
fact still the studio), a jail cell, and an area known as 'The splatter dome’. The 
entire set was deliberately cartoon-like in appearance. 


After around 5 months into the series, Pippa was suddenly dropped from the 
show. The reasons surrounding her departure are not clear. At first Stuart told 
the audience that "Pippa isn't here this week" and introduced Carmen Ejogo as a 
stand-in. Pippa never returned and was soon removed from the opening title 
sequence. However, some pre-recorded location items featuring Pippa were 
shown over the weeks after her departure. Carmen remained as the female 
presenter on a permanent basis, and after the departure of Stuart, become the 
sole presenter until the show's later demise. 


Disney cartoons were the main staple, of which the show was built around. 
GMTV came under criticism for extending the show's running time in early 1993. 
After just 3 months in April 1993, GMTV replaced Teen Win Lose Or Draw which 
ran from 8.50 - 9.25am with a newly imported cartoon Darkwing Duck which ran 
under the Saturday Disney strand. It was said that GMTV were putting ratings 


and advertising revenues before educational values. In May 1995 the series was 
reduced to finish at 08.50 to allow Mighty Morphin Power Rangers to be shown. 


Wake Up in the Wild Room{edit] 


Wake Up in the Wild Room was a children's programme broadcast from 13 
April 1996 to 7 March 1998 on Saturday mornings. Produced in partnership with 
Disney, it was presented by Dave Benson Phillips. The grand finale at the end of 
the show had a game where contests had to pick a number from the Big House 
(e.g. number 5 was a window, number 9 was a roof) but would have to watch out 
for traps which could result with a pie being thrown in their face by resident pie 
thrower Gary The Ghost, who wore white ghost makeup and a milkman's 
uniform. Gary also pied various celebrity interview guests, most notably Donna 
Air, who had uttered a word which had been deemed taboo for that episode's 
duration. 


The Disney Club{edit] 


The Disney Club started on 3 September 1989 and was produced by Scottish 
Television, and went out on Sundays at 9:25 am. The programme mainly 
broadcast from September - April, taking a spring and summer break. 


Original presenters 1989 - 1994: 


e Andrea Boardman 
e john Eccleston 

e Richard Orford 
Paul Hendy 


In January 1993, the series was moved to also broadcast on GMTV and 
overlapped past 9:25 am cut off time. It continued to be produced by Scottish 
Television, which was one of the owners of GMTV at the time. By September 
1993 the series had moved back to 9:25 am, with Jenny Powell replacing Andrea 
Boardman. A new programme called Disney Adventures with Andrea Boardman 
filled the time slot instead. When the series returned on the 4 September 1994, 
the series had once again moved back to broadcast during GMTV overlapped the 
9:25 am cut off time, by starting at 8 am. Philippa Forrester and Craig 

Doyle joined the team. 


The last series from September 1997 became two separate Disney blocks, but 
presented by the same people, with a name change taking place on 25 
September. The series finished on 26 April 1998,22 replaced by Diggit. 


Presenters 1995 - 1998: 


e Paul 'Des' Ballard 

e Fearne Cotton 

e Reggie "Robbie" Yates 
e Emma "Roo" Kent 

e Wendy Glenn 

e Craig Doyle 

e Philippa Forrester 

e Sam and Matt Kennard 
e Jocelyn Barker 


e Yvette Fielding 
Up on the Roofjedit] 


Up on the Roof was one of GMTV's children's slots, presented by Jamie Rickers, 
broadcast from 2002 to February 2005 on Saturday mornings. It was regularly 
broadcast on Sundays only from around 8:15 am straight after Diggit/Diggin' 

It until 9:25 am when GMTV handed over to CITV. The cartoon series that were 
shown were mainly those that featured such action animated programmes 

as He-Man, Spider-Man and Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. Up on The Roof came 
to an end on Sunday 30 January 2005 and was replaced by Toonattik from 5 
February, broadcast on both Saturdays and Sundays. 


Parkin's In{edit] 


Parkin's In was a children's programme presented by Simon Parkin. The series 
only appeared during school holidays including half term, usually from 8:35 am 
to 9:25 am. It was filled with cartoons, guests and Mr Motivator. During the early 
years additional programmes were produced for Scotland only, due to different 
holidays. The series ended by 1996. 


Programmes[edit] 


e Maxie's World (1993-1995) 

e Jem (1993 - November 1, 1994) 

e Captain Planet and the Planeteers 
e VR Troopers 

e The Legend of Zelda 


The Super Mario Bros. Super Show! 
e Mighty Morphin' Power Rangers 


Pre-school programmes[edit] 
Rise and Shineledit] 


Rise and Shine was GMTV's very first Saturday morning children's series, 
starting on 2 January 1993. It was presented by Kate Weston and Paul 

Zerdin along with Paul's puppet character Sam. The series was aimed at younger 
kids and was broadcast between 4-8. It featured cartoons and programmes such 
as Count Duckula, Rosie and Jim and Muppet Babies. In 1995 the series was 
axed. 


The Fluffy Club{edit] 


The Fluffy Club was GMTV's pre-school programming slot which aired every 
Monday-Friday on the CITV channel between 8:40 am and 9:25 am as part 

of GMTV2 and every Saturday and Sunday morning from 6:00 am to 7:25 am on 
ITV. It was presented by Emma Lee (who replaced original presenter Mandisa 
Taylor in March 2010) and puppet fluffy duckling ‘Tiny Little Fluff’ (who is seen in 
the show's logo). The slot launched in September 2008 replacing Wakey 

Wakey! and featured a combination of both home-grown and American imported 
programmes. 


Our House{fedit] 


Our House is a children's programme from 1997, created by Scottish Television. 
The series was about Granny Banana and her grandkids Lizzie and Jack. The 
series was also broadcast outwith GMTV, on Scottish and Grampian Television 
albeit in Gaelic, and was renamed "Granny Bananay". 


Wakey! Wakey!{edit] 


Wakey! Wakey! was GMTV's pre-school slot which ran every weekend morning 
on CITV, GMTV, and GMTV2 from 6:00 am to 7:25 am. It was originally presented 
by Kerry Newell (of Fun Song Factory fame) and was later replaced by 

former CBeebies presenter Sue Monroe from 2006. Before Wakey! Wakey!, 
Toonattik ran the pre-school slot for the first half of 2005 with pre-recorded 
voiceovers with Jamie and Anna taking over from 07.25am. In January 2009, the 
show was relaunched as The Fluffy Club. 


Other programmes[edit] 


A number of other programmers were broadcast on GMTV including Barney & 
Friends, Bug Alert, Bananas in Pyjamas, Fun Song Factory and Jellikins 
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For the former ITV Breakfast programme of the same name, see Daybreak (1983 TV 
programme) 


Daybreak 


Daybreak final logo used from September 2012 


Created by ITV Breakfast 


Presented by Adrian Chiles 


Christine Bleakley 


Kate Garraway 


Country of origin 


Original language 
(s) 


Production 


location(s) 


Running time 


Production comp 


any(s) 


Original network 


Picture format 


Original release 


Preceded by 


Followed by 


Related shows 


Matt Barbet 
Ranvir Singh 
Lorraine Kelly 
Aled Jones 


(See full list) 


United Kingdom 


English 


Production 


The London Studios 


150 minutes 


(includes adverts) 


ITV Breakfast Limited - part of (ITV 


Studios) 


Release 


ITV (ITV Breakfast) 


1080i HDTV 


6 September 2010 - 
25 April 2014 


Chronology 


GMTV (1993-2010) 


Good Morning Britain (2014- 


present) 


Lorraine (2010-present) 


External links 


Website 


Daybreak is a British morning television programme which was broadcast on ITV from 
6 September 2010 to 25 April 2014." Daybreak replaced GMTV, which aired its last 
weekday edition on 3 September 2010. Daybreak launched three days later.” 


In March 2014, ITV announced that the show would end later in 2014 to be replaced by 
the launch of Good Morning Britain. The original Good Morning Britain programme, was 
the UK's first commercial weekday breakfast television programme broadcast by the 
then Channel 3 breakfast franchisee TV-am.®! Good Morning Britain made its relaunch 
on 28 April 2014.42) 


History[edit] 


Daybreak 


Daybreak logo (January-September 2012) 


The decision to replace GMTV with Daybreak followed the full takeover of GMTV by ITV. 
51 Daybreak and Lorraine made up the weekday output of ITV Breakfast. At weekends, 
children's programming filled this slot. An advertising campaign, promoting the new 
show, started on 23 August, with short break-bumpers in between the start and end of 
an advertisement break, broadcast during the evening schedule of ITV. 


Pre-launch[edit] 


An advertising campaign, promoting the new show, started on 23 August, with 

short break-bumpers in between the start and end of an advertisement break, 
broadcast during the evening schedule of ITV1. Adverts featuring presenters Adrian 
Chiles and Christine Bleakley were broadcast throughout the day from 31 August 2010. 
t Chiles and Bleakley presented The One Show on BBC One together for nearly three 
years” before leaving in 2010 to join ITV.“ 


First edition[edit] 


The first edition of Daybreak was broadcast on 6 September 2010 with ex-hosts Chiles 
and Bleakley introducing viewers to the new set and admiring the view from the 
window. It included an interview with Tony Blair?” and a lead story by John Stapleton on 
the collapse of the Farepak Christmas savings club in 2006.44 Views of regional 
locations around the United Kingdom were broadcast as well as a tour of the studio. The 
press offered a mixed reception to the first show.22 


Transition from ITV Breakfast to ITV Studios[edit] 


In March 2011, ITV announced that it was incorporating Daybreak into its ITV 
News operation as part of a management restructure.“ In July 2011 it was announced 


that production of the show, along with that of sister programme, Lorraine would be 
taken over by ITV Studios.“4 As the show approached its first anniversary on air, it was 
announced that its editor, lan Rumsey had resigned.25! 


In August 2011, This Morning executive Karl Newton was being charged with the 
transition to ITV Studios and is revamping the show to give it "one last throw of the 
dice" to boost its ratings.“ On 2 September 2011, ITV announced that former BBC 
Breakfast chief, David Kermode, currently editor of 5 News is to take over as editor of 
the programme from 1 December 2011, heralding a major revamp to the presenting 
team and the format.22221 On 6 September 2011, the show celebrated its first 
anniversary on air. On 8 December 2011, Paul Connolly the deputy editor 

of Daybreak“ had departed from the programme.22 


Relaunch[edit] 


On 12 December 2011, it was reported that Daybreak will target 'hassled mums' as part 
of its refreshed focus,24 format changes and a new presenting team were expected to 
be introduced in April 2012; however these plans have been delayed. On 26 April 
2012, it was reported that ITV was to move Daybreak to the studio currently used by 
sister programme Lorraine.’ 


On 19 November 2011, it was reported that original presenters Adrian 

Chiles and Christine Bleakley had been axed.2# Chiles confirmed that they were to 
depart from the programme in the New Year, however they left the show on Monday 5 
December 2011 stating that "we were assured we could go with our dignity intact." resa 
271 Dan Lobb and Kate Garraway took over on an interim basis until new presenters were 
announced.22 On 8 December 2011, ITV chief executive Adam Crozier defended the 
decision of hiring Chiles and Bleakley, saying it was necessary to "take a risk".22 


On 4 May 2012, Aled Jones and Lorraine Kelly were confirmed by ITV as the new 
permanent presenters,&4 Jones said "I am thoroughly looking forward to sharing the sofa 
every morning with such a consummate professional as Lorraine Kelly." 218211831341 


On 28 May 2012, Ranvir Singh announced she was leaving BBC North West Tonight to 
join Daybreak, where she will present the first hour of the programme.®2 On 11 June 
2012, 5 News presenter Matt Barbet was confirmed as Singh's co-presenter.2 


On 28 August 2012, it was confirmed Singh would become the newsreader following the 
first hour of the programme and that BBC Weather presenter Laura Tobin was joining 
the programme.“24 Garraway would present Daybreak on Fridays and cover for full-time 
host Lorraine Kelly in a new two-year contract.2# 


On 28 August 2012, the new Daybreak logo was unveiled.2 The revamped format was 
launched on 3 September 2012, this was greeted with a mixed reaction from viewers on 
social media, with some newspapers reporting that viewers reacted negatively to the 
"old fashioned" garish set. However, some viewers liked the change and praised the 
step back to the original GMTV format which the core audience had asked to return. The 
Sun Newspaper columnist Ally Ross said that the show was ‘just like GMTV, in all but 
name'.“244 Like the first edition of the show, the relaunched format led with a report on 
the state of school buildings.“2 Despite the changes to the ailing format, the first edition 
of the new look show drew only 600,000 viewers.“ Throughout September 2012, the 
programme averaged around 700,000 viewers, as viewers begun to warm to the 
original GMTV style format and new presenters. In October 2012, ratings continued to 
average at 700,000 viewers, occasionally peaking at 800,000 viewers.“ 


On 15 February 2014, Kelly announced she was to leave Daybreak later in the year. She 
had signed a new contract to now present Lorraine each Monday to Friday.“ 


On 4 April 2014 (three weeks before the Daybreak finale), Barbet co-presented for the 
final time, which made him the fourth presenter to leave the show after Chiles, Bleakley 
and Lobb. On 10 April, Kelly presented her final Daybreak before her Easter break, to 
concentrate on her own programme Lorraine, as part of a new contract she was offered. 
On 25 April, Daybreak came to an end, hosted by Jones and Garraway. 
Presenters[edit] 


Main article: Daybreak presenters and reporters 


e A dark grey cell indicates the host did not appear that year 


Daybreak & The Daybreak NewsHour 


Rol 
S enle Ce 
2010 2011 (January - ‘°°Pt 2013 | 2014 
August) December) 
Main Kate Garraway 
presenter 
Main John Stapleton 
presenter 
Showbiz : 
correspondent Ross King 
Health Editor Dr Hilary Jones 
Chief 
Corresponden Richard Gaisford 
t 
Mam Adrian Chiles Aled Jones 


presenter 


Main 


Christine Bleakley Lorraine Kelly 
presenter 
Tan Dan Lobb Matt Barbet 
presenter 
WEST Tasmin Lucia-Khan Ranvir Singh 
newsreader 
Weather Kirsty McCabe Laura Tobin 
Weather Lucy Verasamy Alex Beresford 
Entertainment Steve Hargrave Richard Arnold 
Format([edit] 


Daybreak was a news, lifestyle and entertainment magazine programme interspersed 
with celebrity interviews, consumer and health items and reports from locations around 
the UK. 


6 am - 7 am (The Daybreak Newshour)[edit] 


Matt Barbet and Ranvir Singh presented the 'Daybreak Newshour’. The presenters also 
talk to guests and review the front pages of the newspapers throughout the hour.“ John 
Stapleton, Helen Fospero or Louisa James act as stand-in presenters for this section of 
the programme. 


7 am - 8:30 am (Daybreak) [edit] 


Aled Jones and Lorraine Kelly presented the main part of the show from 7 am until 
8:30 am. Focusing on human interest stories, showbiz gossip and lifestyle features. 
News, Sport and Weather updates were presented by Ranvir Singh, Laura Tobin along 
with a team of correspondents and experts.“ Kate Garraway, Matt Barbet or John 
Stapleton were stand-in presenters for this section of the programme, with Barbet 
occasionally presenting the whole show from 6 am until 8:30 am. Helen 

Fospero occasionally presented the show on a stand-in basis. 


News[edit] 


The news bulletins were presented by Ranvir Singh (or Helen Fospero or Louisa James if 
Singh was not present)#! from the Daybreak Newsdesk at 7 am and 8 am with headlines 
at 7:30 am and again at 9 am on sister show Lorraine® Reports are presented by 
members of the programme's news team. 


News review[edit] 


Some mornings, the main headlines on the front pages and articles from the inside of 
the morning newspapers are discussed with two guests on the programme. This was a 
regular feature between September 2012 and Summer 2013, but has recently become 
an occasional feature, although the front pages are always shown by Matt 

Barbet. Victoria Derbyshire, Kevin Maguire, Martel Maxwell and Michael Portillo are 
occasional newspaper reviewers, they often feature on sister show Lorraine to discuss 
the main newspaper headlines at 8:35 am.&4 


National weather[edit] 


The national Daybreak weather forecast by Laura Tobin = was presented at around 

6:08 am, 6:25 am, 6:55 am, 7:25 am, 7:55 am and 8:25 am. In December 2010, the 
programme featured extensive coverage of the severe winter weather affecting much of 
the UK. Previously the forecast was presented outdoors via a terrace. A news ticker was 
introduced to provide updates on transport information during the blizzards that 
affected much of the country's transport infrastructure at the time. Sometimes the 
forecasts are shot from an outside location, such as Leeds Castle or Epsom Downs 
Racecourse. 2! 


Entertainment[edit] 


Los Angeles correspondent Ross King presented all of the latest news from Hollywood. 
Showbiz editor Richard Arnold" presented the showbiz updates on Daybreak at 7:50 am 
weekdays. Items range from music News, celebrity gossip and interviews.=) 


PoliticS[edit] 


Political editor Sue Jameson presented the politics news on Daybreak often as part of 
the news updates at the top of the hour. She also appeared on the Daybreak sofa and 
went live to Westminster or Downing Street for the Breaking News stories. 


Financialf{edit] 


Martin Lewis™ is a money saving expert who gave financial advice to viewers ranging 
from Gas, Electricity, Credit Cards, Insurance, Holidays, Savings, etc. He usually 
appeared on the show on Thursdays. 


Health[edit] 


Daybreak's health editor Dr Hilary Jones™ presented the health articles and gave 
viewers advice on medical problems such as weight issues, contraception, surgery and 
cancer. 


Reception[edit] 


Daybreak was nominated for a National Television Award in the "Magazine Programme 
of the Year" category for 2011," but failed to make the final shortlist. 
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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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Daybreak was a short-lived early morning news programme, on the former United 

Kingdom breakfast station TV-am. It originally ran from 06:00 to 07:00 with an emphasis 
on news stories. The first edition was broadcast on the TV-am launch date of 1 February 
1983. Daybreak was presented by Robert Kee and Angela Rippon who both took turns in 


presenting. As TV-am's viewing figures fell rapidly after its launch, and major shake ups 
took place. 


Daybreak was cut back to 30mins from 28 February 1983. Robert Kee and Angela 
Rippon were both replaced, with Gavin Scot (Weekdays) and Lynda Barry (weekends)#21 


Daybreak was then cut to only 15mins, as well as moving to a green screen studio. 
Daybreak was axed on Monday 23 May 1983. 


The name was revived in 2010 for ITV's replacement for GMTV, It lasted for four years. 
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Good Morning Britain 


Genre Breakfast television 


programme 


Directed by Nicholas Ferguson 


Presented by Richard Keys 


Anne Diamond 


Nick Owen 
Wincey Willis 
Theme music Jeff Wayne 
composer 
Opening theme "Good Morning Britain" 
Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language(s) English 


Production 
Production Breakfast Television Centre 
location(s) 
Running time 150-minutes 


Production company( TV-am 


s) 


Distributor ITN 


Original network TV-am (ITV) 


Picture format SDTV (480i 4:3) 
PAL (576i 4:3) 


Original release 1 February 1983 - 


31 December 1992 


Chronology 
Followed by GMTV (1993-2010) 
Related shows Daybreak (1983 TV 
programme) 


Opening shot of the programme from 1986. This shows the main set, and (from left to right) 
presenters Richard Keys, Anne Diamond, Nick Owen and Wincey Willis. The on-screen clock can 
be seen at the bottom-right. 

Good Morning Britain was TV-am's flagship breakfast television show, broadcast on 
weekdays from February 1983 until the franchise ended in 1992. It had many different 


presenters throughout its run but the most enduring pairing was Anne 
Diamond and Nick Owen. 


From a slow start, which almost led to the closure of the channel, Good Morning 
Britain became very successful and ultimately achieved impressive ratings.” According 


to one presenter Mike Morris they estimated to have interviewed over 30,000 guests on 
the sofa throughout its run. 


The studio buildings in Hawley Crescent would later be acquired by MTV, and ultimately 
used as Viacom Media Networks’ offices. 


The TV-am programme archive, including Good Morning Britain, is understood to be 
nearly completely intact. 


Overview[edit] 


Good Morning Britain had a mixture of news and current affairs, weather, cartoons, 
music and many popular guests of the time. It also featured a popular exercise section, 
hosted in the early days by Michael Van Straten and Jackie Genova, and then more 
famously by "Mad Lizzie" Webb. The news was provided in-house by TV-am but 
following its loss of the licence the news provision was contracted out to Sky News. 


In its heyday, the programme would feature large outside broadcasts throughout 
the European winter/Australian summer from Bondi Beach in Australia, renaming the 
show G'Day Britain. 


Other presenters of the show included Chris Tarrant, Anneka Rice, Richard Keys, Kathy 
Tayler, Lorraine Kelly, Jayne Irving, Dynasty star Gordon Thomson and initially, David 
Frost, Anna Ford, Michael Parkinson and Angela Rippon. 


Weekday schedule for presenting[edit] 


Years Presenters 


February-April 
1983 


David Frost with Anna Ford 


April 1983 Nick Owen with Angela Rippon 


April-June 1983 Nick Owen with Lynda Berry 


June 1983 - 1986 | Weekdays: Nick Owen and Anne Diamond or John Stapleton 
August 1986 Adrian Brown®! and Anne Diamond 


early 1987 Mike Morris and Anne Diamond or Richard Keys and Anneka Rice 


1987-1988 


GMB Newshour (0600-0700) with Richard Keys or Mike Morris 


GMB Main Show with Richard Keys or Mike Morris and Anne 


Diamond 


1988 


The Morning Programme (0600-0700) with Richard Keys 


GMB with Mike Morris and Anne Diamond 


1988-1989 


The Morning Programme (0600-0700) with Richard Keys 


GMB with Mike Morris and Lorraine Kelly/Kathy Rochford or Kathryn 
Holloway 


1989 
1989-1992 


The Morning Programme (0600-0700) with Richard Keys 


GMB with Mike Morris and Kathy Tayler 


The Morning Programme (0600-0700) with Richard Keys 


GMB with Mike Morris and Lorraine Kelly 


Weekend schedule for presenting[edit] 


Years Presenters 


1983-1984 Michael Parkinson with Mary 
Parkinson 


June 1983-June 
1985 


Toni Arthur and Henry Kelly 


June 1985 - 1987 Mike Morris or Richard Keys 


1987-1989 Geoff Clark 

sw | Ulrika Jonsson 

1991-1992 Mike Morris and Lorraine Kelly 
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After Nine is a programme on the former United Kingdom Breakfast Television 

Station TV-am. It ran from 09.00 until 09.25 during term time, finishing the day's 
broadcasting for TV-am. It concentrated on lifestyle issues such as fashion and health, 
and originally was presented by Jayne Irving and latterly by Kathy Tayler. It generally 
finished with a workout by Lizzie Webb, the station's fitness expert. After Nine ran from 
1985 until shortly before Christmas 1992. 


The final broadcast of TV-am on Thursday, 31 December 1992 ended with closing 
announcement, and these last words from Mike Morris: "We've enjoyed your company, 
but from TV-am sadly, we have to Say it finally, thank you and goodbye." 
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The Agenda with Tom Bradby 


THE AGENDA 


Former title card 


‘Genre Politics 


Current affairs 


‘Directed by Rob Hopkin 


Presented by Tom Bradby 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


No. of series 9 


No. of episodes 84 


Production 


Executive producer Chris Shaw 


(s) 


Producer(s) 


Production 


location(s) 


Running time 


Original network 


Picture format 


Original release 


ITN Productions for 


ITV News & Current Affairs 


The Hospital Club 


The London Studios (2016; 2 


episodes) 


30 minutes (2012-14) 


45 minutes (2015—) 


60 minutes (2016; 2 episodes) 


(inc. adverts) 


Release 


ITV 


16:9 


27 February 2012 - 


28 November 2016 


Chronology 


Related shows ITV News, 
Exposure, 
On Assignment, 


Tonight 


External links 


Website 


The Agenda is a political discussion programme on British television network ITV, 
broadcast on Monday evenings from 10.45pm. The programme is presented by ITV 
News anchor Tom Bradby and was first broadcast on 27 February 2012. 


In each episode, Bradby is joined by four guests to discuss the biggest news stories of 
the previous week and then talk about the week ahead. Guests have included David 


Cameron, Nick Clegg and Boris Johnson. 


Episode Guide[edit] 


Serie 
s 


Start date 


27 February 
2012 


15 October 2012 


28 January 2013 


7 October 2013 


10 February 
2014 


6 October 2014 


2 April 2015 


22 February 
2016 


26 September 
2016 


End date 


23 April 2012 


3 December 
2012 


18 March 2013 


9 December 
2013 


14 April 2014 


8 December 
2014 


11 May 2015 


2 May 2016 


28 November 
2016 


Episode 
s 


10 


10 


10 


10 


10 


10 


Series 1[edit] 


Original 
broadcast date 


Boris Johnson, Jenny Agutter, Allison 27 February 201 


Pearson and Brendan Barber 2 


Nick Clegg, Mariella Frostrup, Rachel Sylvester and Digby | 5 March 2012 
Jones 
Yvette Cooper, Fraser Nelson, James Caan and Rachel 
Johnson 12 March 2012 
Alistair Darling, Amanda Platell, Andy Street and Fiona a Wendy SOND 
Shaw 
William Hague, Tanni Grey-Thompson, Anthony 
Horowitz and Jane Moore 26 March 2012 


Ross Kemp, Martin Sorrell, Margot James and Joan 2 April 2012 
Bakewell. 
Ed Miliband, Victoria Coren, Joanna Trollope and Peter 16 April 2012 
Bazalgette 
Michael Heseltine, Christopher Meyer, Mariella 23 April 2012 
Frostrup and Germaine Greer 


Original 
broadcast date 


Ed Miliband, Jo Brand, Max Hastings and Ulrika Jonsson 15 October 2012 


David Cameron, Stella Rimington, Julian 
Fellowes and Rebecca Front 


Nick Clegg, Victoria Coren, Sarah Sands and Greg Dyke 


Douglas Alexander, Germaine Greer, Amy 
Lamé and Christopher Meyer 


Boris Johnson, Hugh Grant, Kate Williams and Jamelia 


Patrick Stewart, Harriet Harman, Andrew 
Roberts and Rowan Pelling 


Simon Hughes, Mariella Frostrup, Fiona Shaw and Daniel 
Finkelstein 


William Hague, Jeanette Winterson, Allison Pearson and 
Andy Street 


Jeremy Hunt, Andrea Riseborough, Jane Moore and David 
Baddiel 


Ed Balls, Mariella Frostrup, Amanda Platell and Anthony 
Horowitz 


Clive Anderson, Nicola Horlick, Fiona Shaw and Danny 
Alexander 


22 October 2012 


29 October 2012 


5 November 
2012 


12 November 
2012 


19 November 
2012 


26 November 
2012 


3 December 
2012 


Original 
broadcast date 


28 January 2013 


4 February 2013 


11 February 
2013 


George Osborne, Christopher Meyer, Fiona 
Phillips and Rowan Pelling 


Harriet Harman, Mary Beard, Omid Djalili and Daniel 
Finkelstein 


David Miliband, Deborah Meaden, Michael 
Morpurgo and Clemency Burton-Hill 


Paddy Ashdown, Stella Rimington, Brian Cox and Julia 
Hartley-Brewer 


Fraser Nelson, Mariella Frostrup, John Prescott and Susie 


Boniface 


Michelle Mone, David Cameron, Allison 
Pearson and David Baddiel 


Harriet Harman, Dan Snow, Jeanette 
Winterson and Fraser Nelson 


Nick Clegg, Esther Rantzen, Anthony 
Horowitz and Mariella Frostrup 


Bettany Hughes, Clive Anderson, Tristram Hunt and Julia 
Hartley-Brewer 


Nigel Farage, Amanda Platell, David 
Schneider and Jamelia 


18 February 
2013 


25 February 
2013 


4 March 2013 


11 March 2013 


18 March 2013! 


Original 
broadcast date 


7 October 2013 


14 October 2013 


21 October 2013 


28 October 2013 


4 November 
2013 


Chris Huhne, Natalie Haynes, Sarah Sands and Peter 
Bazalgette 


Ed Balls, Nicola Horlick, Christopher Meyer and Susie 
Boniface 


Michael Gove, Ben Miller, Deborah Meaden and Grace 
Dent 


Terry Christian, Heather Rabbatts, Ken 
Clarke and Stephanie Flanders 


George Osborne, Stephanie Flanders, Bettany 
Hughes and Martin Lewis 


Danny Alexander, Clive Anderson, Germaine 
Greer and Amanda Platell 


Boris Johnson, Theo Paphitis, Fiona Shaw and Victoria 
Coren Mitchell 


Fraser Nelson, Dom Joly, Jacqueline Gold and Diane 
Abbott 


Harriet Harman, Martin Sorrell, Julia Bradbury and David 
Schneider 


11 November 
2013 


18 November 
2013 


25 November 
2013 


2 December 
2013 


9 December 
2013 


Original 
broadcast date 


10 February 
2014 


17 February 
2014 


24 February 
2014 


3 March 2014 


10 March 2014 


Jonathan Freedland, Katy Brand, Dan Snow and Sayeeda 17 March 2014 
Warsi 
Ed Miliband, David Baddiel, Laura Tenison and Sarah 24 March 2014 
Vine 
Douglas Alexander, Mariella Frostrup, Nick 31 March 2014 
Hewer and Isabel Hardman 


Esther McVey, Philip Collins, Rory McGrath and Jeanette 7 April 2014 
Winterson 
Emma Kennedy, Michael Morpurgo, Vince ; 
Cable and Allison Pearson dee AO 


Series 6[edit] 
Original 


broadcast date 


Ed Balls, Katy Brand, Jane Moore and James Caan 6 October 2014 


Deborah Meaden, Rory Bremner, Aasmah Mir and David 
Cameron 


13 October 2014 


Dom Joly, Julia Hartley-Brewer, Nick Clegg and Nikita 


: 20 October 2014 
Lalwani 


Nigel Farage, Sarah Vine, David Baddiel and Grace Dent | 27 October 2014 


Chuka Umunna, Susie Boniface, Peter Bazalgette and 3 November 
Lorraine Candy 2014 


George Osborne, Anthony Horowitz, Michelle 10 November 


Mone and Victoria Coren Mitchell 


Ed Miliband, Myleene Klass, Allison 17 November 
Pearson and Christopher Meyer 2014 


Grant Shapps, Germaine Greer, Benjamin 24 November 
Zephaniah and Emma Barnett 2014 


Danny Alexander, Stephanie Flanders, Charles 1 December 
Dance and Amanda Platell 2014 


Mariella Frostrup, Yvette Cooper, Dominic 8 December 
Lawson and Russell Kane 2014 


Series 7[edit] 


The series began on 2 April 2015. Two episodes aired each week in the run up to the 
2015 General Election. 


Original 
broadcast date 


Rory Bremner, Christiane Amanpour, Grace > 
Dent and Fraser Nelson ZW UMS 
Ed Miliband, Katy Brand, Brian Cox and Helena Morrissey 9 April 2015 


Nicola Sturgeon, Christopher Meyer, Philip 
Collins and Elaine C. Smith 13 April 2015 


Danny Alexander, Julia Hartley-Brewer, Aasmah ‘ 
Mir and Benjamin Zephaniah Io ARCI: 
Ed Balls, Jane Moore, Marcus Brigstocke and Louise 20 April 2015 


Jeremy Hunt, Deborah Bull, Anthony Horowitz and Jenni i 
eremy Hunt, Deborah Bull, Anthony Horowitz and Jenni 23 April 2015 
Russell 
. p Mariella Frostrup, Rory Bremner Kacnel . 
Nick Clegg, Mariella Frostrup, Rory Bremner and Rachel 27 April 2015 
Sylvester 
Douglas Carswell, Camilla Cavendish, Nick 
Hewer and Jeanette Winterson Ste 
George Osborne, Jenni Russell, SSS ae ma 
George Osborne, Jenni Russell, Amanda Platell and Dan 4 May 2015 
Snow 
Daniel Finkelstein, Julia Hartley-Brewer, Aasmah 
Mir and Tristram Hunt B 


Original 
broadcast date 


Germaine Greer, Philip Collins, Julia Bradbury and John 22 February 
Whittingdale 20162 


Jeremy Corbyn, Julia Hartley-Brewer, Marcus 29 February 
Brigstocke and Helena Morrissey 2016 


Tim Farron, Juliet Stevenson, Dominic Lawson and 
Grainne Maguire 


7 March 2016 


Chuka Umunna, Stephanie Flanders, Fraser 


Nelson and Ava Vidal 14 March 2016 


Boris Johnson, Mariella Frostrup, Rory Bremner and Jane 21 March 2016 
Moore 
Eddie Izzard, Lucy Powell, Luke Johnson and Rachel 
lohnson 4 April 2016 
Ed Miliband, Arlene Phillips, Ruth Lea istop 
Ed Miliband, Arlene Phillips, Ruth Lea and Christopher 11 April 2016 
Meyer 
George Osborne, Grace Dent, Allison Pearson and Martin 18 April 2016 
Lewis 
lain Duncan Smith, Ayesha Hazarika, Martin 
Sorrell and Emma Kennedy 221 \ il ZOU 
Nigel Farage, Zoe Williams, David Baddiel and Merryn 2 May 2016 
Somerset Webb 


Original 
broadcast date 


Ed Balls, Shappi Khorsandi, Elizabeth 26 September 
McGovern and Rachel Johnson 2016 


Nick Clegg, Jane Moore, Julia Hartley-Brewer and Alastair 3 October 2016 
Campbell 


Kenneth Clarke, Carole Malone, Bonnie Greer and Clive 
Anderson 


10 October 2016 


Joan Bakewell, Rory Bremner, Anna Soubry, Ed 
Miliband and Toby Young ties arelisy 2OLE 


Nicky Morgan, Suzanne Evans, Jeremy Paxman, Griff 
Rhys Jones and Allison Pearson 


25 October 2016 


Diane Abbott, Ken Loach, Tom Newton Dunn and Emma 


Barnett 31 October 2016 


Nigel Farage, Emily Thornberry, David Baddiel, Tim 8 November 
Shipman and Jan Halper-Hays 2016 


George Osborne, David Starkey, Stacy Hilliard, Alastair 14 November 
Campbell and Anushka Asthana 2016 


Michael Gove, Julia Hartley-Brewer, Piers Morgan, Owen 21 November 
Smith and Gina Miller 2016 


Justine Greening, Iim Farron, Fraser Nelson, Germaine 28 November 
Greer and Michelle Dewberry 2016 


e Note: Episodes 4-5 were 60 minutes in length and aired on Tuesdays at 8pm. These 
two episodes were recorded at The London Studios. Episode 7 was hosted by Robert 
Peston. 


References[edit] 


I. 2U 
2. ZI 


External links[edit] 


e The Agenda with Tom Bradby at itv.com 
e The Agenda with Tom Bradby on Twitter # 
e The Agenda with Tom Bradby on IMDb 
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| Exposure | 


Genre News, current affairs, human 


interest 


Narrated by Various 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language(_ English 


s) 
No. of episodes 25 
Production 
Running time 60 minutes (inc. adverts) 


Production compan Various 


y(s) 


Release 


Original network ITV 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 


Original release 26 September 2011 - 


present 


Chronology 


Related shows ITV News, 


The Agenda, 


On Assignment, 


Tonight 
External links 


Website 


Exposure is a current affairs strand, broadcast in the United Kingdom on 

the ITV network. The programme comprises long-form films, investigating and exploring 
domestic and foreign topics. Episodes are produced both by independent production 
companies and in-house by ITV Studios. The average budget for a single edition is 
between £150,000 and £200,000." 


The series was commissioned by Peter Fincham, ITV's Director of Television, and is a 
sister show to year-round current affairs strand Tonight. It made its debut on Monday 26 
September 2011 - airing at 22.40, directly after /TV News at Ten. Since its launch, the 
programme has usually occupied this near-peak slot, but has also been shown as late as 
23.10. On 3 March 2015, it made its only appearance to date in primetime, airing at 
21.00. 


The series was broadcast on Mondays in 2011 and Wednesdays in 2012. The 2013 
series was billed as an eight-episode run (the longest to date), with five of the editions 
airing on consecutive Thursdays in their traditional autumn slots and the remaining 
three being broadcast as standalone episodes between February and July 2014. 


In January 2014 it was announced that ITV would no longer air episodes in a series 
block, instead spreading them throughout the year. Independent producers expressed 
concern that this would result in fewer editions, but ITV said the changes allowed for a 
more flexible approach regarding delivery deadlines, which are often complicated by 
the need for legal clearance before broadcast." 


The three standalone editions aired in early-mid 2014 as part of series 3 from 2013 
effectively meant that there was no 2014 series of the strand. The programme began its 
first non-series run in January 2015. 


Promotional trailers for individual editions are rare, but the strand itself featured in a 
promo for ITV's news and current affairs coverage (along with /TV 
News, Tonight and The Agenda) in late 2012." 


Series 1[edit] 
Episode l[edit] 


e Gaddafi and the IRA (Broadcast 26 September 2011) 


Colonel Gadaffi gave the IRA enough weapons to turn a militia into an 
army. Exposure's first film examines his support for the Republicans and investigates 
the continuing danger of his legacy. Narrated by Paul McGann. 


In this episode, ITV mistakenly presented footage taken from the game ArmA 2 as 
footage of a 1988 IRA attack. The broadcaster apologised, blaming human error.“ A 
spokesperson for ITV commented on the error and said: 


"The events featured in Exposure: Gaddafi and the IRA were genuine but it would 
appear that during the editing process the correct clip of the 1988 incident was not 
selected and other footage was mistakenly included in the film by producers. This was 
an unfortunate case of human error for which we apologise."= 


Episode 2[edit] 


e The Factory 


Focusing on a city in Europe where the pollution is so bad, children struggle to breathe, 
DNA is damaged, and the vulnerable are forced indoors. This programme investigates 
the role played by a global multi-national. 


Episode 3[edit] 
e Heart Hospital 
Episode 4[edit] 
e The World's Deadliest Arms Race 


Episode 5[edit] 


e On the Run 
Mark Williams-Thomas investigates 


Episode 6[edit] 


e Heart Hospital 


Series 2[edit] 
Episode 1[edit] 


e The British Way of Death (broadcast 26 September 2012) 


Undercover investigation which reveals disrespectful behaviour by British funeral 
directors. 


Episode 2[edit] 


e The Other Side of Jimmy Savile (broadcast 3 October 2012) 


Former police officer Mark Williams-Thomas investigates claims of sexual abuse of 
underage girls against the charity fundraiser and television presenter Jimmy Savile. Five 
women (two of whom waived their right to anonymity) all allege that they were 
assaulted or raped by the entertainer. 


The programme was born out of an aborted investigation by the BBC's Newsnight in late 
2011, on which Williams-Thomas had worked as a consultant, with reporter Liz 
MacKean and producer Meirion Jones.“ 


Williams-Thomas took a leading role in the programme, having pitched a proposal to ITV 
after the BBC dropped the Newsnight investigation; he has praised MacKean and Jones 


for allowing him to do so." He says he researched the piece as if he were running a 
police investigation and admits that he was worried that both he and the programme- 
makers would be heavily criticised if other alleged victims hadn't come forward in the 
wake of the broadcast.24 


Producers and /TV News bosses agreed that the edition would be broadcast only if it 
could have been shown had Savile still been alive. The testimony of those making 
allegations against Savile was only included if their contact with him could be 
established by a photograph or other supporting evidence.#! 


The piece came within the usual budget for Exposure, costing around £170,000 for the 
ten-month investigation. It was broadcast in a later-than-usual timeslot of 23.15, but 
still attracted 2.5 million viewers (including time-shifted viewing) and a 23% audience 
share.4 


The edition won Royal Television Society awards in 2013 in the Current Affairs (Home) 
and Scoop of the Year categories.24# It was also given a Peabody Award in 2012." The 
programme gave ITV News a platform for extensive follow-up reports on the subject, 
which resulted in ITN winning the News Coverage (Home) category in the RTS awards in 
2013.84 


Although it would become the highest profile edition of the programme to date, this 
episode was broadcast at the later-than-usual time of 23.10. 


Episode 3[edit] 


e No bribes please! We're British (broadcast 10 October 2012) 
Episode 4[edit] 


e Driven From Home (broadcast 17 October 2012) 


Residents forced out of an estate blighted by violence 


Episode 5[edit] 


e Who cares in Britain's care homes? (broadcast 24 October 2012) 


Episode 6[edit] 


e Banaz: An Honour Killing (broadcast 31 October 2012) 


The story of Banaz Mahmod, who was 19 years old when she became the victim of a so- 
called honour killing ordered by her own family. The programme features footage from 
a police interview with Banaz, who says she is being followed by members of the 
Kurdish community from which she originates, having walked out on an abusive forced 
marriage and pursued a relationship with another man.” 


The programme is a shorter version of the film Banaz: A Love Story, produced 

by Fuuse Films created in collaboration with Hardcash Productions for Exposure. 

uu Banaz won a Peabody Award and International Emmy Award in 2013,22 but lost out to 
another Exposure film, The Other Side of Jimmy Savile, at the Royal Television 

Society Journalism Awards in 2013.24 


In view of the programme's content, a warning about “graphic discussion of rape and 
murder" was aired in the continuity announcement at the start of this edition; unusually, 


this warning was repeated after the first commercial break before the programme 
continued. 


Episode 7[edit] 


e Exposure Update: The Jimmy Savile Investigation (broadcast 21 November 
2012) 


Mark Williams-Thomas revisits his investigation into the disgraced entertainer Jimmy 
Savile, which dominated the news agenda in the weeks after it was broadcast. Set 
against a backdrop of the criminal and institutional investigations which had been 
launched in the intervening seven weeks, this programmes hears testimony from more 
alleged victims and explores how Savile ingratiated himself with politicians and royalty. 
451 |t also considers the question of how Savile was able to gain widespread access and 
power within NHS institutions, in spite of being unqualified for any of the roles which he 
purportedly fulfilled there.2# 


The programme considers why charges were not brought against Savile after he was 
interviewed by Surrey Police in 2009; Williams-Thomas declares "for the record" during 
this segment of the programme that he used to work for the force. 


Series 3[edit] 
Episode 1[edit] 
e Predators Abroad (broadcast 2 October 2013) 


Mark Williams-Thomas investigates new concerns over British paedophiles in Cambodia. 


Episode 2[edit] 


e Forced to Marry (broadcast 9 October 2013) 
UK imams agree to perform underage marriages. 


Episode 3[edit] 


e Britain's booming cannabis business (broadcast 16 October 2013) 


Conor Woodman investigates the shift in the UK cannabis industry from commercial to 
home-grown production and reveals how this move towards small domestic units can 
result in growers encountering the kind of violent criminals whom they had tried to 
avoid by growing their own supply. The programme explores the extent of cannabis 
cultivation in the UK and shows how major dealers are generating their profits by 
operating multiple small-scale sites.24 


Episode 4[edit] 


e Undercover Colleges (broadcast 23 October 2013) 


An undercover investigation into the recruiting practices, administration and facilities at 
the Academy de London and London School of Business and Finance"! 


Episode 5[edit] 


e Too Late to Save Your Life (broadcast 30 October 2013) 


An investigation into the effectiveness of the UK's cancer screening programme, 
exploring how some testing regimes have better early diagnosis and detection rates 
than others.21 


Episode 6[edit] 


e Fashion Factories Undercover (broadcast 6 February 2014) 


An investigation uncovers pressures, abuse and violence - as well as locked fire doors 
and lies about health and safety - behind the closed doors of Dhaka's sweatshops. 
Presented by Laura Kuenssberg, who had provided extensive coverage in the aftermath 
of the Rana Plaza factory disaster in April 2013 as /TV News Business Editor. This 
programme was broadcast shortly after Kuenssberg had departed ITN to rejoin the BBC, 
ra but she made appearances on /TV News bulletins throughout the day, trailing the 
edition. It was the first standalone edition in what had been billed as an eight-episode 
run when the series returned in autumn 2013. 


This edition was produced by Hardcash Productions. 


Episode 7[edit] 


e Inside the Diplomatic Bag (broadcast 26 April 2014) 


Mark Williams-Thomas investigates how privileges for foreign diplomats based in the UK 
are open to abuse. Issues explored include diplomatic immunity and the protected 
status of the so-called ‘diplomatic bag' for moving items into and out of the country. The 
programme centres around a sting on a member of the Nigerian High Commission, who 
claims he can smuggle stolen goods out of the UK, but is later revealed not to have 
diplomatic status.24 


Episode 8[edit] 


e Don't Take My Child (broadcast 15 July 2014) 


Exploring the issue of forced adoption and considering whether the power is being used 
too readily in the wake of several high-profile child protection scandals.2 Narrated 

by /TV News presenter Nina Hossain. Another standalone edition; the last episode in the 
2013/14 series. 


Occasional episodes[edit] 


e Britain's Secret Slaves (broadcast 22 January 2015) 


ITV News presenter Julie Etchingham fronts an investigation into forced domestic 
servitude. The programme includes interviews with those who have experienced 
modern-day slavery after being brought to the UK. It also considers how changes to visa 
rules, designed to toughen the immigration system, could be responsible for trapping 
victims in slave-like conditions22) and features an undercover sting on a recruitment 
agency which promises non-existent jobs to foreign domestic workers in return for a fee. 


The culmination of the sting sees a producer on the programme confront the woman 
who had been secretly filmed. 


The lack of pictures resulting from the need to obscure identities and provide an 
appropriate visual accompaniment to disturbing cases studies is addressed with the use 
of still drawings of the situations under discussion. 


This edition was produced by Hardcash Productions. 


e The Kill List (broadcast 11 February 2015) 


This edition reveals how real-time information from mobile phones was used by coalition 
forces to target suspected insurgents during conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan. At the 
height of the military action, up to a dozen addresses were raided per night in an effort 
to capture or kill the individuals concerned.™! 


Some senior military figures involved in the operations defend their use and 
effectiveness, while other analysts suggest they hampered efforts to negotiate an end 
to the conflicts - perhaps even improving the gene pool of insurgent fighters, making 
them more difficult to defeat militarily.2= 


The programme is narrated by former Parachute Regiment commander Sean Rayment 
and produced by Brook Lapping Productions. 


e Charities Behaving Badly (broadcast 18 February 2015) 


An investigation into charities alleged to be promoting extremist views, including white 
supremacy, anti-semitism and jihad.22 


ITV News presenter Mark Austin presents and also conducts several interviews, 
including one in which the Charities Commission admits it does not have the power to 
close charities for the reasons highlighted by the programme. 


e When Pregnant Women Drink (broadcast 3 March 2015) 


This edition explores a condition known as Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder, which can 
affect the offspring of women who consume alcohol during pregnancy. It focuses on the 
apparently contradictory advice given to pregnant women in the UK about a ‘safe level’ 
of alcohol intake.24 


The programme features several sufferers of FASD and follows the progress of one child 
with severe behavioural and developmental problems whose adoptive parents are 
seeking a definitive diagnosis. They are given access to advanced facial profiling 
techniques which aid in confirming the condition.2# 


Research is revealed from the United States which claims an analysis of various studies 
shows alcohol to be a greater risk factor to unborn babies than heroin.24 


Good Morning Britain and ITV News presenter Ranvir Singh presents and takes on an 
active reporter role, conducting the majority of interviews, including a combative 
encounter with a consultant obstetrician. 


This edition aired in peaktime at 21.00, the only occasion to date on which the strand 
has done so. It was produced by October Films. 


e Jihad: A British Story (broadcast 15 June 2015) 


An investigation into Islamic extremism in the UK, featuring interviews with reformed 
extremists.22 The film is made by Deeyah Khan and produced by her production 
company Fuuse. 


e The Sham Marriage Racket: How to Buy Your Way Into Britain (broadcast 2 
July 2015) 

An undercover reporter investigates the rise in sham marriages, passport forging, 

and human trafficking.= 

e NHS Out of Hours Undercover (broadcast 22 July 2015) 

ITV News presenter Mark Austin looks into the failures of patient care at an NHS Out of 

Hours service in London, discovering unqualified doctors and understaffing.24 

e Making the Grades (broadcast 12 August 2015) 


ITV News presenter Julie Etchingham investigates the increasing pressure on schools in 
the UK to deliver good grades from their students, leading to teachers dishonestly 
marking exam papers higher than they should be. It is produced by Hardcash 
Productions.) 


e Saudi Arabia Uncovered (broadcast 22 March 2016) 
An investigation into the strict Islamist regimes of Saudi Arabia, featuring covertly-shot 
footage and interviews with a number of activists.=2 


e Abused and Betrayed - A Life Sentence (broadcast 15 June 2016) 


An investigation into the allegations that Clement Freud, a former Member of 
Parliament for North East Cambridgeshire, had abused two girls in the 1940s and 1970s. 
Presented by ITV News presenter Julie Etchingham.2" 


e Islam's Non-Believers (broadcast 13 October 2016) 


A documentary about the lives and experiences of ex-Muslims: people who 

have left Islam to become atheists, and who often face discrimination, harassment, 
ostracism and violence for leaving Islam, both in the UK and abroad. The film is made 
by Deeyah Khan and produced by her production company Fuuse.2%! 


e Breaking the Silence: Britain's Adoption Scandal (broadcast 9 November 
2016) 


Documentary revealing the stories of thousands of women who were pressured to give 

up their children for adoption following World War II.22 

e Undercover: Life and Death in a Homeless Hostel (broadcast 10 November 
2016) 

An undercover investigation into hostels in the UK and the way that homeless and 

vulnerable people are treated there.22 


e Hillsborough: Smears, Survivors & the Search for Truth (broadcast 12 
December 2016) 


A documentary uncovering previously unreported specific evidence that raises 
questions over witness statements given in the wake of the Hillsborough disaster. It 
explores the possibility of an alleged cover-up by the police. Presented by Peter 
Marshall.22! 


e Undercover: Inside Britain's New Far Right (broadcast 9 November 2017) 


An undercover investigation into far-right extremist groups in Britain, including scrutiny 
of the UK Independence Party and questions about the extreme views of a contender to 
become their leader, Anne Marie Waters.2" 


e White Right: Meeting the Enemy (broadcast 11 December 2017) 


Deeyah Khan travels to America to meet with some of the most prominent neo-Nazis 
and white supremacist leaders in the US today to seek to understand the personal and 
political reasons behind the apparent resurgence of extremism in the US.“ 


e Who Cares? Children's Homes Undercover (broadcast 13 December 2017) 

A covertly filmed investigation into children's homes, showing evidence of understaffing 
and lack of training.“ 

e Prisons Uncovered: Out of Control? (broadcast 11 June 2018) 


An investigation into the state of prisons in the UK, showcasing an extensive look into a 
riot that happened in December 2016 at HM Prison Birmingham, which became Britain's 
worst prison riot in 25 years.“ 


e The Hunt for the Birmingham Bombers (broadcast 1 October 2018) 


An investigation into the Birmingham pub bombings that occurred in 1974, revealing 
the identities of the prime suspects involved and confronting one of them, Michael 
Patrick Reilly, about their possible involvement in the bombings. Presented by John 
Ware. 


e tran Unveiled: Taking on the Ayatollahs (broadcast 29 October 2018) 


A documentary following the stories of four women who are challenging those who have 
ruled Iran for 40 years and defying the ayatollahs. Inspiration for the film came when a 
woman removed her headscarf on one of the busiest streets in Tehran, the capital of 
Iran.“ 


e Brexit Online Uncovered (broadcast 4 March 2019) 


An investigative documentary into the rise of trolls and online abuse directed 
towards Members of Parliament on social media following the 2016 United Kingdom 
European Union membership referendum. It features interviews with several MPs, 
including Conservative MP Nicky Morgan and independent MP Anna Soubry, both of 
whom have been targeted because of their views towards having a "soft" Brexit or 


remaining in the European Union.“ 
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| On Assignment | 


ASSIGNMENT 


On Assignment title card 


Presented by Rageh Omaar 


Starring ITV News presenters and 
correspondents 
Country of United Kingdom 
origin 
Production 
Producer(s) ITN Productions for 


ITV News & Current Affairs 


Running time 35 minutes (inc. adverts) 


Release 


Original ITV 


network 


Picture format 16:9 


Original 19 March 2014 - 


release present 
Chronology 


Related shows ITV News, 
The Agenda, 
Exposure, 


Tonight 
External links 


Website 


On Assignment is an ITV current affairs programme, fronted by ITV News International 
Affairs Editor, Rageh Omaar. The programme first aired on 19 March 2014, following /TV 
News at Ten. 


ITV News produces the half-hour programmes, consisting of three long-form reports, 
focusing on stories across the world, providing colour, background, insight and 
perspectives on the issues of the moment. Originally broadcast once a month, the series 
moved to a weekly format in 2017, airing in two series of five episodes a year. 


2014 Assignments[edit] 


Episode 1[edit] 
Original Broadcast: 19 March 2014 


e Mark Austin - Return to Rwanda 


Twenty years on from Rwanda's savage genocide, /TV News at Ten newscaster Mark 
Austin returns to the country. He revisits some of the worst scenes he witnessed 
during his career as a foreign correspondent and hears powerful stories of survival. 
He meets those working hard to ensure peace, faith and hope continue to outweigh 
the horrors of the past - whilst the fear of it happening again hangs in the air. 


e Robert Moore - Pot in America 


Three months ago a new law was implemented in the US state of Colorado. 
Marijuana is now legal, regulated and taxed. Washington Correspondent Robert 
Moore travels there to explore how impactful the change in the law has been. He 
meets the Americans who are enjoying big profits from the 'weed' business and 
talks to others who think the pro-pot trend is reckless and irresponsible. 


e Mary Nightingale - Norway's oil fairy-tale 


Norway's oil discovery transformed their economy, turning it into one of the richest 
countries in the world, with an estimated 500 billion pounds saved for future 
generations. Back in Britain we chose a rather different outcome for our oil wealth. 
As Scotland ponders an independent future, /7V News at 6:30 newscaster Mary 
Nightingale finds out how Norway's oil fairy-tale has changed the country and its 
people. 


Episode 2[edit] 
Original Broadcast: 30 April 2014 


e Rageh Omaar - Slavery Reparations 


Recently fourteen Caribbean states came together to launch a united campaign 
for reparations from Britain, amongst other countries, for the part it played in the 
slave trade. The group's demands include compensation, an apology and an 
assurance that it will never happen again. Whilst trillions of pounds in profit from 
the trade went towards building countries such as Britain, the claim from those 
willing to sue was that the Caribbean was left poor, illiterate and suffering in 
extreme poor health. Rageh Omaar journeys to Jamaica to examine what lies 
behind those claims and he talks to those who are willing to go all the way to the 
international court in The Hague for justice. 


e John Ray - Hart Island 


There is an island in New York that many locals don't even know about. For more 
than a century, inmates from a nearby prison have been burying the homeless, 
stillborn babies and unclaimed bodies there. As many as a million lost souls are 
to be found on Hart Island. It has been described as secret, closed and 
restrictive. Until now, relatives have been confined to paying their respects ata 
gazebo at the edge of the shoreline. Diplomatic Correspondent John Ray joins 
one of eight women who has been campaigning for years to lay flowers at the 
site of her baby's grave and who now has the opportunity to do so, as Hart Island 
lifts its lid on its hidden past. 


e Geraint Vincent - Land and Demolitions 


Moran hugs her children close as she gazes at the pile of rubble that used to be 
their home in the Middle East. Her husband Muhammad has his head bowed in 
humiliation. The soldiers came with their bulldozer during this morning and it 
took them one hour to destroy the house. Muhammad says his family have lived 
on this land in East Jerusalem for generations, and that the house was built by 
his grandfather. The Israeli authorities say the house did not have planning 
permission, and was therefore an "illegal structure". It is a familiar story in this 
part of the region, but there is something unique about Middle East 
Correspondent Geraint Vincent's report. Moran is an Israeli Jew who converted to 
Islam to marry her Arab husband. Now that their house has been demolished 
what does the future hold for the couple and their children? And as US Secretary 
of State John Kerry's timetable for peace talks comes to an end, how much has 
Israel's policy of construction and destruction done for what little faith in the 
process there was? 


Episode 3[edit] 
Original Broadcast: Wednesday 28 May 2014 


John Irvine investigates rape in India, Rohit Kachroo meets one of South 
Africa's first black female winemakers, and Lucy Watson reports from China. 


Episode 4[edit] 
Original Broadcast: Wednesday 25 June 2014 


Rageh Omaar travels to Nigeria to explore how the country's north-south 
divide has been exposed by Boko Haram's brutal insurgency. 


Episode 5[edit] 
Original Broadcast: Wednesday 30 July 2014 


Geraint Vincent reports on Bucharest's stray dog crisis and Robert 
Moore is in North Dakota finding out about unmanned drones. 


Episode 6[edit] 
Original Broadcast: Wednesday 22 September 2014 
Alastair Stewart visits the ghost town of Varosha in Cyprus, and 


Julie Etchingham meets a young Afghan woman being helped by 
UK surgeons. 


Episode 7[edit] 
Original Broadcast: Wednesday 29 September 2014 
Mark Austin returns to the Philippines a year after Typhoon 


Haiyan, and Julie Etchingham is in Berlin 25 years after the fall 
of the wall. 


2015 Assignments[edit] 


This section is 


s 


empty. You can help 
by adding to it. (February 2019) 


2016 Assignments[edit] 


Episode 1[edit] 
Original Broadcast: 26 January 2016 


Robert Moore is in lowa, looking ahead to the American 
presidential election. Romilly Weeks is in Romania looking 
at corruption of Romania’s political elite in relation to the 
fire at the Colectiv nightclub in Bucharest on 30 October 
2015. Tim Eart, looks at Domineering mothers in Italy 


Episode 2[edit] 
Original Broadcast: 1 March 2016 


Martin Geissler is in Sweden, looking at the frustration 
of the nation’s asylum policy which allowed 160,000 
refugees into the country last year - the highest per 
capita in all of Europe. Chris Ship is in Spain, looking at 
Bullfighting. Orania - South Africa’s White Enclave - 


John Ray is in South Africa looking around "Orania" 
which is a whites-only enclave and one of the last 
outposts of racial segregation in the country. 


Episode 3[edit] 
Original Broadcast: 5 April 2016 

Geraint Vincent travels to the Israeli-occupied Golan 
Heights. Rageh Omaar is in Tehran to find out how 
a craze for plastic surgery has turned the city into 
the ‘nose-job capital of the world’. Neil Connery is in 
Italy to discover the ancient mountaintop town now 
under threat from nature and the modern world. 


Episode 4[edit] 
Original Broadcast: 31 May 2016 
Steves Scott looks at Rio Olympics, Neil Connery 
looks at the humanitarian crisis facing Yemen, 
Nina Nannar is in LA and looks at LA suburbs 
synonymous with violence and social 
deprivation 


Episode 5[edit] 
Original Broadcast: 28 June 2016 
Episode 6[edit] 
Original Broadcast: 30 August 2016 
Episode 7[edit] 
Original Broadcast: 27 September 2016 
Episode 8[edit] 
Original Broadcast: 25 October 2016 
Episode 9[edit] 
Original Broadcast: 22 November 2016 
Debbie Edwards looks at 
Parents who became victims 
of China's one child policy, 
Emma Murphy look at Charity 
providing healthcare for 
excluded Americans, Rachel 
Younger look at how inspiring 
example of care and 


acceptance for the worlds 
vulnerable. 


2017 
Assignments[edit] 


Episode 1[edit] 
Original Broadcast: 17 May 2017 


Rageh Omaar, looks into 
the failed coup in Turkey, 
Debi Edward is in Bali, 
looking how there treat 
thire mentally ill relatives. 
Tim Ewart is in Poland for 
his final assignment 
before he retires. 


External links[edit] 


e On 
Assignment at itv.com 


Tonight (1999 TV programme) 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


This article is about the current ITV programme. For the 1957-1965 BBC programme, 
see Tonight (1957 TV programme). For other television series with similar titles, 
see Tonight (disambiguation). 


Tonight 


Current titles (2013-) 


Also known as The Tonight Programme 
Tonight with Trevor 
McDonald (1999-2007) 


Genre News, current affairs, human 


interest 


Presented by Trevor McDonald (1999-2007) 


Julie Etchingham (2010-) 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original languag English 


e(s) 


Production 


Running time 25 minutes 


Production comp ITV Studios for 


any(s) ITV News & Current Affairs 


Release 


Original network ITV 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 


Original release 8 April 1999 - 


present 


Chronology 


Preceded by World in Action 
(1963-1998) 


Related shows ITV News 
The Agenda 
Exposure 
On Assignment 


External links 


Website 


Tonight (often referred to as The Tonight Programme) is a British current 

affairs programme, produced by ITV Studios (formerly Granada Television) and ITN for 
the ITV network, replacing the long-running investigative series World in Action in 1999. 
Previously airing twice-weekly, on Monday and Friday evenings at 8.00pm (ITV 

Wales, STV and UTV would often air the programme at different times or different days, 
to make way for regional programming), the show runs the gamut from human interest- 
led current affairs to investigative journalism. Tonight has conducted interviews with a 
plethora of political and public figures, including U.S. President George W. Bush, Prime 
Minister Tony Blair and former U.S First Lady Hillary Clinton. From 1999-2007, the 
programme was known as Tonight with Trevor McDonald. 


The programme currently airs in the Thursday night timeslot at 7.30pm, with Julie 
Etchingham as host. 


Format([edit] 


The format of Tonight consists of a number of long-form news stories which present an 
angle on a major development, often following up on an investigation instigated by a 
national newspaper or news network. The stories are introduced by Julie Etchingham. 


Many topics centre on allegations of wrongdoing and corruption on the part of 
corporations, politicians, and other public officials. The show also features profiles. The 
profiles are occasionally of celebrities and offer a biography of the figure, followed by a 
sit-down interview. Rather than offering a simple publicity platform, a celebrity will often 
feature after a period of intense media scrutiny, such was the case when the 

model Naomi Campbell appeared after there were claims she had a substance 

abuse problem. Non-celebrity profiles usually feature a person who has accomplished 
an heroic action. 


The programme's format differs significantly to newsmagazine Panorama, which airs on 
the BBC, as it often remains focused upon a sensationalist and human interest-led 
agenda, rather than political or world affairs. Many of the topics are follow-ups to stories 
from tabloid newspapers, chosen for their level of public interest. 


The show gained greater public attention for its high-profile interviews, such as with the 
parents of murdered schoolboy Damilola Taylor, the five suspects in the Stephen 
Lawrence murder case and Trevor Rees-Jones, the sole survivor of the crash which 
killed Princess Diana. 


Following the September 11 attacks in New York City in 2001, the show shifted its focus 
to more "heavyweight" topics such as the impending war and featured numerous 
reports from Afghanistan and Washington respectively, with Trevor McDonald 
interviewing U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell in December of the same year. 


In an emotionally charged and highly controversial episode, airing on 30 October 2001, 
Martin Bashir interviewed the television star Michael Barrymore for the first time about 
the events that led to a man dying in the swimming pool at his home. The entertainer 
said he felt remorse and responsibility, igniting a tabloid backlash. The edition was the 
most-watched in Tonight's history. 


In recent years, the show's ratings have dropped dramatically, a result of airing against 
the perennially popular EastEnders on BBC One. 


Tonight will often react to major news stories as they happen, with scheduled ITV shows 
pre-empted. Notable major events in recent times have been "Terror in London - A 
Tonight Special" after the terrorist attack in London (2017 Westminster attack) and "The 
Manchester Attack - A Tonight Special" after the Manchester Arena bombing. 


Reacting to the shock announcement of the 2017 United Kingdom general election 2 
months previous, Tonight programmed special 'Leader Interview' specials - which gave 
each of the major political parties their own respective programmes via an interview 
with Julie Etchingham. Family and friends of the party leaders were also interviewed. 


It was after "The Leader Interviews: Theresa May" programme when the Prime 
Minister Theresa May went viral for revealing the naughtiest thing she had ever done 
was ‘running through fields of wheat’ as a child in her interview with Julie Etchingham. 


Controversies[edit] 


While the show often features interviews with global newsmakers, Tonight sometimes 
makes global headlines itself. 


Living with Michael Jackson 
A 3 February 2003 episode featuring Martin Bashir interviewing Michael 
Jackson led to the singer being charged for sexual molestation. An interview with 
Jackson was very special, for it had been extremely rare for Jackson to allow such 
access to his personal life, or indeed to talk so freely about his childhood. The 
special two-hour episode was heavily criticised, with numerous claims that the 
documentary had presented the singer in an unfavourable light. After the 
episode aired on U.S. network ABC, a follow-up "rebuttal" interview with Jackson 
was broadcast, featuring a surplus of material Bashir had omitted from his film. 

Charles Ingram 

In the same year (21 April 2003), the magazine aired segments from the 
2001 Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? episode in which Major Charles Ingram was 
accused of cheating. It was the first time outside of court that the clips had aired 
and the edition was heavily promoted throughout the week, airing immediately 
after a highly rated episode of Coronation Street. Again, the programme was 
criticised for its bias, with Charles Ingram claiming in an interview with Diane 
Sawyer for US network ABC that Tonight refused to allow him to defend the 
allegations on air.“ This episode would later air in the US as a special episode 
of Primetime on 8 May 2003. 


The above episodes attracted 15.32 and 16.1 million viewers respectively. 


On air team[edit] 
Presenters[edit] 


Sir Trevor McDonald presented links for the programme. During this time the 
programme was known as Tonight with Trevor McDonald. He left in late 2007, 
with the return of News at Ten on Monday, 14 January 2008 which McDonald co- 
presented, along with Julie Etchingham, until November 2008. 


However, on 6 November 2008 McDonald presented links again for the 
programme, though this is thought to be a one-off as it was a high-profile 9pm 
slot. Trevor will stay with the programme, to report on high-profile stories. When 
he wasn't presenting links, he was an interviewer talking to people in some 
places. 


In October 2009, it was announced that Julie Etchingham would present the 
relaunched programme from early 2010 - with the show airing once a week on 
Thursdays at 7:30pm. 


Reporters[edit] 


The programme's reporters have included: 


Fiona Foster 

Martin Lewis 

Jonathan Maitland (1999—) 
Aasmah Mir 

Adam Shaw 

Ranvir Singh (2014-2016, 2018) 
Helen Skelton (2016, 2018—) 
Martin Bashir 

Ginny Buckley 

Chris Choi (2017—) 

Vanessa Collingridge 

e Laura Kuenssberg®! 

e Michael Nicholson 

e Melissa Porter 

Chris Rogers 

Geraint Vincent 

Quentin Willson 

Kirsty Young 


Guest reporters[edit] 


e Joel Hills (2014; 1 episode) 

e Mark Austin (2014; 1 episode) 

e Charlene White (2014, 2016; 2 episodes) 

e Catherine Tyldesley (2015-2017; 3 episodes) 


Alex Beresford (2015-2016; 2 episodes) 
Robert Moore (2016-2017; 3 episodes) 
Janet Street-Porter (2016; 1 episode)“ 
e Robert Peston (2016; 2 episodes) 
e Tom Bradby (2016; 1 episode) 
e Rageh Omaar (2017; 1 episode) 
e Kylie Pentelow (2017; 1 episode) 
Georgie Barrat (2017; 1 episode) 
Noreena Hertz (2017; 2 episodes) 
Hayley Hassall (2017; 1 episode) 
Dan Clark-Neal (2017; 1 episode) 


Further reading[edit] 


e Corner, John; Hill, Annette (2006). "Value, Form and Viewing in Current 
Affairs Television: Tonight with Trevor McDonald". Journal of British Cinema 
and Television. Edinburgh University Press. 3 (1): 34- 


46. doi:10.3366/BCTV.2006. 3.1.34. 
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ITV News Channel 


ITV News logo (2004-2005) 


Launched 1 August 2000; 19 years ago 
Closed 23 December 2005; 14 years ago 
Owned by ITN/NTL (2000-2004); 


ITV plc (2004-2005) 


Picture format 576i (SDTV) 


Audience share 0.1% (Final figures from 


December 2005, BARB) 


Country United Kingdom 
Language English 
Headquarters ITN Studios, London 
Formerly called ITN News Channel 


(Aug. 2000-Sept. 2002) 


Replaced by ITV4 (6pm-6am) 
CITV (6am-6pm) 


Website itv.com/news 


Availability (At time of closure) 


Terrestrial 
Freeview Channel 81 
Satellite 
Sky Channel 525 
| Cable 
NTL:Telewest Channel 617 


The ITV News Channel was a 24-hour television news channel in the United Kingdom 
which broadcast from 1 August 2000 to 23 December 2005. It was available 

on Sky, NTL:Telewest, ITV Digital (until 2002), Freeview (latterly only between 6:00 am 
and 6:00 pm when ITV4 cut its hours to half day in 2005) and analogue cable, 
presenting national and international news plus regular business, sport, entertainment 
and weather summaries. Priority was usually given to breaking news stories. There was 
also an added focus on British stories, drawing on the resources of the ITV network's 
regional newsrooms. 


History[edit] 


The channel launched on 1 August 2000 as a joint venture between ITN and NTL as the 
"ITN News Channel". In June 2002, Carlton Television and Granada Television - the 
predecessors of ITV plc - bought out ITN's 65-per-cent stake. This led to a rebrand as the 
ITV News Channel in September 2002. In April 2004 the newly created ITV plc bought 
NTL's 35-per-cent stake to assume full control of the channel. 


As the ITN News Channel, it was broadcast from a small studio with accommodation for 

only one presenter at a time. When relaunched as the ITV News Channel, it initially used 
the standard ITV News studio of the time, which was built for fixed length bulletins only, 
so the style of presentation was always more basic than that of its competitors. 


From the February 2004 relaunch, the channel came into its own. Along with the rest of 
ITV News, the channel was presented from the so-called 'theatre of news' set, a large 
virtual studio allowing presentation either from behind a desk or by presenters walking 
around, using the news wall to explain a story with the aid of graphics. For the first 
time, two presenters could present the channel together, which the management 
viewed as an improvement. 


As the channel shared facilities with ITV News bulletins on the ITV Network (which were 
also simulcast on the news channel), it had to move to other studios for around an hour 
before each ITV bulletin to allow for rehearsals. Initially a single locked-off camera 
studio was used at these times, which was very basic. Later the channel used a virtual 
reality studio at these times or, following ITN's takeover of the production of London 
Tonight, that studio. 


News content and programming for the channel was provided by ITN. 


The channel used to broadcast live UEFA Champions League football matches whenever 
two British teams were playing simultaneously.“ When a breaking news bulletin was 
being reported, the news report would take the full screen while the football would be 
shown in an inset in the corner. 


Presenters[edit] 


During the period as the ITN News Channel, its pool of presenters were from across the 
ITN programme portfolio of ITV, Channel 4 and Five News, along with occasional 
freelancers. Presenters included John Suchet, John Nicolson, Leyla Daybelge, Alison Bell, 
Andrew Harvey, Sharon Grey, Owen Thomas, lan Axton, Kirsty Lang, Simon Vigar, Lloyd 
Bracey, Sasha Herriman, and Rachel McTavish. 


When the channel became the ITV News Channel, presenters from ITV News on the ITV 
Network began presenting the news channel. For the first month of so before any 
regular appearances occurred, many reporters also presented on the News Channel, 
including Ros Childs, who presented after John Suchet on the first day as the ITV News 
Channel. During the Iraq war the well-known British newscaster Angela 

Rippon presented on the channel and then went on to host a regular weekend 
programme in 2004 and 2005. 


Following the February 2004 relaunch, presenters included ITN veteran Alastair 
Stewart who hosted the flagship Live with Alastair Stewart programme every weekday 
morning. Andrew Harvey, Lucy Alexander, Leyla Daybelge, Chris Rogers, Phil Gayle, 
Owen Thomas, and Sasha Herriman were also used. All of ITV News' main presenters, 
except Trevor McDonald, also appeared on the channel. Presenters from ITV's regional 
news programmes and freelancers regularly appeared on the channel at weekends and 
holiday periods. 


In December 2005 Scott Chisholm - part of the original 1989 Sky News team - joined the 
channel to present the breakfast programme. The programme lasted just two weeks. 


From the 2004 relaunch, the channel's typical weekday schedule was usually the 
following: 


e 5.30am - ITV Early Morning News, simulcast live with ITV1 

e 6.00am - Repeats of ITV Early Morning News 

e 7.00am - ITV News Live with Lucy Alexander and Andrew Harvey 

e 10.00am - ITV News Live with Alastair Stewart 

e 11.45am - ITV News Live with Andrew Harvey (would include PMQs at 12.00pm on 
Wednesdays) 

e 12.30pm - ITV Lunchtime News with Nicholas Owen, simulcast live with ITV1 

e 1.00pm - ITV News Live with Nicholas Owen and Leyla Daybelge 

e 2.00pm -ITV News Live with Steve Scott and Leyla Daybelge 

e 3.00pm - ITV News Live with Mark Austin and Mary Nightingale 

e 4.00pm - ITV News Live with Steve Scott and Felicity Barr 


e 5.30pm - ITV News Live with Leyla Daybelge 

e 6.30pm - ITV Evening News with Mark Austin and Mary Nightingale, simulcast with 
ITV1 

e 7.00pm - ITV News Live with Joyce Ohajah 

e 8.00pm -ITV News Live with Felicity Barr 

e 9.00pm - ITV News Live with Steve Scott 

e 9.30pm - ITV News Network with Steve Scott, broadcast from the London Tonight 
studio 

e 10.00pm - ITV News Live with Steve Scott, broadcast from the London Tonight studio 

e 10.30pm - ITV News at 10.30 with Trevor McDonald, simulcast live with ITV1 

e 11.00pm - ITV News Live with Joyce Ohajah 

e 1.00am until 5.30am - Repeats of the ITV News at 10.30 with live news summaries 
on the hour 


On some weeknights they would simply rerun the 11.00pm hour through the night with 
live Summaries on the hour. 


On other weeknights they would have a live 30 minute newscast with in view sign 
language, which would then be repeated through the night with live summaries on the 
hour. 


Competition[edit] 
The channel's main competitors were Sky News and BBC News 24. 


At times of breaking UK news of major Australian importance (such as terrorist attacks), 
the channel was sometimes relayed by Australia's Nine Network. However, the Nine 
Network usually preferred the Sky News feed, to which it had equal access. 


Closure[edit] 


In December 2005 it was confirmed that the channel would close down in 2006, in order 
to use its Freeview bandwidth (which was already timeshared with ITV4) to launch the 
CITV channel based on the existing CITV brand, and to use its funding to boost ITV News 
coverage on the main ITV Network. But on 15 December 2005 the decision was taken to 
close the ITV News Channel. 


The closure was subsequently brought forward and the channel closed down on Friday 
23 December 2005 at 18:00 (GMT). The reason given was that it would have been unfair 
to expect the channel's staff to work long hours over Christmas knowing that the 
channel would soon be closing. 


The schedule for the last day of transmission on the ITV News Channel: 


e 0700 The Scott Chisholm Show 

e 1000 /TV News Live with Alastair Stewart 

e 1145 The Scott Chisholm Show 

e 1230 /TV Lunchtime News simulcast 

e 1330 /TV News Live with Faye Barker 

e 1500 /TV News Live with Nicholas Owen and Nina Hossain 

e 1600 /TV News Live with Owen Thomas and Faye Barker 

e 1730 SPECIAL: 5 Years Of the News Channel, presented by Alastair Stewart. 


At the end of the final programme, Alastair Stewart closed the channel with the words: 


So that's the end of five years broadcasting as the ITV News Channel. Our 
thanks to all our contributors, studio and production staff, to all the 
reporters and correspondents and everyone who made the channel the 
professional and effective operation that it was. But most of all, you, our 
viewers. A big thank you to each and every one of you. We hope we both 
informed and occasionally entertained you over the years. It was our 
mission to bring you the fastest breaking news and the most 
comprehensive analysis. We hope that you'll think we succeeded. 


The picture then faded out to a blank screen 3 seconds before fading back in to the ITN 
end board. The station closed shortly afterwards. !xtatienneeden 


Post-closure[edit] 


On 15 June 2007, ITN chief executive Mark Wood said the company would not rule out 
launching another 24-hour TV news channel. 


During 2007 there was some speculation that cable group Virgin Media was considering 
launching its own news channel to rival Sky News and BBC News, with some reports 
suggesting that it might look to partner with ITN, but, to date, this has not occurred.2 


See also[edit] 


e List of ITV journalists and newsreaders 
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Channel 4 News 
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Channel 4 News 


Presented by Jon Snow 
Krishnan Guru-Murthy 
Matt Frei 


Cathy Newman 


Jackie Long 
Fatima Manji 
Country of origin United Kingdom 
Original language(s) English 
Production 
Producer(s) ITN 
Running time 55 minutes 


(Monday-Friday) 
5-25 minutes (Saturday) 
20-25 minutes (Sunday) 


Release 


Original network Channel 4 
Original release 2 November 1982 - 
present 
Chronology 
Related shows More4 News (defunct) 


External links 


Website 


Channel 4 News is the main news programme on British 
television broadcaster Channel 4. It is produced by ITN, and has been in operation since 
Channel 4's launch in November 1982. 


Current productions[edit] 
Channel 4 News{edit] 


Channel 4 News is the name of Channel 4's award-winning flagship evening news 
programme. 


The editor is Ben de Pear, appointed in July 2012. The programme is presented by Jon- 
Snow, Krishnan Guru-Murthy, Cathy Newman and Matt Frei and is on the air Monday to 
Thursday from 7.00 to 7.55 pm, Friday from 7.00 to 7.30 pm, and at variable times on 
weekends. Alex Thomson is the chief correspondent. 


Channel 4 News is among the highest-rated television programmes in the United 
Kingdom, winning a record five Royal Television Society Television Awards in February 
2006. These included TV Journalist of the Year for Jon Snow, Home News Award for the 
Attorney General leak, and the International News Award for Congo's Tin Soldiers. 


It won the News Coverage British Academy Television Award in 2004 and the 
2004 International Emmy for the best news programme produced and aired outside the 
United States. Jon Snow won the Richard Dimbleby British Academy Television Award in 


2005 for outstanding contribution to the world of news and current affairs. 


In November 2011, Liam Dutton became Channel 4's first ever weather presenter, 
joining from BBC Weather. 


Channel 4 News Summary\edit] 


A replacement for the Channel 4 News at Noon in the 12.00 pm slot, it first aired on 21 
December 2009, giving a five-minute summary of the news. 


Former productions[edit] 
Channel Four News at Noon{edit] 


Channel Four News at Noon was first introduced in 2003 for the duration of the Iraq. 
War, and due to its instant success, it was kept on in Channel 4's daytime schedule 
(except when live Horse Racing was being broadcast). It was presented by Krishnan 
Guru-Murthy. Prior to this bulletin, the programme in the slot was Powerhouse, a 
political news programme, also produced for Channel 4 by ITN. As a consequence of the 
advertising slowdown during the 2009 recession, the programme was cancelled, along 
with More4 News and replaced with the five minute Channel 4 News Summary, the last 
broadcast airing on 18 December 2009. = 


More4 News{edit] 

Main article: More4 News 

Aired Monday to Friday on sister channel More4, More4 News was anchored by Sarah 
Smith then later Kylie Morris, it ran for 30 minutes, aiming to go in-depth into a certain 
issue. AS a consequence of the advertising slowdown during the 2009 recession, the 


programme was cancelled, along with the Channe/ Four News at Noon, the last 
broadcast airing on 18 December 2009. = 


On-air team[edit] 
Current newscasters[edit] 


e Jon Snow (1989-present) e Matt Frei (2011-pre 
e Krishnan Guru-Murthy (1998-present) e jackie Long (2015- 
e Cathy Newman (2011-present) e Fatima Manji (201€ 
Former newscasters[edit] 

e Samira Ahmed e Norman Rees (198 
e Fiona Armstrong (1990-91) e Brenda Rowe (198. 
e Zeinab Badawi (1989-98) e Sonia Ruseler (198 
e Sandy Gall (1983-84) e Gavin Scott (1982- 
e Godfrey Hodgson (1982-85) e Peter Sissons (198: 
e Sarah Hogg (1982-85) e Sarah Spiller (1992 
e Trevor McDonald (1982-89) e Alastair Stewart (1 
e Tristana Moore (1986-99) e John Suchet (1982- 
e Dermot Murnaghan (1993-95) e Alex Thomson (19% 
e Nicholas Owen (1985-91) e Sue Turton (1983-: 
e Shahnaz Pakravan e Kirsty Young (2000 
e Katie Razzall (2005-2015) 


Correspondents/editors[edit] 


Years Correspondents/ 


Editors 


= Crick 


Andy Davies 


Helia Ebrahimi 


Science editor 


Zx Clarke 


Political correspondent 


Home affairs correspondent 


Economics correspondent 


Gary Gibbon 


Political editor 


Lindsey Hilsum 


Simon Israel 


Jordan Jarrett-Bryan 


International editor 


Home affairs correspondent 


Sports reporter 


Ciaran Jenkins 


Reporter 


Siobhan Kennedy 


Victoria Macdonald 


Business editor 


Health & social care 
correspondent 


Jonathan Miller 


Kylie Morris 


Asia correspondent 


Washington correspondent 


Keme Nzerem 


Sports correspondent 


Paraic O'Brien 


Jonathan Rugman 


Reporter 


Foreign affairs correspondent 


= Soni Home affairs correspondent 


u Thomson Chief correspondent 


= 
= 
= 
= 
a 


Ayshah Tull 


Reporter 


Weather forecaster[edit] 


Year 


Forecast 
er 


Liam Weather 
Dutton forecaster 


Design team[edit] 


2007- |SamWapples | Head of 
Graphics 

1989- graphic 

94 designer 

1994- [Fabrizio Viani (Senior 
designer 


1997- | Mike Smith Pemon 
designer 

1998- llan Watkins Sule 
designer 


Senior 
designer 


Sue Kearley- 
Schon 


2005- 


2012- |Kevin O'Dell 


Senior 
designer 


Non-broadcast media[edit] 


Channel 4 News also produces a variety of non-broadcast media, including a range of 
journalist authored blogs to deliver insight and analysis of the news from the news 
team. Channel 4 News also produces Snowmail, a free daily email from the news 
reporter team, giving their personal take on the day's news agenda and behind-the- 
scenes newsroom goings-on." 


Historical roles[edit] 


In 2003, Channel 4 News broke the story of the Dodgy Dossier which led to a political 
crisis in Britain. 


The story of the Conservative Party's election expenses scandal was first broken, and 
then pursued for over a year, by Michael Crick.4 


In March 2018, an undercover investigation by Channe/ 4 News explored the campaign 
activities of Cambridge Analytica. 


2017 Westminster attack report[edit] 


On the evening of the Westminster attack of 22 March 2017, Channel 4 News claimed 
they were able to name the dead attacker as Abu Izzadeen, also known as Trevor 
Brooks. The claim was repeated by The Independent and the Daily Mirror. 

However, Channel 4 News was forced to issue an on-air retraction during the same 
bulletin after Izzadeen's solicitor stated that he was alive and serving time in prison. 


Theme music[edit] 


The music in the Channel 4 News titles is an orchestration of "Best Endeavours” by Alan 
Hawkshaw.” It was introduced a few months after the channel's launch, and has 
remained in use since its inception. 
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External links[edit] 


e Official website 

e Watch Channel 4 News online 

e =JTN.co.uk 

e Channel 4 News at the BFI's Screenonline 


More4 News 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


More4 News 


More4 News title card 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language(s) English 
Production 
Producer(s) ITN 
Running time 30 minutes 
Release 
Original network More4 
Original release 10 October 2005 - 


18 December 2009 
Chronology 


Related shows Channel 4 News 


More4 News is a daily news programme on the More4 digital television channel in the 
United Kingdom, airing Monday to Friday from 8.00pm to 8.30pm from 2005 to 2009. 


History[edit] 


More4 News launched at the inception of the More4 channel on 10 October 2005. As a 
consequence of the advertising slowdown during the 2009 recession, the programme 
was cancelled, the last broadcast airing on 18 December 2009." It was the sister 
programme of the Channel 4 News and was nominated by the Royal Television 
Society as the News Programme of the Year, 2007. 


Production Team[edit] 


Anchors Editor 
Alex Thomson David Mapstone 


Kylie Morris 
Krishnan Guru-Murthy 


Film Executive Producers/Directors 


Iain Overton Andrew Thomas 
Nima Elbagir 
Girish Juneja 
Nina Teggarty 
Harry Anscombe 
Helene Cacace 
David Fuller 
Rags Martel 
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Not to be confused with News5. 


5 News 


Presented by Sian Williams 
Claudia-Liza Armah 
Bridgid Nzekwu 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language(s) English 


Producer(s) 


Editor(s) 


Camera setup 


Running time 


Original network 


Original release 


Related shows 


Production 


ITN (1997-2004, 2012-) 
Sky News (2005-12) 


Rachel Corp 


Multi-camera 


30 minutes 


Release 


Channel 5 


31 March 1997 - 


present 


Chronology 


OK! TV 


Access 


External links 


Website 


5 News is the news programme of British broadcaster Channel 5 produced by ITN from 
their main newsroom on Grays Inn Road, London. 


From 1 January 2005, Sky News was awarded the contract to provide the news for 
Channel 5, replacing ITN, which had provided the channel's news service from the 
channel's launch in 1997. On 14 February 2011, the service was rebranded back to its 
original name, 5 News, having been called Five News from 2002 until 2011.2 On 20 
February 2012 the contract returned to original provider ITN.” 


On 5 November 2015 5 News at 5 anchor Emma Crosby announced she was leaving 5 
News after four years to have a baby. Sian Williams replaced her on 4 January 2016 
after months of interim anchors from Channel 5's team of on-screen journalists. 


On 31 October 2016, a new look for the 5 News set was shown for the first time, 
featuring the shape of a 5 within the desk. There is also a new look for weather, now 
associated with the Met Office. Following the departure of weathergirl Sian Welby, 
former GMTV weather presenter Clare Nasir took over the role on Monday 31 October 
2016. 


History[edit] 


5 News was one of the new station's flagship programmes when it launched on 30 
March 1997. One of the launch newsreaders was Rob Butler,“ who would appear on Lily 
Savage's Blankety Blank in 2001. * It was originally produced by ITN, which at the time 
also provided the news for Channel 4 and ITV. It was announced on 9 March 2004 that 
Sky had won the new contract to provide Channel 5 with its news bulletins.] 


The first Sky-produced bulletin was planned for 3 January 2005 but the 2004 Indian 
Ocean earthquake and tsunami brought this forward two days in a short Saturday 
evening update. In January 2009, the contract with Sky was extended to 2012. 


Five News pioneered a number of innovations in style, format and content of news and 
won numerous awards in its early years. 


On 20 October 2008, Five News was given a refreshed look with new theme music and 
titles. The 7pm edition was also rebranded Five News at 7 and saw the return of 
presenters standing up to read the news. On 10 August 2009, Channel 5 announced 
that its Five News at 7 programme would be axed in the autumn of 2009 along with 
newscaster Isla Traquair. On 28 August 2009, at the end of the programme, Isla 
announced that it was her last appearance, and on 4 September, Matt Barbet presented 
the last programme. Five News at 7 was replaced by the hour-long Live from Studio 
Five, a nightly magazine programme featuring a mix of news and chat, airing from 
6:30pm weeknights, from 14 September 2009.2 The show rivalled the BBC 

One programme The One Show.24 


In November 2009, James Partridge of facial disfigurement charity Changing 
Faces presented the lunchtime news bulletins all week. "We hope it will make viewers 
examine their own prejudices" commented Channel 5 head of news Chris Shaw.!2! 


On 2 August 2010, Five News at 7 was reinstated,42 after a change of ownership of the 
channel.: Live from Studio Five was cut to 30 minutes as a result.22 


On 14 October 2010, Natasha Kaplinsky announced that she was leaving Channel 5 at 
the end of 2010, having spent much of her three years at the broadcaster on maternity 
leave,44 


In February 2011, Emma Crosby was appointed as Kaplinsky's replacement and 
presenter of the 7pm bulletin, with Barbet hosting the 5pm edition.“4 The service was 
relaunched as 5 News on 14 February 2011 to match Channel 5's rebranding, with 
Crosby making her first appearance. 


On the 2 September 2011 it was announced that David Kermode, at-the-time editor, 
would leave 5 News in order to take up an editorial spot on Daybreak. He was replaced 


= @NEWS 


5 News logo from 20 February 2012 to 2014 


On 9 January 2012, due to the production handover from Sky News to ITN, the 7pm 
edition of 5 News was moved to the earlier timeslot of 6:30pm in place of the axed OK! 
TV. The ITN produced 5 News bulletins relaunched on 20 February 2012 with 
newscasters Matt Barbet and Emma Crosby retaining their roles as lead newscasters. 
The bulletin's website and social media offerings were also relaunched at this time. 


On 11 June 2012 it was announced Matt Barbet would leave 5 News to 
join ITV's Daybreak.“ He left on 26 July 2012 with Emma Crosby now presenting both 


editions, 202 


In September 2013, ITN announced that Geoff Hill was to leave 5 News to become the 
new Editor of ITV News. The following month ITN announced that ITV News' Head of 
Output, Cristina Nicolotti Squires would become the new Editor of 5 News in November 


2013. 


On 16 April 2014, it was announced on Twitter that following Matt Barbet's departure 
from Daybreak, he would be returning to 5 News and ITN to present 5 News Tonight - a 
new show at 6:30pm, replacing NewsTalk Live, on 28 April 2014. Emma Crosby would 


continue to present 5 News at 5pm. 


On 5 November 2015, Emma Crosby announced she was leaving 5 News after five years 
to have a baby. Sian Williams from BBC News was to replace her in early 2016. 


On 31 October 2016, a new look for 5 News was aired. The 5 News team went back to 
their old home at the ITN building. The new studio and set included the desk in the 


shape of a5. 


Until March 2009, Channel 5 had a dedicated team of weather presenters. Sky_ 
News weather presenters then provided forecasts for the channel.22 This changed in 
November 2010 when Sian Welby joined Channel 5 as weather presenter, 23lldesrecater 
soucel with former BBC and ITV meteorologist Kirsty McCabe providing cover. 


As of October 2016, Channel 5 Weather is in partnership with the Met Office, with 
former GMTV weather presenter Clare Nasir fronting forecasts. 


On-air team[edit] 
News presenters[edit] 


hideCurrent 


2016- Sian Williams 


2018- Claudia-Liza Armah 


2011-2016, 2019- | Emma Crosby 


5 News at 5 (Monday-Thursday) 


5 News at 5 (Friday), 5 News Tonight (Monday-Friday) 


Stand- in Presenter 


Sangeeta Kandola 5 News Lunchtime, 5 News Weekend 
Olivia Kinsley 5 News Lunchtime, 5 News updates 

Dani Sinha Stand-in for 5 News At 5, 5 News Lunchtime, 5 News upd. 
Katherine Nash 5 News at 5 stand-in, 5 News Lunchtime, 5 News updates 


hideFormer 


1997-2000, 2002-2007 Kirsty Young 
1999-2001, 2008 Faye Barker 


2002-2003, 2010-2012 Julie MacDonald 


2007-2009 Isla Traquair 


2007-12, 2014-2017 Matt Barbet 


2010 Charlotte Hawkins 


2011-2015 Emma Crosby 


2012-2014 Simon Pusey 


2012-2014 Natalie Verney 


2012-2014 Chloe Culpan 


2012-2014 Katie Goodman 


Lucrezia Millarini 


Weather presenters[edit] 


hideCurrent 


2012- Clare Nasir 


hideFormer 


2008-2012 Lisa Burke 


2010-2012 Nazaneen Ghaffar 


2006-2012 Isobel Lang 


2003-2009 Lara Lewington 


2013-2016 Kirsty McCabe 


2005-2012 Denise Nurse 


2005-2010 Lucy Verasamy 


2010-2016 Sian Welby 


2005-2012 Jo Wheeler 


2005-2012 Francis Wilson 


2016-2017 Chris Page 


Correspondents[edit] 

hideCurrent 

2000- Andy Bell Political Editor 
2011- 


Tessa Chapman Chief Correspondent 


2014- 


Charlotte Grant 


News Correspondent 


2005- Leyla Hayes News Correspondent 


1999- Catherine Jones Health Correspondent 


2007- 


Sangeeta Kandola 


News Correspondent 


1997- Peter Lane News Correspondent 


2005- Ruth Liptrot 


News Correspondent 


Newsreader 


Newsreader (freelancer 


2014- 


Warren Nettleford 


2009- Chloe Potter 

2011- Dominic Reynolds 

2016- Dani Sinha 

2009- Minnie Stephenson 

1997- Simon Vigar 
Features[edit] 


News Correspondent 


News Correspondent Newsreader (freelancer 
News Correspondent Newsreader 
News Correspondent Newsreader 


Entertainment Correspondent 


Royal Correspondent 


e 5 News originally provided afternoon and evening updates on the hour, every hour 
during the week. 

e A'ticker' was used during these updates, the first seen on a terrestrial news 
broadcast, outside of a simulcast with a news channel. This was switched to a 
weather ticker before being dropped entirely in 2007. 


e A presenter standing up or 'perching' rather than sitting behind a desk™ (which has 


since been used by other broadcasters). This feature was banned by the channel in 
2007, with presenters at the seating area for all bulletins,2@ although the presenters 
stood again when 5 News was relaunched in February 2011. 

On air 'teases'!dadicationneeded from production staff 

Live discussions involving various experts, campaigners, celebrities and political 
commentators 

Guest editors - these included Ms. Dynamite, Dame Kelly Holmes, Howard 

Marks and Alastair Campbell?” 

Your News, a segment of most bulletins given over to viewers' videos and now 
adapted by many other news programmes under the banner ‘user-generated 
content'2! 

On-screen email addresses were shown for reporters while they're on air, a feature 
previously seen in newspapers. This was dropped a few months after introduction. 
When the contract transferred to Sky News, Five News was the first programme to 
broadcast (and, for the first time, in widescreen) from the news centre at Sky's 
headquarters in Osterley. 
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This article is about the news provider in the United Kingdom. For the channel in Sri 
Lanka, see Independent Television Network. For the news programme on ITV produced 
by the company, see ITV News. For other uses, see ITN (disambiguation). 


Independent Television News 


TiN 


Genre News 
Founded January 1955 
Founder Independent Television Authority 


Headquarters London 


England, United Kingdom 


Area served Worldwide 

Key people Anna Mallett (CEO) 

Owners ITV plc (40%) 
DMGT (20%) 


Thomson Reuters (20%) 
Informa (20%) 


Divisions Broadcast News 
ITN Productions 


Website www.itn.co.uk 


Independent Television News (ITN) is a UK-based television production company. It 
is made up of two divisions: Broadcast News and ITN Productions. ITN is based 

in London, with bureaux and offices in Beijing, Brussels, Jerusalem, Johannesburg, New 
York, Paris, Sydney and Washington DC. 


ITN produces the daily news programmes for ITV, Channel 4 and Channel 5 in the UK, 
and in recent years has diversified to produce a wide range of content including 
documentaries, sports, advertising and digital material for a range of international 
clients. 


Between 1955 and 1999, ITN was more commonly known as the general brand name of 
ITV's news programmes. Since 8 March 1999, ITV has used /7V News as the brand name 
for its news programmes, though ITN continues as the network's news provider. 


History[edit] 


ITN was founded in January 1955 by a consortium of the initial four Independent 
Television (later ITV) broadcasting companies, with former Labour MP Aidan Crawley as 
editor-in-chief. One of those companies, the London weekday contract- 

holder Associated-Rediffusion offered the new company studio space in its headquarters 
in Aldwych, London. The first bulletin was broadcast at 10pm on 22 September 1955 on 
ITV's launch night. The bulletin was presented by former champion athlete Christopher 
Chataway. From the start, ITN broke new ground by introducing in-vision and named 
'newscasters' (rather than the BBC's nameless and sound-only 'newsreaders'), and 
reporter packages. The unique, probing reporting style of Robin Day caused shock 
among politicians, finding themselves questioned continually for information - this had 
never been the case with the BBC. There was also some early tensions with the ITV 
companies. ABC Television, the ITV contractor for the north and Midlands on weekends, 
immediately called for shorter ITN bulletins. While the ITA ruled on a minimum of a 20- 
minute bulletin, disagreements with the ITV companies over ITN's budget triggered the 
resignation of its news editor Aidan Crawley after just one year in 1956. He was 
replaced by Geoffrey Cox. 


Throughout the early years, ITN continued to develop its service to the ITV network with 
an agenda to firstly, fulfil its public service broadcasting requirements and secondly 
satisfy the ITV companies by attracting viewers. Under this method, ITN continued to 
differentiate itself from the BBC by conducting probing interviews, introducing more 
human interest stories and bringing ordinary people on to screen by using so-called 'vox 
pops' (interviews, usually held in the street, with members of the general public), all of 
which were seen as a radical departure at the time in British broadcasting.” As the ITN 
reporter and later ITN political editor Julian Haviland, put it: "My view was that at ITN we 
must be at least as responsible and accurate as the BBC, without being so damned 
boring". As ITV expanded, each ITV company that made up the network's federal 
structure had to purchase a stake in ITN and to continue to finance the company. 


In 1967, ITN was given the go-ahead by the ITA to provide a full 30-minute daily news 
programme at 10pm on ITV. There was further tension with the ITV executives as they 
were sceptical of the idea that viewers would want a full 30 minutes of news every 
Monday to Friday and they were also losing valuable peak time slots which could be 
used for the sale of commercial advertising. News at Ten began broadcasting on 3 July 
1967 with a newscaster team consisting of Alastair Burnet, Andrew Gardner, George 
Ffitch and Reginald Bosanquet. It was initially given a 13-week trial run, however, the 
programme proved to be extremely popular with viewers and continued for a further 32 
years. News at Ten was to become one of the most prestigious news programmes of its 
time in British history with a reputation for high-quality journalism and innovation. 

u |TN's News at Ten also prompted the BBC to gradually expand it's 20:50 news bulletin 
from ten minutes to fifteen, twenty and then twenty-five minutes. The Nine O'Clock 


News began broadcasting in 1970 as News at Ten’s rival. ITN also established other 
programmes in the ITV schedule. First Report, a lunchtime bulletin began in 1972 and 
by 1976, News at 5.45 commenced. This was a period when ITN enjoyed its greatest 
plaudits, following Lord Annan's 1977 report on the future of broadcasting, which 
declared: "We subscribe to the generally held view that ITN has the edge over BBC 
news."21 


ITN obtained the contract to produce Channel 4 News when the channel started 
broadcasting in 1982. The programme was launched by Peter Sissons, Trevor 
McDonald and Sarah Hogg. The hour-long programme has been broadcast at 7pm since 
it started and has a reputation for high-quality journalism and thorough analysis. 


Until the 1990s, the individual ITV companies had an obligation to provide a national 
news programme, which required them to take a share in the ITN operation. Following 
the Broadcasting Act 1990, ITN had to apply and bid for a licence to provide such 
services on these ITV network, and would have to fight competition in order to preserve 
its services, as had become the case with other ITV franchisees. The Broadcasting Act 
also allowed the Independent Television Commission to introduce ownership rules for 
news providers. The move was to transform the company from a 'cost centre' to a 
‘profit-making business’. The move saw 400 staff made redundant, and the closure of a 
number of international bureaux to claw back a £10 million deficit in order to provide a 
competitive product to obtain the ITV news contract. Within three years the company 
turned to profit in 1993 with suggestions at the time that the company should be listed 
on the stock exchange. 


The company launched 5 News in 1997 following the foundation of Channel 5. 


The 1990s saw major changes to the television landscape in Britain. The growth of 
multichannel television saw ITV's share of audience fall. Against this backdrop ITV itself 
became increasingly commercially aggressive. This was to be a major turning point in 
ITN's history which saw a reduction in the ITV news contract. By this period the main ITV 
companies Granada and Carlton had also viewed unfavourably the scheduling of News 
at Ten which became a subject of dispute between ITN and the ITV companies. ITN 
favoured keeping the bulletin, however, the ITV companies claimed audiences were lost 
at 10pm as the news interrupted films and drama programming. News at Ten eventually 
ended in March 1999 with ITN's flagship bulletin moved to 6.30pm with a shorter late 
night bulletin at 11pm. Consolidation of the ITV network under a unified ITV brand also 
saw the removal of the on-screen ITN brand which was replaced with /7V News." From 
this point, the ITN brand was gradually phased out and it is now only referenced to in 
the end production caption. In 1997, ITN started producing The Queen's speech to the 
Commonwealth at Christmas every other year,“ so for the first time since the inception 
of Independent Television in 1955, ITN produced a programme for its rival the BBC. !'etation 


needed) 


The early years of the 21st century was to prove to be a challenging period. The axing 
of News at Ten caused public outcry and ITN's viewership figures fell by 13.9% Political 
pressure and pressure from the media resulted in ITV bringing back a shorter 20 minute 
bulletin at 10pm three nights a week. The programme eventually lost share to the BBC 
News at Ten (which launched in 2000 to capitalise on ITV's move) and ITV eventually 
axed the programme again in 2004 and moved the bulletin to 10.30pm before bringing 
it back to 10pm again in 2008. The biggest challenge came in 2001 when British Sky 
Broadcasting bid to supply network news to ITV as part of a consortium. ITN eventually 
succeeded and was awarded a contract extension to 2008. In January 2005 Sky News 
took over supplying bulletins to Channel 5; ITN had produced 5 News since its launch in 


1997 and the contract was returned in February 2012, following a change of ownership 
at Channel 5. 


In August 2000, ITN launched its own 24-hour news channel in the UK, broadcast on 

satellite, cable and digital terrestrial. It was 50% owned by ITN and 50% owned 

by NTL. Carlton and Granada gradually bought out the two stakes and renamed the 

channel the ITV News Channel. It closed down on 23 December 2005. Poor ratings in 
comparison to BBC News 24 and Sky News, and ITV's desire to re-use the channel's 

allocation on Freeview, were cited as the reasons. 


In March 2004 following its acquisition of the London News Network, a company 
previously owned by the now merged Carlton and Granada, ITN began producing local 
news bulletins for the ITV London region. ITN produced More4 News between 2005 and 
2009. In 2007 it began producing Setanta Sports News; however it closed in 2009.4 


Between 1996 and 2002, it also owned a share of London News Radio, which was based 
at ITN's Gray's Inn Road headquarters and operated the LBC and News Direct 

London radio stations. ITN used to operate a radio news service on behalf 

of Independent Radio News (IRN) but on 15 October 2008, IRN announced that Sky_ 
News Radio was to replace ITN as its main supplier from March 2009. 


While news production remains the cornerstone of ITN's business model, the company 
has diversified from its original remit. ITN Source (originally ITN Archive) is one of the 
world's largest sources of historical film. ITN Productions creates multi-platform 
content for major global brands, covering genres such as factual, entertainment, news 
and corporate production. Clients that commission award-winning programmes from ITN 
Productions include major UK and international broadcasters such as ITV, the BBC, 
Channel 4, Channel 5, History and Discovery, with television commissions including 
Climbing Great Buildings on BBC2 and Mud Men on History. 


John Hardie is the chief executive officer of ITN, a position he took up in June 2009. Prior 
to this, he was executive VP and MD of Walt Disney Television EMEA. !<t#ioxneedes |n 2018 it 
was announced that John Hardie was to leave ITN, and be replaced in 2019 by Anna 
Mallett, who was previously Group Chief Operating Officer and MD, Production at BBC 
Studios.22 


Studios at ITN[edit] 


As of July 2019 there are currently three main operational television studios based at 
ITN headquarters in 200 Grays Inn Road, London. 


Studios 1 and 2 are around 2,500 Sq Ft each in size with Studio 6 slightly smaller at 
around 2,000 Sq Ft. 


Studio 1 


Studio 1 is currently the home to all ITV national news bulletins as well as all local news 
bulletins made by ITN for ITV News London. The studio has also been used for ITV's 
general election night coverage since the 2005 general election. 


Studio 2 


Studio 2 is currently the home to 5 News, made by ITN for Channel 5. The studio is also 
used every weekday morning for the Channel 5 Jeremy Vine Show. 


Studio 6 


Studio 6 is currently the home to Channel 4 News, produced by ITN for Channel 4, and 
has occupied this studio since it opened in 1999. 


There were previous studios located in the building, however in recent years they have 
been decommissioned and are no longer available, with most being converted back into 
office space.) 


The atrium of ITN headquarters has been utilised by ITN for the 1997 and 2001 general 
election night coverage, where the atrium itself was converted into a huge studio for 
their general election night coverage for those two elections. The atrium view was also 
used by ITV News for their 2005 general election, this time superimposed into their 
virtual green screen news studio. The look proved popular, that it was added to all ITV 
national news bulletins from January 2006 until February 2009. ltatioaneedeat 


Operations[edit] 


An ITN satellite van 


ITN produced programmes schedule[edit] 
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ITV NewS[edit] 


Main article: ITV News 


ITN/ITV News[edit] 
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ITN has produced all national news bulletins on ITV since the network was launched on 
22 September 1955. Originally the ITN logo and brand featured prominently on all news 
bulletins on ITV, however, since March 1999, bulletins have been branded as /TV News. 
Trademarks of /TV News include the use of the clock-face of the Elizabeth 

Tower of Westminster Palace, the chimes of Big Ben punctuating the days headlines and 
the signature theme tune; The Awakening by Johnny Pearson. 


Throughout the early years, ITN established programmes in the ITV schedule 

including First Report at lunchtime, News at 5.45 in the evening and the flagship News 
at Ten. Today, ITV News on weekdays broadcasts the /TV Lunchtime News at 1.30pm, 
the /TV Evening News at 6.30pm and /TV News at Ten with bulletins broadcast at 
various times on weekends. ITN has at times interrupted the ITV schedule to provide 
updates on major breaking stories of national and international importance including 
the September 11 attacks, London bombings, 2005 or events involving the British Royal 
Family. ITN has covered every general election since 1955 for ITV, providing 
comprehensive coverage of the counts throughout election night and has also broadcast 
special programmes covering the UK budget speech given by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. 


ITN's history is inextricably linked to that of ITV as prior to the Broadcasting Act 

1990 each of the ITV companies owned a share. In the 1990s, under new ownership, it 
was accused of abandoning its previous news style, which was broadsheet in style to 
mid-market tabloid with news stories that focused on personalities in the news rather 
than heavy news coverage leading to accusations of dumbing down its coverage. 


ITN's most famous news programme, News at Ten was also controversially replaced by 
an 11pm news bulletin in 1999, said to be in order to allow ITV to broadcast films 
without the interruption of a 10 o'clock news bulletin. Mews at Ten was subsequently re- 
instated in 2001 after heavy public criticism over the change. The restored programme 
was 10 minutes shorter than its predecessor and carried less in-depth news coverage. It 
was also broadcast at a later time at least one day a week, which meant it was often 
jokingly referred to as News at When? There was increasing speculation that the News 
at Ten would again be moved, after under-performing against the Ten O'Clock 

News on BBC One which broadcasts every day at 10:00pm. In October 2003, 

the Independent Television Commission gave ITV approval to move News at Ten. 


The /TV News at 10.30 launched on ITV on 2 February 2004 (the day that ITV in England, 
Wales and Southern Scotland came under the ownership of a single company) and was 

presented by Sir Trevor McDonald. The programme was longer than its predecessor and 
carried an integrated regional bulletin, as well as more business stories, a nightly sports 


update and a preview of the following day's newspapers. Mark Austin took over main 
presenting duties on 16 January 2006. 


The rebranded programme again saw new titles, this time featuring people walking over 
the face of Big Ben and has lately followed a more "sensationalist" approach to its main 
headlines. When ITV executive chairman Michael Grade joined ITV, he made it clear that 
he saw news as the key in defining any channel. On 14 January 2008, the News at 

Ten returned, presented by Julie Etchingham and McDonald returned to his duties 
again. Mark Austin joined Etchingham as co-presenter in 2009. As of October 2015, Tom 
Bradby has been the main presenter on the programme. 


ITV News at 6.30 has, since it was launched in 1999, been the network's most popular 
bulletin. Its presenters include Mark Austin, Mary Nightingale and Alastair Stewart. 


In March 2004, ITN took over production of ITV London's regional news programmes, 
which relocated from The London Television Centre on the South Bank to ITN's Gray's 
Inn Road base. 


Channel 4[edit] 
Main article: Channel 4 News 


Channel 4 News[edit] 


ITN is home to Channel 4 News, having produced the programme since the channel's 
inception in 1982. 


The Channel 4 News flagship programme is 55 minutes of in-depth news and current 
affairs broadcast at 7pm each weekday and at 6.30pm on Saturdays and Sundays. The 
weekday evening programme is anchored by Jon Snow, whereas Krishnan Guru- 
Murthy presents the weekend bulletins. 


A five-minute-long news summary goes out Monday to Friday at midday. The bulletin 
replaced Channel 4's 30-minute News at Noon programme in late 2009, six years after 
its launch during the Iraq War of 2003. 


ITN created More4 News when the digital channel More4 was launched in October 2005. 
It ran at 8pm, immediately after Channel 4 News. It was originally presented by Sarah 
Smith; Kylie Morris took over presenting duties in June 2007 and Smith was posted to 
the US as Channel 4 News' Washington correspondent. In December 2009 Channel 4 
cancelled More4 News."2! 


Channel 5[edit] 
Main article: 5 News 


5 News[edit] 


From the launch of Channel 5 in 1997, ITN provided the news bulletins for 5 News. 
However, in January 2005, ITN lost the contract, which was awarded to Sky News. In 
2011 ITN regained the contract in a three-year deal to provide news for Channel 5 from 
early 2012, but on a much reduced budget. The deal followed an agreement by Sky 
and Northern & Shell, the then-owner of Channel 5, to terminate the 5 News contract 
early.241 


International[edit] 


ITN began its own World News bulletins in the late 1980s, which were shown around the 
world on local television channels, particularly on PBS stations in the US, where 
presenter Daljit Dhaliwal (now with Al-Jazeera English) enjoyed cult status. 


These were discontinued in 2001, in the face of competition from dedicated news 
channels such as BBC World (now known as BBC World News), although it still provides 
footage to CNN International and reports often appear on PBS NewsHour. Its ITV 
Evening News bulletin was shown on the Newsworld International cable channel in the 
US. 


Other ventures[edit] 


ITN launched its 24-hour news channel in 2000, which was jointly bought by the main 
ITV companies Carlton and Granada in 2002 and rebranded as the ITV News Channel. It 
was closed down in 2005. 


Setanta Sports News was a 24-hour sports news television channel produced by ITN and 
jointly owned by Virgin Media Television and Setanta Sports, launched on 29 November 
2007. The channel ceased broadcasting on 23 June 2009, when Setanta's UK operation 
were placed into administration following financial difficulties. 


ITN Consulting was the management consultancy arm of ITN, combining the resources 
of ITN with the consulting team's experience to advise global media companies on 
issues spanning all areas of strategy and operations, including financial planning, 
marketing, scheduling and content, recruitment, and interim management. With 
partner, Venture Consulting, it had offices in London, Milan, Dubai, Singapore and 
Sydney. It operated as a network with its consultants working on engagements globally 
and focused "on how strategy can be implemented to deliver to real change". ITN 
Consulting stated that "an understanding of how global, regional and local media 
markets conflict and come together enables them to identify the opportunities this 
creates". They took an external, outsider perspective as well as having the viewpoint of 
senior "insider" media executives. ITN Consulting was extensively involved in the 
development of business plans for local TV in the UK." It also consulted a range of 
national broadcasters on improving performance. The unit closed in 2012. 


ITN Source[edit] 


ITN Source!" (formerly ITN Archive) licenses video footage from ITN's one million hours 
of archive content including news, drama, celebrity, comedy, music, wildlife, natural 
history and film. It also syndicates on-the-day news footage generated by ITN to other 
broadcasters and producers worldwide. The company represents the moving image 
Movietone, Gaumont British, Nine Network and other specialist collections. Its 
headquarters are in London and it has sales offices in New York, Toronto, Paris, 
Johannesburg, Sydney and Tokyo. 


In 2005, ITN became a shareholder in Espresso Group, a provider of digital content to 
more than 60% of primary schools in the UK and also internationally. Espresso services 
feature an extensive library of broadband teaching resources and student activities to 
motivate pupils and support teachers, including content from ITN Source. In May 2008, 
the Education Clip Library,“" a unique, video licensing service for educational publishers 
and broadcasters around the world, was launched. It is aimed at educational publishers 
and broadcasters seeking to add video to their instructional products and services. 


Espresso was acquired by Discovery Education (part of Discovery Communications) on 7 
November 2013.24 


In October 2008, ITN Source announced the creation of Diagonal View,® a joint venture 
with Matt Heiman, a digital entrepreneur. The company packages content from ITN 
Source's archive and syndicates it to a range of commercial partners 

including MySpace, YouTube and MSN. 


ITN Productions[edit] 
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ITN Productions was formed in February 2010 and incorporates the non-news operations 
of ITN, including the former ITN On, ITN Factual and ITN Corporate divisions.22 


ITN was one of the first companies to provide news content for 3G mobile phones, when 
it struck a deal to provide daily news bulletins for the 3 network in 2003. 


It has since expanded its video news service providing news, sport and showbiz content 
to a wide range of broadcasters, newspapers and websites. 


Showbiz bulletins from ITN are broadcast daily on a number of television channels, 
including FYI Daily on ITV2, ITV3 and ITV4, The Fix on 4Music and Access on 5Star. A 
daily showbiz breakfast show, The Breakfast Fix, is broadcast on 4Music. 


From August 2013, ITN Productions was awarded the contract to produce the Premier 
League online and mobile highlights service for News UK. Content appears on The 
Sun and The Times subscription websites and mobile apps. 


Digital content is supplied to sports news video agency SNTV. 

ITN Productions also creates factual programming for ITV, Channel 4 and Channel 5 as 
well as international broadcasters, including Discovery Channel, History 

Channel, PBS and National Geographic Channel. 

ITN has produced shows for Sky, with one of its later programmes being Harrow: A Very 
British School. 


ITN also supplied programming to the now-closed Teachers TV service. 


Ownership[edit] 
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From its inception in 1955, ITN was originally jointly owned by all the ITV operating 
companies, the shares split roughly in proportion to each company's advertising 
income. However the Broadcasting Act 1990 allowed the ITC to set ownership rules. It 
was decided to limit the ITV companies to a maximum joint 49% stake, with no single 
company allowed more than a 20% holding. The powers were abolished by 

the Communications Act 2003. 


Shares! 
20] 


Owner 


ITV plc 40% 


; ; 
Daily Mail and General 20% 


Trust 
Thomson Reuters 20% 
UBM plc 20% 


ITV plc's shareholding forms part of the wider ITV News Group which incorporates the 
regional operations in England, Southern Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and the 
Channel Islands. The Director of the ITV News Group is Michael Jermey, a former editor 
and executive at ITN. 


ITV's ownership of 40% of ITN (at that time equally split between Carlton and Granada) 
made the 2001 bid from Sky for ITV bulletins unlikely to succeed, the network having a 
vested interest to see ITN continue. The ITN contract for ITV News expires at the end of 
2012. On 2 April 2007 ITN signed a deal which superseded the existing contract, worth 
at least £42m per year, and invested more than £15m to upgrade ITN's newsroom as 
part of the deal. 


Parodies[edit] 
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ITN has been spoofed several times on ITV's The Benny Hill Show, namely in one 1971 
show with the logo reading "NIT" instead of "ITN" and with Hill as Reginald "“Boozenquet" 
and Andrew Gardner. 


ITN was also spoofed in a sketch in 1978 with Benny Hill as Angela O'Rippon, a parody 
of Angela Rippon, and as Ann Afford, a parody of Anna Ford. It was also spoofed ina 
black and white 1971 show and a 1973 episode. 


See also[edit] 


List of ITV journalists and newsreaders 
Independent Radio News 
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